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HE crowff of England was never transfer- 1603. 
| red from father to ſon with greater tranquil- | 

lity, than it paſſed from the An of Tudor to 

that of Stuart. During the whole reign of Eliza- 

beth, the eyes of men had been employed in ſearch 


pect of her death more immediate, there appear- "fl 
ed none but the King of Scotland, who could ad. 1 
vance any juſt claim or pretenſion to the throne. = 
He was the great grandſon of Margaret, eldeſt 26 
daughter of Henry VII. and, upon the failure of By 
all the male-line, his hereditary right remained un- 2} 
queſtionable. If the religion of Mary Queen of: | 4 
Scots, and the other prejudices contracted againt 1 
her, had formed any conſiderable obſtacle to her = 
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L to be overlooked, qxcgyt in very extraordinary |! 
83. emergencies, had no place with regard to her ſon. 
Men alſo conſidered, that, tho' the title, derived 
from HI6o0d, had been frequently es ſince the 
Norman conqueſt, theſe licences had preeceded more 
from force or intrigue, than from any deliberate 
maxims of government. The lineal heir had ſtill 
in the end-prevailed ; and both his excluſion and 
reſtoration had been commonly attended with ſuch 
copritos, as. were ſufficient to warn all prudent 
men not Nghtly to give way to ſuch irregularit es. 
If the will of Henry VIII., authoriſed by act of 
parliament, had tacitly excluded the Scottiſh line; 
the tyranny and caprices of that monarch had ren- 
dered his memory ſo odious, that a ſettlement of 
this nature, unſupported hy any juſt reaſon, had no 
authority with the people. Queen Elizabeth too, 
with her dying breath, had recognized the un- 
a doubted title of her kinſman James; and the whole 
| nation ſeemed to diſpoſe themſelves with joy and 
pleaſure” for his reception. Tho' born and edu- 
cated amidſt a foreign and «a hoſtile people, men 
hoped, from his character of moderation and wiſ- 
dom, that he would embrace the maxims of an 
Engliſh monarch; and the prudent foreſaw greater 
advantages, reſulting from an uniqn with Scotland 
than dHadvantages from ſubmitting to a prince o 
at nation. The alacrity, with which the Engliſh 
looked towards the - ſucceſſor, had appeared ſo 
evident to Elizabeth, that it affected her with the 
deepeſt melancholy; and that wiſe Princeſs whoſe 
penetration and experience had given her the 
greateſt inſight into human affairs, had not yet ſuf- 
ficiently weighed the ingratiude of courtiers, and 
levity of the people et tn 
ath ang” SEE expired on March 24. in the year 1603; after 
— a lo N and a happy, becauſe a PN ent, reign, of 
of Queen more tn forty four years. Never N oman poiſeſſed 
Elizabeth. ſuch gl 
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that the influence of theſe qualities ſees 


e Victory abroad, and tranquillity at home; 
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egreaelt of men, has been long,” and gail is, 

pur D 64 who -merits the pre-eninence at 
woman will never be doubtful, while the na 

ved. Almoſt every virtue wh 5 

of a ſovereign, entered in- 


to her compoſition ; and em her ſeverity and fru- 
gality, where ſhe inclined 


ſuited ſo peculiarly her circumſtance 


and ſituation, 
d equally 

uss. 
had ever 
attended her; «nd ſhe left the nation in uch flou- 
riſhing circumſtances, that her ſucceſſor | poſſeſſed 
every advantage, except that of compariſon with 


her illuſtrious me; when he mounted the throne 
of England. 


beneficial with that of her more ſhini1 


Tur King's ; Journey from Edinburgh to London Firſt 
ame afforded to the inquiſitive ſome cix- tranſac 
cumſtances of compariſon, which even the natural by « 

partiality in favor of their new ſovereign, could *** 


not interpret to his advantage. As he paſſed along, 


all ranks of men flocked about him, from every 


quarter; allured by intereſt or curioſity. © Great 
were the rejoicings, and loud and hearty the accla- 
mations which reſounded from all fides; and e- 
very one could remember how the affabiliry and 
popularity of their Queen diſplayed themſelves, a- 
midſt ſuch concourſe and exultation of her ſubjects. 
But James, tho ſociable and familiar with his friends 
and courtiers, hated the buſtle of 'a mixt multitude ; 
and tho' far from diſliking flattery, yet was he {till 
fonder of tranquillity and eaſe. He therefore iſſued 


I proclamation, orbidding this great reſort of 
' people; eee the {car city-of proviſions, 
- and other inconveniences, which ould neceſſarily 
attend it. A 

Hz was not, however, nſenfble to * great 


eveflow of affection which appeared in his new 
Re and being W of an affectionate tem- 


Per, 


Wards the extreme, 
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„he ſeem to have been in haſte to make tliem 
5 de return of kindneſs and good offices. To this 
155 tive, probably, we are to aſcribe that great pro- 


uſion SN titles, which was obferved in the begin- 


ning of his reign ; when in ſix weeks time, after 
his eritrance into tlie kingdom, he is computed to 


have beſtowed knighthood on no leſs than 237 per- 
tons.” If Queen "Elizabeth's frugality of honors, 


as Well as of money, had been formerly repined 
at, it began now to be highly valued and eſteemed: 
And every one was ſenſible, that the King, by his 
Taviſh and premature conferring of favors, had fail 
ed of obliging the perſons on whom he beſtowed 


them. Titles of all kinds became fo common, 
that they were no longer marks of diſtinction; and 
being diſtributed, without choice or deliberation, 
to perſons,- unknown to the Prince, were regarded 
more as the proofs of his weak facility and good 
nature, than of 57 0 determined Iriendſhip or 


. 


A paſquinade was affixed to St. Paul's, in med 


an art was promiſed to 'be taught, very neceſſary to 


aſſiſt frail memories, in re the names of the 


new Nobility. 

We may preſume, that the Engliſh would have 
kurden leſs blame on the King's facility in beſtow- 
ing favors, had theſe been confined'entirely to their 
own nation, and had not been ſhared out, in too 
unequal proportions, to his old ſubjects. James, 
who, thro' his whole reign, was more guided by 
temper and inclination than by the rules of political 
pruderice, had carried along with him great num- 
bers of his Scotch courtiers ; whoſe impatience and 
importunity were apt, in many particulars, to im- 
poſe on the eaſy nature of their maſter, and extort 
favors, of which, it is natural to imagine, his En- 
gliſh ſubjects would very loudly. complain. The 


Du e of Lenox, the Earl of Mar, the Lord Hume, 


Erd Kinloſs, Sir George Hume, Secretary Elphin- 


* 


ſtone, 
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— were immediately added art * 1. 
vy council. Sit George Hume, whom he created 180 g. 


Earl of Dunbar, was No declared favorite as long 
as that Nobleman lived; and was the wiſeſt and 
moſt virtuous, tho the leaſt powerful of all thoſe 
whom the King ever honored with that aden 
Hay, ſometime after, was created Viſcoun 
caſter, and then Earl of Carliſle; and got — im- 
menſe fortune from the crown; all which he ſpent 
in a ſplendid and courtly. manner. Ramſay obtain- 
ed the title of Earl of Holderneſs; and many others, 
being raiſed, on a ſudden, to the higheſt elevation, 
encreaſed, by their inſolence, that envy. which na- 
turally attended them, as enemies and ſtrangers. 
Ir muſt, however, be owned, in juſtice to 
James, that he left almoſt all the chief offices in 
the hands of Elizabeth's miniſters, and truſted the 
conduct of political concerns, both foreign and do- 
9 to his Engliſh ſubjects. Among theſe, Se- 
® eretary Cecil, created ſiccallively Lord Eſſindon, 
' Viſcount Cranborne, and Earl of Saliſbury, was al- 
ways regarded as his prime miniſter and chief coun- 
ſellor. Tho” the capacity and penetration of this 
miniſter were. ſufficiently known, his favor. with 
the King created great ſurprize on the firſt acceſ- 
ſion of that monarch. Cecil was ſon of the famoug 
Burleigh, whoſe merits towards his ſovereign and 
his country were great, but whoſe name was natu- 
rally odious to James; as the declared enemy of 
his mother, and the chief cauſe of her tragical . 
death, that great ſtain! in the bright annals of 
| Elizabeth, He himſelf, as well as his father, had 
ſtood at the head of the court-fation, which o 
poſed the greatneſs of the Earl of Eſſex, and hop 
aſſiſted by the imprudence or rather frenzy of that 
favorite, at laſt brought him to the ſcaffold. The 
people, by whom the Earl was [infinitely beloved, 
reſented the conduct of his, enemies; but 
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Chap. L dence with Efſex; and regarded him as a zealous 


1603. 


Zth of 
„June. 


State of - 
Europe. 


partizan for the ſucceſſion in the houſe of Stuart. 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Lord Grey, Lord Cobham, 
Cecil's aſſociates, felt immediately the effects of 
theſe prejudices of their maſter, and were diſmiſ- 
ſed from all their employments: But Cecil, who 
poſſeſſed all the art and cunning of a 'courtier, - as 

well as many of the talents of a great ſtateſman, 
Had found the means of making his peace with 


James; and unknown both to Elizabeth and all 


the other miniſters, had entered into a ſecret com- 
merce with the ſucceſſor, during the latter years We 


-the Queen's adminiſtration. 


Tus capacity of James and his mitiſters in ne- 
gotiation was immediately put to trial, on the ap- 
pearance of ambaſſadors from almoſt all the princes 
und ſtates of Europe, in order to congratulate the 
King on his'acceſſion to the throne; and to i 
with him new treaties and alliances: © Beſide mim 
ſters from Venice, Denmark, the Palatine; Hen 
Frederic of Naſſau, aſſiſted by Barnevelt the Pat. 
fionary of Holland, repreſented the ſtates of the 
united provinces. Aremberg was ſent by the Arch- 
duke Albert; and Taxis was expected in a little 


time from Spain. But he who excitedmoſt the at- 


tention of the publick, both on account of his 
own merit and that of his maſter, was the Marquiſs 
of Roſni, afterwards Duke of Sully, prime mini- 
tet and favorite ef Henry IV. of France. . 
Wen the dominions of the houſe of Auſtria 
were devoled on Philip II. all Europe was ſtruck 
with terror; leſt the power of that family, which 
hat been raiſed by fortune, ſhould now be carried 
to an immeaſurable height, by the wiſdom and 
conduct of this monarch. But never were appre- 
henſions found in the event to be more groundleſs. 
Slow without prudence, ambitious without enter- 
prize, falſe without deceiving any body, and re- 


n without N true JORGE) ſuch was the 


* 


- Character 


s [„ h# FOE 


"Sg. 
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yu 


what alone gave ſom 
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character of Philip, and ſüch the character, whiohy Chap, t. 
during his lifetime and after His death, hel im“ 6. 
preſſed on the Spaniſh oouneils. Revolted or is 
mera provinces,” c diſcontented or indolent inha- 


itants, were the cles which thoſe domi- 


mons, lying in ev ſp dc globe; pre- 
ſented to Philip III. # weak- prince: and to hes 
Duke of Lerma, a miniſter * — and odious. But 
tho! miſitary diſci —.— Which Kill rernained, war 
pearance of life and vigor 
to that languiſting body, * hes: ſuch was the terror, 
roduced former power and ambition, that: che 
eduction of the houſe of Auſtria was the objedtuf 
W s vows, thro out all the ſtates of ehriſtendomm 
It was not perceived, that the French empire, now 
united in domeſtic peace, and governed by the moſt 
heroic and Moſt amiable prince, that LET 
im ſtory, was becotne, of itſelf,” a ſuſicienteoums - 
rpoiſe to the Spaniſh greatne 3 P erhaps, that Roſni's ne- 
price himſe}f did no perceive it, when he propoſed; 
his miniſter, a league with James, in edi 


| Bj with Venice, the united provinces;' abd tlie 


northern crowns; in order to attack che Ruſcrian 
dominions on every fide, and depreſs che Exorbi- 
tant power of that ambitious family. But the 
e of the Engliſh monarch was not equal to 
uch vaſt enterprizes; Peace was his favorite paſ⸗- 
ſion; and it was his peculiar felieity, that the Con- 
junctures of the times rendered the ſame obj | 
which was agreeable'to him, in the ande degree” 0g 
advantageous to his people. 25 Hed 
Tur French ambaſſador. thevefore; was obliged 
to 19 ot from theſe extenſive aims, and to concert 
with James the means of providing for the ſafety 
of the united Provinces: Nor was this object alto- 
5 without its difficulties. The King, before 
s acceſſion to the throne of England, had enter- 
tained very ſtrong ſeruples with regard to the revolt 


of thy] * e 1 beiuß "ways open and 
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ive to the Dutch 5 — enomination o rebels. Bur 

having oonverſed more fully with his Engliſh, mi- 

niſters and courtiers, he found their attachment to 

that republic ſo ſtrong, and their opinion of com- 

mon ; nv: ſo eſtabliſhed, that he was obliged t to 

23 | factifice to. politios,his ſenſe. of juſtice; 2 quality, 
x" which, even when erroneous, is re pectable and 
; rare in a monarch... He therefore agreed with Roſ⸗ 
ni to ſupport ſecretly the ſtates· general, in con- 

e with the King of France; ſeſt their weak- 

neſs and deſpair ſhould. oblige. them. to ſubmit to 

their old: mater 1 hs: articles of the treaty were 

fim and ſimple. ee chat the two Kings 
could allow, the, — f to levy forces both in 
France and Britain; and ſhould, underhand, re- 

mit to the Dare ſum of 1400, livres a- year 
Wi for the pay of theſe forces: That the whole ſum 
192-11. auld be advanced by the King of France; but 
Tuche third ok ſhould be ucted from a debt 
due by him to Queen Elizabeth. And if the Spa- 
mad attacked either of the Princes, the 5 agreed to 
; aſſiſt each I Henry with. a force of ten BOW, - 
. | fand, James with that of ſix thouſand men. This 
3 treaty, one of the wiſeſt and moſt .equitable con- 
1 cluded by James, during the whole courſe. of his 
| reign, was more the, work of the Prince: hiraſelf, 


3 | than any of his miniſters. 

1 Raleigbs Auipsr the great tranquillity, both foreign and 
= conſpira- domeſtic, with which the nation was bleſt, nothing 
= 1 could be more ſurpriſing than the diſcovery of a 
bs conſpiracy to ſubvert the government, and fix Ara- 
a bella Stuart, a near relation of the King, and de- 


= ſcended equally from Henry VII. on the throne of 
ie England. Every thing remains {till myſterious in 
this conſpiracy; and hiſtory can give us no clue 
to unravel it. Watſon and Clarke, two 8 
err were aoculed of the plot: Lord G rey, a 
Puritan: : 


= . 
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© puritan; 1 Cobham, a, thoughtleſs man, of no Shep, * 1 7 


meeting frequently together, and believing all the 


Cobham, 5 and Markham were pardoned t, 
4 


bete 29, t December. kbeabeg 2 
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fixt principle; And Sir Walter R eigh,: ſuſpected 5 
to be of that Mloſophical Key who were then ex 
ttemely rare in England, and who have ſince re: 
geived the 1 of freethinkers. Along with 
theſe, Mr. Broke, brother to Lord Cobham, Sir 
Griffin Markham, Mr. Copley, Sir Edward Par- 
ham. What cement could unite men of ſuch diſs * 
cordant principles; in ſo dangerous a combination; 
what end they propoſed, or what means propor- 
tioned to an undertaking of this nature, has never 2 
yet been explained, and cannot eaſily be 8 ined; "If 
bel s Raleigh, Grey, and Cobham were common _ = 
lieved,, after the Queen' s death, to have ia : 
proclaiming the King, till conditions ſhould be | 
made with him; they were, upon that, as well as > 
other accounts, "extremely. obnoxious to the oy 2 
and mini and people were apt, at firſt, to 
pe, that the p t was merely a contrivance c 
Secretary Cecil, to get rid of his old confederates 
now become his moſt inveterate enemies. Byt th 
confeſſion, as well as trial of the, criminals put the 
matter beyond all doubt. And tho no one could 
find any marks of a concerted enterprize, it ap- 
peared, that men of furious and ambitious ſpirit, 
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world diſcontented like themſelves, had entertained 1 0 
very criminal projects, and had even entered, ſome —_ 
of them at leaſt, into a correſpondence with Arem- | : 
berg, the Flemiſh ambaſſador, in order to give diſ- 
turbance to the new. ſettlement. 

The two prieſts and Broke + were executed: 


after they had laid their head upon the block. 
leigh too was reprieved, not pardoned; and he re- 
e in confinement many year : afterwards. 
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to HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. © 
Chap I. Tr appears from Sully's Memoirs, that Raleigh 
1603. ſecretly offered his ſervices to the Brench ambaſſa- 
5 dor; and we may thence preſume, that, meeting 
with a repulſe from that quarter, he had had re- 
courſe, for the ſame unwarrantable purpoſes, to 
the Flemiſh miniſter. Such a conjecture we are 
now enabled to form; but it muſt be confeſſed, 
that, on his trial, there appeared no proof of this 
tranſaction, nor indeed any circumſtance which 
could juſtify his condemnation. ' He was accuſed 
by Cobham alone, in a ſudden fit of paſſion, upon 
hearing, that Raleigh, whef examined, had point- 
ed out ſome circumſtances, by which Cobham's 
guilt might be known and aſcertained. This accu- 
ion Cobham Afterwards retrafted; . and ſoon af- 
ter retracted his retraftation. Yet, upon the writ- 
ten evidence of this ſingle witneſs a man of no 
honor nor underſtanding, and ſo chfitradictory in his 
teſtimony ; not confronted with Raleigh; not ſup- 
ported by any concurring circimſtance ; was that 
great man, contrary to all law and equity, found 
guilty by the jury. His name was at that time ex- 
remely unpopular in England; and every man 
Was pleaſed to give ſentence againſt the capital ene- 
my of Eſſex, the favorite of the people. i 
Sin Edward Coke, the famous lawyer, then at. 
*torney-general, managed the cauſe for the crown, 
and threw out oh Raleigh ſuch groſs abuſe, as may 
be efteemed a great reflection, not only on his own 
memory, but even, in ſome degree, on the man- 
ners of that age. Traitor, monſter, viper, and 
ſpider of hell, are the terms, which he employs a- 
gainſt one of the moſt illuſtrious men of the king- 
dom, who was under trial for life and fortune, and 
zpaling temper, elo- 


who defended himſelf with 


quence, aer 
1604. THe next occupation of the King was entirely 
according to. his heart's content. He was e em- 
ployed in dictating magilterially to an * of 
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ſhook 1 


which i it met with in its progreſs. 
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diwines eee points of faith and diſcipline 
and in receiving the applauſes of theſe holy the, 


for his ſuperior zeal and leartwng. The religious 
diſputes betwk#” the church andthe puritans had 
induced high. ts. alla conference at Hampton- court, 
—2 expedients, which might 
reconcile both parties | 
Nu firſt reformers, who made ſnch furious and 


facceiNul attacks on the Romiſh So PERSTITION. And 


o its Toweft foundations, may ſafely be pro- 


nounced \p have been univerſally inflamed with the 
higheſt ENytusrasM. Theſe two ſpecies of religion, 
= ſuperſti ous and fanatical, ſtand in diametrical 


oſition to Nach other; and a vat portion of the 


ja r muſt n&ceſſarily fall to his ſhare, who is {6 
couragious as'to\ontrol authority, and ſo aſumin 
as to obtrude his\ un innovations upon the world, 
Henee that rage & 


ſeized the new religidpiſts ; that difdain of eccleſi- 


aſtical ſuhjection; that. contempt of ceremonies, 
and of all the exterior Þ\ mp and ſplendor of wor- 


ſhip. And hence too, Mat inflexible intrepidity, 


with which they braved Nangers, torments, "and 
even death itſelf ; while they, preached the doarine 
of peace, and carried the tu cults of 2 through 
every part of Chriſtendom. \ 

How vz x obſtinate and umdomplying this ſpe- 
cies of religion, it neceſſarily reciived ſome altera- 
tion, according to the different ſit Nation of civil af- 
fairs, and the different ſpecies & government, 


In the electorates of Germany, in Denmark, and 
in Sweden, where the monarch was eddy convert- 
ed, and, by putting himſelf at the headf the te- 
formers, acquired authority amongſt the; as the 
ſpirit of enthuſiaſm was ſomewhat rempered by a 


ſenſe of order, epiſcopal juriſdiction, along with a 


few decent ceremonies, was preſerved i in W 
E * 2 N 


Character 
of the pu- i 
ritans. 1 


diſpute, which every where 


* 


naticiſm diſplayed itſelf 


HISTORY « OP GREAT BRITAIN. 


Ix Switzerland and Geneva, which were popu- 
* governments; in France, Scotland, and the 
Low countries, where the people reformed, them- 
ſelves in.oppolitions thi prince; the genius of fa- 
its full extent, and at- 
fected every circumſtandꝑ of diſcipline and wor- 
ſhip. A perfect equality was eſtabliſhed among 
the eccleſiaſtics; and the inflamed, imagination, 


unconfined by any forms qf liturgy, had full liber- 


ty to pour out itſelf, in wid, unpremeditated ad: 
dreſſes to the Divinity. 

Tuxx were the preachefs of Switzerland, Francs, 
and the Low countries, who.carried the reformation 
into England: But as the government was there | 
monarchical, and the migiſtrate took the lead in 
this grand revolution; th dugh the ſpeculative 
trines were borrowed from the more fanatical 
churches, yet were the diſcipline and worſhip na- 
turally mitigated with a rhore humane {pixit « of re- 


ligion. 
; of Mary had l 


Bur after the erſecutiþs 
abroad all the moſt, obſtinz e reformers, who eſcap- 
ed her fury; they had leifyre, to imbibe a ſtronger 
tincture of the enthuſiaſtiq genius; and when they 
returned, upon the acceſhon of , Elizabeth, they 
imported it, in its full fqrce and virulence, n 
their native country. 

THar renowned Princeſs, whe good taſte gave 
her a ſenſe of order and de corum, and whoſe ſound 
* judgment taught her to ahhor innovations, endea- 
vored, by a ſteady ſeverity, to curb this obſtinate 

enthuſiaſm, which from th beginning, looked with 
an evil aſpect, both on the church and monarchy. 
By. an act of parliament in] 1593, all perſons abovg 
the age of ſixteen, who were abſent from church a 
month, or who, by wordſor writing, declared their 
ſentiments. againſt the eſtabliſhed religion, were to 
be impriſoned, till they made an open declaration 
of their conformity. yins if they reſuſed during 


threg 


e 1 Fo 
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three m ths; they were to | 


if they eder refuſed ſuch ab ration, or Kad 


England 


ond the time li 
ſuffer as felt 


ed, they were to 


2aberh's adminiſtgtion. a 
Tur Queen to had eſtabliſhed the 0 com: 


miſſion court, which preſerved an umforxmity of 
worſhip thro” all the 
penalties on all innovat 
this court was inveſted, 


Bu tho! the ties of Elizabeth cowards the 


kalle had much weakened that party, whoſe ge- 


nius was averſe tothe prevailing ſpirit of the nation; 
like ſeverities had had ſo little influence on the pu- 
ritans. who were encouraged by that ſpirit, that 
no leſs than ſeven hundred and fifty clergymen of 
that party ſigned a petition to the King on his ac- 
ceſſion; and many more ſeemed willing to adhere 
to it. They all hoped, that James, having receiv- 
ed his education in Scotland, and having ever pro- 
feſſed a ſtrong attachment to the church eſtabliſhed 
there, would at leaſt abate the rigor of the laws 
enacted againſt puritans; if he did not ſhow them 


more particular grace and encouragement. But 
the King's diſpoſition had taken ſtrongly a contrary 


byaſs. The more he k Sie the puritanical clergy, 
the leſs favor he bor Hef}. He had remarked in 
their Scotch brethren u violent turn towards repub- 
licaniſm, and a zealous attachment to civil liberty; 
principles nearly allied to that religious enthuſiaſm, 
with which they were actuated. He had found, 

that being moſtly perſons of low birth and mean e- 


ducation, the ſame lofty pretenſions, which attend- 


ed them in their familiar addreſſes to their Maker, 
a whom they believed themſelves the peculiar fa- 
vorites, 
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Chap. I. vorites, induced them to uſe the utmoſt freedoms 
1694 with their earthly ſovereign. ; In both capacities, 
of monarch and of theologian, he had experienced 
the little complaiſance, which they were diſpoſed 
to-ſhow him; whilſt they controled his commands, 
diſputed his tenets, and to his face, before the whole 
zople; cenſured his conduct and behaviour. If 
had ſubmitted to the indignity of courting their 
0 by flattery and diſſimulation, he treaſured up 
the ſtronger reſentment againſt them, and was de- 
termined to make them feel, in their turn, the 
weight of his authority. Tho- he had often met 
with, reſiſtance and faction and obſtinacy in the 
Scotch nobility, he retained no ill will to that or- 
der; or rather ſhowed them favor and kindneſs in 
England, beyond what reaſon and ſound policy 
could well juſtify: But the aſcendant, which the 
preſbyterian clergy had aſſumed over him, was what 
his monarchical pride could never thorowly digeſt. 

He dreaded likeways the popularity, which at- 
tended this order of men in both kingdoms, - As 
auſterity and ſelf-denial are imagined, in moſt re- 
ligions, to render us acceptable to a benevolent 
Being, who created us ſolely for happineſs ; James 
remarked, that the ruſtic ſeverity of theſe clergy- 
men and of their whole ſect had given them, in the 
eyes of the multitude, the appearance of ſanctity 
and virtue. Strongly inclined himſelf to mirth and 
wine and ſports of all kinds, he apprehended their 
cenſure for his manner of life, free and diſengag- 
ed. And, being thus averſe, from temper as well 
as policy, to the ſect of puritans; he was reſolved, 
if poſſible, to prevent its turther growth in En- 
gland. 

Bur it was the character of James's . 
throughout his whole reign, that, in their end, they 
were more wiſe and equitable, than prudent and 
political, in the means. Tho' juſtly ſenſible, that 
no part of civil admminiration required greater cars 
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in baptiſm, the ring in marriage, the uſe of the 
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on a. nicer judgment than the conduct of religious Chap. 
parties, whoſe various geniuſes, affections and an- 604. 
tipathies, have ſo mighty an influence on public af- 
fairs; be had not perceived, that in the ſame pro- 


portion as this practical knowledge of theology ig 
requiſite, the ſpeculative refinements in it are mean, 
and even dangerous in a monarch. , By entering 
zealouſly into frivolous diſputes, James gave them 
an air of importance and dignity, which they could 
not otherwiſe have acquired; and being himſelf 
enliſted in the quarrel, he could no longer have re- 
courſe to contempt and ridicule, the only proper 
method of appeafing/it. The church of England 
had not yet 8 the rigid doctrines of grace 
and predeſtination: The F had not yet to- 
tally ſeparated themſelves from the church, nor o- 
penly renounced. epiſcopacy. Tho' the ſpirit of 
the parties was conſiderably different, the only ap- . ml 
parent ſubjects of diſpute were concerning the croſs | |; 


ſurplice, and the bowing at the name of Jeſus, 
Theſe were the mighty queſtions, which were ſo- Confe- 1 
lemnly agitated in the conference at Hampton- rence at | 1 
court betwixt ſome biſhops and dignified clergymen Hampton- 0 
on the one hand, and ſome leaders of the puritan N 7 
party on the other; the King and his miniſters be- = 
ing preſent. | 1 | 
Tur puritans were here ſo unreaſonable as to 4th of Ja- p 
complain of a partial and unfair management of nuary. [ 
the diſpute; as if the ſearch/ after truth were in any | 
degree the object of ſuch conferences, and a can- 
did indifference, ſo rare even among private in- 
quirers, in phileſophical queſtions, could ever be ex- 
pected among princes and prelates, in a Heological | 4 
controverſy. The King, it muſt be confeſſed, from 6 
the beginning, ſhowed the ſtrongeſt propenſity to 
the eſtabhſhed church, and frequently inculcated a 
maxim, which, tho* it has ſome foundation, is to 
be received with great limitations, No BIshOP, No 
KING. 


Chap. I. KING. The biſhops, in their turn, were very [i 
f 1604. 


: beral of their praiſes towards the royal diſputant; 


I 
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and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſaid, that un- 
doubtedly his Majeſty ſpoke by the ſpecial aſſiſtance of 
God's ſpirit. A few alterations in the liturgy were 
agreed to, and both parties ſeparated with mutual 
diſſatisfaction. 5 | 1 ; 

Ir had frequently been the practice of puritani- 
cal clergymen to form together certain aſſemblies, 
which they called propheſyings; where alternately, 
as moved by the ſpirit, they diſplayed: their pious 
zeal in prayers and exhortations, and raiſed their 
own enthuſiaſm, as well as that of their audience, 
to the higheſt pitch, from that ſocial contagion, 
which has ſo mighty an influence on holy fervors, 
and from the mutual emulation, which aroſe in 
thoſe trials of religious eloquence. Such dangerous 
ſocieties had been ſuppreſſed by Elizabeth; and the 
miniſters in this conference moved the King for 
their revival. But James ſharply replied. f you 
aim at a Scottiſh preſbytery, it agrees as well with mo- 
narchy as God and the devil. There Jack and Tom 


and Will and Dick ſhall meet and cenſure me and my 
council. Therefore I reiterate my former ſpeech. Le 


Rot 8'aviſera. Stay, I pray, for one ſeven years be- 
fore you demand; and then, if you find me grow purſie 
and fat, I may perchance hearken unto you. For that 
government will keep me in breath, and give me work 
enough. Such were the political conſiderations, which 
determined the King in his choice among religious 


parties. 


A parlia- Tun next aſſembly, in which James diſplayed 


ment. 


his learning and eloquence, was one, that ſnowed 
ſome more ſpirit of liberty than appeared among his 


March 19. biſhops and theologians. The parliament was now 


to aſſemble ; being ſo long delayed on account of 
the plague, which raged in London, and to ſuch a 


degree, that 30,000 perſons are computed to have 


died 


A 2 
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died of it in a year; tho' the City contained at that Chap. I. 


time only about 150,000 inhabitants. 

Tun ſpeech, which the King made on opening 
the parliament, diſplays fully his character, and 
proves him to have poſſeſſed more knowlege and 
greater parts than prudence or any juſt ſenſe of de- 
corum and propriety. Tho' few writings of that 
age ſurpaſs this ſpeech either in ſtyle or matter; it 
wants that majeſtic brevity and reſerve, which be- 


comes a king in his addreſſes to the great council 


of the nation. It contains, however, a very re- 
markable ſtroke of candor, where he confeſſes his 
too great facility in yielding to the ſollicitations of 
ſuitors : A fault, which he promiſes to correct, but 
which adhered to him, and diſtreſſed _ during 
the whole courſe of his reign. 

Te firſt buſineſs, in which the commons were 


engaged, was of the utmoſt importance to the pre- 


ſervation of their privileges; and neither temper 


nor reſolution were wanting in their conduct of it. 


In former periods of the Engliſh government, 
the houſe of commons were of ſo ſmall weight in 
the balance of the conſtitution, that little attention 
had been given, either by the crown, the people, 
or the houſe itſelf, to the choice and continuance 
of the members. It had been uſual, after parlia- 
ments were prolonged beyond one ſeſſion, for the 
chancellor to exert a diſcretionary authority, of iſ- 
ſung new writs to ſupply the place of any mem- 


bers, whom he judged incapable of attending, ei- 


ther on account of their employment, their ſick- 
neſs, or other impediment. This practice gave 


that miniſter, and conſequently the prince, an un- 


limited power of garbling at pleaſure the repreſen- 


tatives of the nation; yet ſo little jealouſy had it 


created, that the commons, of themſelves, without 
any court-influence or intrigue, and contrary to 
tome former votes of their own, confirmed it in the 


Vor. I. . twenty 


1604. 
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Chap. I. twenty-third of Elizabeth *. At that time, tho” 
1004. ſome members, whoſe place * been ſupplied on 


account. of ſickneſs, having now recovered their 
health, appeared in the houſe, and claimed their 
ſeat ; ſuch was the authority of the chancellor, that 
merely out of reſpect to him, his ſentence was ad- 
hered to, and the new members were continued in 
their places. Here a moſt dangerous prerogative 
was conferred on the crown: But to ſhow the ge- 
nius of that age, or rather the channels, in which 
power then ran, the crown put very httle value on 
this authority; inſomuch, that two days afterwards, 
the chaacetior, of himſelf, reſigned it back to the 
commons, and gave them power to judge of a par- 
ticular vacancy 1n their houſe. And when the queſ- 

tion, concerning the chancellor's new writs, was again 
brought on the carpet towards the end of the ſeſſion, 
the commons were ſo little terrified at the prece- 
dent, that, tho' they re-admitted ſome old members, 

whole ſeats had been vacated, on account of ſlight 
indiſpoſitions, yet they confirmed tlie chancellor's 
ſentence, in inſtances where the diſtemper appear- 
ed dangerous and incurable T. Nor did they pro- 

ceed any farther, in vindication of their privileges, 

than to vote, „at during the fitting of parliament, 
there do not, at any time, any writ go out for the chooſ- 

ing or returning any member, without the warrant of 
the houſe. In Elizabeth's reign, we may remark, 
and the reigns preceding, ſeſſions of parliament u- 

ſally continued not above the twelfth part ſo long 
as the vacations; and during the latter, the chan- 

cellor's power, if he pleaſed to exert it, was ſtill left, 
by this vote, as unlimited and unreſtrained as ever. 
Ix a ſubſequent parliament, the abſolute autho- 
rity of the Queen was exerted in a manner ſtill more 
open; and began for the firſt time to give alarm to 
the commons. New writs having been iſſued by 


the 


* Journ, January, 17. 1580. + Journ. March, 18, 1580. 
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the chancellor, Where there was no vacancy; and a Chap. I. 
controverly ariſing upon that incident; the Queen 1604. 


fent a meſlage to the houſe; informing them, that 
it was impertinent for them to deal in ſuch mat- 
ters. Theſe queſtions, ſhe ſaid, belonged only to 
the chancellor; and ſhe had appointed him to con- 
fer with the judges, in order to ſettle all diſputes 
with regard to elections. The commons had the 
courage, a few days after, to vote, That it was 
Ja moſt perilous precedent, where two knights 
of a county were duly elected, if any new writ 
& ſhould iſſue out for a ſecond election, without 
« order of the houſe itſelf; that the diſcuſſing and 
„ adjudging of this and ſuch like differences be- 
«©. longed only to the houſe; and that there ſhould 
<< be no meſſage ſent to the Lord chancellor, not 
* ſo much as to inquire what he had done in the 
«© matter, becauſe it was conceived to be a matter 
« derogatory to the power and privilege of the 


„ honſe *.“ This is the moſt conſiderable, and 


almoſt only inſtance of parliamentary liberty, 
which occurs, during the reign of that arbitrary 
Princeſs. 

OuTLAaws, whether on account of debts or 
crimes, had deen declared by the judges 4, inca- 
pable of a ſeat in the houſe, where they muſt them- 
ſelves be law-givers: But this opinion of the judges 
had been frequently over- ruled. I find, however, 
in the caſe of Vaughan, t who was queſtioned for 
an outlawry, that, having proved all his debts to 


have been contracted for ſuretiſhip, and to have 


been, moſt of them honeſtly compounded, he was 
allowed, on account of theſe favourable circum- 
ſtances, ſtill to keep his ſeat : Which plainly ſup- 
poſes, that, otherwiſe, it would have wack vacated, 
on account of the outlawry. 


„ Sir Simon D'ewes's journal, p. 397. 
1 39. H. vi 1 Journ. Feb. 8. 1580. 
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Wren james fummoned this parliament, he 


iſſued a proclamation; * where among many gene- 
ral advices, which, like a kind tutor, he beſtowed 
on his people, he ſtrictly charges them not to 
chooſe any outlaw for their repreſentative. And 


he adds; f any perſon take upon him the place of 


Knight, citizen, or burgeſs, not being duly elected, ac- 


cording 19 the laws and ſtatutes in that behalf provid- 


a 


ed, and according to the purport, effeft, and true 
meaning of this our proclamation, then every perſon ſo 
offending, to be fined or impriſoned for the ſame. A 
proclamation here was plainly put on the ſame 
footing with a law, and that in fo ſacred a point as 
the right of elections: Moſt alarming circumſtan- 
ces, had there not been room to believe, that this 
meaſure, being entered into ſo early in the King's 
reign, proceeded more from precipitation and ig- 
norance, than from any ſerious deſign of invading 
the privileges of his parliament. | 
Stix Francis Goodwin was choſen member for 
the county of Bucks; and his return, as uſual, 
was made into chancery. The chancellor, pro- 
nouncing him an outlaw, vacated his ſeat, and 


iſſued writs for a new election. Sir John Forteſcue 


was choſen in his place by the county : But the 
firſt act of the houſe was to reverſe tne chancellor's 
fentence, and reſtore Sir Francis to his ſeat. At 
the King's inſtigation, the lords defired a confe- 
rence on this ſubject; but were abſolutely refuſed 
by the commons, as the queſtion regarded entire- 
ly their own privileges. They agreed, however, 
to make a remonſtrance to the King by the mouth 
of their ſpeaker; where they maintained, that, 
tho the returns were by form made into chancery, 
yet the ſole right of judging with regard to elec- 
tions belonged to the houſe itſelf, not to the chan- 
cellor. James was not fatisfied, and ordered a con- 


ference betwixt the houſe and the judges, whoſe 


opinion 


* Jan, 11. 1604. 
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opinion in this caſe was oppoſite to that of the Chap. 1. 
commons. This conference, he ſaid, he com- 604. 


manded as an abſolute king; * an epithet, we may 
imagine, not very grateful to Engliſh ears, but 
one to which they had already been ſomewhat ac- 
cuſtomed from the mouth of Elizabeth. He add- 
ed, That all their privileges were derived from his 
grant, and hoped they would: not turn them againſt him; 
a ſentiment, which, from her conduct, it is proba- 
ble, that Princeſs had alſo entertained, tho' her 
prudence and love of popularity had ever reſtrain- 
ed her from openly expreſſing it. e 
ThE commons were in ſome perplexity. Their 
eyes were now opened, 'and they faw the conſe- 
quences of that power, which had been aſſumed by 
the chancellor, and to which their predeceſſors had, 
in ſome inſtances, blindly f1bmitted. By this courſe, 
faid a member, the free election of the counties is 
taken away, and none ſhall be choſen but ſuch as ſhall 
. Pleaſe 


* Sir Charles Cornwallis the King's ambaſſador at Madrid, 
when preſſed by the Duke of Lerma to enter into a league with 
Spain, ſaid to that miniſter ; 7% his Majefly was an abſolute 
king, and therefore not bound to give an account to any, of his ac 
tions; yet that ſo gracious and regardful a prince he was of the lows 
and contentment f his own ſubjects, as I aſſured myſelf he would not 
think it fit to do any thing of ſo great conſequence without acquaint- 
ing them with his intentions. Winwood, Vol. 2. p. 222. Sir 
Walter Raleigh has this paſſage in the preface to his hiſtory of 
the World. Philip II. by ftifong hand and main force, attempted 
to make himſelf, not only an abſolute monarch over the Netherlands, 
like unto the kings and mutarchs of England and France, but Turk- 
like to tread under his feet all their natural and fundamental laws, 
privileges and ancient rights, We may infer from theſe paſſages, 


either that the word abſolute bore a different ſenſe from what it 


does at preſent, or that men's ideas of the Engliſh government 
were then different. This latter inference ſeems juſter. The 
word being derived from the Latin and French, bore always 
the ſame ſenſe as in theſe two languages. An abſolute monar- 
chy in Charles I's anſwer to the nineteen propoſitions, is op- 
poſed to a limited: and the King of England is acknowleged 


not to be abſolute. So much had matters changed even before 
the civil war. 
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 pleafe the king and council. Let us, therefore, with 
F: fortitude, underſtanding, and fincerity,  ſeck to main- 


tain our privilege. This cannot be conſtrued any con: 
tempt in us, but merely a maintainance of our common 
rights, which our anceſtors have left us, and which it 
is juſt and fit for us to tranſmit to our poſterity, An- 
other ſaid, This may be called 4 quo warranto 70 ſerze 
all our liberties. A chancellor, added a third, by this 
courſe may call a parliament, conf ting of what perſons 
be pleaſes. Any ſuggeſtion, by any perſon, may be the 
cauſe of ſending. a new. writ. It is come to this plain 
queſtion, whether the chancery or parliament e to 
have authoruy. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING this watchful. ſpirit of li: 
berty, which now appeared in the commons, their 
deference for majeſty was ſo great, that they ap- 


| pond a committee to confer with the judges be- 


ore the King and council. There the queſtion of 
law began to appear, in James's eyes, a little more 
doubtful than he had hitherto imagined it; and in 
order to bring himſelf off with ſome honor, he 
propoſed, that both Goodwin and Forteſcue ſhould 
be ſet ds” and a writ be iſſued, by warrant of 
the houſe, for a new election. The commons em- 


| braced this expedient; but in ſuch a manner, that, 


while they marked their regard for the King, they 


| ſecured, for the future, the free poſſeſſion of their 


ſeats, and the right, which they claimed, of judg- 
Mg; folely in their own elections and returns. 

A power like this, ſo eſſential to the exereiſe of 
all their other powers, themſelves ſo eſſential to 
public liberty, cannot fairly be deemed an en- 
croachment in the commons; but muſt be regard- 
ed as an inherent privilege, happily reſcued from 
that doubt and ambiguity, which the negligence 
of ſome former parliaments had thrown upon it. 

Ar the ſame time, the commons, in the caſe of 
Sir Thomas Shirley, eſtabliſhed their power of pu- 
aihing, as well the perſons at whoſe ſuit any mem- 
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ber was arreſted, as the officers, who either arreſt Chap. I. 


or detain him. Their aſſerting of this privilege 

We of the ſame reflection. | 
Azour this period, the minds of men, thro'- 

eut all Europe, but eſpecially in England, ſeem to 


have undergone a general, but inſenſible revolu- 
tion. Tho' letters had been revived in the pre- 


ceding age, they had been little cultivated beyond 
the limits of the college; nor had they, till now, 
begun to ſpread themſelves, in any degree, among 
men of the world. Arts, both mechanical and li- 
beral, were every day receiving great improve- 


ments. Navigation had extended itſelf over the 


whole globe. Travelling was ſecure and agree- 
able. And the general ſyſtem of politics, in Eu- 
rope, was become more enlarged and comprehen- 
ave. 

IN conſequence of this univerſal fermentation, 
the ideas of men expanded themſelves on all ſides; 
and the ſeveral conſtituent parts of the gothic go- 
vernments, which ſeem to have lain a- ſleep for fo 
many ages, began, every where, to operate and 
encroach on each other. On the continent, where 
the neceſlity of diſcipline had begot mercenary ar- 
mies, the prince commonly eſtabliſhed an unlimit- 
ed authority, and overpowered, by force or in- 
trigue, the liberties of the people. In England, 
the love of freedom, which, unleſs checked, flou- 
riſhes extremely in all liberal natures, acquired 
new force, as well as more enlarged views, ſuita- 
ble to that cultivated underſtanding, which be- 
came, every day, more common, among men of 
birth and education. A familiar acquaintance with 
the precious remains of antiquity excited in every 
generous breaſt a paſſion for a limited conſtitution, 
and engendered an emulation of thoſe manly vir- 
tues, which the Greek and Roman authors, by 
ſuch animating examples, as well as pathetic ex- 
preſſions, recommend to us. The ſevere, tho po- 
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Chap. I. pular government of Elizabeth had confined this 


654. 


riſing ſpirit within very narrow bounds: But when 
a new and a foreign family ſucceeded to the throne, 
and a prince leſs dreaded and leſs beloved; ſymp- 
toms immediately appeared of a more free and in- 


dependent genius in the nation. 


Harrilv, this Prince poſſeſſed neither ſufficient 
capacity to perceive the alteration, nor ſufficient art 
and vigor to check it in its early advances. Jea- 
lous of regal, becauſe conſcious of little perſonal 
authority, he had eſtabliſhed within his own mind 
a ſpeculative ſyſtem of abſolute government, which 
few of his ſubjects, he believed, and none but trai- 


tors and rebels, would make any ſcruple to admit. 


On which-ever ſide he caſt his eyes, every thing 
concurred to foſter his prejudices. When he com- 
pared himſelf with the other hereditary ſovereigns 
f Europe, he imagined, that, as he bore the fame 
rank, he was intitled to equal prerogatives; not 
conſidering the innovations lately introduced by 
them, and the military force, by which their autho- 
rity was ſupported. In England, that power, al- 
moſt unlimited, which had been exerciſed for a- 
bove a century, eſpecially during the late reign, he 


. aſcribed ſolely to royal birth and title; not to the 


prudence and ſpirit of the monarchs, nor to the 


conjunctures of the times. Even the oppoſition, 


which he had ſtruggled with in Scotland, eneou- 
raged him ſtill farther in his favorite notions; 
while he there ſaw, that the ſame reſiſtance, which 
oppoſed regal authority, violated. all law and or- 
der, and made way, either for the ravages of a 

barbarous nobility, or for the more intolerable in- 

ſolence of ſeditious preachers. In his own. perſon, 
therefore, he thought all legal power to be center- 
ed, by an hereditary and a divine right: And this 
opinion might have proved dangerous, if not fatal, 


to liberty; had not the very firmneſs of the per- 


ſuation, and. its ſeeming evidence, induced him to 
| truſt 


1 
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truft * to his right, without making the Sa | 
ſmalleſt proviſion either of force or politics, in, or- 604. . 


der to ſupport it. 

Soc were the oppoſite diſpoſitions of er 
ment and prince, at the commencement of the 
Scotiſh line; diſpoſitions juſt beginning to exiſt 
and to appear in the parliament, but thorowly 
eſtabliſhed and openly avowed on the part of as 
prince. 

Tux ſpirit and judgment of the houſe of com- 
mons appeared, not only in defence of their own 
privileges, but alſo in their endeavor, tho', at 
this time, in vain, to free trade from thoſe ſhackles, 
which the high exerted prerogative, and even, in 
this reſpec, the ill. judged enen of mn 
had impoſed upon it. 

James had already, of his own accord, called i in 
the numerous patents for monopolies, which had 
been granted by his predeceſſor, and which fet- 
tered extremely every ſpecies of domeſtic induſtry: 
But the excluſive companies ſtill remained; ano- 
ther ſpecies of monopoly, by which almoſt all fo- 
reign trade, except that to France, was brought 
into the hands of a few rapacious engroflers, and 
all proſpect of future improvement in commerce, 
for ever ſold to a little temporary advantage of the 
ſovereign. Theſe companies, tho' arbitrarily erect- 
ed, had carried their privileges ſo far, that the 
whole commerce of England was centered in Lon- 
don; and it appears, that the cuſtoms of that port 
amounted to 110,000 J. a-year, while thoſe of all 
the kingdom beſide yielded only ſeventeen thou- 
ſand. Nay, the whole trade of London was con- 
fined to about 200 citizens, who were eaſily en- 
abled, by conſpiring among themſelves, to fix 
whatever price they pleaſed both to the exports and 
imports of the nation. The committee, appointed 
to examine this enormous grievance, the greateſt 
which we read of in Engliſh ſtory, inſiſt on it as 
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Chap. I. a fact well known and avowed, however contrary 
to preſent received opinion, that ſhipping and ſea- 
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men. had ſenſibly decayed during all the preceding 


reign. And tho' nothing be more common, than 
complaints of the decay of commerce; even during 


the moſt flouriſhing periods; yet is this a conſe- 
quence which might naturally reſult from ſuch ar- 
bitrary eſtabliſhments, at a time when the trade of 


all the other nations of Europe, except that of 


Scotland, enjoyed am utmoſt liberty and indul- 
gence. * 

Wnlur the commons were thus attempting to 
give liberty to the trading part of the nation, they 


alſo endeavoured to free the landed intereſt from 


the burthen of - wardſhips, and to remove thoſe 


remains of the feudal tenures, under which the 


nation ſtill labored. A juſt regard was ſhown to 
the crown in the whole conduct of this affair; nor 
was the remedy, ſought for, conſidered as a mat- 
ter of right, but merely of grace and favor. The 


profit, which the King reaped both from wards 
and from reſpite of homage, was eſtimated; and 


It was propoſed to compound for theſe prerogatives 
by a ſecure and independent revenue. But after 


ſome debates in the houſe, and ſome conferences 


with the lords, the affair was found: to contain more 
difficulties than could eaſily, at that time, be fur- 
mounted; and it was not brought to any con- 
cluſion. 

Tur ſame fate attended an attempt of a like na- 
ture, to free the nation from the burthen of pur- 


veyance; an old prerogative in the crown, by 


which: the officers of the houſhold were empower- 
ed to take, without conſent of the owners, proviſi- 
ons for the King's family, and carts and horſes for 


the removal of his baggage, upon paying a cer- 
' tain ſtated price for them. This prerogative had 


been much abuſed by the purveyors; and the com- 
mons 
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fifty thouſand pound a- year for the abolition of it. 
ANOTHER affair of the utmoſt conſequence was 


brought before this parliament, where the com- 


mons ſhewed a greater ſpirit of independence than 
any true judgment of national intereſt, The 
union of the two kingdoms was very zealouſly, 
and' even impatiently urged by the King. He juſtly 


regarded it as the peculiar felicity of his reign, 


that he had terminated the bloody animoſities of 
theſe hoſtile nations, and had reduced the whole 
iland under one empire; enjoying tranquillity 
within itſelf, and ſecurity from all foreign invaſion, 
He hoped, that, while his ſubjects of both kings 


dms reflected on paſt diſaſters, beſide regarding 


his perſon as infinitely precious, they would enter- 
tain the ſtrongeſt deſire of ſecuring themſelves a- 
gainſt the return of like calamities, by a thorow 
union of laws, parhaments and privileges. - He 
conſidered not, that this very reflection operated, 


as yet, in a contrary manner, on men's prejudices, 


and kept alive that mutual hatred betwixt the na- 
tions, which had been carried to the higheſt extre- 
mity, and required time to allay it. The more ur- 
gent the King appeared in promoting ſo uſeful a 
meaſure, the more backward was the Engliſh par- 
liament in concurring with him; while they aſcrib- 
ed his exceſſive zeal to that partiality, in favor of 
his antient ſubjects, of which, they thought, that, on 
other occaſions, they had reaſon to complain. Their 
complaiſance for the King, therefore, carried them 
no farther than-to appoint forty four Engliſh to meet 
with thirty one Scotch commiſſioners, in order to 
deliberate concerning the terms of an union; but 


without any power of making advances towards 


the eſtabliſnment of it. 


Tux ſame ſpirit of independence, and perhaps 


not better Judgment, appeared in the houſe of 
commons, when the queſtion of ſupply was 
brought 
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Chap. I. brought before them, by ſome members who were 


attached to the court. In vain was it urged, that, 
tho' the King received a ſupply, which "had been 
voted to Elizabeth, and which had not been col- 
lected before her death; yet he found it burthened 
with a debt contracted by the Queen, equal to the 
full amount of it: That the peace was not yet 
thorowly concluded with Spain, and that Ireland 
was ſtill expenſive to him: That on his journey 


from Scotland, amid ſuch an immenſe concourſe of 


people, and on that of the Queen and royal fa- 
mily, he had expended conſiderable ſums: And 
that, as the courtiers had looked for greater libe- 


ralities from the Prince on his firſt acceſſion, and 


had impoſed on his generous nature; ſo the Prince, 
in his turn, would expect, at the beginning, ſome 
mark of duty and attachment from his people, and 
ſome conſideration of his neceſſities. No impreſ- 


ſion was made on the houſe of commons by theſe 


topics; and the majority appeared fully determined 
to refuſe all ſupply. The burthen of the govern- 
ment, at that time, lay ſurpriſingly light upon the 
people: And that very reaſon, which to us, at this 
diſtance, may ſeem a motive for generofity, was 


the real ceuſe why the parliament were ſo remark- 


ably frugal and reſerved. They were not, as yet, 
accuſtomed to open their purſes in fo liberal a 
manner as their ſucceffors, in order to ſupply the 
wants of their ſovereign ; and the ſmalleſt demand, 


however requiſite, appeared in their eyes unreaſon- 


able and exorbitant. 

IN order to cover a diſappointment, which might 
bear a bad conſtruction both at home and abroad, 

James ſent a meſſage to the houſe, where he told 
them, that he defired no fupply ; and he was ve- 


ry forward in refuſing what was never offered him. 


Soon after, he prorogued the parliament, not with- 
out diſcovering, in his ſpeech, viſible marks of 
diffatisfaction. Even fo early in his reign, he ſaw 

reaſon 
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and encroaching ſpirit of the puritanical party, and _* 


to inſpire the commons. 


- This ſummer, the peace with Spain was finally Peace with 
pain 


concluded, and was ſigned by the Spaniſh mini- 
ſters at London. In the conferences, preparatory ,, 
to this treaty, the nations were found to have o 
few claims on each other, that, except on account 
of the ſupport given by England to the low coun- 
try provinces, the war might appear the effect 
more of perſonal animoſity betwixt Philip and E- 
lizabeth, than any contrariety of political intereſts 
betwixt their ſubjects. Such articles in the treaty 
as ſeem prejudicial to the Dutch commonwealth, 
were never executed by the King ; and as the Spa- 
niards made no complaints on that head, it ap- 
peared, that, Hy mutual agreement, theſe articles 
were underftood in a different ſenſe from what they 


ſeem naturally to bear. The Conſtable of Caſtile 


came into England to ratify the peace; and on the 


part of England, the Earl of Hartford was ſent in- 
to the low countries for the ſame purpoſe, and the 
Ear! of Nottingham, Lord high admiral, into 
Spain, The train of the latter was very numerous 


and ſplendid ; and the. Spaniards, it is faid, were 
extremely ſurpriſed, when they beheld the bloom- 
ing countenances and graceful appearance of the 
Engliſh, whom their bigotry, inflamed by the 


prieſts, had repreſented as ſo many monſters and 


infernal demons. 

Tuo' England, by means of her von force, 
was perfectly ſecure, during the latter years of the 
Spaniſh war; James ſhewed an extreme impatience 
to put an end to hoſtilities ; and ſoon after his ac- 
ceſſion, before any terms of peace were concerted, 


or even propoſed by Spain, he recalled all the let- 


ters of marque * which had been granted by Queen 


| Elizabeth. 
Ad of June, 1603. 
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Elizabeth. The Archduke Albert had made fome 
advances of a like nature, which invited the King 
to take this friendly ſtep. But what is remarkable; 
in James's proclamation for that purpoſe, he plain- 
ly ſuppofes, that, as he had himſelf, while king of 
Scotland, always lived in amity with Spain, peace 
was attached to his perſon, and that merely by his 
acceſſion to the crown of England, without any 
articles of treaty or agreement, he had ended the 
war betwixt the kingdoms. This ignorance of the 
law of nations may appear ſurpriſing in a Prince, 
Who was thirty fix years of age, and who had 
reigned from his infancy ; did we not conſider, 
that a king of Scotland, who lives in cloſe friendſhip 
with England, has few tranſactions to manage with 
foreign princes, - and has little opportunity of ac- 
quiring experience. Unhappily for James, his ti- 
midity, his prejudices, his indolence, his love of 
. amuſement, particularly of hunting, to which he 
was extremely addicted, ever prevented him from 
making any progreſs in the knowlege or practice 
of foreign politics, and in a hitle time diminiſhed 
that regard, which all the neighbouring nations 
had paid to England, during the reign of his pre- 


deceſſor. 
CHAP; 11 


Gun-powder conſpiracy. — Character of the catholics.— 
A parliament.-—Truce betwixt Spain and the united 
provinces. A parliament. —Death of the firench 
King. Armimianiſm.—State of Ireland. — 


| are. | 
IJ E eame now to > event Sl the 
A 
moſt memorable, hiſtory has con- 


veyed to poſterity, and containing at once a ſingu- 
lar proof both of the ſtrength and weakneſs of the 
human mind ; its wideſt departure from morals, 

and its moſt ſteady attachment to religious preju- 
; Cites. Tis the Gunu-powder-treaſon of which I 


| [peas ; ; a fact, as certain as it appears incredible. 
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Tux Roman catholics had candied _— FR KY 1. 

vor and indulgence on ,.the, acceſſiom of, James, 05. 
Se He e © 

'TACY. 


both as he was deſcciidè ed 8 
crificed heme. to tl NE EL cauſe, A d 3s h e had him-- 


ſelf, in his arly fo ome partiality to- 
wards them; which nothing, they 2200 


intereſt and necellity had ſince reſtrained? JFis 
bf tended, that he had even entered into poſitive 

engagements to tolerate their religion, as ſoon as 
he ſhould mount the throne of England; whether 
their credulity had interpreted in this ſenſe ſome 
obliging expreſſions of the King, or that he had 
employed ſuch an artifice, in order to render them 


favorable to his title. Very ſoon, they diſcovered 


their miſtake; and were at once ſurpriſed and en- 
raged t goa James, on all occaſions, expreſs his 
intention” executing Ae Arie the laws enacted a- 
gainſt them, and of perſevering in all the rigorous 
meaſures of Elizabeth. Cateſby, a gentleman of 
good parts and of an antient family, firſt thought 
of a moſt extraordinary method of revenge ; and 
he opened his intention to Piercy, a deſcendant of 
the illuſtrious houſe of Northumberland. In one 


of their converſations with regard to the diftreſt 


condition of the catholics, Piercy having broke; in- 
to a ſally of paſſion, and mentioned the aſſaſſinat- 
ing the King; Cateſby took the opportunity of re- 
vealing to him a nobler and more extenſive plan of 
treaſon, which not only included a ſure execution 
of vengeance, but afforded ſome hopes of reſtoring 
the catholic religion in England. In van, faid he, 


would you put an end to the King's life: He has 


children, who would ſucceed both to his crown and 
to his maxims of government. In vain would you 
extinguiſh the whole royal family: The nobility, 
the gentry, the parliament are all infected with the 


ſame herely, and could raiſe to the throne another 


prince and another family, who, beſides their ha- 
tred to our religion, would be animated with re- 


venge 
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Chap. II. venge for the tragical death of their predeceſſors. 
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To ſerve any good purpoſe, we muſt deſtroy, at 
one blow, the King, the royal family, the lords, 
the commons; and bury all our enemies in one 
common ru Happily, they are all aſſembled on 
Rnd ee ; and afford us the op- 
portunity of glorious and uſeful vengeance. Great 
preparations will not be requiſite. A few of us, 
combining, may run a mine below the hall, in 
which they meet, and chooſing the very moment 
when the King harangues both houſes, conſign 
over to deſtruction theſe determined foes to all 
piety and religion. Mean while, we. ourſelves 
ſtanding aloof, ſafe and unſſpected, ſhall triumph 


in being the inſtruments of divine wrath, and ſhall 
behold with pleaſure thoſe ſacrllegious walls, in 


which were paſt the edits for proſcribing our 
church, and butchering her children, toſt into a 
| thouſand fragments; while their impious inhabi- 


tants, meditating perhaps ſtill new perſecutions 


againſt us, paſs from flames above to flames be- 


low, there for ever to endure the torments due to 
dir offences. 


PierRcY was charmed with this project of Cateſ- 


by; and they agreed to communicate the mat- 


ter to a few more, and among the reſt to Thomas 


Winter whom they ſent over to Flanders, in queſt 


of Fawkes, an officer in the Spaniſh ſervice, with 
whoſe zeal and courage they were all * ac- 
quainted. When cer they,inh liſted fl ew conſpi- 
rator, in order to bind him toAecrecy, ith 
an oath, they-atways employed the + , the 
moſt ſacred rite of their religion. And tis re- 
markable, that no one of theſe pious devotees ever 
entertained the leaſt compunction with regard to 
the cruel maſſacre, which they projected, of what- 
ever was great and eminent in the nation. Some 
of them only were ſtartled by the reflection, that 
of coy many catholics muſt be preſent; as 
| ſpectators, 


ſeats in the houſe of peers: But Teſmond, a jeſuit, 
and Garnet, ſuperior of that order in England, re- 


moved theſe weak ſcruples, and ſhowed them.how 


the intereſts of religion required, that the innocent 


ſhould here be facrificed along with the guilty, 


All this paſſed in the ſpring and ſummer of the 
year 1604 - When the conſpirators alſo hired a 
houſe in Piercy's name, adjoining to that in which 
the parliament was to aſſemble. Towards the end 


of that year they began their operations, That 


they might be leſs interrupted, and give leſs ſuſpi- 
cion to the neighbourhood, they carried in ſtore of 


proviſions along with them, and never deſiſted from 
their labour. ObſtinatE&%s their purpoſe, and con- 


. firmed by paſſion, 075 DEC and by mutual 


exhortation, they littl 


in compariſon 0 
a diſappointment ; and having provided arms, Mong 


with the inſtruments of their work,” they reſolved 
there to periſh in caſe of a diſcovery, 
rous and pfgus, traite- 


it. Their perſeverance advan- 
ced the work; and they ſoon pierced the wall, tho 
three yards in thickneſs; but on approaching the 
other ſide, they were ſome what ſtartled with hearing 


a noiſe, which they knew not how to account for. 
Upon inquiry, they found, that it came from the 


vault below the houſe of lords; that a magazine of 
coals had been kept there; and that, as the coals 
were ſelling off, the vault would be let to the high- 
eſt bidder. The opportunity was immediately 
ſeized; the place hired by Piercy ; thirty ſux bar- 
rels of powder lodged in it; the whole covered up 
with faggots and billets; the doors of the cellar 


boldly flung open; and every body mies. as if 


It contained nothing dangerous. 
YO Ek D 'Conrinany 
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© ConyPipenr of ſucceſs; they now began to look 
| forward, and to plan the remaining part of Your . 
project. The King, the Queen, e Pri 

"Wakes were all expected to be preſent at the oneh- | 
ing of the parliament. - The Duke, by reaſon of 
his tender age, would be abſent ; and it was reſolv- 
ed, that Piercy ſhould ſeize him, or aſſaſſmate him. 
The Princeſs Elizabeth, a child like ways, was kept 
at Lord Harrington's houſe in Warwiekſhire; and 
Sir Everard Digby, Rookwood, Grant, being let 


into the conſpiracy, engaged to aſſemble their 


friends, nder pretent” of a hunting-match, and 


ſeizing that Princeſs immediately to proclaim her 
Queen. So tranſported were they with rage againſt 
their adverſaries, and charmed with the proſpect of 
revenge, chat they forgot all care of their own ſafe- 
ty; and truſting to the general confuſion, which 
muſt reſult from ſo unexpected a blow, they fore- 
ſaw not, that the fury of the people, now unre- 
ſtrained by any authority, muſt have turned againſt 
them, and would probably have ſatiated itſelf, by 
an univerſal maſſacre of the catholics. 

The day, fo long wifhed for, now approached, 

on which the partiament was appointed to aſſem- 
'ble. The dreadful ſecret, tho' communicated to 
above twenty perſons, had been religiouſly kepr, 
during the ſpace of near a year and a half. No re- 
morſe, no pity, no fear of puniſhment, no hope of 
reward, had, as yet, induced any one confpirator, 
either to abandon the enterprize, br make a diſco- 
very of it. The holy fury had extinguiſhed in their 
breaſt every other motive; and it was an indiſcre- 
tion at laſt, proceeding chiefly from theſe very bi- 
gotted nen and partaiities, which ſaved the 
nation. 

TN days before the meeting of the parliament, 
Lord Monteagle, a catholic, fon to Lord Morley, 
received the following letter, which had been deli- 

"ont: to his ſervant by an unknown hand. My 


7 F: hat 


W 5 


AJ A M K 8 1 
217 I. 


Lord, Out of ibe love I bear to ſome of your friends, Chap. I. 
1 baue a care of your preſervation. Therefore 1 would 5. 


adviſe you, as you tender your life, to deviſe ſome excuſe 
ro ſhift off your attendance at this parliament. For 
God and man have concurred to puniſh the wickedneſs 


| of this time. And think not ſlightly of this advertiſe- 


ment; but retire yourſelf into your country, where you 
may expect the event in ſafety. For, tho there be no 
appearance of any ſtir, yet, 1 ſay, they will receive a 
terrible blow this parliament, and yet they ſhall not ſee 
who hurts them. This council is not to be contemned, 
becauſe it may do you good, and can do you no harm 
For the danger is paſt, as ſoon as you have burned the 
letter. And I hope God will grve you the grace to make 
good "uſe of it, to whoſe holy protection I commend you. 
MoNnTEAGLE knew not what to make of this let- 


ter; and tho' inclined to think it a fooliſh attempt 


to frighten and ridicule him, he judged it ſafeſt to 
carry it to Lord Saliſbury, ſecretary of ſtate. Tho' 


_ Saliſbury too was inclined 0's 72 little attention to 


it, he thought proper to the 
King, who came to town a few days after. To the 
King, it appeared not ſo light a matter; and from 


the ſerious earneſt ſtyle of the letter, he conjectur- 
ed, that it implied ſomething very dangerous and 


important. A terrible blow and yet the authors con- 


cealed, a danger ſo ſudden and yet ſo great, theſe cir- 


cumſtances ſeemed all to denote ſome contrivance 
by gun- powder; and it was thought adviſeable to 
inſpect all the vaults below the houſes of parliament. 
This care belonged to the Earl of Suffolk, Lord 


chamberlain; who purpoſely delayed the ſearch, till 
the day before the meeting of the parliament. He 


remarked thoſe great piles of wood and faggots, 
which lay in the vault under the upper houſe; and 
he caſt his eye upon Fawkes, who ſtood in a dark 
corner, and paſſed himſelf for Piercy's ſervant. 
The daring and determined courage, which ſo much 


diſtinguiſhed- this confpirator, even among thoſe 


D 2 heroes 


1605. 


36 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN, 


Chap, II. heroes in villainy, was fully painted in his coim- 


tenance, and was not paſſed unjoticed by the Eerd 
chamberlain. Such a quantity, of fuel tee, for the 
uſe of one who lived ſo little in town as Piercy, ap- 
peared a little extraordinary; and upon comparing 
all circumſtances, it was reſolved, that a more tho- 
row inſpection ſhould be made. About midnight, 
Sir Thomas Knevet, a juſtice of peace, was ſent 
with proper attendants; and before the door of the 
vault, finding Fawkes, who had juſt finiſhed all his 
preparations, he immediately ſeized him, and turning 
over the faggots, diſcovered the powder. The matches 


and every thing proper for ſetting fire to the train 


were taken in Fawkes's pocket, who finding his guilt 
now apparent, and ſeeing no refuge but in boldneſs 
and deſpair, expreſſed the utmoſt regret, that he 
had loft the opportunity of firing the powder at 
once, and of ſweetening his own death by that of 
his enemies. Before the council, he diſplayed the 
ſame intrepid firmneſs, mixt even with ſcorn and 


diſdain; refufing to diſcover his accomplices, and 


ſhowing no concern but for the failure of the enter- 
prize. This obſtinacy laſted Ser two or three days: 
But being confined to the tower, left to reflect on 
bis guilt and danger, and the rack being juſt ſhown 
to him; his courage, fatigued with ſo long an ef- 
fort, and unſupported by hope or ſociety, at laſt 
ſuccumbed; and he made a full diſcovery of all the 

i 8 By 
.._ CaTEsBY,, Piercy, and the other criminals, who 
were in London; tho' they had heard of the alarm 
taken at the letter ſent to Monteagle, tho' they had 
heard of the Perd chamberlain's ſearch ; yet were 
reſolved to perſiſt to the utmoſt, and never aban- 
doned their hopes of ſucceſs *. But at laſt, hear- 
” i | ing 
dome hiſtorians have imagined, that the King had ſecret 
intelligence of the conſpiracy, and that the letter to Monteagle 
was wrote by his direction, in order to obtain the fame of pe- 
netration in diſcovering the plot. But the known facts re- 
1ute 
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ing that Fay kes was N they Sri au- Chap. IT, 


to. Warwickſhi Sir Everard Digby, K. 
225 Ot NET Matt had attended his a 
rates, was . 1 Int arms, in order to ſeize the 
Princels Elizabeth. She had eſcaped: into Coven- 
try; and they were obliged to put thernſelves on 
their defence againtt the country, who were raiſed 
from all quarters, and armed, by the ſheriffy. The 
conſpirators, with all their attendants, never exceed- 
ed the number of eighty perſons ; and being ſur- 
rounded on every tide, could no longer entertain 
hopes, either..of preval 8. 2.7 Having 
therefore confeſſed F onion and —.—— abſo- 
lution, they boldly prepared for death, and reſolv- 
ed to {ell their lives as dear as poſlible to the aſſai- 
lants. But even this miſerable conſolation was de- 
nied them. Some of their powder took fire, and 
diſabled them for defence. The people ruſhed in 
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upon them. Piercy and Cateſpy were killed with 4 


one ſhot. . Digby, Rookwood, Winter, and others, 
being taken priſoners, were tried, confeſſed their 
guilt, and died, .as well as Garnet, by the hands 
of the executioner. “ 

NI THER had the 1 7 tithes of i con- 
ſpirators urged. them to this enterprize, nor had the 
former profligacy of their lives prepared them for ſo 
great a crime. Before that audacious attempt, their 
conduct ſeems, in general, to be liable to no reproach. 
Cateſby's character had entitled him to ſuch regard, 


that Rookwood and Digby were ſeduced by their 


implicit truſt in his Judgment ; and they declared, 


fute this ſuppoſition. That letter, being 3 talked of, 
might naturally have given an alarm to the conſpirators, and 
made them contrive their eſcape. The viſit of the Lord cham- 
berlain ought to have had the ſame effect. In ſhort, it appears, 
that no body was arreſted or enquired after, for ſome days, till 
Fawkes diſcovered their names. We may infer, however, from 


a letter in Winwood's Memorials, vol. 2. that Saliſbury's ſaga- 
city led the King i in his conjectures, and that the miniſter, hke 
an artful courtier, gave his maſter the praiſe of the whole dif- 
covery. 
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to him, 
they were ready, on any occaſion,” to — 
their lives. Digby himſelf was as highly eſteemed 
and beloved as any man in England; and he had 
been particularly honored with the good opinion of 
Queen Elizabeth. Twas bigotted zeal alone, the 
moſt abſurd of prejudices maſqued with reaſon, 
the moſt criminal of paſſions covered with the ap- 
pearance of duty, which ſeduced them into mea- 
ſures, that were fatal to themſelves, and had ſo 
nearly proved fatal to their country. 

Tux Lords Mordaunt and Sturton, two catho- 
lics, were fined, the former ro, ooo pounds, the 
latter 4000, by the ſtar-chamber; becauſe their 
abſence from parliament had begot a ſuſpicion of 
their being made acquainted with the - conſpiracy. 
The Earl of Northumberland was fined 30,000 
pounds, and detained ſeveral years priſoner in the 
tower; becauſe, among other grounds of ſuſpicion, 
he had admitted Piercy into the number of gentle- 


men penſioners, . without his taking the requiſite 


oaths. Theſe-ſentences may be - eſteemed ſome- 
what arbitrary : But ſuch was the 1 nature of all pro- 


ceedings in the ſtar- chamber. 


Tut King, in his ſpeech to the parliament, ob- 


ſerved, that, tho! religian had engaged the con- 


ſpirators into ſo criminal an attempt, yet ought we 


not to involve all the Roman catholics in the ſame 
guilt, or ſuppoſe them equally diſpoſed to commit 
ſuch enormous barbarities. Many holy men, he 
ſaid, and our anceſtors among the reſt, had been 
ſeduced to concur with that church in her ſcholaſtic 
Doctrines; who yet had never admitted her ſeditious 


principles, concerning the Pope's power of de- 
throning kings, or ſanctifying aſſaſſination. The 


wrath of heaven is: denounced againſt crimes, but 


innocent error may obtain its favor; and nothing 
can be more hateful than the uncharitableneſs of 
puritans, who condemn alike to eternal torments, 


even 


me 


mit 

he 
een 
ſtio 
OUS 
de- 
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but 


ing 
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nts, 
ven 


conformed himſelf to it. Hexe-i may net-be-im- 


ry theology; and the 


latry, the popular religi 
rior practices and obſervaiſces, than of any princi- 
ples, which either took 
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even * inoft inoffenſive proſelytes to popery- For Chap, IL, 

his part, he added, that conſpiracy, however atro- 05. 

cious, ſhould never alter, in the leaſt, his plan of 

government: While with one hand he puniſhed 

guilt; with the other, he would ſtill — and 

protect innocence. After this ſpeech, he nee 

the parliament, till the 22d of January. | 
Tur moderation, and, | may ſay, magnanimi- 

ty, of the King, immediately after ſo narrow an 

eſcape from a inoſt deteſtable conſpiracy, was no 

way agreeable to his ſubjets. Their rage againſt 

popery, even before this provocation, had riſen to 

a' great pitch ; and it had perhaps been more pru- 

dent in James, by a little diſſimulation, to have 


proper, in a- fe words,jto give ſome account of the Lern AED 

Roman catholic. ſuperſtſtion, its genius and ſpirit, r e gia 

Hiſtory addreſſes itſelf fo a more diſtant poſterity 2:4 os 

than will ever be reachqd by any local or tempora- 

aracters of ſeas may be 

ſtudied, when their cqntroverſies thall be n 

forgotten. | 
BEFORE the reformation, all men of an and Character 

virtue wiſhed impatiently for ſome event, which 0 . 25 

might repreſs the exorbitant power of the clergy 1 

over Europe, and put ai end to the unbounded u- 1 

ſurpations and pretenſiops of the Roman pontiff: 

But when the doctrine of Luther was promulgated, 

they were ſomewhat alafmed at the ſharpneſs of 

the remedy ; and it wag eaſily foreſeen, from the 

offenſive zeal of the refortners, and defenſive of the 

church, that all chriſtendom muſt be thrown: into 

combuſtion. In the preteding ſtate of ignorance 

and tranquillity, into which mankind were lulled, 

the attachment to ſuperſtiſion, tho" without reſerve, 

was not extreme; and, like the antient pagan ido- 

conſiſted more of exte- 


Heffion of the heart, or |; 
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duct. It might have been hop- 
ed, that learning 1nd knowledge, as of old in 
Greece, ſtealing in gradually, would have opened 

a earn and corrected ſuch of the eccleſi- 
aftical-abuſes as were the groſſeſt and moſt bur- 


thenſome. It had þeen obſerved, that, upon the 


revival of letters, vqry generous and enlarged ſen- 
timents of religion prevailed throughout all Italy; 
and that, during the reign of Leo, the court of 
Rome itſelf, in imifation of their illuſtrious prince, 
had not been wanfing in a juſt ſenſe of freedom. 
But when the enraged and fanatical reformers took 
arms againſt the papal hierarchy, and threatned to 
rend from the churgh at once all her riches and au- 
thority; no wondeſ ſnhe was animated with equal 
zeal and ardor, in defence of ſuch antient and in- 
valuable ' poſſeſſions} At the ſame time, that ſhe 
employed the ſtake pnd gibbet againſt her avowed 
enemies, ſhe extended her jealouſy even towards 
learning and philof ophy, whom, in her ſupine ſe- 
curity, ſhe had formęrly overlooked, as harmleſs 


and inoffenſive. Hehce, the ſevere check, which 


knowledge received in Italy: Hence, its total ex- 
tinction in Spain: Aid hence, the flow progreſs, 
which it made, in Frahce, Germany, and England. 
From the admiration of antient literature, from the 
inquiry after new diſcoyeries, the minds of the ſtu- 
dious were every where turned to polemical ſcience; 
and, in all ſchools and 4cadamies, the furious con- 
troverſies of theology tobk place of the calm difqui- 
ſitions of learning. 

Me an while, the rage of diſpute and the vio- 
lence of oppoſition rivetſed men more ſtrongly in 
all their various deluſions] and infected every inter- 
courſe of ſociety with their malignant influence. 
The Roman pontiff, not afmed with temporal force, 
ſufficient for his defence, was obliged to point a- 


new all his ſpiritual artillety, and to propagate the 
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doctrine of rebellion and even of aſſaſſination, in 


order 


and fomp of worſhip, 


_ orders, that auſtere mein, 


the vulgar; all authority a 
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Fm to dg or terrify 
lous and provoked, timorous and uncontroled, di- 
rected all the councils of that ſect, and gave riſe to 
ſuch events as ſeem aſtopiſning amid the mildneſs 


and humanity-of modernmanners. The maſſacre 


of Paris, that of Ireland} the murder of the two 
Henrys of France, the gun- powder conſpiracy in 
England, are memorableſ tho' temporary inſtances 
of the bigotry of that ſupęrſtition. And the dread- 
ful tribunal of the inquiſiſion, that utmoſt inſtance 
of human depravity, is af durable monument to in- 
ſtruct us what a pitch iniquity and cruelty may riſe 


to, when covered Was he ſacred mantle of reli 


ion. 
: Tuo' the proſpect of aring the plunder of the 
church had engaged ſonje princes to embrace the 
reformation, it may be affirmed, that the Romiſh 
ſyſtem remained ſtill the favorite religion of ſove- 


reigns. The blind ſubrpiſhon, which is inculcated 


by all ſuperſtition, particularly by that of the ca- 
tholics ; the abſolute reſignation of all private judg- 
ment, reaſon, and inq 
very advantageous to civil as well as eccleſiaſtical 
authority; and the libdrty of the ſubje& is more 
likely to ſuffer from ſuch principles than the prero- 
gatives of the chief magiſtrate. _ The ſplendor too 


ſupports, are agreeable to the taſte of magnifi- 
cence, that prevails in courts, and form a ſpecies 
of devotion, which, w Ile | it flatters the pampered 
ſenſes, gives little perple tity to the indolent under- 
ſtandings of the great. That delicious country, 


where the Roman pontiff preſides, was the ſource of 


all modern art and refinement, and diffuſed on its 
ſuperſtition an air of politeneſs, which diſtinguiſhes 
it from the groſs ruſticity pf the other ſects. And 
tho' policy made it aſſume, in ſome of its monaſtic 
which 1s acceptable to 
reſided in its prelates 


his enemies. Prieſts, jea- 28 
160g 


Iry.; theſe are diſpoſitions 


hich that religion carefully 


and 
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vhoſe t more ctiltivat2 
ed and humanized, iijclined them to every decent 
pleaſure and indulgen Like all other ſpecies of 
ſuperſtition, it rouſes the vain fears of unhappy 
mortals; but it knoys alſo the ſecret of allaying 
theſe fears, and by exferior rites, ceremonies,” and 
abaſements, tho' ſometimes at the expence of mo- 
rals, it reconciles the pfnitent to this offended deity. 
EMPLOYING all thqſe various arts, along with 
a reſtleſs enterprize, | the catholic religion has 
acquired the favor of any monarchs, who had re- 
ceived their educationſfrom its rival ſect; and Swe- 
den, as well as Englapd, has felt the effect of its 
3885s theological learn- 
ing, confirmed, by, c dig uta ion had i fixed 
his judgment in yet Was his 
heart a little byaſſed b by the * of Rome, 
and he had been extremely. pleaſed; if the making 
i forme advances could have effected an union with 
that ancient mother church. He ſtrove to abate 
the acrimony of his own ſubjects againſt the reli- 
gion of their fathers: He became” himſelf the ob- 
ject of their diffidence and averſion. Whatever 
meaſures he embraced; in Scotland to introduce 


e. Aude in England to inforce the authority of the 


church, and ſupport its rites and ceremo- 
mes ; were interpreted as ſo many ſteps towards po- 
pery, and were repreſented by the fanatical puri- 
tans as ſymptoms of idolatry and ſuperſtition. Ig- 
norant of the conſequences, ot unwilling to ſacrifice 
to politics his'inclination, -which he called his con- 
ſcience, he perſevered in the ſame meaſures, and 
gave truft and preferment, almoſt indifferently, to 
his catholic and proteſtant ſubjects. And finding 


his perſon, as well as his title, leſs obnoxious to the 
church of Rome, than thoſe of Elizabeth, he gra- 
dually abated the rigor of thoſe laws, which had 
been enacted againſt that church, and which were 
ſo _— ta. his e ſubjects. But the ef- 
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jets, and in a 
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fects of theſe diſpoſitions on both ſides became not Chap. II. 

very ſenſible, till towards the coneluſion of fis reign, 16505. 
Ar this time, James ſeems to _— 8 2 

the affections even of his Engliſh ſu 

C27 bene, their eſteem 

and regard. Hitherto their complaints were 

chiefly levelled againſt his too great conſtancy 

in his early friendſhips; a quality, which, had 

it been attended with more oeconomy, the wife 

would have excuſed, ' and the candid would e- 

ven, Perhaps, have applauded. His parts, which 

were not deſpicable, and his learning, which 

was great, being highly extolled by his courtiers 

and gownmen, and not yet tried: in the manage- 

ment of any delicate affairs, for which he was 

unfit, bred a very high idea of him in the world; 

nor was it always thro' flattery or inſincerity, that 

he received the title of the ſecond Solomon. A re- 

port, which was ſuddenly ſpread about this time; of 

his being aſſaſſinated, viſibly ſtruck a great conſter- 

nation into all orders of men. The commons too A parlia- 

abated, this ſeſſion, ſomewhat of their exceſſive fru- ment. 

gality; and granted him an aid of three ſubſidies 

and ſix fifteenths, which, Sir Francis Bacon ſaid 

in the houſe, might amount to about four hundred 

thouſand pounds. And for once the King and par- 2oth of 


ian ent parted in friendſhip and humor. The May. 
hatred which the catholics LT OR EM ar him, gave 1606, 


him, at this time, an additional value in the eyes 

of his people. | | | 7 SIM 

Tuis aid was payabÞ in four years; and the (eg 
King's profuſion, joineq to the neceſſary charges of 
the government, had already very much anticipat- 
ed it, and diſpoſed him to diſfipate, in a very little 
time, among his friend$ and courtiers, all the re- 
mainder. To engage him farther into expence, his 
brother in- law, the King\of Denmark, payed him 
a viſit this ſummer; and the whole court was em 
ployed in feaſting and revelry, in maſques and in- 
„ terludes. 


16c6. 


Novemb. 
18. 


Chap. II terludes. Great eruditipn and profound morality; 


with little taſte or pleqſantry, prevail in all theſe 
entertainments: : Myſtery, allegory, and alluſion 
reign thro ont. Italy was then the model for wit 
and ingenuity among the European nations. France 
herſelf, who afterwards ſqt ſo much better patterns 
of elegance and pleaſure, Was at that time content- 
ed to copy ſervilely the labpred and romantic jnven- 
tions of her ſouthern neighþor. - 

Tux chief affair, ee , next * 
ſion, was the projected union of the two-kingdoms. 
Nothing could exceed the King's paſſion and zeal 
for this noble enterprize, but the parliament's pre- 
judice and reluctance againſt it. There r remain two 


Aue 2 excellent ſpeeches in favor of the union; & that of the 
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King, and that of Sir Francis Bacon. Thoſe, who 
affect in every thing ſuch an extreme contempt for 
ames, will be ſurpriſed to find, that his diſcourſe, 
th for good reaſoning and eloquent ocmpoſition, 


approaches very near that of a man, who was un- 
dqubtedly, at that time, one of the greateſt ge- 
niuſes of Europe. A few trivial indiſcretions and 
indecorums may be ſaid to characterize the ha- 
rangue of the monarch, and mark it for his own. 
And in general, ſo open and avowed a declaration 


in favor of a meaſure, where he had taken no care, 


by any precaution or intrigue; | to enſure ſucces, 
may ſafely be pronounced a very great indiſcretion. 


But the art of managing parliaments, by private 


. Intereſt or cabal, being found hitherto of little uſe 


or neceſſity, was not, as yet, become a part of En- 


gliſh politics. In the common courſe of affairs, go- 
vernment could be conducted without their aſſiſ- 


tance; and when their concurrence became requi- 
fite to the meaſures of the crown, it was, genera]- 
ly ſpeaking, except in times of great faction and 


diſcontent, obtained without much difficult.. 


Tue King's influence ſeems to have rendered 
the Scotch parliament very cordial in all the ſteps, 
Which 


Which they took towards the union. 
vantages which Scotland might hope from that 160 
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meaſure, were more conſiderable; yet were the ob- 


jections too, with regard to that kingdom, more 


ſtriking and obvious. The benefit which muſt 
have reſulted to England, both by acceſſion of 
ftrength and ſecurity, was not deſpicable; and as 
the Engliſh were, by far, the greater nation, and 
poſſeſſed the ſeat of government, the objections, 


either from honor or jealouſy, could not reaſonably 


have any place among them. The parliament 
indeed ſeem to have been ſwayed merely by the 
vulgar motive of national antipathy. And they 
perſiſted ſo obſtinately in their prejudices, that 


all the efforts for a thorow union and incorporation, 
ended only in the abolition of the hoſtile laws, for- 
-meerly enacted, betwixt the kingdoms: 

Some precipitant ſteps, which the King, a little | 


arer his firſt acceſſion, ' had taken, in order to pro- 


mote his favorite project, had been here obſerved to 
do more injury than ſervice. From his own autho- 
rity, he had aflumed the title of King of Great 
Britain; and had quartered the arms of Scotland, 


along with thoſe of England, in all coins, flags, 
and enſigns. And he had engaged the judges to 


make a declaration, that all thoſe, who, after the 


union of the crowns, thould be born in either 


kingdom, were, for that reaſon alone, naturalized 
in both. This was a nice queſtion, and, accord- 
ing to the ideas of thoſe times, ſuſceptible of 
ſubtile reaſoning on both ſides. The King was 
the ſame : The parliaments were different. To 
render the people therefore the ſame, we muſt 
ſuppoſe, that the ſovereign authority reſides chiefly 


in the prince, and that theſe. popular aſſemblies 
are rather ordained to aſſiſt with money and advice, 


than endued with any controling or active powers 
in the government. It is evident, ſays Bacon in his 
A. on this ſubject, that all other common- 


wealths, 


Tho the ad- Chap. 1. 
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Chap. II. 4wealths, monarchies only excepted; do ſubfift by a law © 


precedent." For where authority is drvided amongſt ma- 
ny officers, and they not perpetual, but annual or tem- 
Porary, and not to recerve their authority but by election, 
and certain perſons to have voices only in that election, 


and the like; theſe are buſy and curious frames} which 
of 'neceſſity da preſuppoſe a law precedent, written or un- 


4oritten, io guide and direct them But in monarchs, 
eſpecially hereditary, that is, when ſeveral families or 
lineages of people do fubmit themſelves to one line, imperial 
or royal; the ſubmiſſion is more natural and fimple ; which 


afterwards, ly law ſubſequent, is perfected and made 


more formal; but that is grounded upon nature. It would 
ſeem from this reaſoning that the idea of an here- 


reditary, limited monarchy, tho* implicitly ſuppoſed 


in many public tranſactions, had never, as yet, been 


expreſsly formed by any Engliſh lawyer or politician. 


- ExceerT the obſtinacy of the ' parliament with 
regard to the union, and an attempt on the King's 
eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, moſt of their other mea- 


ſures, during this ſeſſion, were ſufficiently reſpectful 
and obliging ; tho' they ſtill diſcover a vigilant ſpt- 


rit, and a careful attention towards public good and 
national liberty. The votes too of the commons 


ſnew, that that houſe contained a mixture of pu- 


ritans, who had acquired great authority among, 


them, and who, along with religious prejudices, 


were continually ſuggeſting ideas, more ſuitable 
to a popular than a monarchical form of government. 


The natural appetite for rule, made the commons 
lend a willing ear to every doctrine, which tended 


to augment their power and influence. | 

A petition was moved in the honſe for a- more 
rigorous execution of the laws againſt popiſh re- 
cuſants, and an abatement towards proteſtant non- 
conformiſts. Both theſe points were equally un- 


acceptable to the King; and he ſent orders to the 


houſe to proceed no farther. in that matter. The 


houſe were inclined, at firſt, - to conſider thefe 


orders 
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47 
orders as a breach of privilege: But they ſoon ac- Chap Il. 
quieſced, when told, that this meaſure of the King 


was ſupported by many precedents, particularly 
during the reign - of Elizabeth. Had the houſe 
been always diſpoſed to make the precedents of that 
reign the rule of their conduct, they needed never 


have had any difference with any of their monarchs. 
Tur complaints of Spaniſh depredations were . of June. 


very loud among the Engliſh merchants. The 
lower houſe ſent a meſſage to the lords, deſiring a 
conference with them, in order to their preſenting 
a joint petition to the King on that ſubject. The 
lords took ſome time to deliberate on this meſſage; 
becauſe, they ſaid, the matter, was weighty and 
rare. It probably eue to them, at firſt, that 


the parliament's interpoſing in affairs of ſtate would 


appear unuſual and extraordinary. And to ſhow, 
that in this ſentiment they were not guided by 
faction or court- influence; after they had delibe- 
rated, they agreed to che conference. When all 
buſineſs was finiſhed, the King provogued the uM 


liament. 


-Azmovr this time, hang: was an infarredion of, 4. of July. 


the country people in Northamptonſhire, headed 


by one Reynolds, a man of low condition. They 


went about deſtroying incloſures; but carefully 
avoided the committing any other outrage. This 
mſurrection was eaſily ſuppreſſed, and, tho* great 
lenity was uſed, yet were ſome of the ringleaders 
puniſhed. The chief cauſe of that trivial commotion 
ſeems to have been, in itſelf, far from trivial. 
*T was, at that time and fome time before, the 


common practice in England to diſuſe tillage, and 


throw the land into incloſures for the ſake of paſ- 
ture. By this means, the kingdom was depopu- 
lated, or at leaſt, prevented from increafing fo 
much in people, as might have been expected 
from the daily increaſe of induſtry and commerce 
In 9178 * the eommon rule, that riches beget 


+ Ein populouſneſs, 
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. II. populouſneſs, admits of ſome allowance or abate- 
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ment. In proportion as the common people in 
Eng land became more opulent, they —— | 
wy luxury of their diet, and were not contented, 


like their fathers, to make bread their chief nou- 
riſhment. The fields, throwyn into paſture, came 


to require leſs cultivation, and employed fewer 


hands. Peaſants too, by their increaſe in riches, 


were enabled to undertake more extenſive projects 


of huſbandry, which rendred the farm-houſes 


much thinner thro'out the. country. Theſe large 


| farms it was found eaſier to manage in paſture than 


in tillage, which tended ſtill further to depopulate 
the nation. Tis probable, however, that, at this 
time the cities gained what was loft by the country. 

Next year preſents us nothing memorable : But 


: in the ſpring of the ſubſequent, after a long ne- 


gotiation, was concluded, by a truce of twelve 
years, that war, which for near half-a century, 
had been carried on with ſuch fury, betwixt Spain 
and the ſtates of the united provinces. Never 


Truce be. conteſt ſeemed, at firſt, more unequal : Never 
twixtSpain Conteſt was finiſhed with. more honor to the weaker 


and the u- 


party. On the ſide of Spain were ranged num- 


nited pro- bers, riches, authority, diſcipline-: On the fide of 


vinces. 


the revolted provinces were found the attachment 
to liberty and the enthuſiaſm of religion. Wil- 
liam, Prince of Orange, by his prudence, gave 
ſtability to the fury of the people, and taught them, 


| firſt behind their walls, then in the open field, to 


oppole the unrelenting tyranny. of Spain. By firm 
and redoubled blows, they. ſhook. the -ill-jointed - 
fabric of that enormous monarchy. - Thro'-the 
unknown ſeas of both the Indies, they ſought their 
formidable foe, and returned with riches, as well 
as honor, to their native country. The unhappy . 
Eaſt, ignorant of other government but deſpotiſm, 
was aſtoniſhed to ſee men obey the ſilent and in- 
\ ns bc of laws; ; and regarded, as an 

inexplicable 
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licable prodigy, the noble principle of free- 
dom, by which theſe ſtrangers were animated. 
Even Europe, which, in Greek and Roman ſtory, 
had ſeen the ſpirit of liberty ſurmonnt every human 
oppoſition; now, in this fingular country,” gained 


from the ocean, beheld with wonder the elements 


themſelves ſubmit to its prevailing power. By her 
naval enterprizes the republic: maintained her ar- 


mies; and joining peaceful induſtry to military 
valor, ſhe was enabled, by her own force, to ſup- 
port herſelf, and gradually rely leſs on thoſe 
neighboring princes, who, from jealouſy to Spain, 


were at firſt prompted to encourage her revolt. 
Long had the pride of that monarchy prevailed 
over her intereſt, and prevented her from hearken- 


ing to any terms of accommodation with her re- 


bellious ſubjects. But finding all intercourſe cut 


off betwixt her provinces by the maritime force of 


the ſtates, ſhe at laſt agreed to treat with them as 


a free people, and ſolemnly to renounce all claim 


and pretenſion to their ſovereignty. 


Tuis chief point being once gained, the treaty March 30. 


was eaſily brought to a concluſion, under the joint 


mediation 'and guarantee of France and England. 


All exterior appearances of honor and regard were 
payed equally to both crowns: But very different 
were the ſentiments, which the ſtates, as well as 
all Europe, entertained of the princes, who wore 


them. Frugality and vigor, the chief circumſtan- 


ces, which procure regard among foreign nations, 
ſhone as conſpicuouſly 1 in Henry as they were de- 
fective in James. To a contempt of the Engliſh 
monarch, the French ſeems to have added a con- 
ſiderable degree of jealouſy and averſion, which 
were ſentiments — without foundation. 


James was perfectly juſt and fair in all tranſactions | 


with his allies ;' but it appears from the memoirs 


of thoſe times, that each fide eſteemed him partial 
towards their — and fancied, that he had 
; E 
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Ebap. IÞ . entered into ſecret meaſures againſt them. S0 lice 
1699: equity have men in their judgments of their on 


affairs; and ſo dangerous is that entire meutrality 
ft affected by the King of England 


1610. Tux little concern, which James too in foreigſi 


3 . renders. the: domeſtic occurrences, parucn- 
larly thoſe of parliament, the moſt intereſting of 
his reign. A new ſeſſion was called this ſpring,; 
A parlia- the King full of hopes of recewing ſupply z-the 
* - commons, of eireumſoribing his exorbitant pre- 
rogative.. The earl of | Saliſbury, now created 
treaſurer on the death of the Earl of Dorſet, laid 
open the King's neceſſities, firſt to the houſe of 
lords, then to a committee, of the commons. ; He 
inſiſted on the unavoidable. expences, in ſupporting 
the navy, and in ſuppreſſing a late inſurrection in 
Ireland: He mentioned three numerous courts, 
which the king was obliged to maintain, for himſelf, 
for the Queen, and for the Prince of Wales: He 
obſerved, that Queen Elizabeth, tho a ſingle woman, 
had received very large ſupplies, in the years pre- 
i ceding her death, which alone were expenſive to 
her: And he aſſerted, that, during her reign, ſhe 
had very much diſſipated the crown-lands; an ex- 
pedient, which, tho“ it ſupplied her preſent ne- 
ceſhties, without laying burthens en her people, 
multiplied extremely the neceſſities of her ſucceſ- 
ſor. From all theſe. cauſes; he thought it no- Ways 
ſtrange, that the King's income ſhould fall ſhort ſo 
great a ſum as eighty one thouſand pounds of his 
ſtated and regular expence; without mentioning 
contingencies, which ought always to be eſteemed 
a fourth of the yearly charges. And as the crown 
was now neceſſarily burthened with a great and 
urgent debt, he thence inferred the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of an immediate and large fupply from the 
people. To all theſe reaſons, which James like- 


ommons remained inexorable. But not to 


— — 


7 
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March 21. ways urged in a ſpeech addreſſed to both houſes, | 


az ld kn == 1 PYY «a 


ro un ar A M: E 3 TT 


= 


ſhock . King with an n refuſal, cho Chap. U. 
granted him one ſubſidy and one fifteenth; hick 1610. 


| would ſcarce amount to a hundred thouſand pounds. 


And James received the mortification of diſcover- 


ing, in vain, all his wants, and of begging aid of 
ſubjects, who had no reaſonable indulgence nor 
conſideration for him. 


AmMoNG the many cauſes of diſguſt and e 


which now, daily and unavoidably, multiplied be- 
twixt Prince and parliament, this article of money 
is to be regarded as none of the leaſt conſiderable. 
After the diſcovery and conqueſt of the Weſt-In- 
dies, gold and filver became every day more plen- 
tiful in England, as well as in the reſt of Europe ; 
and the price of all commodities and proviſions 
roſe to a pitch beyond what had ever been known, 
ſince the declenſion of the Roman empire. As 
the revenue of the crown roſe not in proportion, 
* the Prince was inſenſibly reduced to poverty a- 
mid the general riches of his ſubjects, and requir- 
ed additional funds, in order to ſupport the ſame 

ay "i and force, which had been maintained 
by fo 


rmer monarchs. But while money thus flow- 


ed into England, we may obſerve, that, at the ſame 


time, and r from that very cauſe, art and 


induſtry of all kinds received a mighty increaſe; 
and elegance in every enjoyment of life became 
better known, and more cultivated among all 
ranks of people. The King's ſervants, both civil 
and military, his courtiers, his miniſters, demanded 


more ample ſupplies from the impoveriſhed Prince, 


and were not contented with the ſame ſimplicity of 

living, which had ſatisfied their anceſtors. The 

Prince himſelf began to regard an increaſe of pomp 

and ſplendor « as equine to wer we the 3 < 
E 2 


* Beſide the great diſſi ipation of the 3 the fee- 
farm-rents never increaſed, and the other lands were let on 


long leaſes and at a great e litile or nothing above | 


the old rent. 


+ - + 
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- his character, and to preſerve the ſame ſuperiority 
© above his ſubjects, which his predeceffors had en- 


joyed. Some equality too, and proportion to'the 


other ſovereigns of Enrope, it was natural for him 
to deſire; and as they had univerſally enlarged 
their revenue and multiplied their taxes, the Kin 
of England eſteemed it reaſonable, that his fub- - 
jets, who were generally richer than theirs, ſhould 
dear with patience fore additional burthens and 
im oſttions. fa 8 
NHAPPILY for the King, thoſe very riches, 
ang with the increaſing knowledge of the age, 
bred. oppofite ſentiments in his ſubjects; and en- 
gendering a ſpirit of freedom and nde endence, 
diſpoſed them to pay little regard, either to the 
entreaties or menaces of their ſovereign. While 
the barons poſſeſſed their former immenſe property 
and extenſive juriſdictions, they were apt, on every 
diſguſt, to endanger the monarch, and throw the 
whole 'government into confuſion : But this very 
confuſion often, in its turn, proved favorable to the 
monarch, and made the nation again ſubmit to 


him, in order to re-eſtabliſh juſtice and tranquil- 


tity. After that both the ſtatute of alienations, 
and the increaſe of commerce had thrown the ba- 
lance of property into the hands of the commons, 
the ſituation of affairs and the diſpoſitions of men 
became ſuſceptible of a more regular plan of li- 
berty; and the laws were not fupported ingly 


by the authority of the ſovereign. And tho' 


that interval, after the decline of the peers, Be 
before the people had yet experienced their force, 


the princes aſſumed an exorbitant power, and had 


almoſt annihilated the conſtitution under the weight 
of their=prerogative ; fo ſoon as the commons re- 
covered from their lethargy, they ſeem to have 
been aſtoniſhed at the danger, and were relolyed 


to ſecure. liberty by. firmer Harpers, Foun their 


8 bad hitherto provided for | It; Tun 
a 1 
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Ha, James poſſeſſed a very rigid frugality, he 
iche have warded off this criſis ſomewhat longer; 
and waiting patiently for a favorable opportunity 
to increaſe and fix his revenue, might have ſe- 
cured the. extenſive authority, which was ran{- 
mitted to him. On the other hand, had the com- 
mons been inclined to act with more generoſity 
and kindneſs towards their Prince, they might pro- 
bably have turned his neceſſities to good account, 
and have bribed him to depart peaceably from the 


moſt dangerous articles of his prerogative. But 


he was a foreigner, and ignorant of the arts of 
popularity; ; they, ſowered by religious prejudices, 
and tenacious of their money: And, in this fitu- 
ation, it is no wonder, that, during this whole 
reign, we ſcarce find an interval of mutual con- 
fidence and friendſhip betwixt prince an parlia- 
ment. 

Tux King, by his prerogative ee had, ſome 
years before, altered all the cuſtoms, and eſta- 
bliſned new impoſitions on almoſt every kind of 
merchandize. The precedents for ſo dangerous an 
exerciſe of power were neither ve 7. recent nor 
very numerous. One in the reign of Mary, ano- 
ther in the beginning of Elizabeth, were the lateſt 
that could be found. But, as the impoſitions of 
theſe two Queens had been all along ſubmitted to, 
and till continued to be levied ; they. ſeemed to 


throw a kind of doubt and ambiguity on this queſ- 


tion, which was of fo great moment to the con- 
ſtitution. Tis obſervable too, on the one hand, 
that the kings of England had, in many inſtances, 
aſſumed as their prerogative the ſole direction of 
foreign commerce ; and, that commerce being an- 
tiently managed altogether by ſtrangers, |_rhefe 


were the more readily abandoned to the roya al will 


and authority. And, on the other. hand, it is ob- 
vious, that the duties of tunnage-and poundage 
had 3 been levied by authority of parliament, 
E 3 and, 


54 
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Chap. II. and; tho regularly continued, had yet been re- 


1610. 


ceived as a free gift from the people. On this oc- 
caſion, the commons remonſtrated to the King a- 
gainſt a meaſure, which was certainly the moſt 


exceptionable of any embraced by him during his 


whole reign. They obſerved, That the reaſons of 
that practice might be extended much farther, even to 
the utter ruin of the antient liberty of the kingdom, 
and” the ſubject's right of property in their lands and 
rods. Tho' expreſsly forbid by the King to touch 
his prerogative, they paſſed a bill aboliſhing theſe 
impoſitions; which was rejected by the houſe of 
IN another addreſs to the King, they objected 
to the practice of borrowing upon privy ſeals, 
and deſired, that the ſubjects ſhould not be forced 
to lend money to his Majeſty, nor give a reaſon 
for their refuſal. Some murmurs likeways were 
thrown' out in the houſe againſt the monopoly of 
the licence of wines. It muſt be confeſſed, that 
forced loans and monopolies were eſtabliſhed on 
many and recent precedents; tho' diametrically - 
oppoſite to all the principles of a free govern- 

. ex FAE 


We find the King's anſwer in Winwood's Memorials. 
« To the third and fourth (namely that it might be lawful to 
« arreft. the King's ſervants without leave, and that no man 
« ſhould be inforced to lend money, nor to give a reaſon why 
« he would not) his Majeſty ſent us an anſwer, that becauſe 
« we brought precedents, of antiquity to ſtrengthen thoſe de- 
« mands, he allowed not of any precedents drawn fiom the 
« time of uſurping or decaying princes or people too bold 
« and wanton ; that he deſired not to govern in that common- 
%% wealth, where ſubjects ſhould be aſſured of all things and 


* hope for nothing. It was one thing, ſubmittere principatum 


« legibus; and another thing, ſubmittere principatum ſubditis. 


That he would not leave to poſterity ſuch a mark of weak- 


« neſs upon his reign, and therefore his concluſion was, non 
« placet petitio, non placet exemplum Yet with this mitigation, 
« that in matters of loans he would refuſe no reaſonable ex- 
* cuſe, nor ſhould my Lord chamberlain deny the arreſting of 

. | 8 * * '« any 


„ a MER BY E 2th 


55 


| Tus houſe; like ways discovered: ſome diſcontent Chap. II. 


ainft the King's proclamations. James told them, 1619. 


That dh lu duell knew, by ibe conſtitution and policy 
of ibe Ring dom, that proclametions. were 4! of , equal 


farce: withilaws 2 yet be thought; it a duty incumbent. on 
em, and a power mſeparably; annexed. 10 tbe crowns. ta 


teſtrain and prevent ſuch: miſchiefs, and incunveniences 
as he ſaw growing. on the ftate, . againſt which uo cer- 
tain lau was, extant,. and which might; tend 10 ile g great 
detriment: of : the. Subjett, if there ſhould be n remedy 
provided till the meeting f parliament. Aud, ts 
prerogative, he adds, our pregenitors have, ds well in 
antieut as later times; uſed and enjoyed. The inter- 
yals betwixt ſeſſions, we may Obſerve, were fre- 
quently ſo long as to render it requiſite for a prince 
io interpoſe by; his prerogative; and it was an eſta- 
bliſhed maxim among the lawyers, that all the 
proclamations of a king were abrogated by his 
death. But What the authority could be, which 


bound the ſubjects, and yet was, inferior to the au- 
 thority of laws, ſeems inexplicable, by any maxims 


of reaſon, or politics: And in, this inſtance, as in 
many others, it is eaſy to ſee, how. unintelligible 
the Engliſh conſtitution. was, before the parliament 
was able, by continued acquiſitions or. encroach- 
ments; to eſtabliſh-it on fixt principles of liberty. 
Uxom the ſettlement of the reformation, that ex- 
tenſiye branch of power, which regards eccleſiaſti- 
cal matters, being then without an awner, ſdem- 
ed to belong to the firſt occupier; and Henry fail- 
ed not immediately to ſeize it, and to exert it even 
to the utmoſt degree of tyranny. The policing 


46 any af * Mee, fervants, if jul cauſe was loans 
Winwood, vol. 3. p. 193. ad edit. The parltament, however, 
acknowledged at this time with thankfulneſs to the King, that 
he allowed diſputes and inquiries about his prerogative, much 
beyond what had been indulged by any of his predeceſſors, 
This very ſeſſion, he expreſsly gave Wen! leave to produce all 
ther grievances, without N 
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clap U. of it was continued with Edward; and recovered 


by Elizabeth; and that ambitious Princeſs was ſo 
remarkably jealous: of this flower of her crown, 
chat ſne ſeverely reprimanded the parliament, if 


they ever preſumed to intermeddle in theſe mat- 


ters, tho but to appoint! a faſt or regulate the Ob- 


ſervance of ſunday; and they were ſo over awed 


by her authority, as to ſubmit, and to aſk pardon 
on theſe occaſions. But James's parliaments were 
much leſs obſequious. They ventured to lift up 
their eyes, and to conſider this prerogative. They 
there ſaw a very large province of government, 
poſſeſſed by the King alone, without being com- 
municated to the parliament. They were ſenſible; 
that this province admitted not of any exact boun- 
dry or circumſcription. They had felt, that the 
Roman pontiff, in former ages, under pretext of 
religion, was gradually making advances to uſur 


the whole civil power. They dreaded ſtill more 
dangerous conſequences from the pretenſions of 


their own ſovereign, who reſided among them, and 


who, in many other reſpects,” poſſeſſed ſuch unli- 


mited authority. They therefore eſteemed it ab- 
ſolutely requiſite to bereave him of this branch of 
prerogative; and accordingly, in the preceding 
ſeffion, they paſſed a bill againſt the eſtabliſhment 
of any eccleſiaſtical canons without conſent of par- 
liament. But the houſe of lords, as is uſual, de- 
fended the bartiers of the then. and. rejected the 
_ I 5-4 

II this flags the commons gontented em- 


ſelves with remonſtrating againſt the proceedings 


of the high commiſſion-court. This court had been 
eſtabliſhed by Ehzabeth, and conſiſted partly of 
lay-members, partly of eccleſiaſtical; all of them 
nominated by the crown. Their juriſdiction EX» 


tended to all eccleſiaſtical affairs, and their ſenten- 


ces were altogether diſcretionary, ' or, what the 
commons called, arbitrary. The farcchamber, which 


conſiſted | 


nnd et dont heal A. _—— 1 rr on rr 
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2 of the judges and priyy council, exertech car. thy 
ke authority in civil matters. It required no great . 
penetration to ſee the extreme danger to liberty, 
ariſing from diſcretionary powers in a regal govern- 
ment. But James, as was natural, rejected the 
application of the commons. Ne was probably 
ſenſible, that, beſide the great diminution of his 
authority, many inconveniencies muſt neceſſarily 
reſult from the aboliſhing all power of this nature 
in every magiſtrate; and that the laws, were they 
ever ſo carefully framed and digeſted. could not 
poſſibly provide againſt all contingencies; much 
leſs, where they had not, as yet, attained a . 
__ degree of accuracy and refinement. . 
Bur the buſineſs, which chiefly occupied the Hy 
commons, during this ſeſſion, was the abolition of 
wardſhips and purveyance; prerogatives, which 
had been more or leſs touched on, every ſeſſion, 
during the whole reign of James. In this affair; 
the commons employed the proper means, which 
might intitle them. to ſucceſs : They offered the 
King a ſettled revenue as an equivalent for the 
powers, which he-ſhould: part with; and the King 
was willing to hearken to terms. After much dif- 
pute, he offered to give up theſe prerogatives for 
200,000 pounds a- year, which they agreed to con- 
= fer on him: And nothing remained, towards clo- 
8 ſing the bargain, but that the commons ſhould de- 
le termine the funds, from which this ſum ſhould be 
; levied. The ſeſſion was too far advanced to bring 


* .* 
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1- | fo difficult a matter to a full concluſion; and tho? 

7 they met again, towards the end of -the year, and 
n reſumed. the queſtion, they were never able to ter- 
of | minate an affair, which they ſeemed ſo intent up- 
m on. The journals of that ſeſſion are loſt; and as the 
x- hiſtorians of that age are very negligent i in relatin 

N- parliamentary affairs, of whoſe importance they 
ne were not ſufficiently appriſed, we know not exact- 
i ly the reaſon of this failure. [t only appears, * | 
2d | the 
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Chip: M. che King was extremely diſſatisfied with the con- 
16 duct of the parliament, and ſoon afterwards diſc. 


ſolved it. This was his firſt parliament,” —_— 


near ſeven; years e ling 


in the midſte uf all cheſeranacka, facie raven; 


ſome lets violent, on royal prerogative, the King 


diſplayed, as openly as ever, all his exalted notions 


of monarchy and the authority of princes. Even 
in a ſpeech, where he begged for ſupply, and where 


he ſnhould naturally have uſed every art to ingra- 
tiate himſelf with the parliament, he expreſſed him- 
felf in theſe terms; T conclude, then, the point, 


«touching: the power of kings, with this axiom 
of divinity, that, as to diſpute, hat God. may do, 


is blaſphemy, but, t God wille, that divines 


may lawfully and do ordinarily diſpute and diſ- 


* cuſs; ſo is it ſedition in ſubjects ta diſpute, what 
«2a king may do in the height of his power. But 
juſt kings will ever be willing to declare what 
they will do, if chey will not incur the curſe of 
„ God. I will not be content, that my power be 
4 diſputed upon; but I ſhall ever be willing to 

„ make the reaſon appear of my doings, and rule 
4 my actions according to e laws. Notwith- 
ſtanding the great extent of prerogative in that 
age, theſe expreſſions muſt certainly have given of- 


fence. But we may obſerve, that, as the King's 


deſpotiſm was more ſpeculative than practical, ſo 
the independency of the commons was, at this time, 


the contrary ; and; tho' ſtrongly ſupported by their 


prefent ſituation as well as diſpoſition, was too new 
and recent to be as yet founded on aden 
e and aeg (0. | 


Ten 


It may not be eee obſervation, that REN ina 
Book called The true law of free manarchies, which he publiſh- 
ed a little before his acceſſion to the crown of England, affirm- 

gd, That a good king, altho he be above the law, will ſub- 
| Jeet and frame his actions thereto,” for example's ſake to his 
| On. _— 


* 
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: Puls year was diſtinguiſned by a very memor= Chap. II 

. able event, which gave great alarm and concern in 1629: | 

; England; the murder of the French monarch by. 8 = 2 

8 the poniard of the fanatical Ravaillac. That expes theFrenchk 

q rience, that reputation, which this (heroic prince King. 

3 had been acquiring for ſo many years; thoſe trea- 

J ſures; which he had amaſſed; thoſe armies, which 

* he had inliſted and diſciplined; were on the point 

3 of being employed in ſome mighty enterprize, 

which would probably have changed the face of 

＋ t ſubjects, and of his own free- will, but not as ſubject or bound 

5 * thereto”, In another paſſage, According to the funda- 

. mental law already alleged, we daily fee, that in the parlia- 

3 « ment (which is nothing elſe but the head-court of the king 

In. and his vaſſals) the laws are but craved by his ſubjects, an 

Ty „only made by him at their rogation, and with their advice, 

it « For albeit, the king make daily ſtatutes and ordinances, en- 

« joining ſuch pains thereto as he thinks meet, without anyx 

1 « advice of parliament or eſtates; yet it lies in the power of 3 

of * parliament to make any kind of law or ſtatute, without his 

e 1 ſcepter be to it, for giving it the force of a law”: It is not 

0 to be ſuppoſed, that, at ſuch a critical juncture, James had ſq 

little ſenſe as, directly, in ſo material a pe int, to have openly 

& ſhocked what were the univerſally eſtabliſhed principles of that 

* age: On the contrary, we are told by hiſtorians, that nothing 

at tended more to facilitate his acceſſion, than the good opinion 

Fl entertained of him by the Engliſh, on account of his i 

8 and judicious writings. The queſtion, however, with regare | 
ger, to the royal power was, at this time, become a very danger- i 
ſo ous point; and without employing ambiguous, inſignificant | i 
C3 terms, which determined nothing, it was impoſſible to pleaſe | if 
ir both King and parliament. Dr. Cowell who had magnified i 
f the prerogative in words too intelligible, fell, this ſeſſion, un- i 
hs der the indignation of the commons. The King himſelf, after ; | 
al all his magnificent boaſts, was obliged to make his eſcape thro? if 
18157 a diſtinction, which he framed betwixt a king in ab/trado and a 1 
* king in concreto: An abſtract king, he ſaid, had all power; but 0 
mY a concrete king was bound to obſerve the laws of the country 


7 which he governed. But, how bound? By conſcience only! 9 
n a Or might his ſubjects reſiſt him and defend their privileges? 8 = 
This he thought not fit to explain. And fo difficult is it to ex: 


m- lain that point, that, to this day, whatever liberties may be 1 
ub- uſed by private inquirers, the laws have thought proper tg | 
_ maintain a total ſilence with regard to it. es er Sin 

Qs, | 


60 
Chap. II. Europe; when a period was put to his glory by a 


ac 
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pious madman, who ſacrificed at once his own life 
and that of the prince to his deteſtablè prejudices, 
Were the deſigns, aſcribed to Henry by the com- 


65 pilers of Sully's Memoirs, leſs chimerical, they 


1611. 


Armini- 
aniſm. 


might be admitted, on account of the teſtimony, 
by which that narration is ſupported : But ſuch vaſt 


projects, had they been real, he muſt have rowled 


and digeſted in his mind for many years; and tis 
obſervable, that about a twelve- month before, he 
had been very inſtrumental in making peace be- 
twixt Spain and the united provinces; meaſures, 
by which he deprived himſelf of the aſſiſtance of 
his firmeſt ally, and the beſt able to ſecond his en- 
terprizes. I. more probable, that the war, 
which, at the time of his death, he intended to 
commence againſt Spain, was the ſudden reſult of 
ambition, revenge, or love, in a powerful and mi- 
litary prince, who had long wiſhed for an oppor- 
tunity of attacking his enemy, and who was at laſt 
rouſed by a ſudden motive or provocation. With 
his death, the glory of the French monarchy ſuf- 
fle an eclipſe for ſome years; and tliat kingdom 

2 — under an adminiſtration weak and bigotted, 

factious and diſorderly, the Auſtrian greatneſs be⸗ 

gan anew to look formidable to Europe. 


Ix England, the antipathy to the catholics reviv- 


ed a little upon this tragical event; and ſome of 


the laws, which had been formerly enacted for no 
other purpoſe than to keep theſe religioniſts in 
awe, began.now to be executed with greater rigor 
and ſeverity. 5 

Tno' James's timidity and indalenee fixed him, 
during moft of his reign, in a very prudent inat- 
tention to foreign affairs, there happened, this year, 
an event in Europe of ſuch mighty conſequence as 
to rouze him from his lethargy, and ſummon up all 
his zeal and enterprize. A profeſſor of divinity, 
named Vorſtius, the diiple of Arminius, was Cal- 


led 


4 2 


decrees of God, he was conſidered 74 


J A 0 K 8 


* 


led from a German to a Dutch ae and as Chap. H. 


queſtions gofcerning che intimate eſſence and ſecret 


rival in, f glaſtic fame, and was at laſt, obliged 
to uc der the legions of that royal doctor, 
whoſe yllogiſins he might have refuted or eluded; 
If vigor was wanting in other incidents of James's 


4 dangerous | 


be differed from kis Britannic Majeſty in ſome nice 111 


reign, here he behaved even with haughtineſs and 


inſolence; and the ſtates were obliged, after ſeve- 
ral remonſtrances, to deprive Vorſtius of his chair; 
and to baniſh him their dominions. The King 
carried no farther his 211 againſt that pr 


feſſor; tho' he had very charitably hinted to the 


ſtates, That, as to the burning Vorſtius for his blaſphe- 
mies and atheiſin, be left them to their own chriſtian 
wiſdom ; but ' ſurely never heretic better deſerved the 


flames. It is to be remarked, that, at this period; 


all over Europe, except in Holland alone, the prac- 
tice of burning heretics ſtil] prevailed, even in pro- 


| teſtant countries; and inſtances were not wanting 


in England, during the reign of james. Phe 
Dutch themſelves werq, at laſt, by ſtate· intrigue, 
and the tyranny of Hrince Maurice, forced from 
their rational and humane maxims ; and the perſe- 


cuting bigots, a littſe after this time, ſignalized 


their power by the depth of the virtuous Barnevelt, 
and the impriſonment of the virtuous and learned 
Grotius. The ſcholaſtic controverſies about free- 


will, and grace, and] predeſtination, bange theſe 


violent convulſions. 


As far as any cohergnce can be traced among the 
ſyſtems of modern theplogy, we may obſerve, that 
the doctrine of abſolute decrees has ever been inti- 
mately connected with the enthuſiaſtic ſpirit; as it 
affords the higheſt ſulbje& of joy, triumph, and 
fecurity, to the ſuppokd elect, and exalts them, 
by infinite degrees, above the reſt of mankind: 


a the firſt reformers] adopted. theſe principles; 
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Chap. I. and the Janſeniſts tio, a fanatical; ſect in France, 
1611. not to mention the ahomedans in Aſia, have ever 


embraced them. As the Lutheran. eſtabiſnments 
were ſubjected to epiſcopal juriſdiction, their fana- 


tical genius gradually decayed, and men had lei- 


ſure to perceive tha; abſurdity of ſuppoſing God to 
puniſh, by infinite tprments, what he himſelf, from 


all eternity, had unfhangeably decreed, The King; 


tho”, at this time, his Calviniſtic education had ri- 
vetted him faſt in the doctrine of abſolute decrees, 
yet, being a zealougpartizan of epiſcopacy, was in- 
ſenſibly ingaged, tqwards the end of his reign, to 
favor the milder theology of Arminius. Even in 


| ſo great a doctor, the genius of the religion pre- 


vailed over its ſpequlative tenets ; and along with 
him, the whole clergy gradually dropped the more 
rigid principles of apſolute reprobation and uncon- 
ditional decrees. Spme noiſe was, at firſt, made 
about theſe innovatipns ; but being drowned in the 


fury of faction and civil wars, which ſucceeded, 
the ſcholaſtic arguments made an inſignificant fi- 


gure amid thoſe violent diſputes about civil and ec- 
cleſiaſtical power, with which the nation was agi- 


tated. And upon the reſtoration, the church, tho 


ſhe (till retained har old ſubſcriptions and articles 


of faith, was found] to have totally changed her 


ſpeculative doctrineq, and to have embraced tenets 
more ſuitable to the | genius of her diſcipline and 
worſhip, without ity being poſſible to aſſign the 
preciſe period, in Which the alteration was pro- 
duced. | 

Ir may be worth obſerving, that, about this 
time, James; from ls great deſire to promote con- 
troverſial divinity, eſected a college at Chelſea for 
the entertainment of twenty perſons, who ſhould 
be entirely employed|in refuting the papiſts and pu- 
ritans. All the efforjs of the great Bacon could 
not procure an eſtabſiſnment for the cultivation of 
natural philoſophy : Even to this day, no ſociety 

| | has 
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hes: 3 jtuted for the paliſhing and fixing our Chap u. 
fanguage. The only qucouragement, which the 1611. 


dene in England he ever given to any thing, 
that has the NN text of ſence, . was this f ort. lived 
eſtabliſhment.of. James; Jan inſtitution quite ſuper- 
fluous, conſidering thegu abe he propenſion, which, 
9 hay. 10% ſo. uniyerk 
emical divinity. . g 
e 555 5 in a more advantageous light, 
fang of him as the legiſlator of 
Ireland ; and da che inſtitutions, which he "Fad 
SUN for the civilſzing that kingdom, being fi- 
niſhed about this period, jt may not here be im- 


= 


proper to give ſome account of them. He fre- State of 
quently boaſts of the management of Ireland as Ireland. 


his maſterpiece; A and, it will appear, upon inqui 
that his vanity, in this particular, was not altogeth r 
without foundation. 

Tuo' the dominion of the Engliſh over that fine 
wan had been, eſtabliſhed. above four centuries, 

may fafely be affirmed, that. their authority, till 
e}latter of, of Elizabeth, had been little more 
chen nominal. The, Iriſn princes and nobles, di- 
vided among themſelves, readily payed the exterior 
marks, of obeiſance toſ a power, which they were 
not able to reſiſt ; but, as no durable force was 
ever upheld to retain them to their duty, they re: 
7 701 ſtill into their foi mer ſtate of independence. 
weak to introduce prder and obedience among 
the rude inhabitants, the Engliſh authority was yet 
ſaicient. to check the growth of any enterprizing 
genius among the natives: And, tho? it could be- 
ttow no true form of ci il government, it was able 
to prevent the riſe of apy ſuch form, from the in- 
ternal combination or ſibjection of the Iriſh. 

Mos r of the Engliſſſ inſtitutions too, by which 
that iſland was governqd, were to the laſt degree 
abſurd, 409, as. rats before had ever 
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Chap. 1 thought of, for the d preſerving domirion over "its 
conquered provinces. \ © 

Tur Engliſh natiqn, all on fire for the project 

of ſubduing France, A prbject, Whoſe ſucceſs Was 

the moſt improbable, and would to thetn have 

oved the moſt pernicious ; neglected all other 
enterprizes, to which their ſituation ſo ſtrongly in- 

vited them, and which would have brought them, 

| 7 in time, an acceſſion pf riches, grandeur, and ſe- 
curity. The ſmall grmy which they maintained 

| in Ireland, they never ſupplied regularly with pay; 
: and as no money could be levied from the iſland, 

which poſſeſſed none, they gave their ſoldiers the 
privilege of free quarter upon the natives. Ra- 
{ pine and inſolence iþflamed the hatred, which 

i prevailed betwixt the conquerors and the conquer- t 
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ed: Want of ſecurity Among the Iriſh, n 8 
deſpair, nouriſhed ſtill farther the ſloth, ſo natura 5 
to that uncultivated pedple. Fa 


Bor the Engliſh carfied farther their ill-judged 6 
tyranny. Inſtead of 1 in ting the Iriſh to adopt the | j; 
more civilized cuſtoms! of their conquerors, they 
even refuſed, tho earneſfly ſollicited, to communi- 
cate to them the privilege of their laws, and every | | 
where marked them ouh as aliens and as enemies. 
Thrown out of the protfction of juſtice, the na- fg 
tives could find ſecurity no where but in force; 
and flying the neighborhood of cities, which the) 

| could not appreach with iþ afety, they ſheltered them- 

= |. ſelves in their marſhes and foreſts from the inſo- 


| lence of their inhuman] maſters. Being treate' 1 
1 like wild beaſts, they betame ſuch ; and, joining in 
if the ardor of revenge to their yet untamed bar- =, 
1 barity, they grew Oy Fay more untractable and pe 


dangerous. th 


| 
As the Engliſh princes eſteemed the conqueſt of ig 


the diſperſed iriſh to be [more the object of time an 
and patience than the ſo rce of military glory, they 
willingly delegated that office to private adventurers, an 

who, Ine 
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4 who, inliſting ſoldiers at Ibeir own 1 con- Chap. II. 
; quered provinces of that Hand, which they con- 1612. 
5 verted to their own profit. Separate juriſdictions and 

; principalities were eſtabliſheq by theſe lordly conque- 

7 rors: The power of peace 3nd. war aſſumed: Mili- 

r tary law exerciſed over the{Iriſh, whom they ſub- 

2 dued, and, by degrees, ove the Engliſh, by whoſe 

th aſſiſtance they conquered: And, after their dominion 

1 had once taken root, eſteeming the Engliſh inſtitu- 

d tions leſs favorable to barbarohs empire, they dege- 

* nerated into mere Iriſh, and atandoned the garb, lan- 

d, guage, manners and laws of their native country. 

37 By all this imprudent confluct of England, the 

„ If natives of its dependent ſtate, remained ſtill in that 

f abject condition, into which the northern and weſ- 


F tern parts of Europe were ſunk, before they receiv- 
8 ed civility and ſlavery from} the refined policy 
and irreſiſtible bravery of Romp. Even at the end 
i of the ſixteenth century, when every chriſtian na- 
ed tion was cultivating with ardqr every civil art of 
7 | life, that iſland, lying in a temperate climate, enjoy- 
ey ing a fertile ſoil, acceſſible in 1 ſituation, poſſeſſed 
of innumerable harbors, was fill, notwithſtanding 
TY | theſe advantages, covered wit inhabitants, whoſe 


I. cuſtoms and manners approaqhed nearer thoſe of 
la- ſavages than of barbarians. 

94 As the brutality and ignorahce of the Iriſh was 
ey extreme, they were ſunk beldy the reach of that 
mM | curioſity and love of novelty, bl which every other 
11 people in Europe had been ſeizqd at the beginning 


of that century, and which ha engaged them in 
Ng innovations and religious diſputqs, with which they 

a ere {till fo violently agitated] The antient ſu- 
nd perſtition, the practices and obſeyances of their fa- 
thers, mingled and polluted with many wild opinions, 
: of ſtill maintained an unſhaken echpire over them; 
me fand the example alone of the Eygliſh was ſufficient 
do render the reformation odiouf{ to the prejudiced 
ers, fand diſcontented Iriſh. The old pppoſition of man- 
ners, laws, and intereſt, was now inflamed by re- 
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| the remedy. The Iriſh, 
and ſollicited by Spain had openly taken arms a- 


10th fabdying and civilizin 45 

that country ſee Ty to become eyery day more d 

ficult and impracticab! 
Bur, from the ex 3 of the diſeaſe, aroſe 


ſtimulated by their prieſts, 


gainſt the Engliſh government ; and, as they re- 
ceived ſupplies of mer] and money from Philip II. 
their revolt threatened the moſt dangerous conſe- 
quences. The prudgnt vigor of Elizabeth was 
rouſed: A diſciplined \army of 20,000 men was 
ſent over; and, for ſeyeral years, regularly payed 


and recruited : The warlike enterprizes. were con- 


ducted with method ar conſtancy : The ſpirit of 
the Iriſh intirely ſubdueq : The Spaniards expelled : 

And the laſt act of tha memorable reign was the 
pacification of the iſland} and its final ſubjection to 


the Engliſh empire. 


J5 TAE more difficult taſk ſtill remained, to civilize 


inhabitants, to reconcile them to laws 
— induſtry, and to render their ſubjection durable 
and uſeful to the crown of England. James pro- 
ceeded in this work by a ſteady, regular, and well 
concerted plan; and, in the ſpace of nine years, 
according to Sir John Davis, he made greater ad- 


vances towards the reformation of that kingdom, 


than had been made in the 0 years, which had 
eJapſed ſince the conqueſt eſt was attempted, | 
Ir“ was uiſfeto/abohſh the Iriſh cuſtoms, 


which ſupplied the place of laws, and which were 


calculated to keep that people for ever in a ſtate of 


barbariſm and diſorder. 

By the Brebon law or cuſtom, #6 NO crime, 3 
enormous, was puniſhẽd, With death, but by a fine 
or pecuniary mulct, which was levied upon the cri- 
minal. Murder itlelf was atoned for in this man- 


ner; and each man, according to his rank, had a 


different. late or value, affixed to him, which, if 
any e to pay, he needed not fear the 


aſſaſſinating 
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5 aſſaſſinating his enemy. This rate was called his Chap. II. 
5 eric. When Sir William Fitzwilliams, being Lord 1612. 
15 deputy, told Maquire, that he was to ſend a ſheriff 

e into Fermanna, which, a little before, had been 

85 made a county, and ſubjected to the Engliſh law ;- 

a i Your ſberiff, ſaid Maquire, Hall be welcome to me Þ 
oy But, let me know, - before-hand, his eric, or the price : | 
of his bead; that, if my people cut it off, I may levy the x 1 
money upon the county. As for oppreſſion, extortion, 
as and other treſpaſſes, fo little were they regarded, 
'25 that no penalty was affixed to them, and no redreſs. 
from ſuctr offences could ever be obtained. 
935 Tux cuſtoms of Gavellinde and Taniſtry were at- 
of, Ef tended with the fame abſurdity in the diſtribution 
of property. Upon the death of any perſon, his 
the land, by the cuſtom of Gavelkinde, was divided 
tO. if among all the males of the ſept or family, both «1 
. if baſtard and legitimate: And, after partition made, 
lize if any of the ſept died, his portion was not ſhared ; 
as | out among his ſons ; but the chieftain, at his diſ- 
cretion, made a new. partition of all the lands, be- 
pro, Ix longing to that ſept, and gave every one his ſhare. 
As no man, by reaſon of this cuſtom, enjoyed the. 


AS, fixed property of any land; to build, to plant, to 

ad- incloſe, to cultivate, to improve, would have been ; 
om, ſo much loſt labor. | 

hal Y Tar chieftains and the Taniſts, who were the | 
apparent ſucceſſors of the former}; tho' drawn 
oms, from the principal families, were not hereditary, | 
were 


but were eſtabliſhed by election, or more properly 
te of ſpeaking, by force and violence. Their authority 
was 2055 abſolute, and, notwithſtanding that cer- 
vever Ftain lafids were aſſigned to the office, its chief pro- 
fine fit reſulted from exactions, dues, aſſeſſments, for 
which there. was no fixed law, and which were le- 


man- Fvied at pleaſure. Hence aroſe that common bye- 
had a $vord. among the Iriſh, That they dwelt weſtward of 
ch Ne be law, which dwelt beyond the river. of the Barrow.- 
ar the 


eaning the country, where the Engliſh inhabited, 
; F 2 and 


= 
Chap. H. and which extended not beyond the compaſs of 
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112. twenty miles, lying in the neighborhood of Dublin. 


ArrER aboliſhing theſe Iriſh cuſtoms,” and ſubſti- 
tuting Engliſh law in their place; James, having 
taken all the natives under his protection, and de- 
clared them free citizens, proceeded to govern them 


by a regular adminiſtration, military as well as civil. 


A ſafhetenc army was maintained, its difcipline 
inſpected, and'its pay tranſmitted from England, in 
order to keep the ſoldiers from preying upon the 
country, as had been uſual in former reigns. When 
Odoghartie raiſed an inſurrection, a reinforcement 
was ſent over, and the flames of that rebellion were 
immediately extinguiſhed, == a general 

ALL minds being firſt quieted by a&-unwerſat in- 
demnity, circuits were eſtabliſhed, juſtice adminiſ- 
tered, oppreſſion baniſhed, and crimes and diforders | 
of every kind ſeverely puniſhed. As the Iriſh had 
been univerfally ingaged in the rebellion againſt E- | 


| hzabeth, a reſignation of all the rights, which had 


been formerly granted them to ſeparate juriſdictions, 
was rigorouſly exacted; and no authority, but that 
of the king and the law, was permitted thro'out the 
kingdom. | 
A reſignation of all private eſtates was even re- 
quired; and, when they were reſtored, the proprie- 
tors received them under ſuch conditions as might 
prevent, for the ſuture, all tyranny and oppreſſion 
of the common people. The value of the dues, 
which the nobles uſually claimed from their vaſſals, 
was eſtimated at a fixed ſum, and all further arbi- 
trary exactions prohibited under ſevere penalties. 
Tae whole province of Ulſter having fallen to 


the crown by the attainder of rebels, a company was 


eſtabliſhed in London, for planting new colonies in 
that fertile country: The property was divided into 
moderate ſhares, the largeſt not exceeding 2000 
acres: Tenants were brought over from England 
and Scotland: The Iriſh were removed from the 
wo KS hills 
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Hills and 1 and ſettled in the open country: Chap. I. 
Huſbandry and the 


And, 
wild and diſorderly province of all Ireland, ſoon be- 
came the beſt cultivated and moſt civilized. 


Humanity and juſtice among people, who had ever 


cares | much ſuperior to the vain and criminal glory 
of conqueſts; but requiring ages of perſeverance 


ecuted in England — Lord Sanquhir, a Scotch 
nobleman of illuſtrious birth, who had been guilty 


equally mean and atrocious; but James appeaſed 


| x HIS year the ſudden death of ns Prince poi 6. 


culiar fondneſs, that hiſtorians mention Henry: 
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ts were taught them: A fixed 1512. 
habitation ſecured: under and robbery puniſhed: 
by theſe means, Ulſter, from heing the moſt 


Such were the arts, by which James introduced 


been buried in the moſt profound barbariſm. Noble 


and attention to perfect what had been lo happily 
begun. 


A laudable aQ'of j juſtice was, thaur this time, ex- 


of a baſe aſſaſſination upon Turner, a fencing-mal- ' 
ter. The Engliſh nation, who were generally diſ- 
ſatisfied with the Scotch, were enraged at this crime, 


them, by. preferring the ſeverity of law to the in- 
terceſion of 225 friends and family of the ne 


CHAP. W. 


Death of Frick Henry. — Marriage of the Princeſs 
Elizabeth with the Palatine. —Rije of Somerſet. — 
His marriage. Overbury poiſoned. Fall of Somer- 
ſet. - Riſe of Buckingham. —Cautionary tons delt- 
uered. —Afairs of Scotland. 


of Wales, diffuſed an univerſal grief thro'ou: Death of 
the nation. Tho' youth and royal birth, both of 33 
them ſtrong allurements, prepoſſeſs men mightily 7” 
in favor of the early age of all princes; 'tis with pe- 


And, in every reſpect, his merit ſeems to have been 
very extraordinary. He had not reached his eigh- 
3 teenth 
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Ohap. M:reenth- year,” and he poſſeſſed already more dignity 

12. in his behaviour, and commanded 'more” reſpe ' 

than his father with all his age, learning, and ex- 

perience. Neither his high fortune, nor his youth, 

had ſeduced him into any irregular pleaſures: Bu- 

ſineſs and ambition ſeem to have been his ſole paſ- 

| fon. His inclinations, as well as exerciſes, were in- 
3 tirely martial. The French ambaſſador, coming to 
take leave of him, and aſk his comrnands for France, 
} found him at the exerciſe of the pike ; Tell your King, 
1 | faid he, in what occupation you left me ingaged*. He had 
= conceived great affection and eſteem for the brave 
tl = Walter Raleigh. It was his ſaying, Sure no King 
my father would keep ſuch a bird in a cage. He 
1 Fr indeed, to have nouriſhed too violent a con- 
| tempt for the King, on account of his pedantry and 
puſillanimity; and by that means, ſtruck in wich 
the reſtleſs and martial ſpirit of the Engliſh nation. 
Had he lived, he had probably promoted the glo- 
ry, perhaps not the felicity, of his people. The 
unhappy prepoſſeſſion, which men commonly en. 
1 tertain in favor of ambition, courage, enterprize, and 
| bother warlike virtues, ingages generous natures, 
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who always love fame, into ſuch purſuits, as deſtroy 
their own peace, and that of the reſt of mankind. 

Viol xxx reports were propagated, as if Henry 
| had been carried off by poiſon; but the phyſicians, 
(. on opening his body, found no ſymptoms to. confirm 
1 ſuch an opinion. The bold and criminal maligni- 
| iy of men's tongues and pens ſpared not-even the 
(| King on that occaſion, But that Prince's character 
„ ſeems to have failed rather in the extreme of faci- 

i | lity and humanity, than in that of cruelty and vio- 
lence. His indulgence to Henry was great, and per- 

[ 


haps 


© The Prench:rhonaeck hed given — orders to his 
miniſters to cultivate the Princes friendſhip; who muſt ſoon, 
ſaid he, have chief authority in England, where the king g and 
queen are held in 2 little eſtimation. See Dep. de Ia Buderie, : 
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haps imprudent, by giving him a very large and in- e 9 = 
dependent ſettlement, even in ſo early youth. | 
ſome time after the death of the Prince, and ſerved 
ly event. But this marriage, tho' celebrated with Elizabeth 


law, and had ill conſequences on the reputation and 
fortune of both. The Elector, truſting to ſo great 


diſtreſs, loſt entirely, in the end of his life, what 
remained of the affections and eſteem of his own 
ſubjects. 1 is 


tory. of this reign may more properly be called the 
hiſtory of the court than that of the nation. A moſt 


tor. About the end of the year 1609, Robert 


his acquired abilities, in an eaſy air and mein, He 
Had letters of recommendation to his countryman 


eye upon him, than he diſcovered talents, ſufficient 
to entitle him immediately to the abſolute govern- 


rance, he ſtudied how matters might be ſo adjuſt- 
cd, as that this new object ſhould make the ſtrong- 
eſt impreſſion upon him. Without mentioning him 
at court, he aſſigned him the office, at a match of 
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Tur marriage of the Princeſs, Elizabeth, with 1613. 


Frederic, the Elector Palatine, was conſummated Febr. 14. 
Marriage 


; of the 
to diſſipate the grief, which aroſe on that melancho- princeſs 


great joy and feſtivity, proved, itſelf, a very unfor- e 
tunate event to the King, as well as to his ſon- in- aune. 


an alliance, ingaged in enterprizes beyond his ' | 
ſtrength : And the King, not ſupporting him in his 1 


Exceer during ſeſſions of parliament, the hil. 


intereſting object had, for ſome years, ingaged the Riſeof So- 
attention of the court: It was a favorite, and one merſet. 
beloved by James with ſo profuſe and unlimited an 
affection, as left no room for any rival or competi- 


Carre, a youth of twenty years of age, and of a 
good family in Scotland, arrived in London, after 


having paſſed ſome time on his travels. All his na- 
fural accompliſhments conſiſted in good looks: All 


Lord Hay ; and that Nobleman no ſooner caſt his 
ment of three kingdoms. Apprized of the King's 


paſſion for youth, and beauty, and exterior appea- 


„ tiilting, 
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Chap. III. tilting, of preſenting to the King his buckler and 
1613. device; and hoped that he would attract the atten- 


tion of that monarch. Fortune proved favorable to 


his deſign, by an incident, which bore, at firſt, à 


contrary aſpect. When Carre was advancing to ex- 


ecute his office, his unruly horſe flung him, and 


broke his leg in the King's preſence. James ap- 


proached him with pity and concern: Love and af- 
fection aroſe on the ſight of his beauty and tender 


ears; and the Prince ordered him immediately to 
85 lodged in the palace, and to be carefully at- 
tended. He himſelf, after the tilting, paid him a 


viſit in his chamber, and returned frequently during 


his confinement. The ignorance and ſimplicity of 


the boy finiſhed the conqueſt, begun by his exterior 


graces and accompliſhments. Other princes have 


been fond of chuſing their favorite from the lower 
ranks among their ſubjects, and have repoſed them- 
ſelves on him with the more unreſerved confidence 
and affection, that the object has been beholden to 


their bounty for eyery honor and acquiſition : James 
was deſirous, that his favorite ſhould .alſo derive 


from him all his ſenſe, experience, and knowlege. 


Highly conceited of his own wiſdom, he pleaſed 


himſelf with the fancy, that this raw youth, by his 
leſſons and inſtructions, would, in a little time, be 


equal to his ſageſt miniſters, and be initiated into 
all the profound myſteries of government, on which 
he ſet ſo high a value. And as this kind of creation 
was more perfectly his own work than any other, 
he ſeems to have indulged an unlimited fondneſs for 
his minion, beyond even that which he bore to his own 
children. He ſoon knighted him, created him Viſ- 


count Rocheſter, gave. him the garter, brought him 


mto the privy council, and, tho at firſt without aſ- 
ſigning him any particular office, beſtowed on him the 


ſupreme direction of all his buſineſs and political 


concerns, Suitable to this rapid. advancement in 
confidence and honor, were the riches heaped up- 
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on the needy. favorite; and while Saliſbury and all Chap: Il 
The wileſt wer aol could ſcarce find expedients ſut- dag 
ficient to keep in motion the o'erburthened machine 
of government, James, with unſparing hand, load- 
ed with treaſures this inſignificant and uſeleſs pa- ö 
eant. 0 5 
Ir is ſaid, that the King found his pupil fo ill e- 
ducated, as to be ignorant even of the loweſt rudi- 
ments of the Latin tongue; and that the monarch, 
laying aſide the ſceptre, took the birch into his roy- 
al hand, and inſtructed him in the principles of gram- 
mar. During the intervals of this noble occupa- 
tion, affairs of ſtate would be introduced; and the 
ſtripling, by the aſcendant which he had acquired, 
was now enabled to repay in political, what he had 15 
received in grammatical inſtruction. Such ſcenes 
and ſuch incidents, are the more ridiculous, tho' the 
leſs odious, that the paſſion of James ſeems not to 
have contained in it any thing criminal or flagitious. 
Hiſtory charges herſelf willingly with a relation of 
the great crimes, or the great virtues of mankind; 
but ſhe appears to fall from her dignity, when ne- 
ceſſitated to dwell on ſuch frivolous events and igno- 
ble perſonages. . 55 1 
Tux favorite was not, at firſt, ſo intoxicated with 
advancement, as not to be ſenſible of his own igno- 
rance and inexperience. He had recourſe to the af- 
ſiſtance and advice of a friend; and he was more for- 
tunate in his choice, than is uſual with ſuch pamper- 
ed minions, In Sir Thomas Overbury he met with a 
Judicious and ſincere counſellor,who, building all hopes 
of his own preferment on that of the young favo- 
rite, endeavored to inſtill into him the principles of 
prudence and diſcretion. By officiouſly ſerving e- 
very body, Carre was taught to abate the envy, 
which might attend his ſudden elevation: By mark- 
ing a preference for the Engliſh, he learned to e- 
ſcape the prejudices, which prevailed againſt his 
country. And as long as he was contented to ” 
rule 
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what is rare, the higheſt favor of the Prince, with- 
out being bated: by the public. 4 


To compleat the meaſure of courtly happineſs, 


Drought was wanting but a kind miſtreſs; and, 


where high fortune concurred with all the graces 


of youth and beauty, this circumſtance could not be 
difficult to attain. But 1t was here that the favorite 


met with that rock, on which all his fortunes were 
wrecked, and which plunged him for ever into an 
abyſs of infamy, guilt, and miſery. 

No ſooner had James mounted the throne of 


England, than he remembered his friendſhip for 


the unfortunate families'of Howard and Devereux, 
who had ſuffered for their attachment to the cauſe 
of Mary and to his own. Having reſtored young 


Eſſex to his blood and dignity, and conferred the ti- 
tles of Suffolk and Northampton on two brothers of 


the houſe of Norfolk, he ſought the farther plea- 


ſure of uniting theſe families by the marriage of 
Eſſex with Lady Frances Howard, daughter to the 
Earl of Suffolk. She was only thirteen, he four- 
teen years of age; and it was thought proper, till 


both ſhould attain the age of puberty, that he 


ſhould. go abroad, and paſs ſome time in his tra- 
vels. He returned into England after four years 


abſence, and was pleaſed to find the Counteſs in 
the full luſtre of beauty, and poſſeſſed of the love 
and admiration of the whole court. But, when 


the Earl approached, and claimed the privileges of 


a huſband, he met with nothing but ſymptoms of 


averſion and diſguſt, and a flat refuſal of any far- 


ther familiarities. He applied to her parents, who 
conſtrained her to attend him into the country, and 
to partake of his bed: But nothing could over- 
come her rigid ſullenneſs and obſtinacy; and ſhe 
ſtill roſe from his ſide, without having ſhared the 
nuptial pleaſures. Diſguſted with re- iterated de- 
nials, he at laſt gave over the purſuit, and ſepa- 
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y himſelf from her,” thenceforth abandonsd eg In. 


her * to her'own will and diſcretion. 

Suck coldneſs and averſion in Lady Eſſex aroſe 
not without an attachment to another object. The 
favorite had opened his addreſſes, and had been 
too ſucceſsful in making impreſſion on the tender 
heart of the young Counteſs. She imagined, that, 
as long as ſhe refuſed the embraces of Eſſex, ſhe 
never could be deemed his wife, and that a ſe- 
paration and divorce might ſtill open the way for a 
new marriage with her beloved Rocheſter. Tho' 
their paſſion was ſo violent, and their opportuni- 
ties of entercourſe fo frequent, that they had al- 
ready indulged themſelves in all the gratifications 
of love, they ſtill lamented their unhappy fate, 
while the union betwixt them was not intire and 
indiſſoluble. And the lover, as well as his mif- 
treſs, was impatient till their mutual ardor ſhould 
be crowned with marriage. 

So momentous an affair could not be concluded 
without conſulting Overbury, with whom Rocheſter 
was accuſtomed to ſhare all his ſecrets. As long 


as that faithful friend had conſidered his patron's 


attachment to the | Counteſs of Eſſex merely as 


an affair of gallantry, he had favored its pro- 


greſs; and it was partly awing to the ingenious 


and paſſionate letters, which he diQated, that Ro- 


cheſter had met with ſuch ſucceſs in his addreſſes. 


: | Like an experienced courtier, he thought, that a 
conqueſt of this nature would throw a luſtre on the 


youthful favorite, and would tend ſtill further to en- 
dear him to James, who was charmed to hear of 
the amours of his court, and liſtened with atten- 
tion every tale of gallantry. - But great was 
Overtury's alarm, when Rocheſter mentioned his 
deſigm of marrying the Counteſs ; and he uſed e- 
very method to diſſuade his friend from ſo fooliſh 
an attempt. 'He repreſented, how invidious, how 
difficult an W Aer. to procure her a divorce 
from 
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ful, to take into his own bed a proftigate woman, 


who, being married to a young nobleman of 'the 
firſt rank, had not ſcrupled to proftitute her cha- 


rater, and to beſtow favors on the object of a ca- 
pricious and momentary. paſſion. And, in the zeal 


of friendſhip, he went ſo far as to threaten the 


favorite, that he would ſeparate himſelf for ever 
from him, if he could fo far forget his honor 


and his intereſt as to proſecute the intended mar- 


riage. : EO So | 

Roc HES TER had the weakneſs to reveal this con- 
verſation to the Counteſs of Eſſex; and, when her 
rage and fury broke out againſt Overbury, he had 


alſo the weakneſs to enter into her projects of re- 


venge, and to vow vengeance againſt his friend, for 
the utmoſt inſtance, which he could receive, of his 


faithful friendſhip. Some contrivance was requiſite 


for the execution of their purpoſe. Rocheſter ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to the King; and after complaining, 
that his own indulgence to Overbury had begotin 
him a degree of arrogance and preſumption, which 


was extremely diſagreeable, he procured a commiſſi- 
on for his embaſly to Ruſſia; which he repreſented 
as a retreat for his friend, both profitable and honor- 
able. When conſulted by Overbury, he earneſtly 
diſſuaded him from accepting this offer, and took on 
himſelf the taſk of ſatisfying the King, if he/ſhould* | 


be any way diſpleaſed at the refuſal. To the King 


again, he aggravated the inſolence of Overbury's 
conduct, and obtained a warrant for committing 
him tq the tower, which James intended as a ſlight 
puniſhment for his diſobedience. The lieutenant 
of the tower was a creature of Rocheſter, and had 
lately been put into the office for this very purpoſe: | 
He confined Overbury fo ſtrictly, that the unhappy 
priſoner was debarred from the ſight even of his 
neareſt relations; and no communication of any 


kind 


AN WS = 


ud was allowed with him, during near ſix _ 11 


months, which he lived in priſon. | 

 Tx1s obſtacle being removed, the lovers pur- 
ſued their purpoſe ; and the King hirnſelf, forget- 
ing the dignity of his character, and his friendſhip 
for the family of Eſſex, entered zealouſly into the 
project of - procuring the Countels a divorce from 
her huſband. - Eſſex too embraced the opportunity 
of ſeparating himſelf from a bad woman, by whom 
he was hated; and he was willing to favor their 
ſucceſs by any honorable expedient. The pretext 
for a divorce was his incapacity to fulfil the conjugal 
duties ; and he confeſſed, that, with regard to the 
Counteſs, he was conſcious of ſuch an infirmity, 
tho' he was not ſenſible of it with regard to any o- 
ther woman. - In her place too, it was ſaid, a young 
virgin was ſubſtituted under a maſk, to undergo 
the legal inſpection by a jury of matrons. After 
ſuch a trial, ſeconded by court-influence, and ſup- 
ported by the ridiculous opinion of faſeination or 
witchcraft, the ſentence of divorce was iſſued be- 
twixt the Earl of Eſſex and his Counteſs. And, to 
crown the ſcandalous ſcene, the King, anxious leſt 


the lady ſhould loſe any rank by her new marriage, 


beſtowed on his beloved minion the title of Earl of 
Somerſet. 


NoTw1THSTANDING this ſucceſs, he Counteſs 


of Somerſet was not ſatisfied, till ſhe ſhould further 


ſatiate her revenge on Overbury; and ſhe engaged 


her huſband, as well as her uncle the Earl of North- 
ampton, in the atrocious deſign. of taking him 
off ſecretly by poiſon. Fruitleſs attempts were re- 


iterated by weak poiſons ; but, at laſt, they gave Overbury 
him one fo ſudden and violent, that the ſymptoms poiſoned. 


were apparent to every one, who approached him. 
His interment was hurried on with the greateſt pre- 


cipitation; and, tho* a ſtrong ſuſpicion imme- 


diately . in che n the full proof of the 
crime 
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Chap Ul. crime was not brought to Ight, till ſome years aſter< 
1613. wards. 


Tue fatal extaſirophe of Overbury increaſed or 
begot the ſuſpicion, that the Prince of Wales 
had been carried off by poiſon, given him by So- 
merſet. Men conſidered not, that the contrary in- 
ference was much juſter. If Somerſet was fo great 
a novice in this deteſtable art, that, in above =, 
months time, a man, who was his priſoner, an 
attended by none but his emiffaries, could not be 
diſpatched but in ſo bungling a manner; how could. 
it be imagined, that a young prince, living in his 
own court, ſurrounded by his own friends and do- 
meſtics, could be etpoled to Somerſet's attempts, 
and be taken off by fo ſubtile a poiſon, if ſuch a 
one exiſt, as would ork the ſkill of the moſt ex- 
perienced phyſicians? ; 

Tux ableſt miniſter whom James ever poſſeſſed, 
the Earl of Saliſbury, was dead “: Suffolk, a man 
of ſlender capacity, had ſucceeded him i in his office: 
And it was now his taſk to ſupply, from an ex- 
hauſted. treaſury, the profuſion of James and his. 
young favorite. The title of baronet, invented 
by Saliſbury, was fold; and two hundred patents of 
that ſpecies of knighthood, were diſpoſed of for ſo 
many thouſand pounds: Each rank of nobility had 

alſo its price affixed to it: Privy ſeals were circulated 
to the value of 200,000 pounds : Benevolences were, 
exacted, or free gifts, to the extent of 42,000 
pounds: And ſome monopolies, of no great value, 
were erected. . But all theſe expedients proved in- 
ſafficient to ſupply the King's neceſſities. Howe- 
ver ſmall the hopes of ſucceſs, a new parliament 
muſt be ſummoned, and this dangerous expedient, 


for ſuch it was now bee degome, once more be put to 
the trial. 


WHEN. 


* 14th of May 1612. 
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Wu the commons were aſſembled, _ di Chap. III, 
covered an extraordinary alarm, on account of the 4614. 
rumor, which was ſpread abroad concerning under- 
takers. It was reported, that ſeveral. perſons, at- «th of 
tached to the King, had entred into a confederacy; April. 
and having laid a regular plan for the new elections, A parlia- 
had diſtributed their intereſt all over England, and ment. 1 
had undertaken to ſecure a majority for the court. A 
So ignorant, were the commons, that they knew 4 
not this incident to be the firſt infallible ſymptom, of 
any regular or eſtabliſhed liberty. Had they been 
contented to follow the maxims of their prede- | 
ceſſors, who, as the Earl of Saliſbury ſaid to the laſt. | 
parliament, never, but thrice in. {ix hundred years, 
refuſed a ſupply; they needed not dread, that the 
crown ſhould ever intereſt itſelf in their elections. 
Formerly, the Kings even inſiſted, that none of 
their houſhold ſhould: ever be elected members; 
and, tho” the charter was afterwards declared void, 
Henry VI. from his great favor to the city of York, 
conferred a peculiar privilege on its citizens, that. 
they ſhould be exempted from this trouble. f Tis 
well known, that, in antient times, a ſeat, in the 
houſe being conſidered as a burthen, attended nei- 
ther with honor nor profit ; it was requiſite for the. 
counties and boroughs to pay fees to their repre- 
ſentatives.. About this time, a ſeat began ta be re- 
garded as an honor, and the country-gentlemen 
{ contended for it; tho' the practice of levying wages 
for the parliament-men was not altogether diſcon- 
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x tinued. It was not till long afterwards, when liberty 
= was thorowly eſtabliſhed, and popular aflembhes | | 
t entered into every branch of public buſineſs, that 
„ | the members began to join profit to honor, and the 
0 crown found it neceſſary to diſtribute among them 1 
all the conliderable offices of the kingdom. 5 = 
N 
+ Coke's inſtitutes, part 4. ah 1. of charters of ex- 
emption. | 
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Chap. TH. So little ſkill or ſo ſmall means had the courtiers, 
14. in James's reign, for managing elections, that this 
houſe of commons ſhowed the ſame or a ſtronger 

ſpirit of liberty than the foregoing ; and inſtead of 

5 entering upon the buſineſs of ſupply, as urged by 
=, the King and the miniſters, they immediately re- 
. ſumed the ſubject which had been broached laſt 


ing on new cuſtoms and impoſitions, by the mere 

authority of his prerogative. Tis remarkable, that 

in their debates on this ſnbje&t, the courtiers fre- 

quently pleaded, as a precedent, the example of all 

the other hereditary monarchs in Europe, and men- 

tioned particularly the Kings of France and Spain; 

nor was this reaſoning received by the houſe, either 

with ſurprize or indignation. The members of the 

18th of oppoſite party, either contented themſelves with 

April. denying the juſtneſs of the inference, or they diſ- 

puted the truth of the obſervation. And a patriot- 

member in particular, Sir Roger Owen, even in ar- 

guing againſt the impoſitions, very frankly allowed, 

that the king of England was endued with as ample 

power and prerogative as any prince in Chriſten- 

dom. The nations on the continent, we may ob- 

. ſerve, enjoyed ſtill, in that age, ſome remains of 
wt > liberty. . | 

= Tur commons applied to the lords for a confe- 

rence with regard to impoſitions. A ſpeech of the 


opportunity of diſſolving immediately, with great 
6th of indignation, a parliament, which had ſhown ſo firm 
June. a reſolution of retrenching his prerogative, without 


even to throw into priſon ſome of the members, 
who had been the moſt forward in their oppoſition 
to his meaſures. In vain, did: he plead in excuſe 


ther 


parliament, and diſputed his Majeſty's power of lay: 


biſhop of Lincoln, reflecting on the lower houſe, 
begot ſome altercation ; and the King ſeized the 


communicating, in return, the ſmalleſt ſupply. to 
his neceſſities. He carried his reſentment ſo far as 
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for this violence, the example of Elizabeth and o- 


W ab Ss. a Ah a= 


fa — wo 


J a M E858 


ep inces. of the line of CO "The, pep e Chap. 


and the parliament, without abandoning for ever 
all their liberties and privileges, could acquieſce in 
none of theſe precedents, however frequent. And 
were the authority of ſuch precedents admitted, the 
utmoſt, that could be inferred, is, that the conſti- 
tution of England was, at that time, an inexplica- 
ble monſter, whoſe jarring and diſcordant parts muſt 
ſoon deſtroy each other, and from the diſſolution of 


the old, engender ſome new form of civil gern. 


ment, more uniform and conſiſtent. 
In the public and avowed conduct of the King 


and the houſe of commons, thro'out this whole 


reign, there appears ſufficient cauſe of quarrel and 
diſguſt ; yet we are not to imagine, that this was the 
ſole foundation of that jealouſy, which prevailed be- 
twixt them. During debates in the houſe, it often 
happened, that a particular member, more ardent 


and zealous. than the reſt, would diſplay the moſt 
wolent ſentiments of liberty, which the commons - 


contented themſelves to hear with ſilence and ſeem- 
ing approbation ; and the King, informed of theſe 
harangues, concluded the whole houſe to be infect- 
ed with the ſame principles, and to be engaged in 
a combination againſt his prerogative. The King, 

on the other hand, tho' he valued himſelf extremely 
on his king-craft, and was not altogether. incapa- 
ble of diflimulation, ſeems to have been very little 
endued with the gift of ſecrecy ; but openly, at his 


table, in all companies, inculcated thoſe monarchi- 


cal tenets, with which he was ſo much infatuated, 
Before a numerous audience, he had expreſſed him- 
ſelf with great diſparagement of the common law 
of England, and had given the preference, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, to the civil law: And for this in- 
diſcretion he found himſelf obliged to apologize, 
in a ſpeech to the former parliament. As a ſpeci- 
men of his uſual liberty of talk, we may mention 
a ſtory, tho it paſſed ſome time afterwards, which 
Vou. I. WE we 
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up. Mt we meet with in the life of Waller, and which chat 
poet uſed frequently to repeat. When Waller was 
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dung, he had the curioſity to go to court; and he 
| in the circle, and faw James dine; where, 
other company, there ſat at table two bi- 
— Neile and Andrews. The King propoſed 
aloud this queſtion, Whether he might not take his 


ſubjects money, when he needed it, without all this 


formality of parliament? Neile replied, God forbid 
vn ſhould not: For you are the breath of our noftrils. 


; of row declined anſwering, and ſaid, he was not 


{killed in parliamentary caſes : But upon the King's 
urging him, and ſaying he would admit of no eva- 


ſion, the bilhop replied very pleaſantly ; by then, 
think your Majeſly may very lawfully take my bro- 


ther Netle's money : for be offers it. 

Tt favorite had hitherto eſcaped the inquiry 
X juſtice ; but he had not eſcaped that filent voice, 
which can make itſelf be heard amid all the hurry 


_—_— and flattery of a court, - and aftoniſhes the criminal 


with a juſt repreſentation of his moſt ſecret enor- 
mities. Conſcious of the murder of his friend, 
Somerſet received ſmall conſolation from the en- 

joyments of love, or the utmoſt kindneſs and 
indulgence of his ſovereign. The graces of his 
youth gradually diſappeared, the gaiety of his man- 
ners was obſcured, his politeneſs and obliging be- 
havior were changed into ſullenneſs and ſilence. 
And the King, whoſe affections had been engaged 
by theſe ſuperficial accompliſhments, began to 
eſtrange himſelf from a man, who no longer con- 
tributed to his amuſement. 

The ſagacious courtiers diſcovered the firſt ſy mp- 
toms of this alienation : Somerſet's enemies ſeized 
the opportunity, and offered a new minion to the 
King. George Villiers, a youth of one and twenty, 
younger brother of a good family, returned at this 
time from his travels, and was remarked for the 
adyantages of a handlome perſon, * air, and 

faſhionable 
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engaged the attention, and, in the ſame - inſtant, 
— of that monarch. Aſhamed of his 
ſudden attachment, he endeavored, but in vain, 
to conceal the partiality which he felt for the hand- 
ſome ſtranger; and he employed all his profound 
politics to fix him in his ſervice, without ſeeming 
to deſire it. He declared his reſolution not to con- 
fer any office on him, unleſs entreated by the 
Queen; and he pretended, that it ſhould only be 
in complaiſance to her choice, he would agree to 
admit him near his perſon. The Queen was im- 
mediately applied to; but ſhe, well knowing the 
extremes to which the King carried theſe attach- 
ments, refuſed, at firſt, to lend her countenance to 
It was not till entreated by Ab- 
bot, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, a decent prelate, 
and one much prejudiced againſt Somerſet, that 
ſhe would condeſcend to oblige her huſband, by 
aſking this favor of him. And the King, think- 
ing now that all appearances were fully ſaved, no 
longer conſtrained his affection, but immediately 
beſtowed the office of cup-bearer on young Villiers. 
Tun whole court were thrown into parties be- 
twixt the two minions ; while ſome endeavored 
to advance the riſing fortunes of Villiers, and others 
eſteemed it ſafer to adhere to the eſtabliſhed credit 
of Somerſet. The King himſelf, divided betwixt 


inclination and decorum, increaſed the doubt and 


ambiguity of the courtiers ; and the ſtern jealouſy 
of the old favorite, who refuſed every advance of 
friendſhip from his rival, engendered perpetual 
quarrels. betwixt their ſeveral partizans. But the 
diſcovery of Somerſet's guilt in the murder of 
Overbury, at laſt decided the controverſy, and ex- 


poſed um, to the ruin and infamy which he ſo well 
62 AN 
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At a comedy, he was pur- Chap, m. 
poſely placed full in James s eye, and immediately 6156. 
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Ehap. Mm. Ax apothecary' s prentice, who had been em- 


1615. 


ployed in making up the poiſons, having retired to 
Fluſhing, began to talk very freely of the whole 
ſecret; and the affair at laſt came to the ears of 
Trurnbal, the King's envoy in the low countries. 
By his means, Sir Ralph Winwood, ſecretary of 
ſtate, was informed; and he carried the intelligence 
immediately to James. The King, alarmed and 
aſtoniſned to find ſuch enormous guilt in a man, 
whom he had admitted into his boſom, ſent for 
Sit Edward Coke, Lord chief juſtice, and earneſt- 
ly recommended to him the moſt rigorous and un- 
byaſſed ſcrutiny. This i 1 was executed 
with great induſtry and ſeverity: The whole la- 
byrinth of guilt carefully unravelled : The leſſer 
criminals, Sir Jervis Evis, lieutenant of the tower, 
Franklin, Weſton, Mrs. Turner, . were firſt tried 
and condemned: Somerſet” and his Counteſs were 
afterwards found guilty : Northampton's death, 4 
little before, had ſaved him from a like fate. | 
IT may not be unworthy of remark, that Coke, 


in the trial of Mrs. Turner told her, that ſhe was 


guilty of the ſeven deadly fins : She was a whore, 
a bawd, a ſorcerer, a witch, a papiſt, a felon, and 
a murderer. And what may more ſarprize us, Ba- 
con, then attorney-general, took care to obſerve; 
that poiſoning was a popiſh trick. Such were the 
bigotted prejudices which prevailed in this age. 
Stowe tells us, that, when the King came to New- 
caſtle, on his firſt entry into England, he gave li- 
berty to all the priſoners, except thoſe confined for 
treaſon, murder, and papiſtry. When one conſi- 
ders theſe circumſtances, the eee 00h 
appears the leſs ſurprizing. 7 

ALt. the accomplices in Overbury' 8 murder re- 
ceived the puniſhment due to their crime: But the 
King beſtowed a'patdon on the principals, Somer- 
ſet and the Counteſs. It muſt be confeſſed, that 
James's n had been gay laudable, had 
he 
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he perſiſted in his firſt intention of . 3 mn, 
to ſevere. juſtice all the criminals : But let us ſill "Os 


beware of blaming him too harſhly, if, on the ap- 


proach of the fatal hour, he ſcrupled to deliyer in- 


to the hands of the executioner, perſons whom he 
had once favored, with his moſt tender- affections. 
To ſoften. the rigor of their: fate, after ſome years 
impriſonment, he , reſtored them to their liberty, 
and conferred. on them a penſion, with which they 
retired, and languiſhed out old age in infamy and 
obſcurity. Their guilty loves were turned into the 
moſt deadly hatred ; and they paſſed many years 
together in the ſame houſe, without any enteroougl 
or correſpondence. 

_- SEVERAL. hiſtorians, in relating tele events, 
have inſiſted much on the diſſimulation of James's 
behavior, when he delivered Somerſet into the 
hands of the chief juſtice; on the inſolent menaces 
of that criminal; on his peremptory refuſal to ſtand 


a trial; and on the extreme anxiety of the King 


during the whole progreſs of this affair. Allowing 
all theſe circumſtances to be true, of which ſome 


are ſuſpicious, if not palpably falſe, the great re: 


mains of tenderneſs, which James Rill felt for So- 
merſet, may, perhaps, be ſufficient to account for 
them. That favorite was high - ſpirited; and re- 
ſalute rather to periſh. than live under the infamy 
to which he was expoſed. James was ſenſible that 


the pardoning ſo great a criminal, which was of it- 


ſelf invidious,. would become ſtill more unpopular, 
if his obſtinate and ſtubborn behavior on his trial 
ſhould; augment the public hatred againſt him. 
At leaſt, the unreſerved. confidence, in which he 
had indulged his favorite for ſeveral years, might 
render Somerſet, maſter of ſo many ſecrets, that it 
is impoſſible, without farther. light, to aſſign the 
particular cauſe of that ſuperiority, which, tis ſaid, 
50 appeared ſo much to aſtume. | 
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Chap II Ty fall of Somerſet and his baniſhment from 


court opened the way for Villiers to mount up at 


riches. Had James's paſſion been governed by 


common rules of prudence, the office of cup-bearer 


would have attached Villiers to his perſon, and 
yy well have contented one of his age and fa- 
mily 


; nor would any one, who was not cynically 
auſtere, have much cenſured the ſingularity of the 
King's taſte in amuſement. But ſuch advancement 
was far inferior to the fortune which he intended 
for his favorite. In the courſe of a few years, he 


created him Viſcount Villiers, Earl, Marquiſs, and 


Duke of Buckingham, knight of the garter, ma- 
ſer of the horſe, chief juſtice in Eyre, warden of 
the cinque ports, maſter of the king's bench of- 


fice, ſteward of Weſtminſter, conſtable of Wind- 


for, and Lord high admiral of England. His mo- 
ther obtained the title of Counteſs of Buckingham : 
His brother was created Viſcount Purbeck ; and a 
numerous train of needy relations were all puſhed 
up into credit and authority. And thus the fond 
Prince, while he meant to play the tutor to his fa- 
vorite, and to train him up in the rules of pru- 
dence and politics, took an infallible method, by 
loading him with premature and exorbitant honors, 
- render him, for ever, raſh, precipitant, and in- 
ent. ; 75 n 84 . 

A young minion to gratify with pleaſure, a ne- 
ceſſitous family to pri with riches, were enter. 
pies too great for the empty exchequer of James. 
n order to obtain a little money, the cautionary 
towns muſt be delivered up to the Dutch; a mea- 
ſure which has been ſeverely blamed by almoſt all 


_ hiſtorians ; and I may venture to affirm, that, tho 


it muſt be owned ſomewhat impolitic, it has been 
cenſured much beyond its real weight and impor- 
tance, | NEE - 3 
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Wurnx Queen Elizabeth opened her treaſures for Chap. In. 
the ſupport of the infant republic; beſide the view 1616. 


of ſecuring herſelf againſt the exorbitant power 
and ambition of Spain, ſne ſtill reſerved the proſ- 


pect of re- imburſement; and ſhe got conſigned in- Caution- 
to her hands the three important fortreſſes of Flufh- ary towns 
ing, the Brille, and Rammekins, as pledges for delivered. 


the money which was due to her. Indulgent to 
the neceſſitous condition of the ſtates, ſhe agreed 


that the debt ſhould bear no intereſt, and ſhe ſti- 
pulated, that, if ever England made peace with 


Spain, ſhe ſhould pay the troops which garriſoned 
thoſe fortreſſes. * It appears from Jeanin's letters, 


that the ſtates had expected a very conſiderable a- 


batement of the debt, even at a time when James's 
exchequer was in tolerable order, from the only 


conſiderable ſupply which his parliament had ever 
granted him: Much more were they encouraged 


in this hope by his preſent neceſſitous condition. 
In this negotiation they employed Caron, their mi- 
miſter, who offered the King a little above the third 
of the money, which was due to him, and which 
amounted in the whole to about 100,000 J. Et 

occurred to James, that the pay of the garriſons 
was ſo burthenſome on his ſlender revenue, that 
very large arrears were owing them, and they were 
ready to mutiny for want of ſubſiſtence; that, ſince 
the King's acceſſion, above 300,000 J. had been 
expended for their ſupport, and there appeared no 
end of theſe charges; that by the ſtricteſt compu- 
tation the third of the ſum, paid him preſently, 


was much preferable to the whole payable ten years 


after ; that the ſtates, truſting to his pacific max- 
ims, as well as to the cloſe union of-intereſt and af- 
fection with his people, were no-ways anxious for 
the recovery of theſe places, and might allow them 
to lye long in his hands, if full payment was in- 
ſiſted on; that this union was really fo intimate, 
„ G 4 „ 

* Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 341. 
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Chap: N. that nd reaſonable meaſures for mutual ſuppor: 

1616 would be wanting from the Dutch, even tho 

feed from the dependence of theſe garriſons; and 

that the exchequer of the republic was at preſent 

Z very low, inſomuch that they found difficulty, now 
„that the aids of France were withdrawn, to main - 

| tain themſelves in that poſture of defence, which 

was requiſite during the truce with Spain. Theſe 

| reaſons, along with his urgent wants, induced the 
RE King to accept of Caron's offer; and he evacuated 
Sch of the cautionary towns, which held the ſtates in to- 
June. tal ſubjection, and which an ambitious and enter- 

1 priſing prince would have regarded as his moſt in- 
=_ valuable poſſeſſions. This is the date of the full 
5 liberty of the Dutch commonwealth; Ever ſince, 


they have ſupported themſelves with. dignity and 


independence in all the tranſactions of Europe; 
and, tho their trading companies have been guilty 
of ſome violences, yet the republic has remainęd 
cloſely united with England, whenever that king- 


dom has acted in conformity to its own true inte- 


3 reſts. Happy it was for both ſtates that the repub- 
5 lican parliament and Charles II. when they em- 
| is braced extravagant ſyſtems of politics, had not 
113 poſſeſſion of the cautionary towns; by which they 
* would have been enabled to cruſh that illuſtrious 
# = commonwealth, and deprive the nation. for ever of 
* its beſt and firmeſt ally. 

. 1617. Wren the crown of England devolved c on a James, 
ö 1 it might have been foreſeen by the Scotch nation, 
| that the independence of their kingdom, the object, 


| 13 for which their anceſtors had ſhed ſuch an ocean 
1 of blood, would now be utterly loſt; and that, if 
= Affairs of both ſtates perſevered in maintaining ſeparate laws 
ll _- Scotland. and parhaments, the weaker would feel more ſen- 
. ſibly the ſubjection, than if it had been totally ſub- 
„ dued by force of arms. But theſe views did not 
3 generally occur. The glory of having given a ſo- 
vereign to their powerful enemy, the advantages 
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of preſent. peace, and- tranquillity, 
quired from the munificence of their maſter ; theſe 
conſiderations ſecured | their dutifül obedience to a 
Prince, who daily gave ſuch ſenſible proofs of his 
fr1 ip and partiality towards them: Never had 
— authority of any king, who reſided among 
them, been ſo firmly eſtabliſned as was that of 
James, even when abſent; and as the adminiſtra- 
tion had been hitherto conducted with great or- 
der and tranquillity, there had happened no occur- 
rence to draw tifther our attention. But this ſum- 


tive country, in order to renew his antient friend- 
ſhips and connexions, and to introduce that change 
of eecleſiaſtical diſcipline and government, on 
which his mind was extremely bent. 
Trp kingdom of Scotland, as at preſent, ſo at 
that time, was poſſeſſed by two SOS of inhabi- 
tants, very different in their la e, manners, 
cuſtoms, habit. and whole train o 1 e. The low- 
lands were peopled by a race of men, who, if we 
may judge by their tongue, a more certain proof 
than any imperfect and fabulous annals, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have been of Saxon origin; a tribe of that 
numerous nation, who, from the northern parts of 
ermany,, over- ran, like a torrent, the better and 
more habitable parts of this iſſand. The hills were 
poſſeſſed by the antient inhabitants, of Celtic ex- 
traction, who were able, in that inacceſſible coun- 
try, to ſecure themſelves againſt the fury of their 
deſtructive invaders, and to ſave a relict of that 
once mighty people. Both theſe races of men, 
however different in other reſpects, lived, at that 


time, in a manner ſomewhat diſorderly ; governed 


by antient cuſtoms more than by laws, and attach- 
ed to their own families more than to their prince 
or country. The highlanders, like the Iriſh, a 
branch of the ſame nation, were, all of them, di- 
vided into families, which the former called clans 

5 and 
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mer, the King was reſolved to pay a viſit to his na- May. 
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Chap. III. and the latter ſepts; and there was no perſon ſo 


low and vulgar in the trihe, who did not claim a 
common parentage with the richeſt and moſt pow. 
erful. But as the property of land in the high- 


lands was fixed, and the greater part of every in- 


heritance went to the eldeſt; the dignity of chief- 
tain became hereditary, and an order or ſubordi- 
nation was, by that means, preſerved among the 
people, which, however barbarous, was ſuperior to 
the ſavage condition into which the Iriſh were fal. 
len. In the lowlands, the men of property pre- 


- ſerved an attachment to their chieftain or to the 


head of their family: The meaner tenants were 
ſuppoſed to be an inferior breed, and their obedi- 
ence was ſecured to their rhaſters by the uſual con- 


nexions of intereſt and dependence. The weak 


authority of the laws thro'out every part of Scot- 
land, made all the inhabitants ſeek for ſecurity by 
a cloſe adherence to their own tribe, which alone 
was able to protect them: And this devoted at- 
tachment looſening the ties to their country, ſerved 
Rill farther to weaken the authority of the laws. 

_ 'TxresE' cauſes, as might naturally be eine, 


operated with the greateſt influence amidſt thoſe 


barbarous mountains; and at this day, their inhabi- 
tants, notwithſtanding all the improvements intro- 
duced into other parts of the iſland,'diſtingurſh them- 
ſelves by an obftinate adherence to their antient 
manners. The feudal law however was ſtill pre- 
ſerved in great vigor, thro'out the whole kingdom, 
particularly in the low countries: Separate juriſdic- 
tions were maintained : Heredit on preſerved ; 
And an execution of juſtice took place, feeble, dif- 
orderly, partial, and tumultuous. 

Alps the contentions of ſuch powerful vallals, 
who may be confideredas petty princes rather than 
eminent nobles, the authority of the king, which 
was'the ſame with that of the laws, was very un- 
certain and precarious. Like the Roman pontiff 1 wn 
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of extenſrveclaims, enjoyed but little power; 
and when provoked by the rebellion of any potent 
baron, his uſual reſource was to animate ſome hoſ- 
tile clans againſt him, and to arm them with legal 
authority. Theſe, enriched and aggrandized by 
the confiſcations of the rebel chieftain and his de- 
ents, ſoon became formidable to their bene- 

or, and obliged him to have recourſe to the ſame 


deſtructive politics for their extirpation. But not- 
withſtat this impotence of ſovereign power, 
notwithſtanding theſe inveterate animoſities among 


the ſeveral tribes; the Engliſh were ſeldom able to 


make great advantage of the inteſtine diviſions a- 


mong the Scotch, and never could eſtabliſn their 
dominion over them. Being the only enemy with 
whom the northern kingdom ever was engaged, the 
national antipathy among the Scots, not diverted 
into any other channel, roſe to an extreme height, 
_ in all caſes of neceflity, united the whole tate, 

in oppoſition: to ſo dangerous a foe. And being 
obliged, for their own ſupport, to preſerve an inti- 
mate correſpondence with France, they thence re- 
ceived a degree of civility and knowledge, and imi- 
tated, at ſome diſtance, the other European nations, 
in all the principles of chivalry and gallantry, honor 
and military valor, which regs during thoſe un- 
cultivated ages. 


1 As the dawn of arts appeared chro out Rupes 


4 
6 an the Scotiſh monarch, tho' Chap. II. 


1617. 


in , 
he ſixteenth century, it might have been hoped; 


that, "when they ſhould reach Scotland in their far- 
ther progreſs, they would, as uſual, put an end to 


that feudal bros. which there prevailed, and 


would introduce order and obedience amongft 


its uncivilized inhabitants. But before that happy 
period, another accident happened, which leſſened 
the authority of the nobles, and balanced their in- 
fluence over the people. The proteſtant fanaticiſm, 
more rapid in'its progreſs, ſoon pierced into that re- 
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Chap: MI. mote country; and, -beitig at firſt ſtrongly oppaſet 


1617. 


* 


by the ſupreme power, civil as well as eccleſiaſti- 
cal, it roſe to a degree of fury, and with the moſt 
deſtructive violence bore down all oppoſition. As it 
is not the genius of enthuſiaſtic religions to endow 
their clergy with extenſive power or ample revenues, 


the plunder of the Romiſih church was ſhared out 


among the laity, and the eccleſiaſtical authority of 


biſhops was, in a manner, annihilated. And — 


the new preachers acquired a mighty influence over 
the people, it was not merely by their prieſtly rank 
or office, but by the ſeeming auſterity of their lives, 
and the eloquence of their zealous lectures. T hey 
did not, properly ſpeaking, lead the multitude: 
They only ran before them, in all their. fanatical 
extravagancies. 

Bur hear great the loſs; which: the nobility 
ſuſtained from theſe innovations, the crown was no 
gainer. Determined enemies to monarchy, by prin- 
ciple as well as inclination, the religious orators 
placed a vanity in affronting their prince, and would 
acknowlege no ſovereign but Chriſt, whoſe throne, 
being eſtabliſned in heaven, impoſed little reſtraint 
upon them. Amid theſe dangerous ſhelves, which 
lay on every hand, the cautious and moderate cha- 
racter of James had ſteered a very prudent courſe. 
Oppoſing art to art and diſſimulation to diſſimula- 
tion, he * preſerved an unuſual tranquillity a- 
mong his ſubjects, and, at the ſame time, had 
ſupported, as much as poſlible, his own 


Many indignities he had borne with patience or 


with a very moderate reſentment, while he ri gain- 
ed in his native kingdom: But when he reached 
a ſtate of greater ſplendor and independence, by 


mounting the throne of England, he was not alto- 


gether inſenſible of this great increaſe of authority; 
and he ſoon altered his maxims with regard to the 
adminiſtration of Scotland. Having experienced 
the mighty influence, which religion has over the 
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quire the direction of that principle, and to eſta- 1617. 


bliſh; in Scotland, the maxims, diſcipline, and wor- 
ſhip of the Engliſh church, with which, as a prince, 
he had ſo great reaſon to be ſatisfied. 

Bur *tis an obſervation, ſuggeſted by all biſtory, 
and by none more than by that of James, and his 
ſucceſſor, that the religious fpirit contains in it 
ſomething ſupernatural and unaccountable; and 
that, in its operations upon ſociety, effects correſ- 
pond leſs to their ænowin cauſes than is found in any 
other circumſtance of government. A reflection, 


which may, at once, afford a ſource of blame a- 


gainſt ſuch ſovereigns as lightly innovate in ſo dan- 


gerous an article, and of apology for ſuch, as be- 


ing engaged in an enterprize of that nature, are 
diſappointed of the ede event, a and fail in 
their undertakings. 

THe three points, which the King propoſed; to 
finiſh by his journey to Scotland, were, the enlarg- 


ing epiſcopal authority, the eſtabliſhing. a few ce- 


remonies in public worſhip, and the fixing a ſupe- 


riority of the civil” above the eccleſiaſtical yu 
diction. » 


Wurn he: Hott: nation were firſt ſeizgd with 
that fury of reformation, which was ſo pernicious 


during the time, and which has ſince proved fo ſalu- 
tary in the conſequences ; the fanatical preachers, 


aſſuming to themſelves a character, little inferior 
to the prophetic or apoſtolical, diſdained all ſub- 
jection to the ſpiritual rulers of the church, by 


whom their dangerous innovations were puniſhed 
and oppoſed. The revenues of the dignified cler- 


gy, no longer conſidered as ſacred, were either ap- 
propriated by the preſent poſleſſors, or ſeized by 
the more powerful barons; and what remained; 


after mighty dilapidations, was, by act of parlia- 


ment, annexed to the crown. The prelates, how- 
over, and abbots maintained their in juriſ⸗ 
dictions 
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Chap. I. dictions and their ſeats in parliament ; and, tho? 
1617, laymen were ſometimes graced with eccleſiaſtical 
titles, the church, notwithſtanding its frequent 

proteſtations to the contrary, was ſtill ſuppoſed to 

be repreſented by thoſe ſpiritual lords, in the ſtates 

of the kingdom. After many ſtruggles, the King, | 

even 'before his acceſſion to the throne of En- | 

22 OG — had acquired influence ſufficient over the | 

otch clergy, to extort from them an acknow- 

legement of the parliamentary juriſdiction of bi- | 
ſhops; tho'- attended with many precautions, in 
order to ſecure themſelves againſt the ſpiritual en- 
croachments of that order . When king of En- 
gland, he engaged them, tho' ſtill with great re- 
luctance on their part, to advance à ſtep farther, 
and to receive the biſhops as perpetual preſidents 
or moderators in their eccleſiaſtical ſynods; re- 
iterating their proteſtations againſt all ſpiritual ju- 
riſdiction of the prelates, and all contr — power 
over the preſbyters T. And by ſuch gradual inno- 
vations, the King flattered himſelf, that he would 
gently introduce the epiſcopal authority: But as 
his final ſcope was fully ſeen from the beginning, 
every new advance was a freſh occaſion of diſcon- 
tent, and aggravated, inſtead of ſoftening, the ab- 
horrence, entertained againſt the iprelacy. 
War rendered the King's aim more apparent, 
were the endeavors, which, at the ſame time, he 

uſed to introduce into Scotland ſome of the cere- 
monies of the church of England: The reſt, it 
was eaſily foreſeen, would ſoon follow. The fire 
of devotion, excited by novelty, and inflamed by 
ſition, had ſo poſſeſſed the minds of the Scotch 


4: 


O 

reformers, that all rites and ornaments, and even 
order of worſhip, were diſdainfully rejected as ule- 
leſs burthens; retarding the imagination in its rap- 
turous extaſies, and tinting the operations of that 
divine ſpirit, by which they ſuppoſed themſelves 
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to | painting appeared inſtruments of idolatry ; the _ 
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to be animated. A mode of worſhip was eſta- Chap. III. 
bliſhed, the moſt naked and moſt ſimple imagin- 7. 


able; one that borrowed nothing from the ſenſes; 
but repoſed itſelf intirely on the contemplation of 
that divine eſſence, which diſcovers itſelf to the 
underſtanding only. This ſpecies of devotion, ſo 
ſuitable to the ſupreme Being, but ſo little ſuitable 
to human frailty, was obſerved to occaſion the moſt 
enormous ravages in the breaſt, and to ſubvert 
every rational principle of conduct and behavior. 
The mind, ſtraining for theſe extraordinary rap- 
tures, reaching them by ſhort glances, ſuccumbing 
again under its own weakneſs, rejecting all exte- 
rior aid of pomp and ceremony, was ſo occupied 
in this inward life, that it fled from every inter- 
courſe of ſociety, and from every ſweet or chear- 
ful amuſement, which could ſoften or humanize 
the character. It was obvious to all diſcerning 
eyes, and had not eſcaped the King's, that, by the 
prevalence of fanaticiſm, a gloomy and ſullen diſ- 
poſition eſtabliſned itſelf among the people; a ſpi- 
rit, obſtinate and dangerous; independent and diſ- 
orderly ; animated equally with a contempt of au- 
thority, and a hatred to every other mode of reh- 
gion, particularly to the catholic. In order to mel- 
low theſe humors, James endeavored to infuſe a 
{mall tincture of ſuperſtition into the national wor- 
flip, and to introduce ſuch rites and ceremonies as 


might, in ſome degree, occupy the mind, and 


pleaſe the ſenſes,” without departing too far from 
that ſimplicity, by which the reformation was di- 
NE The finer arts too, tho' ſtill rude in 
theſe northern kingdoms, were employed to adorn 
the churches; and the King's chapel, in which 
an organ was erected, and ſome pictures and ſta- 


tues diſplayed, was propoſed as a model to the reſt 


of the nation. But muſic was grating to the pre- 
judiced: ears of the Scotch clergy; ſculpture and 
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= Chap. II. plice was a rag of popery; and each motion or 
== 1617: + geſture, preſcribed by the liturgy, was a ſtep to- 
== wards — ſpiritual Babylon, ſo much the object of 
=  - their horror and averſion. Every thing was deem-' 
_ ed impious, but their own myſtical comments on 
= the ſcriptures, © which they :dolized, and whoſe 
Ws eeaſtern prophetic ſtyle x7 thy we ppt in _ | 
_ 58 common occurrence of life. * | 
Wl. Ir will be ſufficient to give an ———_ of one or 
1 two of the ceremonies, which the King was ſo in- 
tent to eſtabliſn. Such inſtitutions, for a time, are 
eſteemed, either too divine to have proceeded from 
any other being than the ſupreme Creator of the 
univerſe, or too diabolical to have been derived 
from other than an infernal demon. But no ſoon- 
er is the mode or the controverſy paſt, than they 
are univerſally diſcovered to be ſo frivolous as 
ſcarce to be mentioned with dignity or even de- 
cency, amidſt the ordinary courſe of human tranſ- 
actions. On theſe occaſions, hiſtory is ſometimes 
conſtrained to depaft a little from r native. and. 
accuſtomed gravity. yg} 
As epiſcopal ordination was ; fill e to the 
Scotch biſhops, who derived their character mere- 
ly from votes of parliaments and aſſemblies; James 
had called up three of them to England.. By 
canonical ceremonies and by impoſition of hands, 
they received from the Engliſh biſhops that un- 
known, and therefore the more revered virtue, 
which, thro' innumerable prelates, had been ſup» 
poſed to be tranſmitted, without interruption, from 
the firſt diſciples and apoſtles. And theſe three 
_ | biſhops were eſteemed ſufficient to preſerve alive 
1 that virtue, to tranſport it into Scotland, and to 
|= transfer it, by their touch, to . brethren wa 
3 ſucceſſors in that kingdom. 27 Py 
| | GREAT controverſies aroſe, even after | 
other — ſeemed to be achuſted, betwint che 
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King and the miniſters, about the manner 1 Chap. un 
ceiving the ſacrament. The King till inſiſted, 1617. 
that the communicants ſhould reſt on their knees; 
and he regarded that poſture as the moſt reſpect- 
ful, becauſe the moſt uneaſy: The miniſters ſtre- 
nuouſly maintained the proviiegs of repoſing on 
their ſeats, during the performance of that ſacred 
rite, and would by no means ſubmit to the poſture 
preſcribed to them. 

Mucn difference likeways, and violent diſpute 
took place, whether the ſacramental bread ſhould 
be cut into morſels before it was preſented to the 
communicants, or whether they might themſelves 
break it with their fingers. The King inſiſted ve- 
hemently on the former practice ; the church ad- 
hered obſtinately to the latter. 

THE other uſages, recommended by James, 
regarded private communion, private baptiſm, con- 
firmation of children, and the obſervance of Chriſt- 
mas and other feſtivals. Theſe. ceremonies, all 
except that of ordination, were afterwards known 
under the name of the articles of Perth, ,from the 
place where they were ratified by the aff mbly. 

A conformity of diſcipline and worſhip be- 
twixt the churches of England and Scotland, which 
was James's aim, he never could hope to eſtabliſh, | 
but by firſt procuring an acknowlegment of his 
own authority in all eccleſiaſtical cauſes ; ; and no- 
thing culd be more contrary to the practice as 
| well as principles of the preſbyterian clergy. The 
eccleſiaſtical courts poſſeſſed the power of fulminat- 
ing excommunication ; and that dreadful ſentence, 
beſide the eternal and infinite puniſhments, to 
which it conſigned the delinquent, was attended 
with immediate conſequences of the moſt impor- 
tant nature. The perſon excommunicated was 
ſhunned by every one as profane and impious; 
and his whole eſtate, during his life-time, and all 
his moveables, for eyer, were forfeited to the 
You. I. H | crown, 
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| Chap. III. crown. Nor were the preparatory: ſteps, requiſite 


1617. 


before inflicting this ſentence, formal or regular, 
in proportion to the weight of it. Without accu- 
ſer, without ſummons, without trial, any eecleſia- 
ſticel court, however inferior, could, in a ſummary 
manner, pronounce à fentence of excommunica- 
tion, for any cauſe, and againſt any perſon, even 
tho' he lived not within the bounds of their juriſ- 
diction. And, by this means, the whole tyranny 
of the inquiſition, tho' without its order, was in- 
troduced into the kingdom. 

Bur the clergy contented not themſelves with 
the unlimited juriſdiction, which they exerciſed in 
eccleſiaſtical matters: They aſſumed a cenſorial 
power over every part of adminiſtration ; and, in 
all their ſermons, and even prayers, mingling po- 
litics with religion, they inculcated the moſt ſedi- 
tious and moſt turbulent principles. Black, mini- 
ſter of St. Andrews, went ſo far *, in a ſermon, 
as to pronounce all kings the devil's children ; he 
gave the Queen cf England the appellation of 
atheiſt; he ſaid, that the treachery of the King's 


heart was now fully diſcovered ; and in his prayers 


for the Queen he uſed theſe words Me muſt pray 
for ber for the faſhion's ſake; but we have no cauſe : 
"She will never do us any good. When ſummoned 
before the privy-council, he refuſed to anſwer to a 
civil court for any part of his ſermons, even tho 
the crime, of which he was accuſed, was of a civil 
nature. The church adopted his cauſe. They 
raiſed a ſedition in Edinburgh f. The King, dur- 
ing ſome time, was in the hands of thgxenraged 
Populace ; and it was not without ans Fa well 


as dexterity, that he was able to extricate himſelf. 
A few days afterwards, a miniſter, preaching in 
the principal church of that capital, ſaid, that the 

King was poſſeſſed with a devil; and, that one 

devil being expel'ed, ſeven worſe had entered in 

his 
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his place. To which he added, that the ſubjects Chap. 
might lawfully riſe, and take the ſword out of his 1617. 


hand. Not even during the darkeſt night of pa- 
pal ſuperſtition, are there found ſuch inſtances of 
prieſtly encroachments, as the annals of Scotland 
preſent to us during that period. Ft, ra 
By theſe extravagant ſtretches of power, and 
by the patient conduct of James, the church be- 
gan to loſe ground, even before the King's acceſ- 
hon to the throne of England: But no ſooner had 
that event taken place, than he made the Scotch 
clergy ſenſible, that he was ſovereign of a great 


| kingdom, which he governed with great authori- 


ty. Tho' formerly he would have eſteemed him- 
felf happy to have made a fair partition with them 
of the civil and eccleſiaſtical authority, he was now 
reſolved to exert a ſupreme juriſdiction in church 
as well as ſtate, and to put an end to their ſediti- 
ous practices. An aſſembly had been ſummoned 
at Aberdeen * ; but, on account of his journey to 
London, he prorogued it to the year following. 
Some of the clergy, diſavowing his eccleſiaſtical 
fupremacy, met at the time firſt appointed, not- 
withſtanding his prohibition. He threwithem into 
priſon. Such of them as ſubmitted, and acknow- 
leged their error, he pardoned. The reſt he 
brought to their trial. They were condemned for 
high treaſon. He gave them their lives ; but ba- 
niſhed them the kingdom. Six of them ſuffered 
this penalty. | 
The general aſſembly was afterwards induced Þ 

to acknowlege the King's authority in ſummoning 
eccleſiaſtical courts, and to ſubmit to the juriſ- 
diction and viſitation of the biſhops. Even their 
favorite ſentence of excommunication was declared 
invalid, unleſs confirmed by the ordinary, The 
King recommended to the preſbyteries the mem- 
bers, whom they ſhould elect to this aſſembly; and 
H 2 every 

* July 1604. 4 th of June 1610. 


of 
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co, 00 every thing was conducted in it with little appear- 
1617. 


ance of choice and liberty. 
By his own prerogative too, which he greatly 
ſtretched on this occaſion, the King erected a court 


of high commiſſion “, in imitation of that eſta- 


bliſhed in England. The biſhops and a few of the 


clergy, who had been ſummoned together, wil- 


lingly acknowleged this court; and it proceeded 
immediately upon buſineſs, as if its authority had 
been grounded on the full conſent of the wage ag 


| giſlature. 


Bor James P the final blow for the time 
when he ſhould himſelf pay a viſit to Scotland. 
To the parliament, which was then ſummoned, it 
was propoſed, to enact, that, whatever his Ma- 
e jeſty ſhould determine in the external govern- 
„ ment of the church, with the conſent of the 


„ archbiſhops, biſhops, and a competent number 


ce of the miniſtry, ſhould have the force of a law.“ 

What number ſhould be eſteemed competent 
was not determined : And their nomination was 
left intirely to the king: So that his eccleſiaſtical 
authority, had this act paſſed, would have been 
eſtabliſhed in its full extent. Some of the clergy 
proteſted. They apprehended, they ſaid, that 
the purity of their church, by means of the new 
authority, would be polluted with the whole rites 
and liturgy of the church of England. James, 
dreading clamor and oppoſition, dropped the act, 
which had already paſied the lords of articles; and 
aſſerted, that the inhdrent prerogative of the 
crown contained more power than was recognized 


by this bill. Sometime after, he called a meeting, 


at St. Andrews, of the biſhops and thirty fix of 
the moſt eminent clergy. He there declared his 
reſolution of exerting his prerogative, and of eſta- 
bliſhing, by his own authority, the few ceremo- 


nies Which he had recommended to them. They 


en- 
®* 15th of Feb, 1610. | 


| that it may readily happen. 


AES t 


entreated him rather to call a general aſſembly, and . 11 


to procure their conſent, The King aſking, I bat 
aſſurance be might have of the ofembly s conſent ;, they 


_ anſwered, That they ſaw no reaſon to the contrary, 


and knew that the aſſembly would yield to any, rea- 


ſonable demand of his Majeſty. Bur if it fall out 


otherways, ſaid the King, and my demand be refuſed'; 

my difficulty ſhall be the greater: And when I ſhall ufe 
my authority in eſtabliſping the ceremonies, they will call 
me tyrant and perſecutor. All crying out, that none 
could be fo mad; yet experience, ſaid the King, tells me, 
T herefore, unleſs I be made 
ſure, I will not give way to an ofſembly. Galloway, 
one of the miniſters, ſaying, that the Archbiſhop 
of St. Andrew's would anſwer for them, the Arch- 
biſhop refuſed : For that he had been deceived by 
them, and had ſufficiently experienced their breach 
of promiſe. Then ſaid Galloway, F your Majeſty 
will truſt me, I will anſwer for them. The King 
conſented; and an aſſembly was ſummoned on the 
25th of November next. 

Yer this aſſembly, which met after his depar- 
ture from Scotland, eluded all the King's appli- 
cations ; and it was not till the ſubſequent year, 
that he was able to procure a vote for receiving 
his ceremonies. And thro? every ſtep of this af- 
fair, in the parliament as well as in all the general 
aſſemblies, the nation betrayed the utmoſt relue- 
tance to all theſe innovations; and nothing but 
the King's importunity and authority had extorted 
a feeming conſent, which was belied by the inward 
ſentiments of all ranks of people. Even the few, 
over whom religious prejudices were not prevalent, 


thought the national honor facrificed by a ſervile 


imitation of the modes of worſhip, practiſed in En- 
gland. And ever ry prudent man agreed in con- 
demning the meaſures of the King, who, by an ill- 
timed zeal for inſignificant ceremonies, had betray- 
ed, tho' in an oppoſite manner, equal narrow neſs of 
: H 3 mind, 
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| ps NIL mind, with the perſons, whom he treated with 
17- ſuch contempt. It was judged, that, had not theſe 
dangerous humors been irritated by oppoſition ; 
had they been allowed peaceably to evaporate ;. 
they might at laſt have ſubſided within the limits 
of law and civil authority. And as all fanatical 
religions naturally circumſcribe, to very nþrrow 
bounds, the numbers and riches of the etcleſi- 
aſtics; no ſooner is their firſt fire ſpent, than they 
loſe all credit over the people, and leave them un- 
der the natural and beneficent influence of their 
legal and moral obligations. | 
Ar the ſame time, that James ſhocked, in ſo 
violent a manner, the religious principles of his | 
Scotch ſubjects, he acted in oppoſition to the bi- 
gotry of his Engliſh, He had obſerved, in his pro- 
greſs thro' England, that a judaical obſervance of 
the ſunday, chiefly by means of the puritans, was 
gaining ground, every day, thro'out the kingdom, 
and that the people, under pretext of religion, were, 
contrary to former practice, debarred from ſuch 
ſports and recreations, as contributed both to their 
health and their amuſement. Feſtivals, which in all 
other nations and ages, are partly dedicated to public 
worſhip, partly tomirth and ſociety, were here totally 
appropriated to the. offices of religion, and ſerved to 
nouriſh thoſe ſullen and gloomy contemplations, to 
which the people were, of themſelves, ſo unfor- 
tunately ſubject. The King falſely concluded, that 
it would be eaſy to infuſe chearfulneſs into this 
dark ſpirit of devotion. He iſſued a proclamation 
to allow and incourage, after divine ſervice, all 
kinds of lawful games and exerciſes ; and by his 
authority, he endeavored to give ſanction to a prac- 


tice, which his prejudized ſubjects regarded as the 
utmoſt profaneneſs and 1 impiety. 
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Sir Walter Raleigh's expedition. His execution. 
Inſurrections in Bobemia,—— Lofs of the 
Halatinate. 
parliament. Parties. Fall of Bacon. 
Rupture betwixt King and parliament. 

teftatron of the commons. LT 


AT the time when Sir Walter Raleigh was firſt 
confined to the tower, his violent and haugh- 


ty temper had rendered him the moſt unpopular 


man in England, and his condemnation was chiefly 
owing to that public odium, under which he la- 


which he ſuffered, the ſentiments of the nation were 
much changed with regard to him. Men had lei- 
{ure to reflect on the hardſhip, not to ſay, injuſtice 
of his ſentence ; they pitied his active and enter- 


prizing ſpirit, which languiſhed in the rigors 


of confinement ; they were ſtruck with the exten- 


live genius of the man, who, being educated amidſt 


naval and military enterprizes, had ſurpaſſed in the 
purſuits of literature, even thoſe of the moſt recluſe 
and ſedentary lives; and they admired his unbro- 
ken magnanimity, which, at his age and under 
his circumſtances, could engage him to undertake 
and execute ſo great a work as his hiſtory of the 


world. To increaſe theſe favorable diſpoſitions, 
on which he built the hopes of his liberty, he 


ſpread the report of a golden mine, which he had 
diſcovered. in Guiana, and which was ſufficient, 
according to his repreſentation, not only to inrich 
all the adventurers, but to afford immenſe treaſures 
to the nation. The King, when informed of theſe 
mighty promiſes, gave little credit to them ; both 
becauſe he believed, that no ſuch mine, as that 


deſcribed, was any where in nature, and becauſe 
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Negotiations with Spain.— A 
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bored. During the thirteen years impriſonment, tion. 
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Chap. IV. he conſidered Raleigh as a man of deſparate for- 


1618. 


tunes, whoſe bufineſs it was, by any means, 


to procure his freedom, and to reinſtate him- 
ſelf in credit and authority. Thinking, howe- 
yer, that he had already - undergone ſufficient 
puniſhment, he releaſed him from the tower ; 
and when his vaunts of the golden mine had 


engaged multitudes to aſſociate with him, the 


King gave him permiſſion to try the adventure, 
and, at their deſire, conferred on him authority 


pyer his fellow-adventurers, Tho' ftrongly ſolli- 


cited, he till refuſed to grant him a pardon, which 
ſeemed a natural conſequence, when he was in- 
ſtech with power and command. But James 


declared himſelf ftill diffident of Raleigh's deſigns; 
and he intended, he ſaid, to reſerve the former ſen- 


tence, as a check upon his future behavior. 

' Rarxzicn well knew, that it was far from the 
King's purpoſe to invade any of the Spaniſh ſet- 
tlements : He therefore firmly denied, that Spain 
had planted any colonies on that part of the coaſt, 
where his mine lay. When the ambaſſador of 
that nation, the famous Gondomar, alarmed at his 
1 carried complaints to the king; Ra- 
eigh ſtill proteſted the innocence of his intentions: 
And James aſſured Gondomar, that he durſt not 
form any hoſtile attempt, and that he ſhould pay 
with his head for ſo audacious an enterprize. But 


the miniſter wiſely concluding, that twelve armed 


veſlels were not fitted out without ſome purpoſe of 
invaſion, conveyed the intelligence to the court of 
Madrid, who immediately gave orders for arming 
and fortifying all their ſettlements, particularly 


thoſe along the coaſt of Guiana. a 


Warn the courage and avarice of the Spaniards 
and Portugueſe had diſcovered fo many new worlds, 
they were reſolved to ſhew themſelves ſuperior to 


the barbarons heathens, whom they invaded, not 
only in arts and arms, but alſo in the jultnels of 


the 


4 * * * „ . 2 £ . 1 * 5 8 
5 NM ES I 
- \ v PF 


the quarrel: They applied to Alexander VI. who Clap. 
| then fill'd the papal chair; and he generouſly be- 1618. 


ſtowed on the Spaniards the whole weſtern, and 
on the Portugueſe the whole eaſtern part of the 
globe. The more ſcrupulous proteſtants, who ac- 
knowleged not the authority of the Roman pon- 
tiff, eſtabliſhed the firſt diſcovery as the founda- 
tion of their title; and if a pirate or ſea-adventurer 
of their nation had but erected a ſtick or a ſtone 
on the ſhore, as a memorial of his taking poſſeſſion, 
they concluded the whole continent to belong to 
them, and thought themſelves intitled to expel or 
exterminate, as uſurpers, the ancient poſſeſſors and 
inhabitants. It was in this manner, that Sir Wal- 


ter Raleigh, about twenty- three years before, had 


acquired to the crown of England a juſt claim to 


the continent of Guiana, a region as large as the 


half of Europe; and tho” he had, immediately af- 
ter, left the coaſt, he yet pretended, that the En- 


gliſh title remained certain and indefeazable. But it 


had happened in the mean time, that the Spaniards, 


Not knowing or not acknowleging this claim, had 


taken poſſeſſion of a part of Guiana, had formed a 
ſettlement on the river Oronooko, had built a little 
town called St, Thomas, and were there working 

ſome mines of ſmall value. ann 
To this place, Raleigh directly bent his courſe ; 
-and remaining, himſelf, at the mouth of the 
river with five of the largeſt ſhips, he ſent up 
'the reſt to St. Thomas, under the command of 
his ſon, and of captain Keymis, a perſon intirely de- 
voted to him. The Spaniards, who had expected 
this invaſion, fired on the Engliſh at their land- 
ing, were repulſed, and purſued into the town. 
Young Raleigh, to incourage his men, called out, 
That this was the true mine, and none but fools Iooked 
for any other; and advancing upon the Spaniards, 
received a ſhot, of which he immediately —_— 
| | | L DIS 
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Gp This diſmayed not Keymis and the others. They 
101 


carried on the attack, got poſſeſſion of the town, 
which they afterwards ſet on fire; and found not 
in it any thing of conſiderable value. 

RarLticn pretended not, that he had himſelf 
gen. the mine, which he had engaged ſo many 
people to go in queſt of: It was Keymis, he ſaid, 


who had formerly diſcovered it, and had brought 


him that lump of ore, which promiſed ſuch im- 
menſle treaſures. Yet Keymis, who owned, that he 


was within two hours march of the place, refuſed, 


under the moſt abſurd pretexts, to take any effec- 
tual ſtep towards the finding it ; and he returned 


immediately to Raleigh, with the melancholy news 


of his ſon's death, and the ill ſucceſs of the enter- 
prize. Senſible to reproach, and dreading pu- 
niſhment for his behavior, in deſpair Keymis re- 
tired into his cabbin, and put an end to his own 
life. 

Tux other adventurers now concluded ns 
they were deceived by Raleigh; that he never 
had known of any ſuch mine as he pretended 


to go in ſearch of; that his intention had ever 


been to plunder St. Thomas; ; and having en- 
couraged his company by the ſpoil of that place, 
to have thence proceeded to the invaſion of the 
other Spaniſh ſettlements; that he expected to 
repair his ruined fortunes by ſuch daring enter- 
prizes; and that he truſted to the money be ſhould 
acquire, for making his peace with England; or 
if that view failed him, that he propoſed to retire 
into ſome other country, where his riches would 
ſecure his retreat. 

Tux ſmall acquiſitions, gained by the ſpoil of 
St. Thomas, diſcouraged Raleigh's companions from 
entering into theſe views; tho' there were many 
circumſtances 1 in the treaty betwixt the two nations, 


Which 
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which n them to engage in ſuch a pyratical wt bo 


war againſt the Spaniards. 

Wren England made peace with Sp in, the 
example of Henry IV. was imitated, ane at the 
treaty of Vervins, finding a difficulty i in adjuſting 
all queſtions with regard to the Indian trade, had 
agreed to paſs over that article in total ſilence, 
The Spaniards, having, all along, publiſhed ſevere 
edicts againſt the intercourſe of any European na- 
tion with their colonies, interpreted this filence in 
their own favor, and conſidered ita tacit acquieſcence 
of England in the eſtabliſhed laws of Spain. The 
Engliſh, on the contrary, pretended, that, as they 
had never been excluded by any treaty from com- 
merce with any part of the King of Spain's do- 
minions, it was ſtill as lawful for them to trade 
with his ſettlements in either Indies, as with his 
European territories. In conſequence of this am- 
biguity, many adventurers from England failed to 
the Spaniſh Indies, and met with ſevere puniſh- 
ment, when caught; as they, on the other hand, 
often ſtole, and, when ſuperior in power, forced 
a trade with the inhabitants, and reſiſted, nay 
ſometimes plundered, the Spaniſh governors. Vi- 
olences of this nature, which had been carried to 
a great height on both ſides, it was agreed to bury 
in total oblivion ; becauſe of the difficulty, which 
was found, of remedying them, upon any fixed 
principles. 

Bur as there appeared a great difference betwixt - 
private adventurers in ſingle ſhips, and a fleet 

acting under a royal commiſſion ; Raleigh's com- 
panions thought it ſafeſt to return immediately to 
England, and carry him along with them to an- 
ſwer for his conduct and behavior. *Tis pretended, 


that he employed many artifices, firſt to engage 


them to attack the Spaniſh ſettlements, and failing 
of that, to make his eſcape into France : But all 
theſe proved unſucceſsful, he was delivered into 


the 
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the King's hands, and ſtrictly examined, as 
well as his fellow-adventurers, before the privy 
council. The council found no difficulty in pro- 


nouncing, that the former. ſuſpicions, with regard 


to Raleigh's intentions, had been well grounded, 
that he had abuſed the King in the repreſentations 


which he had made of his projected adventure; 


that he had acted in an offenſive and hoſtile man- 
ner againſt his Majeſty's allies; and that he had 
wilfully burned and deſtroyed a town belonging to 
the King of Spain. He might have been tried 
either by common law for this violence, or by mar- 
tial law for breach of orders : But it was an eſta- 
bliſhed principle among thoſe of the long robe, 
that, as he lay under an actual attainder for high 
treaſon, he could not be brought to a new trial for 
any other crime. To fatisfy, therefore, the court 
of Spain, who raiſed the loudeſt complaints a- 
2 him, the King made uſe of that power which 

e had purpoſely reſerved in his own hand, and 
ſigned the warrant for hig execution upon the for- 


mer ſentence. * „ 


* Some of the facts, in this narration, which ſeem to con- 
demn Raleigh, are taken from the King's declaration, which 
being publiſhed by authority, when the facts were recent, be- 


ing extracted from examinations before the privy council, 


and - ſubſcribed by ſix counſellors, among whom was Ab- 


bot Archbiſhop of Canterbhry, a prelate no way complaiſant 


to the court, muſt be allowed to have great weight. Yet the 
moſt material facts are confirmed either by the nature and reaſon 
of the thing, or by Sir Walter's own apology and his letters. 
The King's vindication is in the Harleyan miſcellany, Vol. 3, 
1 „ | 

1. There ſeems to be an improbability, that the Spaniards, 
who knew nothing of Raleigh's pretended mine, ſhould have 


Þuilt a town, in ſo wide a coaſt within three miles of it. The 


chances are extremely againſt ſuch a ſuppoſition : And it is 


more natural to think, that the view of plundering the town 


led him thither, than that of working a mine. 2. No ſuch 


mine is there found to this day. 3. Raleigh in fad found no 


mine, and in fact he plundered and burned a Spaniſh town. 
Is it not more probable, therefore, that the latter was —_— 
| | tion 
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Sir Walter Raleigh, finding bis fate inevitable, Chap. IV, 


collected all his courage: And tho he had formerly 
535 t made 


tion? How can the ſecrets of his breaſt be rendered fo viſible 
as to counterpoiſe certain facts? 4. He confeſſes, in his letter 


to Lord Carew, that, tho' he knew it, yet he concealed from the 


King the ſettlement of the Spaniards, on that coaſt. Does not 
this fact alone render him ſufficiently criminal? 5. His com- 
miſſion impowers him only to ſettle on a coaſt poffeſſec by ſa- 
vage and barbarous inhabitants. Was it not the moſt criminal 


breach of orders to diſembark on a coaſt poſſeſſed by Spaniards? 
6. His orders to Key mis, when he ſent him up the river, are 


contained in his own apology, and from them it appears, that he 
knew (what was unavoidable) that the Spaniards would reſiſt 
and would oppoſe the Engliſh landing and poſſeſſion. His 
intentions, thereſore, were hoſtile from the beginning. 7. 
Without provocation, and even when at a diftance, he gave 
Keymis orders to diſlodge the Spaniards from their own town. 
Could any enterprize be more hoſtile? And, conſidering the 
Spaniards as allies to the nation, could any enterprize be more 
criminal? Was he not the aggreſſor, even tho' it ſhould be true 
that the Spaniards fired upon his men at landing? *Tis ſaid 
he killed three or four hundred of them. Is that fo light a 


matter? 8. In his letter to the King, and in his apology, he 
grounds his defence on former hoſtilities exerciſed by the Spa- 


niards againſt other companies of Engliſhmen. theſe are ac- 


counted for by the ambiguity of the treaty betwixt the nations. - 
And 'tis plain, that tho' theſe might be reaſons for the King's 


declaring war againſt that nation, they could never entitle Ra- 
leigh to declare war, and, without any commiſſion, or con- 
trary to his commiſſion, to invade the Spanith ſettlements. He 


| rom indeed that peace was never made with Spain in the 


ndies: A moſt abſurd notion! . If the claim to the property 
of that country as firſt diſcovered, was good, in oppoſition to 
the preſent ſettlement, as Raleigh pretends ; why was it not laid 
before the King with all its circumitances, and ſubmitted to his 
judgment? 10. Raleigh's force is acknowleged by himſelf to 
have been inſufficient to ſupport him in poſſeſſion againſt the 
power of which Spain was maſter on that coaſt; yet it was 
ſufficient, as he owns, to take by ſurprize and plunder twenty 
towns. It was not therefore his deſign to ſettle, but to plunder. 
By theſe confeſſions, which I have here brought together, he 
plainly betrays himſelf. 11. Why did he not ſtay and work his 


mine, as at firſt he projected? He apprehended that the Spa- 


niards would be upon him with a greater force. -But before he 
left England, he knew, that this muſt be the caſe, if he invaded 
any part of the Spanzſh colonies. His intention, therefore, 

555 never 
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Chap. Iv. made uſe of many mean artifices, ſuch as feigning 


madneſs, ſickneſs, and a variety of diſeaſes, in or- 
der to protract his examination, and procure his 
eſcape; he now reſolved to act his part with brave 
and reſolution. *Tis a ſbarp remedy, he ſaid, but a ſure 
one for all ills., when he felt the edge of the ax, by 
which he was to be beheaded. His harangue to the 
people was calm and eloquent; and he endeavored 
to 


1 


never was to ſettle, but only to plunder. 12. He acknowleges, 
that he knew neither of the depth nor quantity of the mine, 
but only that there was ſome ore there. Would he have ven- 
tured all his fortune and credit on fo precarious a foundation. 


13. Would the other adventurers, if made acquainted with 


this, have riſqued every thing to attend him? Ought a fleet to 
have been equipped for an experiment? Was there not plainly 
an impoſture in the management of this affair? 14. He fays to 
Keymis, in his orders, Bring but a baſket or two of ore, and it 
will ſatisfy the King, that my project was not imaginary. This 
was eaſily done from the Spaniſh mines; and he ſeems to have 
been chiefly diſpleaſed at Keymis for not attempting it. Such 
a view was a premeditated apology to cover his cheat. 15. The 
King in his declaration imputes it to Raleigh, that as ſoon as 
he was at ſea, he immediately fell into ſuch uncertain and doubt- 
ful talk of his mine, and ſaid, that it would be ſufficient if he 
brought home a baſket full of ore. From the circumſtance laſt 
mentioned, it appears, that this imputation was not without 


reaſon. 16. There are many other circumſtances of great 


weight in the King's declaration, that Raleigh, when he fell 
down to Plymouth, took no pioneers along with him, which 
he always declared to be his intention ; that ne was no-way 
provided of inſtruments for working a mine, but had a ſuth- 
cient ſtock of warlike ſtores ; that young Raleigh, in attacking 
the Spaniards, employed the words, which, in the narration, 
I have put into his mouth; that the mine was moveable, and 
ſhifted as he ſaw convenient: Not to mention many other public 
facts which prove him to be highly criminal againft his compani- 
ons as well as his country. 17. Raleigh's account of his firſt 
voyage to Guiana proves him to have been a man capable of 
the moſt extravagant credulity or moſt impudent impoſture : So 
ridiculous are the Hories which he tells of the Inca's chimerical 
empire in the midit of Guiana; the rich city of el Dorado, or 
Manao, two days journey in length, and ſhining with gold and 
ſilver; the old Peruvian prophecies in favor of the En giiſh, 
who, he ſays, were *expreſly named as the deliverers of 4 * 
country, long beſore any European had ever touched there; 
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to revenge himſelf, and to load his enemies with the Chap. IV. 
public hatred, by ſtrong aſſeverations of facts, 1618. 
which, to ſay the leaſt, may be eſteemed very doubt- 8 | 
ful. With the utmoſt indifference, he laid his head 8 
upon the block, and received the fatal blow. And * 
in his death, there appeared the ſame great, but ill Raleights 
regulated mind, which, during his lite, had dif execution. 


WF. oY CO, o 


played itſelf in all his conduct and behavior. 


No 
the Amazons or republic of women; and in general, the vaſt 
and incredible riches, which he ſaw on that continent, where no 
body has yet found any treafures. This whole narration is a 


proof, that he was extremely defective either in ſolid underſtand- 
ing, or morals, or both. No man's character indeed ſeems ever 


to have been carried to ſuch extremes as Raleigh's, by the 
oppoſite paſſions of envy and pity. In the former part of his 


lite, when he was active and lived in the world, and was pro- 
bably beſt known, he was the object of univerſal horror and 
deteſtation thro out England; in the latter part, when ſhut up 
in priſon, he became, much more unreaſonably, the object of 
great love and admiration. 

As to the circumſtances of the narration, that Raleigh's par- 
don was refuſed him, that his former ſentence was E 
kept in force againſt him, and that he went out under theſe 


expreſs conditions, they may be ſupported by the following au- 
thorities, 1. The King's word and that of ſix privy counſellors, 
who affirm it for fact. 2. The nature of the thing. If no 


ſuſpicion had been entertained of his intentions, a pardon would 


never have been refuſed to a man to whom authority was en- 
truſted. 3. The words of the commiſſion itſelf, where he is ſimply 


ſtiled Sir Walter Raleigh, and not faithful and ⁊vell- beloved, ac- 
cording, to the uſual and never failing ſtile on ſuch occaſions. 
4. In all the letters, which he wrote home to Sir Ralph Win- 
wood and to bis wife, he always conſiders himſelf as a perſon un- 
pardoned, and liable to the law. He ſeems indeed, immediately 
upon the failure of his enterprize, to have become deſperate, 
and to have expected the fate which he met with. 

Tiis pretended, that the King gave intelligence to the Spa- 
niards ot Raleigh's project; as if he had needed to lay a plot 


for the deftroying a man, whoſe lite had been fourteen years, 


and ſtill was, in nis power. The Spaniards wanted no' other 
intelligence to be on their guard but the known and public fact 


of Raleigh's armament: And there was no reaſon why the 


King thuuld conceal trom them the project of a ſettlement, 


whica Raleigh pretended, and the King believed to be entirely 


innocent. 


The 
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A Chap. IV. No meaſure of James's reign was attended with 

* - 1619. more public diſſatisfaction than the puniſhment of 

1 Sir Walter Raleigh. To execute a ſentence, which 
was originally ſo hard, which had been fo long ſuſa 
pended, and which ſeemed to have been tacitly 
pardoned by conferring on him a new truſt and 


. . . 

1} commiſſion, was eſteemed an inſtance of the ut- 
\ moſt cruelty and injuſtice. To ſacrifice, to a con- 
| * cealed enemy of England, the life of the only man 


meanneſs and indiſcretion. And the great con- 
nections, which the King was now entering into 


il | in the nation, who had a high reputation for valor 
| and military experience, was d eee 
il 

if with Spain, being univerſally. diſtaſteful, rendered 
= this WET: bas — ſtill more edieus 
3 /->vr/10ic7 and unpopular. „„ 
1 James had entertained an opinion, which was 
* peculiar to himſelf, and which had been adopted 


by 


The King's chief blame ſeems to have lain in his negligence, _ 
in allowing Raleigh to depart without a more exact ſcrutiny: ' 
But for this he apologizes, by ſaying, that ſureties were re- 
quired for the good behavior of Raleigh and all his aſſociates 
" in the enterprize ; but that they gave in bonds for one another: 
| A cheat which was not perceived till they had ſailed, and 
which increaſed the ſuſpicion of bad intentions. 
Perhaps the King ought alſo to have granted Raleigh a par- 
don for his old treaſon, and to have tried him anew for his 
new offences. His puniſhment in that caſe would not only 
| have been juſt, but conducted in a juſt and unexceptionable 
(| manner, But we are told that a ridiculous opinion at that 
9 time prevailed in the nation, (and it is plainly ſuppoſed by Sir 
Walter in his apology) that, by the treaty, war was allowed 
with the Spaniards in the Indies, tho peace was made in Eu- 
rope: And while that notion took place, no jury would have 
| found Raleigh guilty. So that had not the King puniſhed him. 
| upon his old ſentence, the Spaniards would have had a mol 
i | juſt cauſe of complaint againſt the King ſufficient to have pro- 
"2 duced a war, at leaft to have deſtroyed all cordiality, betwixt | 
the nations. ; SEED | Load og 
This explication I thought neceſſary in order to clear up. the 
ſtory of Raleigh; which, tho very obvious, is generally miſ- 
taken, in ſo groſs a manner, that 1 know not its parallel in the 
whole Engliſh hiſtory, 
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_ none of his Ae, es that any liance, be- Ae IV. 
tow that of 4 king, was unworthyꝰa prince of 1618. a 
Wales; and h@ never would allow Sther-thag-a amy eee, 76 

daughter of France or Spain, to be mentioned as 10 
a match for his ſon. This inſtance of pride, which 
really implieg* meanneſs, as if he could receive ho- 
nor from any alliance, was ſo well known, that 
Spain had founded on it the hopes of governing, 
in the moſt important tranſactions, this monarch, 
ſo little celebrated for politics or prudence. |, Dur- 
ing the life of Henry, the King o Spain had drop- 
ped ſome hints of beſtowing on that Prince his 
eldeſt daughter, whom he afterwards diſpoſed of to 
the young King of France, Lewis XIII. At that 
time, the view of the Spaniard was to engage 

James into a neutrality with regard to the ſucceſſion 

of Cleves, which was diſputed betwixt the prote- 

ſtant and popiſh line: But the bait did not then 
take ; and James, in conſequence of his alliance 
with the Dutch, and Henry IV. of France, march- 
ed *“ 4000 men, under the command of Sir Ed- 
ward Cecil, who joined theſe two powers, and put 
the Marquis of Brandenburgh and the Palatine of 

Newbourg, in poſſeſſion of that dutchy. 5 
GonDoMaAR was, at this time, the Spaniſh am- 

baſſador in England; a man, whoſe flattery was 

the more artful, becauſe covered with the appear- 
ance of frankneſs and ſincerity; whoſe politics 
were the more dangerous, becauſe diſguiſed under 
the maſque of mirth and pleaſantry. He now made 
offer of the ſecond daughter of Spain to Prince 
Charles; and, that he might render the temptation 
irreſiſtible to the neceſſitous monarch, he gave 
hopes of an immenſe fortune, which ſhould. attend 
the Princeſs. The court of Spain, tho' determin- 
ed to contract no alliance with a heretic, entered 
into negotiations with James, which they artfully 
protracted, and, t every diſappointment, ſtill 
Vor. I. | redoubled 
1610. 
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Chap. IV: redoubled his hopes of ſucceſs, The tranſactions 
1618. in Germany, ſo important to the Auſtrian great- 
neſs, became, every day, a new motive for. this 
duplicity of conduct. 
Infurre&i- IN that great revolution of manners, which ow. 
ons in Bo- pened during the ſixteenth and the ſeventeenth cen- 
hemia. turies, the only nations, who had the honorable, 
tho often melancholy advantage, of making an 
effort for their expiring privileges, were ſuch as, 
along with the principles of civil liberty, were ani- 
mated with a zeal for religious parties and opini- 
ons. Beſide the irreſiſtible force of mercenary ar- 
mies, the European princes poſſeſſed this advan- 
tage, that they were deſcended from the antient 
royal families; that they continued the ſame names 
of magiſtrates, the ſame appearance of civil go- 
vernment ; and reſtraining themſelves by all the 
forms of legal adminiftration, could inſenſibly im- 
poſe the yoke on their unguarded ſubjects. Even h 
the German nations, who formerly — the Ro- K 
man chains, and reſtored liberty to mankind, now f 
loft their own liberty, and ſaw with grief the ab- fu 
ſolute authority of their princes firmly eſtabliſhed E. 
amongſt them. In their circumſtances, nothing 0 
but a pious fanaticiſm, which diſregards all motives 
of human prudence, could have made them enter- F 
tain hopes of preſerving any longer thoſe privileges, = 
which their anceſtors, thro' ſo many ages, had wh 
tranſmitted to them. 1 
As the houſe of Auſtria, thro out all their exten- Fe 
{ive dominions, had ever made religion the pretext ; 


of their uſurpations, they now. met with reſiſtance In 
from a like principle; and the catholic ſuperſtition, 10 
as uſual, had ranged itſelf on the ſide of monarchy ; : = 


the proteſtant enthuſiaſm, on that of liberty. The Th 
ſtatès of Bohemia, having taken arms againſt the | 
Emperor Mathias, continued theig revolt againſt 
his ſucceſſor Ferdinand, and claimed the obſer- 
vance of all the edicts enacted i in favor of the new 

religion, | 


greatneſs. 
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religion, along with the reſtoration of their antient Chap. IV. 


laws and conſtitution. The ſurrounding principa- 
lities, Sileſia, Moravia, Luſatia, Auſtria, even the 
kingdom of Hungary, took part in the quarrel; 
and thro'out all theſe populous and martial pro- 
vinces, the ſpirit of diſcord and civil war had uni- 
verſally diffuſed itſelf. : 
FERDINAND II. who poſſeſſed more vigor and a- 
bility, tho' not more lenity and moderation, than 
are uſual with the Auſtrian princes, ſtrongly armed 
himſelf for the recovery of his authority; and be- 
ſide the aſſiſtance of his ſubjects, who profeſſed the 
antient religion, he engaged on his fide a powerful 
alliance of the neighbouring potentates. All the 
catholic princes of the empire had embraced his 
defence ; even Saxony, the moſt powerful of the 
proteſtant: Poland had declared itſelf in his favor; 
and, above all, the Spaniſh monarch, eſteeming 
his own intereſt intimately connected with that of 
the younger branch of his family, prepared power- 
ful ſuccors from Italy, from the low countries; and 
he opened his Indian treaſures for the ſupport of 
Ferdinand and of the catholic religion. | 


aſſiſtance; and, along with that ſupport, which they 
obtained from the evangelical union in Germany, 
they endeavoured to eſtabliſh connexions with 
greater princes. They caſt their eyes on Frederic, 
Elector Palatine. They conſidered, that, beſide 
the power of his own ſtate, which was great, he 
was ſon-in-law to the King of England, and ne- 
phew to Prince Maurice, whoſe authority was be- 
come almoſt abſolute in the united provinces. 
They hoped, that theſe princes, moved by the 


connections of blood, as well as by the tie of their 
common religion, would intereſt themſelves in all 
the fortunes of Frederic, and would promote his 
They therefore made him a tender of 

12 


their 


4 
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Tux ſtates of Bohemia, alarmed with theſe 
mighty preparations, began alſo to ſollicit foreign 
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Chap. IV. their crown, which they conſidered as elective; 
and the young Palatine, ſtimulated by ambition, 
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without conſulting either with James or Maurice, 


_ whoſe repugnance he foreſaw, immediately accept- 


ed the offer, and marched all his forces into Bohe- 
mia, in ſupport of his new ſubjects. 

Tak news of theſe events no ſooner reached En- 
gland than the whole kingdom was on fire to en- 


gage in the quarrel. Scarce was the ardor greater, 


with which all the ſtates of Europe, in former ages, 
flew to reſcue the holy land from the dominion of 
infidels. The nation, at that time, were ſincerely 
attached to the blood of their monarch, and con- 
ſidered their connection with the Palatine, who 
had married a daughter of England, as very 

cloſe and intimate. And, when they heard of ca- 
tholics carrying.on wars and perſecutions againſt 
proteſtants, they thought their own intereſt moſt 
deeply concerned, and regarded their neutrality as 
a baſe deſertion of the cauſe of God, and of his 
holy religion. In ſuch a quarrel, they would glad- 
ly have marched to the oppoſite extremity of Eu- 
rope, have plunged themſelves into a chaos of Ger- 
man politics, and have expended all the blood and 
treaſure of the nation, by maintaining a gonteſt 


with the whole houſe of Auſtria, at the very time, 


and in the very place, where it was the moſt po- 
tent, and almoſt irreſiſtible. 

Bur James, beſide that he had too little enter- 
prize for ſuch vaſt undertakings, was reſtrained by 
another motive, which had a mighty influence over 
him. He refuſed to patronize the revolt of ſubjects 


againſt their ſovereign. From the very firſt he de- 


nied to his ſon-in-law, the title of the King of Bo- 
hemia : He forbad him to be prayed for in the 
churches under that appellation : And tho' he own- 


ed, that he had no way, examined the pretenſions, | 

privileges, and conſtitution of the revolted ſtates; | 

{0 exalted was his idea of the rights of kings, that | 
he ; 
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tion. 6 
country became diſtaſteful to the Engliſh, when 
| they reflected on the oppreſſions and diſtreſſes of 
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he concluded ſubjects muſt ever ve in the wrong, Chap. IV, 


when they ſtood in oppoſition to thoſe, who had 1619. 


acquired or aſſumed that majeſtic title. Thus, even 
in meaſyres, founded on true politics, James in- 
termixed ſo many narrow prejudices, as loſt him all 
his authority, and expoſed him to the imputation 
of weakneſs and of error. | 

Mean while, affairs every where haſtened to 
a criſis. Ferdinand levied a mighty force. under 


the command of the Duke of Bavaria and the 


Count of Bucquoy ; and advanced upon his ene- 
my in Bohemia. In the low countries, Spinola 
collected a veteran army of thirty thouſand men. 
When Edmonds, the King's reſident at Bruſſels, 
made remonſtrances to the Archduke Albert, he 
was anſwered, that the orders for this armament 


| had been tranſmitted to Spinola from Madrid, and 
that he alone knew the ſecret intentions of it. - 
Spinola again told the miniſter, that his orders 


were ſtill ſealed; and that, if Edmonds would ac- 
company him in his march to Coblentz, he would 
there open them, and give him full ſatisfaction. It 
was more ealy to ſeg his intention, than to prevent 
its ſucceſs. Almo at one time, it was known in 
England, that Frederic, being defeated in the great 
and deciſive battle of Prague, had fled with his fa- 


mily into Holland, and that Spinola had fallen up- I rhe 


1620. 


on the Palatinate, and, meeting with no reſiſtance, palati- 
except from ſome princes of the union, and from nate. 


an Engliſh regiment of 2,400 men, commanded 
by the brave Sir Horace Vere, had, in a little time, 
made himſelf maſter of the greateſt part of that 
principality. 


1GH were now the murmurs and complaints a- 


gainſt the King's neutrality and unactive diſpoſi- 
The happineſs and tranquillity of their own 


their proteſtant brethren in Germany. They con- 


13 


3 m 2 3* * *Þ x a 
* 2 — rer—;..at . r * 


4» 
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Chap. IV. ſidered not, that their interpoſal in the wars of the 


1620. 


ſtrian greatneſs, the danger was ſtill too diſtant to 
give any juſt alarms to England; that mighty re- 


Negotia- 


3 


continent, tho? agreeable to religious zeal, could 


not, at that time, be juſtified by any found max- 


ims of politics; that, however exorbitant the Au- 


ſiſtance would yet be made by ſo many potent and 
warlike nations in Germany, ere they would yield 
their neck to the yoke; that France, now engag- 
ed by bigotry to contract a double alliance with 


the Auſtrian family, muſt neceſſarily be ſoon rouz- 
ed from her lethargy, and oppoſe the progreſs of 


ſo hated a rival; that in the farther advance of con- 
queſts, even the interefts of the two branches of 
that ambitious family muſt interfere, and engen- 
der mutual jealouſy and oppoſition ; that a land- 
war, carried on at ſuch a diſtance, would waſte the 
blood and treaſure of the Engliſh nation, without 
any hopes of ſucceſs ; that a ſea-war, indeed, might 
be both ſafe and ſucceſsful againſt Spain, but would 


not affect the enemy in ſuch vital parts as to make 


them ſtop their career of ſucceſs in Germany, and 
abandon all their acquiſitions z and that the proſ- 
pect of recovering the Palatinate being at preſent 
deſpcrate, the affair was reduced to this ſimple que- 
ſtion, whether peace and commerce with Spain, or 
the uncertain hopes of plunder and of conqueſts in 
the Indies were preferable; a queſtion, which, at 


the beginning of the King's reign, had already been | 


decided, and perhaps with reaſon, in favor of the 
MT advantages. 


AMES might have defended hls pacific mea- 


tions with ſures by ſuch plauſible arguments: But theſe ſeem 


not to have been altogether the motives, which 
ſwayed him. He had entertained the Utopian no- 


tion, that, as his own juſtice and moderation had 


ſhone out ſo conſpicuouſly thro” all theſe tranſacti- 
ons,, the whole houſe of Auſtria, tho' not awed by 
the ppwer of England, would willingly, from mere 


reſpect . 
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i reſpect to his virtue, ſubmit themſelves to ſo equi- Chap. IV 

table an arbitration. He flattered himſelf with 1620. 

. Hopes, that, after he had formed an intimate con- 

5 nection with the Spaniſh monarch, by means of | 1 

) his ſon's marriage, the reſtitution of the Palatinate | 
might be procured, from the motive alone of friend- 


1 ſhip and perſonal regard. He perceived not, that |; 

1 his unactive virtue, the more it was extolled, the I 
greater ridicule was it expoſed to. He was not = 
a | fenſible, that the Spaniſh match was itſelf attend- in | 
— ed with ſuch difficulties, that all his art of negotia- | | 
f | tion would ſcarce be able to ſurmount them; much 1 
- F leſs, that that match could in good politics be de- | | 1 
f pended on, as the means of procuring ſuch extra- WS |. 
- | ordinary advantages. His unwarlike diſpoſition, 4 
- Þ increaſed by age, rivetted him ſtill faſter in his er- 6 

e | rors, and determined him to ſeek the reſtoration of 1 
it his ſon-in-law, by remonſtrances and entreaties, by | | 4 
It arguments and embaſſies, rather than by blood and 84 
d violence. And the fame defect of courage, which I 
e | held him in awe of foreign nations, made him i | 
d likeways afraid of ſhocking the prejudices of his 1 
{- own ſubjects, and kept him from openly avowing it: 
At the meaſures, which he was determined to purſue. ; 

e- Or perhaps, he hoped to turn theſe prejudices to il 
or account; and, by their means, engage his people ; 10 
in to farniſh him with ſupplies, of which their exceſ- fi 
at five frugality had hitherto made them ſo ſparing 


nN | and reſerved. * 

ne Hz firſt tried the expedient of a benevolence or A parlia- 
I free-gift from individuals, pretengir 3. the urgency ment. 

a- of the caſe, which would not ao eiſure for any 


m | other meaſure: But the jealouſy of liberty was now 
ch rouzed, and the nation, regarded theſe pretended 
O- benevolences, as real U "contrary to law and Saas > 40 rl 
ad | pernicious to freedom, however authorized by ob- 
ti- | lolete precedents. A parliament was found to be 
b che only relource, which could furniſh any large 
- 1 3 4 * ; 
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ſion of all the 
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Chap. IV. ſupplies; and writs we?e accordingly: iſſued for 


ſummoning that great council of the nation. 
THrts parliament is remarkable for being the 


D . epoch, in which were firſt regularly formed, tho 
1 ee, ko 
16th of 
June. 


without acquiring fheſe denominations, the parties 
of CoukT and CopNTRyY; parties, which have ever 
ſince continued, ſand which, while they often 
threaten the total] diſſolution of the government, 


are the real cauſeg of its permanent life and vigor. 
In the antient 


thic conſtitution, of which the 
Engliſh partook with other European nations, there 
was a mixture, nbt of authority and liberty, which 
we have ſince enfpyed in this iſland, and which 
now ſubſiſt uniformly together; but of authority 
and anarchy, whiqh perpetually ſhocked with each 
other, and which fook place alternately, according 


as circumſtances were more or leſs favorable to ei- 


ther of them. Aſparliament, compoſed of barba- 
rians, ſummoned from their fields and foreſts, un- 
inſtructed by ſtudy, converſation, or travel; igno- 
rant of their own laws and hiſtory, and unacquaint- 
ed with the ſituation of all foreign nations; a par- 
liament called pyecariouſly by the king, and diſ- 


ſolved at his pleaſure; ſitting a few days, debating 


a few points prepared for them, and whoſe mem- 
bers were impatignt to return to their own caſtles, 
where alone they were great, and to the chace, 
which was their favorite amuſement: Such a par- 
liament was very little fitted to enter into a diſcuſ- 
eſtions of government, and to 
ſhare, in a regular manner, the legal adminiſtra- 
tion. The name, the authority of the king alone 
appeared, in the common courſe of government; 
in extraordinary emergencies, he aſſumed, with 
ſtill better reaſon, the ſole direction; the imperfect 
and unformed laws left, in every thing, a latitude 
of interpretation ; ahd when the ends; purſued by 
the monarch, were. in general, agreeable to his 
fubjects, little ſcruple or jealouſy was * 
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with regard to the regul 


prince, no member of either houſe, much leſs of 
the lower, durſt think of entering into a formed 
party, in oppoſition to the court; ſince the diſſolu- 
tion of the parliament muſt, in few days, leave 
him unprotected, to the |vengeance of his ſove- 
reign, and to thoſe ſtretches of prerogative, which 
were then ſo eaſily made, in order to puniſh an ob- 
noxious ſubject. During gn unpopular and weak 
reign, the current commonly run ſo ſtrong againſt 
the monarch, that none durſt inliſt themſelves in 
the court-party; or if the prince was able to ingage 
any conſiderable barons oh his fide, the queſtion 
was decided with arms in the field, not by debates 
or arguments in a ſenate or aſſembly. And upon 
the whole, the chief circumſtance, which, during 
antient times, retained the prince in any legal 
form of adminiſtration, was, that the ſword, by 
the nature of the feudal tenures, remained ſtill in 
the hands of his ſubjects} and this irregular and 
dangerous check had much more influence than 
the regular and methodical limits of the laws and 
conſtitution. As the natiqn could not be compell- 
ed, it was requiſite, that| every public meaſure of 
that of levying new 
taxes, ſhould ſeem to be adopted by common con- 
ſent and approbation. Pe 
Tux princes of the hoyſe of Tudor, partly by 
the vigor of their adminiſtfation, partly by the con- 
currence of favorable circumſtances, had been able 
to eſtabliſh a more regular ſſyſtem of government; 
but they drew the conſtitution fo near to deſpgtiſm 
as diminiſhed extremely thę authority of the parlia- 
ment. That ſenate became, in a great degree, the 
organ of royal will and plepſure ; Oppoſition would 
have been regarded as a ſpecies of rebellion : And 
even religion, the moſt daygerous article, in which 
innovations could be introduced, had admitted, in _— 
courſe 
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ity of the means. Dur- Chap. IV. 
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from the authority plone of the ſovereign. The 
parliament was not then the road to honour and 


preferment : The talents of popular intrigue and 
eloquence were uncyltivated and unknown: And 


tho” that aſſembly ſti] preſerved authority, and re- 
rained the privilege of making laws and beſtowin 


public money, the members acquired not, upon that 


account, either with prince or people, much more 
weight and conlideratipn. What powers were re- 
quiſite for conducting the machine of government, 


the king was accufto ed, of himſelf, to aſſume. 
His own revenues ſu plied him with money ſuffi- 


1 


cient for his ordinary expences. And when extra- 
ordinary emergencies pccurred, the prince needed 
not ſollicit votes in pafliament, either for the mak- 
ing laws or impoſing taxes, both which were now 
become requiſite for {public intereſt and preſerva- 
tion. f 

THe ſecurity of individuals, fo requiſite to the 
liberty of popular coupcils, was totally unknown in 
that age. And as noſdeſpotic princes,” ſcarce even 
the eaſtern tyrants, rule intirely without the concur- 
rence of ſome afſemblikgs, which ſupply both advice 
and authority; little, hut a mercenary force, ſeems 
then to have been, wþnting towards the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a ſimple 
militia, tho more favoſable to regal authority, chan 
the feudal inſtitutions, Was much inferior, in this 
reſpect, to diſciplined afmies; and if it did not pre- 
ſerve liberty to the people, it preſerved, at leaſt, the 


power, if ever the inchnation ſhould ariſe, of re: 


covering it. | | 

Bur ſo low, at that t e, ran the inclination to- 
wards liberty, that Elizabeth, the laſt of that arbi- 
trary line, herſelf no leſs arbitrary, was yet the moſt 
renowned and moſt po Har of all the ſovereigns, 
who had ever filled the ſthrone of England. It was 


. TH ä natural 
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ears, four ſeveral alterations, 


onarchy in England. The 
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and the perſecutions under which they labored, 
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found it, and to purſue her meaſures, which he heard 
40 much applauded ; nor did his penetration extend 
ſo far as to diſcover, th neither his circumſtances 
nor his character could ſupport fo ex:enfive an au- 
thority. His narrow reveqques and little mani be- 
gan now to render him dependent on his people, even 
in the ordinary courſe of adminittration : Their in- 
crealing knowlege diſcovered to them that advan; 
tage, which they had obtpined ; and made them 
ſenſible of the ineſtimable value of civil liberty. 
And as he poſſeſſed too liftle dignity to command 
reſpect, and too much goodneſs. to impreſs fear, a 
new fpirit diſcovered itſelf every day in the*parlia- 
ments; and a party, jealou 
was regularly formed in the houſe of commons. 

Bur notwithſtanding theſe advantages, acquired 
to liberty; ſo extenſive was royal authority, and fo 
firmly eſtabliſhed in all its parts, that 'tis probable 
the patriots of that age would have deſpaired of ever 
reſiſting it, had they not beer ſtimulated by religious 
motives, which inſpire a courage, unſurmountable 
by any human obſtacle. 

Tux ſame alliance, which has ever prevailed be⸗ 
twixt kingly power and eccleſiaſtical authority, was 
now fully eſtabliſhed in England ; and' while the 
prince aſſiſted the clergy in| ſuppreſſing ſchiſmatics 
and innovators, the clergy, in return, inculcated 
the doctrine of an unreſerved|\ſubmifiicn and obe- 
dience to the civil magiſtrate. The genius of the 
church of England, ſo kindly to monarchy, for- 
warded the confederacy ; its ſijbmiſſion to epiſcopal 
jurifdiction ; its attachment toſceremonies, to order, 
and to a decent pomp and fplendor of worſhip ; 
and in a word, its affinity to the tame ſuperſtition of 
the catholics, rather than to * wild fanaticiſm of 
the puritans. 

On the other hand, oppo ition to the church, 
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IV.were ſufficient to thrpw the puritans into the coun 
1921. party, and to engend 


er political principles little fa- 
vorable to the high pretenſions of the ſovereign, 
The ſpirit too of [enthuliaſm ; bold, daring, and 


uncontroled ; ſtropgly diſpoſed their minds to a- 


dopt republican tenets; and inclined them to arro- 
gate, in their actions and conduct, the ſame liberty, 


 whichthey had ailymed, in their rapturous flights and 
extaſies. Ever ſihce the firſt origin of that ſect, 


thro' the whole reign of Elizabeth as well as of 
James, puritanical principles had been underſtood in 
a double ſenſe, and expreſſed the opinions favorable 
both to political aqd to eccleſiaſtical liberty. And 


as the court, in order to dilcredit all parliamentary | 


oppoſition, affixed the denomination of puritans to 
its antagoniſts ; the religious puritans willingly a- 


dopted this idea, which was ſo advantageous to them; 


and confounded thgir cauſe with that of the patriots 
or country party. [Thus were the civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical factions regularly formed; and the humor 
of the nation, duripg that age, running ſtrongly 
towards fanatical exftravagancies, the ſpirit of civil 
liberty gradually revw¾ed from its lethargy, and by 
means of its religiou aſſociate, from which it reap- 
ed ſo much advantdge and ſo little honor,” it ſe- 
cretly enlarged its doſninion, over the greateſt part 
of the kingdom. 

In this parliament, however—it-muſt-be-euncd, 


there appeared, at firſt, nothing but duty and ſab- 


miſſion on the part- of the commons; and they 
ſeemed determined to ſacrifice every thing, in order 
to maintain a good correſpondence with their prince. 
They would allow no mention to be made of the 


new cuſtoms or impolitions, which had been ſo ea- F 


gerly diſputed in the former parliament: The im- 
priſonment of the members of that parliament was 
here, by ſome, complained of; but, by the autho- 
rity of the graver and more prudent part of the 


| houſe, that grievance was buried in oblivion : And 


being 


being aforrzed, that. the King had remitted very gs 


7 conſiderable ſums to the Palatine, they voted him 
180 two ſubſidies; and that too, at the very beginning 


ar of the ſeſſion, contrary to the uſual maxims of their 
mY predeceſſors. 
= AFTERWARDS, they proceeded, but in a very 


| temperate manner, to the examination of grievan- 
2 ces. They found, that patents had been granted 
. to Sir Giles Mompeſſon and Sir Francis Michel, for 
the licencing inns and ale-houſes ; that great ſums 
of money had been levied, under pretext of theſe 
licences ; and that ſuch innkeepers as preſumed to 
continue their buſineſs, without ſatisfying the rapa- 
city of the patentees, had been ſeverely puniſhed by 
tines, impriſonments, and other vexations. 

Tux ſame perſons had alſo procured a patent, 
which they ſhared with Sir Edward Villiers, brother 
to Buckingham, for the ſole making of gold and 
| filver thread and lace, and had obtained very extra- 
ordinary powers for preventing any concurrence in 
theſe manufactures : They were armed with autho- 
rity to ſearch for all goods, which might interfere 
with their patent; andeven to puniſh, at their own 
will and diſcretion, the makers, importers, and 
venders of ſuch commodities. Many had grievoully 
ſuffered by this exorbitant juriſdiction z and the lace, 
which” had been manufactured by the patentees, 


4 was found univerſally to be adulterated, and com- 
. poſed more of copper than of the precious metals. 

”” Taesz grievances the commons repreſented to 
i the King; and they met with a very gracious and 


very cordial reception. He ſeemed even thankful 
3 for the information given him; and declared himſelf 
Ne | aſhamed, that ſuch abuſes, unknowingly to him, 
had crept into his adminiſtration. © I aſſure you,” 
a ſad he, © had I before heard theſe things com- 
| « plained of, I would have done the office of a juſt 
| * king, and out of parliament have puniſhed them, 
4 as ſeverely, and peradventure more, than you 
I : 4 now 
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Chap. IV. C now intend to do”. A ſentence was paſſed on 


Michel, and Mompeſſon. It was executed on the 
former. The latter broke priſon and eſcaped. - Vil- 


liers was, at that time, ſent purpoſely on a foreign 


employment; and his guilt being leſs enormous or 
leſs apparent than thar of the others, he was eaſily 
protected by the credit of his brother, Buckingham. 


ENcoURAGED by this ſucceſs, the commons car- 


ried their ſcrutiny, and ſtill with a reſpectful hand, 
into abuſes of a nature yet more important. The 
ſeals were, at that time, in the keeping of the cele- 
brated Bacon, created Viſcount St. Albans; a man 
univerſally admired for the greatneſs of his genius, 
and beloved'for the courteouſneſs and humanity of 


his behavior. He was the great ornament._of his 


age and nation ; and nought was wanting to render 
him the ornament of human nature itſelf, but that 


ſtrength of mind, which might check his intem- 


perate deſire of preferment, that could add nothing 
to his dignity, and reſtrain his profuſe inclination to 


expence, that could be requiſite neither for his ho- 
nor nor entertainment. His want of ceconomy and 
his indulgence to ſervants had involved him in neceſ- 
ſities; and, in order to ſupply his prodigality, he had 
been tempted to take bribes, and that in a very 
open manner from ſuitors in chancery. Tis pre- 


tended, that, notwithſtanding this enormous abuſe, 
he had ſtill, in the ſeat of juſtice, preſerved the in- 


tegrity of a judge, and had given juſt decrees a- 


gainſt thoſe very perſons, from whom he had re- 


ceived the wages of iniquity. Complaints roſe the 
louder on that account, and at laſt reached the 


houte of commons, who ſent up an impeachment 


againſt him to the*peers. The chancellor, conſcious 


ok guilt, deprecated the vengeance of his judges, 
and endeavored, by a general avowal, to eſcape the 
confuſion of a ſtricter inquiry. The lords inliſted 
on a par ticular confeiſion of all his corruptions. He: 
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e Pak twenty-eight articles “; and was ſen- Chap. IV. 
| | tenced to pay a fine of 40,000 pounds, to be im- 1621. 


priſoned in the tower during the King's pleaſure, to 
be for ever incapable of any office, place, or em- 
ploy ment; and never again to ſit in Fame or 
come within the verge of the court. 

Tarts. dreadful ſentence, hl to a man of 
nice ſenſibility to honor, he ſurvived five years; and 
being releaſed, in a little time, from the tower, his 
genius, yet unbroken, ſupported itſelf amidſt in- 
volved circumſtances and a depreſſed ſpirit, and 
ſhone out in literary productions, which have made 
his guilt or weakneſſes be forgotten or overlooked 
b by poſterity. In conſideration of his great merit, 
the King remitted his fine, as well as all the other 


(9 w 


: parts of his ſentence, conferred on him a large pen- 
* lion of 1800 pounds a- year, and employed every ex- 
” pedient to alleviate the weight of his age and miſ- 
fortunes. And that great philoſopher, at laſt, ac- 
S knowledged with gegret, that he had too long ne- 
th elected the true ambition of a fine genius; and by 


g plunging into buſineſs and affairs, which require 
C much leis capacity, but greater firmneſs of mind, 

J than the purſuits of learning, had expoſed himſelf 
to ſuch grievous calamities. = 

M Tur commons had entertained the idea, that 


they were the great patrons of the people, and that 


> 
J the redre Taff grievances muſt proceed from them; 
RE and to this principle they were chiefly beholden for 
. the 
— 4 : * 
e 
5 One of them ĩs to this purpoſe. The vintners in Lads 
refuſed to give above a certain price for wines. The mer- 
* chants complained to the council. The King made a reference 
18 to the chancellor. He ordered the vintners to give the price 
8 demanded by the merchants, and impriſoned two or three of 
bd 
16 the molt obſtinate, till they complied. For his pains, he re- 
1 ceived a preſent of 1000 pounds from the merchants. It may 
i ſeem to us remarkable, that he was not accuſed for arbitrary 
le* | proceedings, but for corruption. State trials vol. v. p. 44- 


vet | firſt edit. 
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Chap. IV. the regard and conſideration of the public. In the 
1621. execution of this. office, they now kept their ears 
open to complaints of every kind; and they carried 
their reſearches into many grievances, which, tho'- 

of no great importance, could not be touched, with- 

out ſenſibly affecting the King, and his miniſters. 

'The prerogative ſeemed, each moment, to be in- 
vaded ; the King's authority, in every article, was 

© diſputed ; and James, who'was willing to correct 
the abuſes of his power, could not ſubmit to have 
the power itſelf queſtioned and denied. After the 
houſe, therefore, had far near ſix months, and had, 

as yet, brought no conſiderable buſineſs to a full 
cConeluſion, the King reſolved, under pretext of the 
advanced ſeaſon, to interru ttheir proceedings ; and 

he ſent them word, that He was determined, in a 

very little time, to adjourn them till next winter. 

The commons made application to the lords, and 

. defired them to join in a petition for delaying the 
adjournment ; which was refuſed by the upper 
houſe. The King regarded this project of a joint 
petition as an attempt to force him from his mea- 

ſures : He thanked the peers for their refuſal to con- 

cur in it, and told them, that, if it was their deſire, 

he would delay the adjournment, but would not fo 

far comply with the requeſt of the lower houſe. 
And thus, in theſe great national affairs, the ſame 
peeviſhneſs, which, in private altercations, often 
raiſes a quarrel from the ſmalleſt beginnings, 855 


duced a mutual coldneſs and diſguſt betwixt the Kin 
and the commons. 

Dvxinc the receſs of parliament, the King uſed IK 
every meaſure to render himſelf popular with the Bot 
nation, and to appeaſe the riſing ill humor of their 
repreſentatives. To the parliament he had offered R 
to circumſcribe his own prerogative, and to abro- 
gate his power of granting all monopolies for the . 
future. He now recalled all the patents of that kind, th 
and redreſſed every article of g iner, to the 2 4 

er 


J. ; MES ; 
ber of thirty-ſeven, hr hes ever been complain- 
ed of in the houſe of commons. But he gained not 
the end, which he propoſed. The diſguſt, which 
had appeared at parting, could not fo ſuddenly be 
diſpelled. He had Iikeways been fo imprudent as to 


commit to priſon Sir Edwin Sandys, and Mr. Sel- 
den, without any known cauſe, beſides their activity 


and vigor, in diſcharging their duty as members of 
parliament. And above all, the tranſactions in Ger- 
many were ſufficient, when joined to the King's 
cautions, negotiations, and delays, to inflame that 
jealouſy of honor and religion, which prevailed 
thro'out the nation. This ſummer, the ban of the 


empire was publiſhed againſt the Elector Palatine ; 


and the execution of it was committed to the Duke 


of Bavaria. The upper Palatinate was, in a little 


time, conquered by that prince, and meaſures were 
taking in the empire for beſtowing on him the elec- 
toral dignity, of which the Palatine was deſpoiled. 


Frederic now lived with his numerous family, in 
great poverty and diſtreſs, either in Holland, or at 


Sedan with his uncle the Duke of Botiillon. And 
thro'out all the new conquets, in both the Palati- 
nates as well as in Bohemia, Auſtria, Luſatia; the 
progreſs of the Auſt ian arms was marked with ri- 
gors and ſeverities, exerciſed aunt the proſeſſors 
of the reformed religion. 
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THe pious zeal of the commons immediately 14th of 


moved them, upon their aſſembling, to take al 
theſe tranſactions into conſideration. They framed 
a remonſtrance, which they intended tœ carry to the 
King. They repreſeated, that the enormous growth 
of the Auſtrian power threatened the liberties of all 
Europe ; that the progreſs of the catholic religion in 
England bred the moſt melancholy apprehenſions, 
leſt it ſhould again acquire an aſcendant in the king- 
dom; that the indulgence of his Majeſty towards 
the profeſſors of that religion had encouraged their 
inſolence and temerity; that the uncontroled con- 

V G. . K cueits, 
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raiſed mighty expectations in the Engliſh papiſts; 
but above all, that the proſpect of the Spaniſh match 
elevated them fo far as to hope for an intire tolera- 
tion, if not a final re-eſtabliſhment of their religion, 
The commons, therefore, entreated his Majeſty, 
that, he would immediately undertake the defence of 
the Palatine, and maintain it by force of arms ; that 
he would turn the point of his ſword againft Spain, 
whoſe armies and treaſures were the chief ſupport of 
the catholic intereſt in Europe; that he would en- 
ter into no negotiation for the marriage of his ſon 
but with a proteſtant princeſs; that the children of 
popiſh recuſants ſnould be taken from their parents, 
and committed to the care of proteſtant teachers and 
ſchoolmaſters; and that the fines and confiſcations, 

to which the catholics were by law liable, ſhould be 
levied with the utmoſt ſeverity. 

By this bold ſtep, unprecedented in England for 
many years, and unheard of in peaceable times, the 
commons attacked at once all the King's favorite 
maxims of government ; his cautious and pacific 
meaſures, his lenity towards the Romiſh religion, and 
his attachment to the Spaniſh alliance, from which 
he promiſed himſelf ſuch mighty advantages. But 
wh . molt diſguſted him was, their ſeeming inva- 
ſion of his prerogative, and their pretending, under 
color of advice, to direct his conduct in ſuch tranſ- 
actions, as had ever been acknowleged to belong 
ſolely to the management and direction of the mo- 
narch. He was, at that time, abſent at Newmar- 
ket; but ſo ſoon as he heard of the intended re- 
monſtrance of the commons, he wrote a letter to 
the ſpeaker, where he ſharply reproved the houſe 
for debating openly of matters far above their reach 
and capacity, and he ſtrictly forbad them to med- 
dle with any thing, that regarded his government 


or deep matters of ſtate, and eſpecially not to toudh 


his ſon's marriage with the daughter of Spain, nor 
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„ ctoattack the honor of that King or of any other his ene IV. 


3 friends and confederates. In order the more to ter- 
h rify them, he mentioned the impriſonment of Sir 
ad Edwin Sandys ; and tho' he denied, that the con- 
n. finement of that member had been owing to any 


Js offence committed in the houſe, he yet plainly told 
of them, that he thought himſelf fully intitled to pu- 
* niſh every miſdemeanor in parliament, as well dur- 
ing its ſitting as after its diſſolution; and that he in- 
tended thenceforward to chaſtize any man, whoſe 
inſolent behavior there ſhould miniſter occaſion of 
| offence. 5 
Tals violent letter, in which the King may be 
thought not to have acted altogether on the defen- 
ſive, had the effect, which might naturally have 
been expected from it: The commons were en- 
flamed, not terrified. Conſcious of their own popu- 
larity, and of the bent of the nation towards a war 
with the catholics abroad, and the perſecution of 
| popery at home, they little dreaded the menaces 
of a prince, who was unſupported by military force, 
and whoſe gentle temper would, of itſelf, ſo ſoon 
| diſarm his ſeverity. In a new remonſtrance, there- 
fore, they ſtill inſiſted on their former remonſtrance 
and advice; and they maintained, tho' in reſpect- 
ful terms, that they were intitled to interpoſe with 
their council in all matters of government; that it 
was their antient and undoubted right, and an in- 
heritance tranſmitted to them from their anceſtors, 
to poſſeſs intire freedom of ſpeech in their debates 
of public buſineſs; and that, if any member abuſed 
this liberty, it belonged to the houſe alone, who 
ere witneſſes of his offence, to inflict a proper cen- 
ure upon him. 

So vigorous an anſwer was no way calculated to 
Eppeale the King. Tis ſaid, when the approach 
ff the committee, who Were to preſent it, was no- 
tied to him, he ordered twelve chairs to be brought: 
For that there were ſo many kings a coming. His 
. 2 anſwer 
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7 Chap. IV. anſwer was prompt and ſharp. He told the houſe, 
N that their remonſtrance was more like A Uennnciadon | 


of war than an addreſs of dutiful ſubjects; that their 
pretenſion to inquire into all ftate-affairs, without 


exception, was ſuch a plenipotence as none of their 


anceſtors, even during the reign of the weakeſt 
princes, had ever pretended to; that public tranl- 
actions depended on a complication of views and in- 
telligence, with which they were intirely unac- 
quainted; that they could not better ſhow their 
wiſdom, as well as duty, than by keeping within 
their proper ſphere *.; and that in any buſineſs, 
which depended on his prerogative, they had no ti- 
tle to interpoſe with their advice, except when he 
was pleaſed to deſire it. And he concluded with 
theſe memorable words; And tho” we cannot allow 
of your tile, in mentioning your antient and undoubted 
1ight and inheritance, out would rather have wiſhed, 
that ye had ſa:d, that your privileges were derived from 
the grace and permiſſion of gur anceſtors and us (for 
moſt of them grew from precedents, which ſhows rather 
a toleration than inheritance); yet we are pleaſed 11 
give you our royal aſſurance, that as long as you con 


tain yourſelves within the limits of your duty, wwe wil | 


be as careful to maintain and preſerve your lawful I: 

berties and privileges as ever any of aur predeceſſors 

were, nay, as to preſerve our own royal prerogative. 
Tris open pretenſion of the King delervedly 


gave great alarm to the houſe of commons. The 


ſaw their title to every privilege, if not plainly de 
nied, yet conſidered, at leaſt, as very precarious, 
It might be forfeited by abuie, and they had alres 


18th of dy abuſed it, They thought proper, therefore, im- 
5 Decemb. mediately to oppoſe pretenſion to pretenſion. The 


framed a proteſtation, where they repeated all thei 


commons. former claims for freedom of ſpeech, and an un 
bounded authority to interpoſe with their advice ant 
counci 


\ 
® Ne ſutor ultra crepidum. 
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* council. Andyhey aſſerted, That the liberties, fran- up. IV. 
$A chiſes, privileges\and juriſdictions of parliament are ie . 
eir antient and undoubted birthright and inheritance of the 
out ſubjefts of England *. „ 
f - Tas King, informed of theſe increaſing heats 
and jealouſies in the houſe, hurried to town. He 
ſent immediately for the journal-book of the com- 
mons ; and, with his own hand, before the coun. 
cil, he tore out this proteſtation ; and ordered his 
reaſons to be inſerted in the council-book. He was 
doubly diſpleaſed, he ſaid, with the proteſtation of 
the lower houſe ; on account of the manner of fram- 
ing it, as well as of the matter, which it contained. 
It was tumultuouſly voted, at a late hour, and in a 
thin houſe; and it was expreſſed in ſuch general and 


5 * 
* This proteſtation is ſo remarkable, that it may not be im- 
proper to give it in its own words. The commons now aſ- 
| © ſembled in parliament, being juſtly occaſioned thereunto, 
« concerning ſundry liberties, franchiſes and privileges of par- 
« liament, amongſt others here mentioned, do make this pro- 
« reſtation following; That the liberties, franchiſes and ju- 
s riſdictions of parliament are the antient and undoubted birth- 
« right and inheritance of the ſubjects of England; and that 
« the urgent and arduous affairs concerning the king, ſtate, and 
defence of the realm and of the church of England, and the 
* maintainance and making of laws and redreſs of miſchiefs 
« and grievances, which daily happen within this realm, are 
« proper ſubjeQs and matter of council and debate in parlia- 
e ment, and that in the handling and proceeding of thoſe bu- 
e ſineſſes, every member of the houſe of parliament hath, and, 
of right, ought to have, freedom of ſpeech to propound, 
treat, reaſon, and bring to concluſion the ſame; and that 
the commons in parliament have like liberty and freedom to 
treat of theſe matters, in ſuch order as in their judgments 
« ſhall ſeem fitteſt, and that every member of the ſaid houſe 
hath like freedom from all impeachment, impriſonment and 
% moleſtation (other than by cenſure of the houſe itſelf) for, 
or concerning any ſpeaking, reaſoning or declaring of any 
matter or matters touching the parliament or parliament- 
an un © buſineſs. And that if any of the {aid members bz complain- 
: | ed of and queſtioned for any thing done or faid in parlia- 
JEET ment, the fame is to be ſhown to the king by the advice and 
zouncll < aſſent of all the commons aſſembled in pacliament, before the 
7 — * king give credence to any private information.” 
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Chap. IV. ambiguous terms, as might ſerve for a foundation 


to the moſt enormous claims, and to the moſt un- 
warrantable uſurpations upon his prerogative. 

T meeting of the houſe might have proved 
dangerous after ſo violent a breach. It was no lon- 
ger poſſible, while men were in ſuch a temper, to 
finiſh any buſineſs. The King, therefore, pro- 
rogued the parliament, and ſoon after diſſolved it by 
proclamation ; where he alſo made an apology to 
the public for his whole conduct. The leading 
members of the houſe, Sir Edward Coke and Sir 
Robert Philips, were committed to the tower : Sel- 
den, Pym, and Mallory to other priſons. As a 
lighter puniſhment, Sir Dudley Diggs, Sir Thomas 
Crew, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir James Perrot, joined 


in commiſſion with others, were ſent into Ireland, 


to execute ſome buſineſs. The King, at that time, 
enjoyed, at leaſt exerciſed, the prerogative of em- 
ploying any man, even without his . in any 
branch of public ſervice. 

Six John Saville, a powerful man in the houſe of 


commons, and a zealous opponent of the court, 


was made comptroller of the houſehold, a privy 
counſellor, and ſoon after, a baron. This event is 
memorable; as being the firſt inſtance, perhaps, in 
the whole hiſtory of England, of any king's advanc- 


ing a man, on account of parliamentary intereſt, and 


of oppoſition to his meaſures. However irregular 
this practice, it will be regarded by political rea- 
Jloners, as one of the moſt early and moſt infallible 
ſymptoms of a regular, eſtabliſhed liberty. 

Tur King having thus, with ſo raſh and indiſ- 
creet a hand, torn off that ſacred veil, which hi- 
therto covered the Engliſh conſtitution, "and which 
threw an obſcurity upon it, ſo advantageous to royal 
prerogative ; every man began to indulge himſelf 
in political reaſonings and inquiries ; and the ſame 
factions, which commeneed in parliament, were 
— thro out the nation. In vain, did James, 
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by re- iterated proclamations, forbid the diſcourſing Chap. IV. 


of ſtate- affairs. Such proclamations, if they had 
any effect, ſerved rather to inflame the curioſity of 
the public. And in every circle or ſociety, the late 
tranſactions became the ſubject of argument and 
debate. | | 

ALL hiſtory, ſaid the partizans of the court, as 
well as the hiſtory of England, juſtify the King's 


_ poſition with regard to the origin of popular privi- 


leges ; and every reaſonable man muſt allow, that, 
as monarchy 1s the moſt ſimple form of govern- 


ment, it muſt firſt have occurred to rude and unin- 


ſtructed mankind. The other complicated and ar- 
tificial additions were the ſucceſſive invention of ſo- 
vereigns, and legiſlators; or, if they were obtruded 
on the prince by ſeditious ſubjects, their origin muſt 
appear, on that account, ſtill more precarious and 
unfavorable, In England, the authority of the King, 


. E s 
in all the forms of government and in the ſtyle of 


A 


every law, appears totally abſolute and ſovereign ; 
nor does the re ſpirit of the conſtitution, as it has 
itſelf in practice, fall much ſhort of 
theſe appearances. The parliament is created by 
his gredth ; by his BZ@&@th it is diſſolved. is his 
will alone, tho' at the deſire of both houſes, which 
gives authority to laws. To all foreign nations, the 
majeſty of the monarch ſeems to merit Hf atten- 


tion and regard. And no ſubject, who has expoſed 


72 


himſelf to royal indignation, caff f e to live 


with ſafety in the kingdom ; nor can he even leave 


it, according to law, without the conſent of his maſ- 
ter. If a magiſtrate, invironed with ſuch power and 
ſplendor, ſhould conſider his authority as ſacred, 
and regard himſelf as the anointed of heaven, *his 
pretenſions may bear a very favorable conſtruction. 
Or, allowing them to be merely pious frauds, we 
need not be ſurprized, that the ſame ſtratagem, 
which was practiſed by Minos, Numa, and the moſt 
celebrated legiſlators of antiquity, . ſhould now, m 


K 4 theſe 
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Chap. N. theſe reſtleſs and inquiſitive times, be employed by 
1621. the King of England. Subjects are not raiſed above 


that quality, tho' aſſembled in parliament. The 
ſame humble reſpect and deference is ſtill due to 
their prince. Tho' he indulges them in the privi- 


lege of laying before him their domeſtic grievances, 


with which they are ſuppoſed to be beſt acquainted, 
this warrants = hes bold intruſi inte gech pro- 
vince of government. And, to & & judicious ex- 
aminer? it muſt appear, „That the lines of duty 
« are as much tranſgreſſed by a more independent 
and leſs reſpectful exerciſe of acknowleged pow- 


ers, as by the uſurpation of ſuch as are new and 


« unuſual.” | 
Tue lovers of liberty, thro'out the nation, rea- 
ſoned after a very different manner. is in vain, 
faid they, that the King traces up the Engliſh go- 
vernment to its firſt origin, in order to repreſent the 
privileges of parliament as, dependent and preca- 
rious : F preſcription and practice of ſo many ages, 
muſt, long 'ere this time, have given a ſanction 
to theſe aſſemblies, even tho' they had been derived 
from H more dignified ar origin, than that which 
he afligns them. If the written records of the Eng- 
liſh nation, as aſſerted, repreſent parliaments to have 
ariſen from the conſent of monarchs ; the principles 
of human nature, when we trace government a ſtep 
higher, muſt ſhow us, that monarchs themſelves 
owe all their authority to the voluntary ſubmiſlion 
of the people. But, in fact, no age can be ſhown, 
when the Engliſh government was altogether an un- 
mixed monarchy : And if the privileges of the na- 
tion have, at any particular period, been overpow- 
ered by violent irruptions of foreign force or domeſ- 
tic uſurpation; the generous ſpirit of the people has 
ever ſeized the firſt opportunity of re-eſtabliſhing Þ 
the antient government and conſtitution. Tho', in 
the ſtyle of the laws, and in the uſual form of ad- 
miniſtration, the royal authority may be repreſented |: 
| 64 1 * 


; 46 N 


. IR M E S 1 


exerciſe of ſovereign and legiſlative power, muſt ſtill 
be regarded as equally divine and inviolable. Or, 


if any ee be made in this reſpect, the prefe- 


rence is due to thoſe national councils, by 
5 55 4170 * . . 

whole interpoſal the exorbitancies of tyrannical 
power are reſtrdiHed, and that ſacred liberty is pre- 
ſerved, which heroic ſpirits, in all ages, have deem- 
ed more precious than life itſelf, Nor is it ſufficient 
to ſay, that the mild and equitable adminiſtration of 
James affords adlfoccaſion gr. no occaſion of com- 

« Ge. ( . : 
plaint. However moderate the exerciſe of his pre- 
. Lat 2 — 

rogative, however exact His obſervance of the laws 
and conſtitution ; „ If he founds his authority on 
and dangerous 2 £41s requiſite 


N . . 2 
« to watch him with at care, and to oppoſe 


« him with Equal | vigor, as if he had indulged him- 


& ſelf in all the exceſſes of cruelty and tyranny.” 
- Am1DsT àl theſe diſputes, the wiſe and moderate 


in N nation endeavored to preſerve, as much as 
b 


poſſible, an equitable neutrality bet wick the oppoſite 
parties; and the more they reflected on the courſe 
of public affairs, the greater difficulty they found 
fixing juſt ſentiments with regard to them. On the 
one hand, they regarded the very riſe of | 
parties as a happy prognoſtic of the eſtabliſhment of 
liberty; nor could they ever expect to enjoy, in a 
mixed government, ſo invaluable a bleſſing, with- 
out ſuffering that inconvenience, which, in ſuch go- 


vernments, has ever attended it. But, when they 


conſidered, on the other hand, the neceſſary aims 
and purſuits of both parties, they were ſtruck with 
ber egg of the conſequences, and could diſ- 


Eg. . Rena. 
COV 
over HG plan of peaceable accommodation betwi> 


them. From long practice, the crown was now 
poſſeſſed of fo exorbitant a prerogative, that it was 
not ſufficient for liberty tp remain on the defenſive, 
or endeavor to ſecure the, little 5 Which was 


| — 
if 20 * 
left her: It was beconeAdqutlire to carry on an of- 
| | A tenſive, 
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Dore. 


. | _ IV. fenſive war, and to circumſcribe, within narrower, 
5 1021 


as well as more exact bounds, the authority of the 
ſovereign. Upon ſuch provocation, it could not 
but happen, that the prince, however juſt and mo- 
derate, would endeavor to repreſs his opponents; 
and, as he ſtood upon the very brink of arbitrary 
power, it was to be feared, that he would, haſtily 
| and unknowingly, paſs thoſe limits, which were not 
' preciſely marked by the conſtitution. The turbu- 
lent government of England, ever fluctuating be- 
TE * » . 
tw privilege and prerogative, would afford a va- 
riety of precedents, which might be pleaded on both 


: ſides. In ſuch delicate queſtions, the people muſt 


be divided: The arms of the ſtate were till in their 
hands : A civil war muſt enſue; a civil war, where 
no party or both parties would juſtly bear the blame, 
and where the good and virtuous would ſcarce know 
what vows to form, were it not that liberty, ſo re- 
PNece . , 
Melo the perfection of human ſociety, would be 


ſufficient to byaſs their affections towards the ſide of 
its defenders. 5 


CHAT © 


Negotiations with regard to the marriage and the Pala- 
tinate.— Character of Buckingham. — Prince's journey 
to Spain. — Marriage*treaty broken -— 4 parliament. 
—Return of Briftol. —Rupture with Spain. —Trea- 
ty with France. Mansfeldi's expedition. Death of 
the King. —His character. 


. O wreſt the Palatinate from the hands of the 
Negotia- Emperor and the Duke of Bavaria muſt al- 
tions with ways have been regarded as a very difficult taſk for 
regard to the power of England, conducted by ue An un- 


the mar- TT | ' 

d ma Warhke prince as James: It was plainly impoſſible, 
Pala while the breach ACS betwßet him and the 
tinate. commons. The King's negotiations, therefore, had 

they been managed with fiever fo great dexterity, 
| miiiſt 
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RY 
25 
27 
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95 
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muſt now carry leſs weight with them; and it was Chap. V. 
eaſy to elude all his applications. When Lord Dig- 1 
by, his ambaſſador to the E 3 deſired a 


ceſſation of hoſtilities, he was to the Duke 
of Bavaria, who commanded the Auſtrian armies. 
The Duke of Bavaria told him, that it was entirely 


| ſuperfluous to form any treaty for that purpoſe. 
 Hoſtilities are already ceaſed, ſaid he; and I doubt not 


but I fhall be able to prevent their revival, by keeping 
firm poſſeſſion of the Palatinate, till a final agreement 


hall be concluded betwixt the contending parties. Not- 


withſtanding this inſult, James endeavored to re- 
ſume with the Emperor a treaty of accommodation; 
and he opened the negotiations at Bruſſels, under 
the mediation of the Archduke Albert, and, after 
his death, which happened about this time, under 


EF that of the Infanta: When the conferences were 
entered upon, it was found, that the powers of theſe - 


princes to determine in the controverſy were not ſuf- 
ficient nor ſatisfactory. Schwartzenbourg, the im- 


perial miniſter, was expected at London; and it 
was hoped, that he would bring more ample autho- 
rity : His commiſſion referred entirely to the nego- 


tiation at Bruſſels. It was not difficult for the King 


to perceive, that his applications were purpoſely e- 


luded by the Emperor; but as he had no choice of 
any other expedient, and it ſeemed the intereſt of 
his ſon-in-law to keep alive his pretenſions, he was 
ſtill contented to follow Ferdinand thro' all his ſhifts 
and evaſions. Nor was he entirely diſcouraged, even 
when the imperial diet at Ratiſbon, by the influence, 
or rather authority of the Emperor, tho' contrary 
to the proteſtation of Saxony and all the reformed, 
had transferred the electoral dignity from the Pala- 
tine to the Duke of Bavaria, 

Mean while, the efforts made by Frederic for 
the recovery of his dominions were vigorous. Three 
armies were levied in Germany by his — 

under 
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wick, the Prince of Baden-Dourlach, and Count 
Mansfeldt. The two former generals were defeat- 
ed by Count Tilly and the imperialiſts : The third, 
tho' much inferior in force to his enemies, ſtill main- 
tained the war; 'but with no great ſupplies of mo- 
ney either from the Palatine or the King of Eng- 


land. *T was chiefly by pillage and free quarters in 


the Palatinate, that he ſubſiſted his army. As the 
Auſtrians were regularly paid, they were kept in. 
more exact diſcipline; and James became juſtly ap- 
prehenſive, leſt ſo unequal a conteſt, beſide the ſpoil 
of the Palatine's patrimonial dominions, would 


end in the total alienation of the people from 


their antient ſovereign, by whom they were plun- 
dered, and an attachment to their new maſters, by 
whom they were protected. He therefore per- 
ſuaded his ſon-in-law totally to diſarm, under co- 
Jour of duty and ſubmiſſion to the Emperor: 
And accordingly, Mansfeldt was diſmiſſed from 
the Palatine's ſervice; and that famous general 
withdrew his army into the low countries, and 
there received a mee, from the ſtates of the 
united provinces. 

To ſhew how little account was made of James's 


negotiations abroad, there is a pleaſantry which is 


mentioned by all hiſtorians, and which, for that 
reaſon, ſhall have place here. In a farce, acted at 
Bruſſels, a courier was introduced, carrying the 
doleful news, that the Palatinate Would ſoon be 
wreſted from the houſe of Auſtria; ſo powerful were 
the ſuccours, which, from all quarters, were ha- 
ſtening to the relief of the deſpoiled Elector: The 
King of Denmark had agreed to contribute to his 
aſſiſtance a hundred thouſand pickled herrings, the 
Dutch a hundred thouſand butter-boxes, and the 
King of England a hundred thouſand ambaſſadors. 
On other occaſions, he was painted with a ſcab- 


bard, 


AMES. CT 


bard, but without a ſword : or with a ſword, which Ctraps v. 
no body could draw, tho' ſeveral were pulling at it. 1622. 

Ir was not from negotiations with the Emperor 
or the Duke of Bavaria, that James expected any 
ſucceſs in his project for reſtoring the Palatine: 
His eyes were entirely turned towards Spain; and 

if he could effectuate his ſon's marriage with the 
Infanta, he doubted not, after ſo intimate a con- 
„junction, but that this other point could eaſily be 
obtained. The negotiations of that court being 
naturally flow and dilatory, it was not eaſy for a 
prince of ſo little penetration in buſineſs, to diſtin- 
guiſh whether the difficulties, which occurred, were 
real or affected; and he was ſurprized, after nego- 
tiating five years on fo ſimple a demand, that he 
was not more advanced than at the beginning. 
The diſpenſation of Rome was requiſite for the 
marriage of the Infanta with a proteſtant prince; 
and the King of Spain having undertaken to pro- 
cure that da{penſation, he had thereby acquired the 
means of retarding at pleaſure, or of forwarding 
the marriage. and at the ſame time of cohcealing 
entirely his artifices from the court of England. 

In order to remove all obſtacles, James difpatch- 
ed Digby, ſoon afterwards created Earl of Briſtol, 
as his ambaſſador to Philip IV. who had lately ſuc- 
ceeded his father in the crown of Spain. He em- 
ployed Gage as 'his agent at Rome; and finding 
that the difference of religion was the principal, if 
not ſole difficulty which retarded the marriage, he 
reſolved to ſoften that objection as much as poſſi- 
ble. He iſſued public orders for diſcharging all 
popiſn recuſants, who were impriſoned; and it was 
daily expected, that he ſhould forbid, for the fu- 
ture, the execution of the penal laws enacted a- 
gainſt them. For this ſtep, ſo oppoſite to the rigid 
bigotry of his ſubjects, he took care to apologize; 

and he even endeavoured to aſcribe it to his great 
zeal for the reformed religion. He had been mak- 


ing 
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Cp. v. ing applications, he ſaid, to all foreign princes for 
162. ſome indulgence to the diſtreſſed proteſtants; and 


he was ſtill anſwered by objections derived from 
the ſeverity of the Engliſh laws againſt catholics, 
And indeed, if the extremity of religious zeal was 
ever to abate among the chriſtian ſets, it might 


probably occur to him, that one of them muſt be- 


gin; and nothing would be more honorable for 
England, than to have been the firſt who led the 
way in ſo wiſe and moderate a practice. | 
Nor only the religious puritans murmured at 
this tolerating meaſure of the King : The lovers of 


civil liberty were alarmed at fo large an exerciſe of 


his prerogative. But among other dangerous ar- 
ticles of authority, the kings of England were, at 
that time, poſſeſſed of the diſpenſing power; at 
leaſt, were in the conſtant practice of exerciſing it. 
Beſides, tho' the royal prerogative in civil matters 


| was then exorbitant, the princes, during ſome late 


reigns, had been accuſtomed to aſſume ſtill a high- 
er in eccleſiaſtical. And the King failed not to re- 
preſent the toleration of catholics as a meaſure en- 


tirely of that nature. 


By James's conceſſions in favor of the catholics, 
he obtained his end. The ſame religious motives, 
which had hitherto rendered the court of Spain 
inſincere in all the ſteps taken towards the mar- 
riage, were now the chief cauſe of promoting it. 
By its means, it was there hoped, the Engliſh ca- 
tholics would, for the future, enjoy eaſe and indul- 
gence ; and the Infanta would be the happy inſtru- 
ment of procuring to the church ſome tranquillity, 


after the many ſevere perſecutions which it had hi- 
therto undergone. The Earl of Briſtol, a mini- 


ſter of vigilance and, penetration, and who had 
formerly oppoſed all alliance with catholics, was 
now fully convinced of the ſincerity of Spain; and 
he was ready to congratulate the King on the en- 
tire completion of all his views and projects. A 

daughter 


r % A i n al 
i of Spain, whom he repreſents as extreme- Chap. % 


- ly accompliſhed, would ſoon, he ſaid, ar. ive in En- 1648: 
m gland, and bring with her an immenſe fortune of 
8. two millions, a ſum four times greater than Spain 
a8 had ever before given with any princeſs. But what 
nt was of more importance to the King's honor and 
e- happineſs; Briſtol conſidered this match as an in- 
or fallible prognoſtic of the Palatine's reſtoration; 
ne nor would Philip, he thought, ever have beſtowed 
| his ſiſter and fo large a fortune, under the proſpect 
at of entring, next day, into a war with England. 
of So exact was his intelligence, that the moſt ſecret 
of councils of the Spaniards, he boaſts, had never eſ- 
ir- caped him; and he found that they had, all along, 
at conſidered the marriage of the Infanta and the re- 
at ſtitution of the Palatinate as meaſures cloſely con- 
. nected, or altogether inſeparable. However little 
rs calculated James's character, however improper 
te the meaſures which he had purſued, to extort ſo vaſt 
"IP a conceſſion; the ambaſſador could not withſtand 
5 the plain evidence of facts, by which Philip now 
n- demonſtrated his ſincerity. Perhaps too, like a 
| wiſe man, he conſidered, that reaſons of ſtate, 
8, which are ſuppoſed ſolely to influence the councils 
5, of monarchs, are not always the motives which 
in there predominate ; that the milder views of grati- 
_ tude, honor, friendſhip, generoſity, are frequently 
it. able, among princes as well as private perſons, to 
WH counterbalance theſe ſelfiſh conſiderations ; that the 
als juſtice and moderation of James had been fo con- 
u- ſpicuous in all theſe tranſactions, his reliance on 
ty, Spain, his confidence in her friendſhip, that he had, 
KY at laſt, obtained the cordial alliance of that nation, 
15. ſo celebrated for honor and fidelity. Or if politics 
ad muſt 
i. It appears by Buckingham” s narrative, that theſe two mils 
lions were of pieces of eight, and made 600,000 pounds ſterl- 
-N- ing: A very great ſum, and almoſt equal to all the ſums which 
A the parliament, during the whole courſe of this reign, had hi- 


ter therto beſtowed on the King. 
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: rnuſt ſtill be ſuppoſed the ruling motive of FRY 


lic meaſures; the maritime power of England was 


ſo great, the Spaniſh dominions ſo divided, as 
might well-induce the council of Philip to think, 


that a ſincere friendſhip with the maſters of the ſea 
could not be purchaſed by too many conceſſions. 


And as James, during ſo many years, . had been 
allured and ſeduced by hopes and proteſtations, 
his people enraged by delays and diſappointments; 
it would probably occur, that there was now no 


medium left betwixt the moſt inveterate hatred and 


the moſt intimate alliance betwixt the nations. Not 
to mention, that, as a new ſpirit began about this 
time to animate the councils of France, the friend- 
ſhip of England became every day more requiſite 
for the greatneſs and ſecurity of the Spaniſh mo- 


narchy. 


ALL meaſures 8 therefore agreed betwixt 


the parties, nought was wanting but the diſpenſa- 


1623. 


tion from Rome, which might be conſidered as a 
mere formality. The King warranted by ſucceſs, 
now exulted in his pacific councils, and boaſted of 
his ſuperior views and penetration; when all theſe 
flattering proſpects were blaſted by the temerity of 


a man, whom he had fondly exalted from an ob- 


ſcure condition to be the bane of himſelf, of his 
family, and of his people. | 

Eves ſince the fall of Somerſet, m 
had governed, with an uncontroled ſway, both the 


Character court and nation; and could James's eyes have 


of Buck- 


ingham. 


been opened, he had now full opportunity of ob- 
ſerving how unfit his favorite was for the high ſta- 
tion to which he had raiſed him. Some accom- 
pliſnments of a courtier he was poſſeſſed of: Of 
every talent of a miniſter he was utterly devoid. 
Headlong in his paſſions, and incapable equally of 
prudence and of diſſimulation: Sincere from vio- 
lence rather than from candor; expenſive from pro- 
fuſion more than from generoſity : A warm friend, 
a furious 
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.cernment in either: With theſe: —— he had 1623. Dy 
early and quickly mounted to the higheſt rank; 5 1 
and partooł at once of the inſolence which attends 

a fortune newly acquired, and the impetuoſity 

which belongs to perſons born in high ſtations, and 
unacquainted with oppoſition. - i 

Ao thoſe, who had experienced the arro- 

ance. of this overgrown favorite, the Prince of 

ales himſelf had not been entirely ſpared ; and 

4 great coldneſs, if not enmity, had, for that rea- 

ſon, taken place betwixt them. Buckingham, de- 

ſirous of an opportunity, which might connect him 

with the Prince and overcome his averſion, and at « 
the ſame time envious of the great credit acquire 3 
by Briſtol in the Spaniſh negotiation, bethought | - 1 
himſelf of an expedient, by which he might, at = 
once, gratify both theſe inclinations. He repre- = 
ſented to Charles, That perſons of his exalted ſta- R_ 
tion were peculiarly unfortunate in their marriage, 1 
the chief circumſtance in life; and commonly re- 1 
ceived into their arms a bride, unknown to them, 

to whom they were unknown ; not endeared by | 
ſympathy, not obliged by ſervices; wooed by trea- * 
ties alone, by negotiations, by political intereſts: 

That however accompliſhed the Spaniſh Princeſs, 

ſhe muſt ſtill. conſider herſelf as a melancholy vic- 

tim of ſtate, and could not but think with averſion 

of that day when ſhe was to enter the bed of a | 
ſtranger ; and paſſing into a foreign country and a 

new family, bid adieu for ever to her father's houſe 

and to her native land: That it was in the Prince's 9 
power to ſoften all thefe rigors, and lay ſuch an 
obligation on her, as would atrach'r KP indif- 

terent temper, as would warm the coldeſt affecti- 

ons: That his journey to Madrid would be an un- 

expected gallantry, which would equal all the fic- 9 
tions of Spaniſh romance, and ſuiting the amorous +, 
and l * of that nation, muſt im- | 1 
Vor. I mediately 4 
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Chap. v. mediately introduce him to the Infanta under the 

1623. agreeable character of a devoted lover and daring 
adventurer : That the negotiations with regard to 
the Palatinate, which had hitherto languiſhed in 
the hands of miniſters, would quickly be terminat- 
ed by fo illuſtrious an agent, ſeconded by the me- 
diation and. intreaties of the grateful Princeſs: 
That the Spaniſh generoſity, moved by that un- 
exampled truſt and confidence, would make con- 
ceſſions beyond what conld be expected from poli- 
"tical views and conſiderations: And that he would 
quickly return to the King with the glory of hav- 
ing re-eſtabliſhed the unhappy Palatine, by the 
ſame enterprize, which procured him the affections 
and the perſon of the Spaniſh Princeſs. 
Tus mind of the young Prince, replete with 
candor, was inflarged by thefe generous and ro- 
mantic ideas. He agreed to make application to 
the King for his approbation. They choſe the mo- 
ment of his kindeſt and moſt jovial humor; and 
more by the earneſtneſs which they expreſſed, than 
by the force of their reaſons, they obtained a haſty 
and unguarded aſſent to their undertaking. And 
having engaged his promiſe to keep their purpoſe 
ſecret, they left him, in order to make preparations 
for their Journey. 

No ſooner was the King alone, than his temper, 
more timorous than fanguine, ſuggeſted very diffe- 
rent views of the matter, and repreſented every dit. 
ficulty and danger which would occur. He reflected, 
that, however the world might pardon this ſally of 
youth in the Prince, they would never forgive him- 
ſelf, who, at his years, and after his experience, 
could entruſt his only ſon, the heir of his crown, 
the prop of his age, to the diſcretion of foreigners, 
without ſo much as providing the frail ſecurity cf a 
ſafe conduct in his favor: That, if the Spaniard was 
ſincere in his profeſfione, a few months maſt finiſt 
me treaty of W bring the Infanta into 

RE” | | England; 


| 
| 
[ 
£ 


rience, 
CLOWN, 
igners, 
y ef a 
ird was 
t finiſh 
ata into 


gland ; 


% 14 £0 
= 1 | : . N 
- "x 4 * ? * we, 9 1 8 5 x * 2 
. FRA MY Se T3 19 


hands: That, when poſſeſſed of fo invaluable a 


pledge, he might well riſe in his demands, and im- 
poſe harder conditions of treaty: And that the te- 
merity of this enterprize was ſo apparent, that the 
event, however proſperous, could never juſtify it; 


and if diſaſtrous, it would render him infamous to 


his people, and ridiculous to all poſterity. 2 
\ TorMENTED with theſe reflections, ſo ſoon as 
the Prince and Buckingham returned for their diſ- 


patches, he informed them of all the reaſons which 
had determined him to change his reſolution; and 
he begged them to deſiſt from ſo fooliſn an adven- 


ture. The Prince received the diſappoĩntment with 


ſorrowful ſubmiſſion and ſilent tears: Buckingham 


preſumed to ſpeak in an imperious tone, which he 
had ever experienced to be prevalent over his too 
eaſy maſter. He told him, that no body, for the fu- 


ture, would believe any thing he ſaid, when he re- 


tracted ſo ſoon the promiſe. ſo ſolemnly given; that 
he plainly diſcerned this change of reſolution to pro- 
ceed from another breach of his word, in commu- 
nicating the matter to ſome raſcal, who had furniſn- 


ed him with thoſe pitiful reaſons, which he had al- 


leged, and he doubted not but he ſhould hereafter 
know who his counſellor had been; and that-if he 
receded from what he had promiſed, it would be 
ſuch a diſobligation to the Prince, who had now ſet 
his heart upon the journey, after his Majeſty's ap- 


probation, that he could never forget it, nor forgive 


* 


any man who had been the cauſe of it. > 
Tus King, with great earneſtneſs, fortified by 
many oaths, made his apology, by denying, that 
he had communicated the matter to any man; and 
finding himſelf aſſailed, as well by the boiſtrous im- 
portunities of Buckingham; as by the warm en- 
treaties of his fon, whoſe applications had hitherto, 
on other occaſions, been always dutiful, never — 
0 ** neſt; 
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England; if he was not ſincere; the folly was . ſtill Cha 
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more egregious of committing the Prince into his 1623. 
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HISTORY or GREAT-BRITAIN, 


cg V. neſt; he had again the weakneſs to aſſent to their 


purpoſed j journey. It was agreed, that Sir Francis 
Cottington alone, the Prince's ſecretary, and Endy- 


mion Porter, gentleman of his bed-chamber, ſhould 


accompany them; and the former being at that 
time in t anti- chamber, he was immediately called 
in by the King's 6rder. - 

Jauss told Cottington, that he had always elem, 
an honeſt mar, and therefore he was now to truſt 


him in an affair of the higheſt importance, which 


he was not, upon his life, to diſcloſe to any man 


Whatever. Cottington, added he, here is baby 


* Charles and Stenny” (theſe ridiculgus appellations 
he uſually gave to the Prince and Buckingham) 
ho have a great mind to go poſt into Spain, 
& and fetch home the Infanta : They will have but 

« two more in their company, and have choſen 
vou for one. What think you of the journey?“ 
Sir Francis, who was a prudent man, and had re- 
ſided ſome years in Spain as the King's agent, was 
ſtruck with all the obvious objections to ſuch an en- 
terprize, and immediately diſcovered them. The 
King threw himſelf upon his bed, and eryed, I told 
you this before; and fell into new paſſion and lamen- 
tation, complaining that he was ante * ſhould 
loſe baby Charles. 

Tat Prince ſhowed by his! ee that he 
was extremely diſſatisfied with Cottington's diſ- 


courſe; but Buckingham broke out into an open 


paſſion againſt him. The King, he told him, aſked 
him only of the journey and of the manner of tra- 
velling ; particulars, of which he might be a com- 
petent judge, having made the way ſo often by poſt ; 

but that he, without being called to it, had the pre- 
ſumption to give his advice upon matters of ſtate 
and againſt his maſter,” which he ſhould repent fo 
long as he lived. A thouſand other reproaches he 


added, which put the poor King into a new agony on 


behalf of a. ſervant, — he foreſum, would * 
r 


+ 
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for e him honeſt ly. — * aud Chap, V 
with ſome commotion : Nay, by God, Stenny, you 1623. 

-. are much to blame for uſing bim ſo. He anſwered ne 
d directly to the queſtion which I aſked him, and very bo- 
i neſtly and wiſely ;, and yet, you knew, he ſaid no more, 
d than T told you before be was called in. However, af- 

5 ter all this paſſion on both ſides, James renewed his 
conſent; and all proper directions were given for 


the journey. Nor was he now at any loſs to diſcover, = 
that the whole intrigue was originally contrived - by = 
Buckingham, as well as purſued violently by. his 9 
ſpirit and impetuoſi t. 1 

Tusk circumſtances, which fo well charaRterize "0 


the perſons, ſeem to have been related by Cotting- 
ton to Lord Clarendon, from whom they are here 


tranſcribed ; and, tho minute, are not enn 4 

of a place in hiſtory. . - 
Tux Prince and Buckingham with their Wo '% 

attendants, and Sir Richard Graham, maſter of L 


horſe to Buckingham, paſſed diſguiſed and undiſco- 
vered thro France; and they even ventured into a 
court-ball at Paris, where Charles ſaw the Princeſs 
Henrietta, whom he afterwards eſpouſed, and who 
was, at that time, in the bloom of youth and beauty. 
In eleven days after their departure from London, 


- \ 2 
< «> Y — 3 * 
BY 1 
P 2 1 38 8 
2 . e es ET FI 
— - 12 Shy e n 2 * 
as "4 - - 4 * r — _ 
2 LT 
» IS 2 _ 2 nA 


they arrived at Madrid; and ſurprized» every body 3 ; I |; 
the W by a ſtep ſo little uſual among great princes. The ff 
diſ- Spaniſh monarch immediately viſited Charles, ex- = 
pen preſſed the utmoſt gratitude for the confidence re- "= 
ſked Þ poſed in him, and made warm proteſtations of a s 
tra- correſpondent confidence and friendſhip. By the 8 
:om-, moſt ſtudied civilities, he marked the reſpect, which 1 
poſt; W he bore his royal gueſt. He gave him a golden : 4 
pre- key, which opened all his apartments, that the "A 
ſtate Prince might, without any introduction, have ac- The J 
nt {0 | ceſs to him at all hours: He took the left hand of princes +30 
es he Þ him on every occaſion, except in the apartments journey to b 
ay on Þ aſſigned to Charles; for there, he aid, the Prince Spain. 1 
. Was at home: Charles was introduced into the 4 
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Chap. V. Jace with the ſame pomp and ceremony which at- 
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tend the kings of Spain'on their coronation : The 
council received public orders to obey him as the 
King himſelf : All the prifons of Spain were thrown 
open, and all the priſoners received their freedom, 
as if the event, the moſt honorable and moſt fortu- 
nate, had happened to the monarchy : And every. 
ſumptuary law with regard to apparrel, was ſuſpend- 
ed during his reſidence in Spain. The Infanta, 
however, was only ſhown to her lover in public; 
the Spaniſh" ideas of decency being ſo ſtrict, as not 
do allow of any more intercourſe, till the artival of 
the diſpenſation. 

Taz point of honor was carried fo far by that 
generous people, that no attempt was made on ac- 
count of the advantage, which they had acquired, 
of impoſing any harder conditions of treaty: Their 
pious bigotry only prompted them, on one occaſion, to 
deſire more conceſſions in the religious articles; but, 
on the oppoſition of Briſtol, accompanied with forme 
reproaches, they immediately deſiſted. The Pope, 
however, hearing of the Prince's arrival in Madrid, 


tacked ſome new clauſes to the diſpenſation; and it 
became requiſite to tranſmit, the articles to London, 
that the King might there ratify them. This treaty, 
- which was made public, conſiſted of ſeveral articles, 


chiefly regarding the exerciſe of the catholic reli. 
gion by the Infanta and her family. Nothing could 
reaſonably be found fault with, except one article, 


where the King promiſed, that the children ſhonld 
be educated by the Princeſs, till ten years of age. 


This condition could not be inſiſted on, but with a 


view of ſeaſoning their minds with catholic preju- 


dices; and tho” ſo tender an age ſeemed little 
ſuſceptible of theological tenets, 2 the ſame rea- 
ſon, which made the Pope inſert char article, ſhould 
have induced the King to reject it. | 
BesIDE the public treaty, there were ſeparate 
articles, privately ſworn to by the King ; where he 
promiſed 
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. to Galpend the penal laws enacted againſt Chap. V. 
catholics, to procure a repeal of them in partia- 1623. 


ment, and to grant a toleration for the exerciſe of 
the catholic religion in private houſes. Great mur- 
murs, we may believe, would have ariſen againſt 
theſe articles, had they been made known to the 


public; ſince we find it to have been imputed as an 


enormous crime to the Prince, that, having received, 
about this time, a very civil letter from the Pope, 
he was induced to return a very civil anſwer. 

Msan while Gregory XV. who granted the 


| diſpenſation, died; and Urban VII. was choſen 


in his place. Upon this event, the nuncio refuſed 
to deliver the diſpenſation, till it ſhould be renewed 
by Urban ; and that crafty. pontiff delayed the 


ſending a new diſpenſation, in hopes, that, during 


the: Prince's reſidence in Spain, ſome expedient 
might be fallen upon to operate his converſion. 
The King of England, as well as the Prince, be- 
came. impatient. e firſt hint, Charles ob- 
tained permiſſion to le and Philip graced his 
departure with all the circumſtances of elaborate 
emp and reſpect, which had attended his arri- 

He even erected a pillar, on the ſpot where 


— ſeparated, as a monument of mutual friend- 


ſhip; and the Prince, having ſworn to the obſer- 
vance of all the articles, entered . journey, 
and embarked on board the Engliſh fleet at St. 
Andero. 


Tus character of Charles, compoſed of decent 


c reſerve, modeſty, ſobriety ; virtues ſo ſuitable 


to the manners of the Spaniards; the unparalleled 
confidence which he had repoſed in their nation dy 


the romantic gallantry which he had practiſe 


towards their ,prfficeſs; all ' theſe circumſtances3 
joined to his youth and agreeable. figure, had en- 


deared him to the whole court of Madrid, and had 


impreſſed the moſt favorable ideas of him. But, 


B the ſame proportion, that the Prince was beloved 


Ly + """ mn 


2 HISTORY of GREAT:-BRITAIN. 

bap. V. and eſteemed, was Buckingham deſpiſed and hated: 
1623. His behavior, compoſed of Engliſh "familiarity and 
Freneh vivacity his ſallies of paſſion, his indecent 
freedoms with the Prince, his diſſolute pleaſures, 
his arrogant, impetuous temper, which he neither 
could, nor cared to diſguiſe; qualities like theſe, 
could, moſt of them, be eſteemed no where, but 
to the Spaniards were the objects of peculiar aver- 
ſion. They could not conceal their ſurprize, that 
ſuch a hair-brained youth could intrude into a ne- 

gotiation, now conducted to a period, by fo accom- 
liſhed a miniſter as Briſtol, ' and could aſſume to 
himſelf all the merit of it. They lamented the 
Infanta's fate, who muſt be approached by a man, 
whoſe temerity ' ſeemed to reſpect no laws, divine 
or human. And when they obſerved, that he had 
the imprudence to inſult the Condẽ Duke of Oli- 
varez, their prime miniſter; every one, who was 
ambitious of paying court to the Spaniſh, became 
defirous of ene a WR: for the Sent 

favorite. 

Tux Duke ef Packingharh told Olivarez, that 
his own attachment to the Spaniſh / nation and to 
the King of Spain was extreme; that he would 
contribute to every meaſure, which would cement 
the friendſhip betwixt England and them; and 
that his peculiar ambition would be to facilitate the 
Prince's marriage with the Infanta. But, he add- 
ed, with a ſincerity, equally inſolent and indiſcreet, 
With regard to you, Sir, in particular, you muſt not 
confider me as your friend, but muſt ever expett from me 
_ all poſſible enmity iy and oppoſition. The Conde Duke 
replied, with a becoming dignity, that he very 

willingly accepted of what was proferred him: 

And on theſe terms the favorites parted. | 
 BucxinGHAM, ſenſible how odious he was be- 
come to the Spaniards, and dreading the influence, 
which that nation would naturally acquire after 
the : arrival of the ET n to employ all 
his 
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1 in order to prevent the 
what arguments he could engage the Prince to offer = 
ſuch an inſult to the Spaniſh nation, from whom 
he had met with ſuch generous treatment; by what 
colors he could diſguiſe the ingratitnde, perfid ß, 
and imprudence of ſuch a meaſure; theſe are t 
tally unknown to us. It only appears, that hisini» 
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petuous and domineering character had acquired; 


what it ever after maintained, a total aſcendant 
over the gentle and modeſt temper of Charles; 


and, when the Prince left Madrid, he was firmly 


determined, notwithſtanding all his profeſſions, ” 


break off the treaty with Spain. 

Ir is not likely, that Buckingham prevailed 
eaſily with James to abandon a project, which, 
during ſo many years, had been the object of all his 
wiſhes, and which he had now unexpectedly con- 
ducted to a happy period. A rupture with Spain, 
the loſs of two millions, were proſpects little agrge- 
able to this: pacific and indigent monarch : But, 
finding his only ſon bent againſt a match, which had 
always been oppoſed by his people and his parlia- 


ment, he ſuccumbed under difficulties, which he 


had not courage nor ſtrength of mind- ſufficient to 
reſiſt, The Prince, therefore, and Buckingham, 


on their arrival at London, aſſumed intirely the 


direction of the negotiation ; and it was their buſi- 
neſs to ſeek for pretexts, by which they could give 
A color to their intended violation of treaty. 

'Tro' the reſtitution of the Palatinate had ever 
been conſidered by James as a natural or neceſſary 
conſequence of the Spaniſh alliance, he had always 
forbid his miniſters to infiſt on it as a preliminary 
article to the concluſion of the marriage-treaty. He 
conſidered, that that principality was now inti 
in the hands of the mperor and the Duke of Ba- 
varia; and that it was no longer in the King of 
Spain's power, by a ſingle ſtroke of his pen, to re- 


tore it to the antient Proprietor. The ſtrict alli- 


ance 
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n HISTORY of GREAT BRITAIN. 
bag. V. ance of Spain with theſe. princes would engage 


L . * 1623. Philip, he thought, to ſoften ſo diſagreeable a de- 


mand by every art of negotiation; and many ar- 
ticles, muſt, of neceſſity, be adjuſted, before ſuch 
an important point could be effectuated. It was 
ſuffioſẽnt, in James's opinion, if the Spaniards ſin- 
ceritv could, for the preſent, be aſcertained; and, 
dreading farther delays in the marriage, ſo long 


=. | wiſhed for, he was reſolved to. truſt. the Palatine's 


—_ deliberations... © 


© 


full reſtoration. to the event of future councils. and 


Tris whole ſyſtem of politics, Buckingham now 
reverſed ; and he overturned every ſuppoſition, up- 
on which the treaty had hitherjo been conducted. 
Briſtol received orders not to deliver the proxy, 
which had been left in his hands, nor to finiſh the 
marriage, till the full reſtitution of the Palatinate. 
Philip underſtood this language. He had been ac- 


| l | 4 quainted with the diſguſt received by Bucking- 


ham; and eſteemed him a man, capable of ſacri- 

fl cing, to his own ungovernable paſſions, the great- 
eſt intereſts of his maſter and of his country, he 
had expected that the unbounded credit of that fa- 
vorite would be employed to embroil the two na- 
tions. Determined, however, to throw the blame 
Marriage- of the rupture intirely on the Engliſh, he deliver- 


— ed into Briſtol's hand a written promiſe, by which 
4 Oken. 


— 


1 he bound himſelf to procure the reſtoration of the 


Palatine, either by perſuaſion, or by every other 
poſſible means; and. when he found that that con- 
eeſſion gave no ſatisfaction, he ordered the Infanta 
to lay aſide the title of Princeſs of Wales, and to 
drop her ſtudy of the Engliſh language. And 
thinking, es ſuch furious councils as now. govern- 
ed the court of England would not- ſtop at the 
breach of treaty, he ordered: preparations for war 
immediately. to be made thro'out all his dominions. 
_ Txvs James, having, by means, inexplicable 
from all the rules of politics, conducted, ſo near 
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his purpoſe, by means equally unaccountable. - 
Bor, tho' the expedients, already uſed by Buck- 
ingham were ſufficiently inglorious, both for him- 
{elf and for the nation; it was requiſite, *ere he 


could fully effect his purpeſe, to employ artifices 


ſtill more ſhameful and diſhonorable. 

Tur King, having broke with Spain, was o- 
bliged to concert new meaſures; and, without the 
aſſiſtance of parliament, no effectual ſtep of any kind 
could be taken.” The benevolence, which, during 
the interval, had been rigorouſly exaQed for the re- 
covery of the Palatinate, tho' levied for ſo favorable 
an end, had acquired the King leſs money than il|-will 
from his ſubjects . Whatever diſcouragements, 


therefore, he might receive from his bad agree: A parlia, 


155 
of his ſon and Chap. V, 
che reftoration of his ſon-in-law, failed at laſt of 1623. Ec” 


1624, 


ment with former parliaments,” there was a neceſ- ment. 


fity of ſummoning once more this aſſembly ; and, 
it might be hoped that the Spaniſh alliance, which 
gave ſuch umbrage, being abandoned, the com- 
mons would now be better ſatisfied with the King's 


adminiſtration. In his ſpeech to the houſes, James 19th of 


dropped ſome hints of the cauſes of complaint Februaty, 


which he had againſt Spain; and he graciouſly con- 
deſcended to aſſe the parliament's advice, which he 
had ever before rejected, with regard to the con- 
duct of ſo important an affair as his ſon's marriage. 
Buckingham, to a committee of lords and com- 
mons, delivered a long narrative, which he pre- 
tended to be true and compleat, of every ſtep 
| taken 


To ſhew by what violent meaſures this benevolence was 
Taiſed, Johnſtone, an excellent, but unknown hiſtorian, tells 
us, in his Rerum Britannicarum Biſtoria, that Barnes, a citizen of 
London, was the firſt who refuſed to contribute any thing; up- 
on which, the treaſurer ſent him word, that he muſt immediate- 
ly prepare himſelf to carry by poſt a diſpatch into Ireland. The 
citizen was glad to make his peace by paying a hundred pounds; 
and no one dyrſt afterwards refuſe the benevolence require, 
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16% HISTORY'or GREAT BRITAIN. 
Chap. V. taken in the negotiations with Philip: But partly 
1624. by the ſuppreſſion of ſome facts, partly by the falſe 
- coloring laid on others, this narrative was calculat- 
dd intirely to miſlead'the-parliament, and to throw | 


on the court of Spain the reproach of artifice and 
infincerity. He ſaid, that, after many years nego- 
tiation, the King found not himſelf any nearer his 
purpoſe ; and that Briſtol had never brought the 


treaty beyond general profeſſions and declarations : 


That the Prince, doubting the good intentions of 
Spain, reſolved at laſt to take a journey to Madrid, 
and put the matter to the utmoſt trial: That he there 


found ſuch artificial dealing as made him conclude 


ail the ſteps taken towards the marriage to be falſe 
and deceitful: That the reſtitution of the Palati- 
nate, which had ever been regarded by the King 


as an eſſential preliminary, was not ſeriouſly in- 
tended by Spain: And that, after enduring much 


ill- uſage, the Prince was obliged to return to En- 
gland, without any hopes, either of obtaining the 
Infanta, or of reſtoring the Elector Palatine. + 
Tus narrative, which, conſidering the impor- 


- tance of the occaſion, and the ſolemnity of that 
aſſembly, to which it was delivered, deſerves no 


better name, than that of an infamous impoſture, 
was yet vouched for truth by the Prince of Wales, 
who was preſent; and the King himſelf lent it, in- 
directly, his authority, by telling the parliament, 
that it was by his order Buckingham laid the whole 
affair before them. The conduct of theſe princes 
it is difficult to excuſe. Tis in vain to plead the 
youth and inexperience of Charles; unleſs his in- 
experience and youth, as is probable “, really led 


5 


„The moment the Prince embarked at St. Andero's, he ſaid 


to thoſe about him, that it was folly in the Spaniards to Uſe 
him fo ill, and allow him to depart: A proof that the Duke 
had made him believe they were inſincere in the affair of the 


marriage and the Palatinate; For, as to his reception, in other 
reſpects, 


: 
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reaſon to. entertain a ſuſpicion. 


. diſguiſed, contained yet ſo many contradicto- 


W 1 A 2M: n „„ oe 


"bins into-error; and made him ſwallow all the groſs Chap. V. 
falſities of Buckingham. And, tho' the Lino was 1034 


| here hurried from his own meaſures; by the furious - 


impetuoſity of others; nothing ſhould have indug- 


ed him to proſtitute his character, and vouch the 


impoſtures of his favorite, of which he had ſo good | 


| BuckINGHAM'$ narrative, however artificially 


ry circumſtances as were ſufficient to open the 
eyes of all reaſonable, men; but it concurred ſo 
well with the paſſions and prejudices of the parha- 
ment, that no ſcruple was made of immediately 
adopting it. Charmed with having obtained at laſt 
the opportunity, ſo long wiſhed for, of going to war E 
with papiſts, they little thought of future conſe- . = 
quences; but immediately adviſed the King to 9 
break off both treaties with Spain, as well that 8 | - 
regarded the marriage, as that for the reſtitution f _ 
the Palatinate. The people, ever greedy of war, M 
till they ſuffered by it, marked their triumph at theſe 
violent meaſures. by public bonefires and reloieings, = 
and by inſults. on the Spaniſh miniſters.. * Buckings - «2 
ham was now the univerſal favorite of the public . 7M 
and of the parliament. Sir Edward Coke, in the "bf 
houſe. of commons, called him the Savior of the "M0 
nation. Every place reſonnded with his praiſes. _ 
And he himſelf, intoxicated by a popularity, which 1 
he enjoyed ſo little time, and which he ſo little 0 
merited, violated all duty to his indulgent maſter, 
and entered into cabals with the puritan members, | 
who had ever oppoſed the royal authority. He 
even encouraged ſchemes for aboliſhing the order 
of * and ae the dean wy hh lands, 
in 


* 
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reſpects, it had been altogether — Beſides,. ha 
not the Prince believed the Spaniards to be infincere, he had 
no reaſon to quarrel with them; tho Buckingham had. It 
appears, therefore, that Charles himſelf muſt have been de» 


_ ceived, | a 


138 ' HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
Chap. V. in order to defray the expences of a Spaniſh war. 
1624 And che King, who ſtill entertained projects for 
temporizing, and for forming an accommodation 
with Spain, was ſo borne down by the torrent of 
pular prejudices, conducted and increaſed by 
Buck uckingham, that he was at laſt obliged, in a 
ſpeech to parliament, to declare in favor of hoſtile 
meaſures, if they would engage to ſupport him. 
Doubts of their ſincerity in this reſpect ; doubts 
which the event ſhowed not to be ill- grounded; 
had probably been one cauſe of his former tame 
and dilatory meaſures. 
Ix his ſpeech on this occaſion, the King bam 
with lamenting his misfortunes, that, having ſo 
long plumed himſelf in the epithet of the pacific 
monarch, he ſhould now, in his old age, be obliged 
to exchange the bleſiings of peace for the inevita- 
ble calamities of war. He repreſented to them the 
immenſe and continued expence, requiſite for mili- 
tary armaments ;. and beſide ſupplies, from time to 
time, as they ſhould become requiſite, he demanded 
a vote of {1x ſubſidies and twelve fifteenths, as a ſtock 
requiſite before the commencement of hoſtilities. 
He told them of his intolerable debts and burthens, 
chiefly contracted by the ſums remitted to the Pala- 
tine *; but he added, that he did not inſiſt on any 
ſupply for his own relief, and that it was ſufficient for 
him, if the honor and ſecurity of the public were pro- 
vided for. To remove all ſuſpicion, he, who had e- 
ver ſtrenuouſly maintained his prerogative, and even 
extended it into ſome eee points, now made a 


moſt 


= hone * particulars, he mentions a ſum of 80,000 
pounds borrowed from the King of Denmark. But what is 
— traordinary, the treaſurer, in order to ſhew his own 

8 boaſts to the parliament, that, by his contri- 
| nt 60,0co pounds had been ſaved on the head of exchange 
in the ſums remitted to the Palatinate. This ſeems ſcarce cre- 
dible, nor is it conceivable whence the King could procure 


ſuch vaſt ſums as would require a ſum ſo'great to be Fe un 
exchange. 
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ces might have been fatal to regal authority: He 
— offered, that the money voted ſhould be 
payed into a committee of parliament, and ſhould 


be iſſued: by them, without being intruſted to his 


management. The commons willingly accepted 
of this conceſſion, ſo unprecedented in an Engliſh 
monarch ;” they. voted him only three ſubſidies and 
three fifteenths ; and they took no notice of the 
complaints, which he made of his own wants and 
neceſſities. 

| ADVANTAGE was alſo: u of the preſent good 
agreement betwixt the King and parliament, in or- 
der to pals the bill againſt monopolies, which had 
formerly been encouraged by the king, but which 
had failed by the rupture betwixt him and the laſt 
houſe of commons. This bill was conceived in 
ſuch terms as to render it merely declarative; and 


all monopolies were condemned, as contrary to law 


and to the known liberties of the people. It was 
there ſuppoled, that every ſubject of England had 
intire liberty to diſpole of his own actions, pro- 
vided he did no injury to any of his fellow ſub- 
jects; and that no prerogative of the King, no 
power of any magiſtrate, nothing but the autho- 
rity alone of laws, could reſtrain that unlimited 
freedom. The full proſecution of this noble prin- 
ciple into all its neceſſary conſequences, has, at laſt; 
thro many conteſts, produced that ſingular and 
happy governirent, which at DET we enjoy 


Tus 
t Lo than 300,000 ads | 
* How little this principle had prevailed, during any former 


period of the Englith government, particularly, during the laſt 


reign, which certain writers, from a ſhameful i ignorance, would 
repreſent as the model of liberty, will eaſily, appear from ſome 


Kade extracted from Sir Simon D'ewes's Joutnal and Town{- 
nd's collections 


In the ſeſſion, the 39th. and. 4oth_ of Elinabeth, complaints 


were made in the houſe of commons againſt monopolies, which 
had * riſen to an enormous height, much beyond what 
| they 
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moſt imprudent conceſſion, of which the conſequen- Chap. V. 
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pi ever reached . Ft reign * ames ; ; | but the 
_— thought not proper to, 1 ant any r In ſeſſion, 85 
__ | 43d of that reign, a bill was brought into the houſe againſt 


_: — all the prudent 1 . much 
_— more e to proceed by way tion to t * 

Here are ſome paſſages of 8845 debates, Thich will perha 

e ſuch of the En de Engi readers, as know nothing of 
ond what i # Five learned Famphlets, and — 

writers. 4 

| Mr. 1 burzek of Wie aid, This bill may wo 
P ) | 6 the prerogative royal, which, as 1 learned. the laſt N 
Uh - * ment, is ſo tranſcendent that the of the ſubje | 
3 not 1 — thereunto. 3 be i it therefore from me, that _ 
= ga inen ſhould be tied b) 
4 of any other ſubjeQ. - Mr. Francis Bacok 


the prince, Pop 
14 e ood. OI; and it is ſuch as, I hope, w 
«p 

* fever be difcu The Queen, zs the is our ſoverei 


1 « hath both an enlargin and reſtraining power. For, by her 
1 «, prerogative, ſhe may firſt ſet at liberty things 3 2 5 
1 : ; 7 ſtatute, law, or other ways; and, ſecondly, b prere 
= tive, ſhe may reſtrain things, which be at. A 
. | « the n a it non ob, ante contrary to the penal laws.— 


<Tfay, an * * er, — we ought not to deal, to 50480 
4 or, 2 Majeſty's — Dr. Bennet 
« aid; He ach er; 20 ay os to debate her Majeſt 8 preroga- 
« tive had pe bo, walk warily. Mr. 1 de faid, 1 

. « Tonfeſs, Mr ak , that I owe dut) to God God and loyalty 
We | « my prince. A I itſelf, 1 made it, and Fehl 
1 * underſtand it. And, far be it from this heart of mine to 
. > « think, this tongue to ſpeak, or this hand io write, any thing 
4 either in prejudice or derogation of her majeſty WIe Eu | 
« Toyal and the Rate. © Mr. George Moore faid, know the 
« power of her Majeſty cannot reſtrained by any act; why 


1 <« therefore ſhould we thus talk? Admit we ſhould make e 2 
N <« tute With a non a ante, yet the Queen may grant a patent With 
4813 3 3 % an fame, to croſ this non Hane, Me Wingfield faid; N 
. « was my hap, the laſt parliament, to encounter with. the word 
118 « prerbgarive; but as then, fo now, I do it with all humility) 
: 1 and -wiſh-all happineſs both to it and to her 1 


On the ſecond reading of the bill, Mr. Spicer 0 in aich 
«6, . ol peritſon wil * Tee no 
eee A 5 | 
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ment, which, two years before, they had exerciſed, Chap. V. 


in the caſe of Chancellor Bacon, and which had lain 
dormant for -more than a century before, except 
| when 


« purpoſe to tie her Majeſty's hands by act of parliament, when 
„ ſhe may looſen herſelf at her pleaſure. Mr. Davies ſaid, God 
« hath given that power to abſolute princes, which he attri- 
e buteth to himſelf, Dixi quod dii eftes.” (This doctrine he ap- 
plies to the kings of England.) Mr. Secretary Cecil ſaid, 1. 
« am ſervant unto the Queen; and before I would ſpeak or 
« give conſent to a caſe, that would debaſe her prerogative or 
« abridge it, I would with my tongue cut out of my head. 
« One gentleman went about to poſſeſs us with the execution 
« of the law in an antient record of Edward III.; likely enough 
« to be true in that time, when the king was afraid of the ſub- 
“ jet. If ye ſtand upon law, and diſpute of the preroga- 
« tive, hark ye what Bratton ſays, Prerogativum noſtrum nemo 
te audeat diſputare, Let no man dare to 7 — of our preroga- 
« tive. Mr. Francis Moore, at another time, ſaid, I muſt con- 
« feſs, Mr. Speaker, I moved the houſe, both the laſt parliament 
« and this, touching this point ; but I never meaned (and I 
hope this houſe thinketh ſo) to ſet limits and bounds to the 
« prerogative royal.“ | 
All this ſtrange parliamentary language paſſed uncontrovert- 
ed; and came equally from the mouths of all thoſe who were at- 
tached or who were not attached to the court: "Theſe were the 
only diſtinctions known: For, *tis eaſily conceived, there could 
be no oppoſition to the court, no country-party, while ſuch max- 
ims prevailed. But the ideas of men were much changed, dur- 
ing about twenty years of a gentle and peaceful adminiſtration. 
The commons, tho? James, of himſelf, had recalled all patents 
of monopolies, were not contented without x law againſt them, 
and a declarative law too; which was gaining a great point, 
and eſtabliſhing principles very favorable to liberty: But they 
were extremely : grateful, if Elizabeth, upon petition, (after 
having once refuſed their requeſts) recalled a few of the moſt 
oppretlive patents; and employed ſome ſoothing expreſſions to- 
wards them. | | 
In the ſame ſeſſion, wiz. the 43d of Elizabeth, a bill being 
brought in againſt pluralities, Mr. Sergeant Harris ſaid, We 
« {fem to defend the privileges and cuſtoms of the houſe : But, 
« if we proceed to determine of this bill, we ſhall not only in- 
« fringe a cuſtom, which we have ever obſerved, viz. to med- 
« dle with no matter that toucheth her Majeſty's prerogative ; 
hut alſo procure her great diſpleaſure. Admit we ſhould de- 
termine of this matter, yet her Majeſty may grant toleration 
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HISTORY S GREAT BRITAIN. 
when they ſerved as inſtruments of roya! vengeance. 
The Earl of Middleſex had been raiſed by Bucking- 


ham's intereſt, from the rank of a London mer- 


chant, to be Lord high treaſurer of England; and, 
by his aQtivity and addreſs, ſeemed not unworthy of 


that preferment. But having incurred the diſplea- 


ſure of his patron, by ſerupling or reſuſing ſome 


demands of money, during the Prince's reſidence in 
Spain, that favorite vowed vengeance, and employ- 
ed all his credit among the commons to'procure an 
Impeachment of the treaſurer. The King was ex- 

N tremely 


« with a non obſlante. And, Mr. Speaker, the laſt parliament 
may be a warning to us, when the like bill by us was pre- 
« ferred, and the fame was not only rejected, but alſo her Ma- 
« jeſty commanded the Lord keeper to tell us, that ſhe hoped 
„ we would not hereafier meddle in caſes of this nature ſo 
* nearly touching her prerogative royal.” 

In the 35th of Elizabeth, the Queen ſent to the commons a 
meſſage, which would now appear ſomewhat ſtrange. Theſe 
were the ſpeaker's expreſſions when he related the matter to the 


_ houſe; ©& Her Majeſty's moſt excellent pleaſure being then de- 


« livered unto us by the Lord keeper, it was not meant we 


« ſhould meddle in matters of ſtate, or in cauſes eccleſiaſtical 


(for fo her Majeſty termed them) ſhe wondered that any 
* ſhould be of ſo high commandment to attempt (I uſe her own 
« words) a thing contrary to that, which ſhe had ſo expreſsly 
forbidden; wherefore with this ſhe was highly diſpleaſed. 
* And, becauſe the words then ſpoken by my Lord keeper are not 


now perhaps well remembered, or ſome be now here that were 


not there; her Majeity's preſent charge and expreſs command- 
ment is, That no bills touching matters of ftate or reforma- 
tion in cauſes eccleſiaſtical, be exhibited : And, upon my 
&« allegiance, I am commanded, if any ſuch bill be exhibited, 
not to read it,” Tis remarkabie, that the Queen rejected 
48 bills, which had paſſed the two houſes, during this ſeſſion. 
When the parliament was upon this footing, inſtead of won- 
dering, that no more than four pounds ſhould be given as a 
bribe for a ſeat (which was diſcovered to be the caſe, in one in- 
ftance during Elizabeth's reign) we ſhall be inclined to think, 
that the member, bating the tees, made a very dear purchaſe. 
The parliament had ſurely reaſon, when they confeſſed, in 
the ſeventh of James, that he allowed them more freedom of de- 
bate, than ever was indulged by any of his predeceſſors. His 


indulgence in this particular was probably one cauſe of the 


great power aſſumed by the commons. 


JAMES | 


tremely diſſatified with this meaſure, and propheſied "2 V- 


to the Prince and Duke, that they would live to 
have their fill of parliamentary proſecutions. In a 
ſpeech to the parliament, he endeavored to apolo- 
gize for Middleſex, and to ſoften the accuſation a- 
gainſt him. The charge, however, was ſtill main- 
tained by the commons; and the treaſurer was 
found guilty by the peers, tho' the miſdemeanors 
proved againſt him, were neither numerous nor 
important. The accepting two preſents, of five 
hundred pounds a-piece, for the paſſing two patents, 
was the article of greateſt weight. His ſentence 
was, to be fined 50,000 pounds for the King's uſe, 
and to ſuffer all the other penalties formerly inflicted 
upon Bacon. The fine was afterwards remitted by 
the Prince, when he mounted the throne. 

* Tunis ſeſſion, an addreſs was alſo made, ve- 
ry difagreeable to the King, craving the ſevere 
execution of the laws againſt catholics. His an- 
ſwer was gracious and condeſcending ; tho' he 
declared againſt perſecution; as being an im- 


proper meaſure for the ſuppreſſion of any reli- 


gon according to the received maxim, That the 
lood of the martyrs was the ſeed of the church. He 
alſo condemned an intire indulgence of the catho- 
lics ; and ſeemed to repreſent a middle courſe, as 
the moſt humane and moſt politic. He went fo far 


as even to affirm, with an oath, that he never had 


entertained any thought of granting a toleration to 
theſe religioniſts. Perhaps, the liberty of exerciſ- 
ing their religion in private houſes, which he had 
ſecretly agreed to in the Spaniſh treaty, he did not 
eſteem deſerving that name; and it was probably 
by means of this evaſion, he thought, tho' falſely, 


that he had ſaved his honor. After all theſe tranſ- 2gth or 
actions, the parliament was prorogued by the King, May. 
who let fall ſome hints, tho' in gentle terms, of the 


ſenſe, which he entertained, of their unkindneſs, in 
not ſupplying his neceſſities. | 
M 2 James, 
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Jas, unable to reſiſt ſo ſtrong a combination 
as that of his people, his parliament, his fon, and 
his favorite, had been compelled to embrace mea- 
ſures, for which, from temper as well as judgment, 
he had ever entertained a moſt ſettled averſion. 
Tho' he diſſembled his reſentment, he began to 
eſtrange himſelf from Buckingham, to whom he 
aſcribed all thoſe violent councils, and whom he 
conſidered as the author, both of the Prince's jour- 


ney into Spain, and of the breach of the marriage- 


treaty. The arrival of Briſtol, he impatiently long- 
ed for; and it was by the aſſiſtance of that miniſter, 
whoſe wiſdom he reſpected, and whoſe views he ap- 
proved, that he hoped, in time, to extricate him- 
{elf from his preſent difficulties. 


Return of DukiNG the Prince's abode in Spain, that able 


Briſtol. 


negotiator had ever oppoſed, tho unſucceſsfully, 
to the impetuous meaſures, ſuggeſted by Bucking- 
ham, his own wiſe and well-tempered councils. 


After Charles's departure, upon the firſt appearance 


of a change of reſolution, he ſtill interpoſed his ad- 
vice, and ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on the Spaniards fin- 
cerity in the conduct of the treaty, as well as the 
advantages, which England muſt reap from the 


completion of it. Enraged to find, that his ſuc- 


ceſsful and ſkilful labors ſhould all be rendered a- 
bortive by the levities and caprices of an inſolent 
minion, he would underſtand no hints; and nothing 


but expreſs orders from his maſter could engage 


him to make that demand, which, he was ſenſible, 
would put a final period to the treaty. He was not, 
therefore, ſurprized to hear, that Buckingham had 
declared himſelf his open enemy, and both before 
the council and parliament, had thrown out many 
ſcandatous reflections againſt him. Upon the firſt 
order, he prepared for leaving Madrid; and he was 


carried to the King of Spain and the Conde Duke, 


in order to fulfil the ceremonial of his departure. 
| PHILIP, 
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PaiLlte, by the mouth of his miniſter, expreſſed Chap. V- 
much regret, that Briſtol's ſervices ſhould meet with 1624. 


ſo unworthy a reward, and that his enemies ſhould 
ſo far have prevailed as to infuſe-prejudices into his 
maſter and his country againſt a miniſter, who had 
ſo faithfully done his duty to both. He entreated 
him to fix his abode in Spain, rather than expoſe 


himſelf to the inveterate malice of his rival and the 


ungovernable fury of the people. He offered him 


every advantage of rank and fortune, to ſoften the 


rigors of baniſhment; and, left his honor ſhould 


ſuffer by the deſertion of his native country, the 


monarch promiſed to confer all theſe advantages, 
with a public declaration, that they were beſtowed 
merely for his fidelity to the truſt committed to 
him. And he added, that he eſteemed ſuch a con- 
duct of importance to his own ſervice ; that all his 
miniſters, obſerving his regard to virtue even in a 
ſtranger, might be the more animated to exert their 
fidelity towards ſo generous a maſter, 

THe Earl of Briſtol, while he expreſſed the ut- 
moſt gratitude for this princely offer, thought him- 
ſelf obliged to decline the acceptance of it. He 
ſaid, that nothing would more confirm all the ca- 
lumnies of his enemies than his remaining at Ma- 
drid, and his receiving honor and preferment from 
his catholic Majeſty ; that the higheſt dignity of the 
Spaniſh monarchy, however valued, would be but 


an unequal compenſation for the loſs of his honor, 


which he muſt ſacrifice to the obtaining of it; that 
he truſted to his own innocence for protection a- 
gainſt all the fury of popular prejudice ; and that his 
maſter was ſo juſt and gracious, that, however he 
might, for a time, be ſeduced by calumny, he 
would ſurely afford him an opportunity of defending 
himſelf, and would in the end reſtore him to his fa- 
vor and good. opinion. 

So magnanimous an anſwer increaſed the eſteem 
which Philip had conceived of the ambaſſador. That 
M 3 Prince 


166 


Chap. 
162 
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V. prince begged him, at leaſt, to accept of a preſent 
+ of 10,009 ducats, which might be requiſite for his 
ſupport, till he could diſſipate the prejudices contract- 


ed againſt him; and he promiſed, that this compli- 
ance ſhould for ever remain a ſecret to all the world, 
and ſhould never come to the knowlege of his maſter. 
There is one perſon, replied the generous Engliſh- 
man, who-muſt neceſſarily know it: He is the Earl of 
Briſtol, who will certainly reveal it to the King of 
England. | | | 

NoTHrins could be of greater conſequence to Buc- 
kingham, than to keep Briſtol at a diſtance both 


from the King and the parliament ; leſt the power of 


truth, enforced by ſo powerful a ſpeaker, ſhould 


open ſcenes, which were but ſuſpecled by the for- 


mer, and of which the latter had as yet entertain- 
ed no manner. of jealouſy. He applied therefore 
to James, whoſe weakneſs, diſguiſed to himſelf un- 
der the appearance of fineſſe and diſſimulation, was 
now become abſolutely incurable. A warrant for 
ſending Briſtol to the tower was granted immedi- 
ately upon his arrival in England; and tho' he was 
ſoon releaſed from that - confinement, yet orders 
were carried him from the King, to retire to his 
country ſeat, and to abſtain from all attendance on 
the parliament, which was not yet prorogued. He 
obeyed ; but loudly demanded an opportunity of 
juſtifying himſelf, and of laying his whole conduct 


before his maſter. On all occaſions, he proteſted 


his innocence, and threw on his enemy the blame 
of every miſcarriage. Buckingham, and, at his 
inſtigation, the Prince, declared, that they would 
be reconciled to Briſtol, if he would but acknow- 
lege his errors and ill, conduct: But the high ſpi- 
rited Nobleman, jealous of his honor, refuſed to 
buy favor at ſo high a price. James had the equi- 
ty to ſay, that the inſiſting on that condition was a 


ftrain of unexampled tyranny: But Buckingham 


{crupled not to aſſert, with the utmoſt preſumption, 
= that 
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that neither the King, the Prince, nor himſelf * V. 

6 were, as yet, ſatisfied of Briſtol's innocence. 1624. 
Wullx the attachment of the Prince to Bucking- 

ham, while the timidity of James, or the ſhame of | 1 

. changing his favorite, kept the whole court in Ty 


awe; the Spaniſh ambaſlador, Inoioſa, endeavored 
- to open the King's eyes, and to cure his fears by 
4 inſtilling greater fears into him. He privately ſlipt 
7 into his hand a paper, and gave him a ſignal to 


read it alone. He there told him, that he was as 


- much a priſoner at London as ever Francis I. was 
1 at Madrid; that the Prince and Buckingham had 
f conſpired together, and had the whole court at 
4 their devotion; that cabals among the popular lea- 


5 ders in parliament were carrying on to the extreme 


- prejudice of his royal authority ; that the project 

e was to confine him to ſome of his hunting ſeats, 

= and to commit the whole adminiſtration of affairs 

8 to the management of Charles; and that it was 

r requiſite for him, by one vigorous effort, to vindi- 

- cate his throne, and to puniſh thofe who had fo 

8 long and ſo much abuſed his goodneſs and facility. 

: Wär credit James gave to this repreſentation 

is does not appear. He only diſcovered ſome faint j 
n ſymptoms, which he inſtantly retracted, of diſſa- . VA 
le tisfaction with Buckingham. All his public mea- Rupture | 1 
pf ſures, and all the alliances, into which he entered, Wh _ 
& vere founded on the ſyſtem of enmity to the Auſ- WY, 1 
d trian family, and of war to be carried on for the _ 
be recovery of the Palatinate. 

18 Tux ſtates of the united provinces, at this time, 

d were governed by Maurice; and that aſpiring 

V- prince, ſenſible that his credit would languiſh during 

i peace; on the expiration of the twelve years truce, 

to had renewed the war with the Spaniſh monarchy. 

i- His great caphcity in the military art would have 

A ſupplied the inferiority of his forces, had not the = 
m Spaniſh armies been commanded by Spinola, a ge- Sf 
n, neral equally renowned for conduct, and more ce- NM 
we M 4 lebrated 
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Chap. V. lebrated for enterprize and activity. In ſuch a ſitu- 
1624. ation, nothing could be more welcome to the re- 
public than the proſpect of a rupture betwixt James 
and the catholic King; and they flattered them- 
ſelves, as well from the natural union of intereſts 
betwixt them and England, as from the influence 
of the preſent conjuncture, that powerful ſuccors 
would ſoon march to their relief. Accordingly, an 
army of ſix thouſand men was levied in England, 
and ſent over into Holland, commanded by four 
young noblemen, Eilex, Oxford, Southampton, 
and Willoughby, who were ambitious of diſtin- 
guiſhing themſelves in fo favorable a cauſe, and of 
acquiring military experience under ſo renowned a 
captain as Maurice. 
Treaty Ir might reaſonably have been expected, that, 
with as religious zeal had made the recovery of the Pa- 
France. latinate appear a point of ſuch vaſt importance in 
England; the fame effect muſt have been produc- 
ed in France, by the force merely of political views 
and conſiderations. While that principality re- 
mained in the hands of the houſe of Auſtria, the 
French dominions were ſurrounded on all ſides by 
the poſſeſſions of one or the other branch of that 
ambitious family, and might be invaded by ſuperi- 
or forces from every quarter. It concerned the 
King of France therefore to prevent the peaceable 
eſtabliſhment of the Emperor in his new conqueſts; 
and both by the ſituation and greater power of his 
ſtate, he was better enabled than James to give 
ſuccor to the diſtreſſed Palatine. But tho' theſe 
views eſcaped not Louis, nor Cardinal Richelieu, 
you began to acquire an aſcendant over his maſ- 
; that miniſter was determined to prepare his 
Tia: enterprizes, by firſt ſubduing the Hugonots, 
and thence to proceed, by mature councils, to 
humble the houſe of Auſtria, The proſpect, how- 
ever, of a conjunction with England was preſently 
embraced, and all imaginable encouragement was 


given 


* a Mn s 
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given to every propoſal for conciliating a marriage Chap. V. 


betwixt Charles and the Princeſs Henrietta. 

. NoTwiTHSTANDING the ſenſible experience, 
which James might have acquired, of the unſur- 
mountable antipathy entertained by his ſubjects a- 
gainſt all alliance with catholics, he till perſevered 
in the ridiculous opinion, that his ſon would be de- 
graded, by receiving into his bed a princeſs of leſs 
than royal pedigree. After the rupture, therefore, 
with Spain, nothing remained but an alliance with 


France; and to that court he immediately applied 


himſelf. The fame allurements had not here place, 
which had ſo long entangled him in the Spaniſn ne- 
gotiation : The portion promiſed was much inferior; 


and the peaceable reſtoration of the Palatine could 


not thence be expected. But being afraid, leſt his 
ſon ſhould be altogether diſappointed of a bride, as 
ſoon as the chriſtian, King demanded, for the honor 
of his crown, the ſame terms which had been grant- 
ed to the catholic, James was prevailed with to com- 
ply. And as the Prince, during his abode in Spain, 
had given a verbal promiſe to allow the Infanta the 
education of. her children till the age of thirteen, this 


article was here inſerted in the treaty; and to that 


imprudence is generally imputed the preſent diſ- 
treſſed condition of his poſterity. The court of En- 
gland, however, it muſt be confeſſed, always pre- 
tended, even in their memorials to the French court, 


that all the favorable conditions, granted to the ca- 


tholics, were inſerted in the marriage treaty merely 
to pleaſe the Pope, and that their ſtrict execution, 


by an agreement with France, was ſecretly diſpenſed 
with“. x „ 


As 


'* Rymer, tom. 18. p. 224. Tis certain, that the young 
Prince of Wales, afterwards Charles II. had proteſtant gover- 
nors from his early infancy, firſt the Earl of Neweaſtle, then 
the Marquis of Hertford. The King, in his memorial to fo- 


reign churches after the commencement of the civil wars, in- 


fiſts, 


1624. 
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Chap. V. As much as the concluſion of the marriage treaty 
1624. was acceptable to the King, as much were all the 
military enterprizes diſagreeable, both from the ex- 
treme difficulty of the undertaking, in which he was 
engaged, and from his own incapacity for ſuch a 
ſcene of action. 5 5 
DvurinG che Spaniſh negotiation, Heidelberg and 
Manheim had been taken by the imperial forces; 
and Frankendale, tho' the garriſon was entirely En- 
gliſh, was cloſely beſieged by them. Upon re-ite- 
rated remonſtrances from James, Spain interpoſed, 
and procured a ſuſpenſion of arms during eighteen 
months. But as Frankendale was the only place of 
his antient dominions, which continued in Frederic's 
hands, Ferdinand, being deſirous of withdrawing 
his forces from the Palatinate, and of leaving that 
ſtate in ſecurity, was unwilling, that ſo important 
a fortreſs ſhould remain in the poſſeſſion of the ene- 
my. To compound all differences, it was agreed 
to ſequeſtrate it in the Infanta's hands as a neutral 
perſon ; upon condition, that, after the expiration 
of the truce, it ſhould be delivered to Frederic; 
tho' peace ſhould not, at that time, be concluded 
betwixt him and Ferdinand. After the unexpected 
rupture with Spain, when James demanded the ex- 
ecution of the treaty, the Infanta offered him peace- 
able poſſeſſion of Frankendale, and even promiſed 
cure paſſage for the garriſon thro' the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands : But there was ſome territory of the em- 
pire interpoſed betwixt her ſtate and the Palatinate ; 
and for paſſage over that territory no terms were ſti- 
pulated. By this chicane, which certainly had nat 
been employed, if amity with Spain had been pre- 
p ſerved, 
"= MY 
ſiſts on his care in educating his children to the proteſtant reli- 
gion, as a proof that he was no way inclined to the catholic, 
Ruſhworth, vol. 5. p. 752. It can ſcarce therefore, be queſ- 
tioned, but this article, which has ſo odd an appearance, was 


inſerted only to amuſe the Pope, and was never intended by 
either party to be executed. | 
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ſerved, the Palatine was totally duſpollciied of all his Chap, V. 
patrimonial dominions. | 1024. 


Tux Engliſh nation, however, and James' s War- Mand- 
like council were not diſcouraged. It was ſtil] re- feldt's ex- 
ſolved to reconquer the Palatinate; a ſtate lying iff Pedition. 
the midſt of Germany, poſſeſſed entirely by the | 
Emperor and Bavaria, ſurrounded by potent ene- 
mies, and cut off from all communication with 
England. Count Mansfeldt was taken into pay; 
and an Engliſh army of r 2,000 foot and 200 he rſe 
were levied by a general preſs thro'out the king- 
dom. During the negotiation with France, vaſt 
promiſes had been made, tho' in general terms, 
by the French miniſtry ; not only, that a free paſ- 
ſage ſhould be granted the Engliſh troops, but alſo 
that powerful ſuccors ſhould join them in their 
march towards the Palatinate. In England, all 
theſe profeſſions were haſtily interpreted to be po- 
ſitive engagements. The troops, under Man- 
feldt's command, were embarked at Dover; but oy 
upon failing over to Calais, found no orders yet ber. 
arrived for their admiſſion. After waiting in 
vain for ſome time, they were obliged to ſail to- 
wards Zealand; where no proper meaſures were yet 
concerted for their diſembarkation ; and ſome {cru- 
ples aroſe among the ſtates on account of the ſcar- 
city of proviſions. Mean while, a peſtilential diſ- 1625 
temper crept in among the Engliſh forces, ſo long 
cooped up in narrow veſſels. Half the army died 
while on board; and the other half, weakened by 
1 appeared too ſmall 2 bedy to march into 

the Palatinate. And thus ended this i concerted 
and fruitleſs expedition ; the only diſaſter, which 
happened to England, during the proſperous. and 
_ pacific rejgn of James. 

THAT reign was now drawing towards a con- 
cluſion. With peace, fo ſucceisfully cultivate, 
and fo paſlionately loved by this monarch, his life 
alſo terminated. This ſpring, he was ſeized with 
| a tortian 
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a tertian ague; and, when encouraged by his cour- 
tiers with the common proverb, that this diſtem- 
per, during that ſeaſon, was health for a king, he 
replied, that the proverb was meant of a young 
king. After ſome fits, he found himſelf extreme- 
ly weakened, and ſent for the Prince, whom he 
exhorted to bear a tender affection for his wife, 
but to preſerve a conſtancy in religion ; to protect 
the church of England; and to extend his care to- 
wards the unhappy family of the Palatine. With 
decency and courage he prepared himſelf for his 
end; and he expired on the 27th of March, after 
a reign over Enlgand of twenty two years and a few 


days; and in the fifty ninth year of his age. His 


Aer] 2 


reign over Scotland was almoſt of equal duration 
with his hfe. 

No prince, fo little enterprizing and ſo inoffenſive, 
was ever ſo much expoſed to the oppoſite extremes 
of calumny and flattery, of ſatyre and panegyric. 
And the factions, which began in his time, being 


ſtill continued, have made his character be as 


much diſputed to this day, as is commonly that of 
princes who are our contemporaries. Many virtues, 
however, it muſt be owned, he was poſſeſſed of ; 

but no-one, othem pure, or free from the conta- 
gion of the neighboring vices. His generoſity bor- 


dered on profulion, his learning on pedantry, his 


pacific diſpoſition on puſillanimity, his wiſdom on 
cunning, his friendſhip on light fancy and boyiſh 
fondneſs. While he imagined, that he was only 
maintaining his qwn authority, he may 
be ſuſpected, in RES of his 11s actions, and ſtill more 
of his pretenſions; to have 8 on the li- 


berties of his people: While he endeavored, by 


an exact neutrality, to acquire the good will of all 


his neighbors, he was able to preſerve fully the 
eſteem and regard of none. His capacity was 
conſiderable ; but fitter to diſcourſe on general 
maxims than to conduct ar intricate buſineſs: 
His 
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His intentions were juſt; but more adapted to the Cha N 
conduct of private life, than to the government of 125. 
kingdoms. Aukward in his perſon, and ungainly 
in his manners, he was ill qualified to command 
reſpect; partial and undiſcerning in his affections, 
he was little fitted to acquire general love. Of a 
feeble temper more than of a frail judgment : Ex- ; 
poſed to our ridicule from his vanity ; but exempt | Fi 
from our hatred by his freedom from pride and ar- In 
rogance. And upon the whole, it may be pro- ; | 1 

nounced of his character, that all his qualities were il 
ſullied with weakneſs, and embelliſhed by huma- ?- 61 
nity. V Political courage he certainly was deveid ,,, 
; and fem thence chiefly is derived the ſtrong 1:9 
prejudice which prevails againſt his perſonal bra- Y 
very: An inference, however, which muſt be 1 
owned, from general experience, to be extremely 
fallacious. 

Hz was only once married, to Anne of Den- 
mark, who died on the 3d of March, 1619, in the 
forty fifth year of her age; a woman eminent net- 
ther for her vices nor her virtues. She loved expen- 
ſive amuſements and ſhows ; but poſſeſſed no taſte 
in her pleaſures. A great comet appeared about the 
time of her death; and the vulgar eſteemed it the wy 
fore-runner of that event. So conſiderable in their | 1 

yes are even the moſt inſignificant princes. 4 
| Hs left only one ſon, Charles, then in the twenty 3 
fifth year of his age; and one daughter, Eliza- _ 
beth, married to the Elector Palatine. She was | 1 
aged twenty nine years. Thoſe alone remained WA | 
of ſix legitimate children born to him. He never i 
had any illegitimate; and he never diſcovered any | I | 
tendency, even the ſmalleſt, towards a paſſion for | 
any miſtreſs. | 
Tur Archbiſhops of Canterbury during this 
reign were, Whytgift, who died in 1604; Ban- 
croft, in 1610; Abbot, who ſurvived the King. 
The chancellors, Lord Elleſmore, who reſigned 
| "200 


— ” 


_ — TE RE Ee one contnads " 
OM et on . RR — e — 


—— 


r 


Bb 


— > cg Em 


— * p 
"» a 9 Me. a TIC... hes * 7 I 
— — N A 
0 * 


oland. 


174 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


| Ehap. V. in 1619 ; Bacon was firſt Lord keeper till 161g, 
1625. then was created chancellor, and was diſplaced in 
1621; Williams, biſhop of Lincoln, was created 
Lord keeper in his place. The high treafurers 
were the Earl of Dorſet, whg died in 1609; the 
Earl of Saliſbury, in 1612; the Earl of Suffolk 
fined and diſplaced for bribery in 1618; Lord 
Mandeville, reſigned in 1621; Earl of Middleſex, 
diſplaced in 1624; the Earl of Marlborough ſuc- 
ceeded. The Lord admirals were, the Earl of 
Nottingham, who reſigned in 1618; the Earl, af- 
terwards Duke of Buckingham. The ſecretaries | 
of ſtate were, the Earl of Saliſbury, Sir Ralph 
Winwood, Nanton, Calvert, Lord Conway, Sir 
Albert Moreton. 

Tus numbers of the houſe of lords, in the 8 
parliament of this reign, beldes-thebttheps, were 
ſeventy eight temporal peers. The numbers in 
the firſt parliament of Charles were ninety ſeven. 
Conſequently James, during that period, created 

nineteen new peerages above thoſe that expired: 
Tur houſe of commons, in the firſt parliament- 
of this reign, conſiſted of four hundred and ſixty ſe- 
ven members. It appears, that four boroughs revived 
their charters, which they had formerly neglected. 
And as the firſt parliament of Charles conſiſted of 
four hundred and ninety four members, we may 
infer that 1 erected ten new boroughs. 


CHAP. VI. 
Civil government of England during this period. 


Ecclęſiaſtical government. Manners. = [1- 
nancès. Navy. Commerce. Manu- 
Jeclures. Colonies. Learning and arts. 


Civil go- F T may not be improper, at this period, to make a 
vernment I pauſe ; and, Jeparting. aditde-fremabehiſtarical 


Alle, take a ſurvey of the ſtate of the kingdom, 
: with 


of En- 


Ll 


A RAe 


with regard to government, manners, finances, Chap. VI. 
arms, trade, learning. Where a juft notion is not 625. 


formed of theſe particulars, hiſtory can be ery 
little inſtructive, and often will not be mn 
ble. 

We may ſafely pronounce, that the Engliſh go- 
vernment, at the acceſſion of the Scottiſh line, was 
much more aybitrary, than it is at preſent, the pre- 
rogative eL ted. the beten of the lub. 
ject leſs accurately defined and ſecured. Without 
mentioning other particulars, the courts alone of 
high commiſſion and ſtar- chamber were ſufficient to 
lay the whole kingdom at the mercy of the prince. 

THe court of high commiſſion had been erected 
by Elizabeth, in conſequence of an act of parlia- 
ment, paſſe ſed At the beginning of her reign: By 
this act, it was thought proper, during the great 
revolution of religion, to arm the ſovereign with 
full powers, in order to diſcourage and ſuppreſs 
oppoſition. All appeals from the inferior eccle- 
fiaſtical courts were carried before the high com- 
miſſion; and, of conſequence, the whole life and 
doctrine of the clergy lay directly. under its inſpec- 
tion. Every breach of the act of uniformity, eve- 
ry refuſal of the ceremonies, was cognizable in 
this court; and, during the reign of Elizabeth, 
had been punil hed by deprivation, by fines, confiſ- 

cations, and impriſonment. James contented him- 
felf with the gentler penalty of deprivation ; nor 
was that puniſhment inflicted with rigor on every 
offender*, All the catholics too were liable to be 
puniſhed by this court, if they exerciſed any act 
of their religion, or wereanywayactivem- feriging 
abroad their children or other relations, to receive 
that education, which they could not procure them 
in their own country. Popiſh prieſts were thrown 
into 


* Archbiſhop Spotſwood tells us, that he was informed by 
. Bancroft, ſeveral years after the King's acceſſion, that not X above 
45 clergymen had been deprived. 
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Chap. VI. into priſon, and might be delivered over to he 
1625. law, which — them with death; tho' that 
| 1 ſeverity had been ſparingly exerciſed | —.— 
| and never almoſt by James. In 
= eus liberty of conſcience, which we ſo 2 Value 
| at preſent, was totally ſuppreſſed ; and no exerciſe 
of any religion, but the eſtabliſked, was permitted 
thro'out the kingdom. Any word or writing, which 
tended towards hereſy or ſchiſm er- ſeditien, was pu- 
niſhable by the high commiſſioners or any three of 
them: They alone were judges what expreſſions 
had that tendency : They proceeded not by infor- 
mation, „hut Upon rumor, ſuſpicion, or according 
to their « : They adminiſtered an oath, 
by which the party, cited before them, was bound | 
to anſwer any queſtion, which ſhould be pro- 
pounded to him: Whoever refuſed this oath, tho 4 
Sex that he might thereby be brought to 
accuſe himſelf or ls deareſt friend, was puniſhable 
by impriſonment: And in ſhort, an inquiſitorial 
tribunal, with all its terrors and iniquities, was 
erected in the kingdom. Full diſcretionary pow- 
ers were beſtowed with regard to the inquiry, 
trial, ſentence, and penalty inflicted ; excepting 
only that corporal puniſhments were reſtrained by 
that patent of the prince, which erected that court, 
not by the act of parliament, which impowered 
him. By reaſon of the uncertain limits, which ſe- 
parate eccleſiaſtical from civil cauſes, all accuſa- 
tions of adultery and inceſt were tried by the court 
of high commiſſion; and every complaint of wives 
againſt their huſbands was there examined and diſ- 
cuſſed :. Under like preteXts, every cauſe, which 
regarded conſcience, that is, every cauſe, could have 
been brought under their juriſdiction. 
1 Bur there was a ſufficient reaſon, why the king 
would not be anxzees Abe to ſtretch the juriſdiction of 
A | this 
F Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 200. 


21 A. 6; 


| this court: thi ſtar-chaniber- poſſeſſed. che PRs. Chap. YL, 


authority in civil matters; and its method of 
proceeding were equally arbitrary and unlimit- 
ed. The origin of this court was derived from 
the moſt remote antiquity tho" Fg tis pretended, 


that-its power had: been firſt carried to the ns a 


height by Henry VII. * Al times, however, his 
confeſſed, it enjoyed authority ; and- at no time 


was its authority circumſcribed, or method of 


proceeding directed, by ny e law or fta- 
Ne n 

Wr have has ee or ſhall bers -fulficient 
— during the courſe of this hiſtory, to 
mention the diſpenſing power, the power of im- 
priſonment, of exacting forced loans f and bene- 
volence, of preſſing and quartering ſoldiers, of 
altering the cuſtoms, of erecting monopolies, 
Theſe branches of power, if not directly oppoſite 
to the principles of all free government, muſt, at 
leaſt, be acknowleged dE Ae to freedom in a 
monarchical conſtitution; Where an eternal jea- 
2 muſt be preſerved — the ſovereign, and 


 Fiſcrer 7 5 er be entruſted to 
hi AL CR ata. The 


kings of England, 1 had almoſt conſtantly 
exerciſed theſe powers; and if, on any occaſion, 
the prince had been obliged to ſubmit to laws en- 
acted againſt them, he had ever, in practice, e- 
luded theſe laws,” and returned, tg the ſame arbi- 
trary adminiſtration. During” century? be- 
fore the acceſſion of James, The regal authority, 


in ameſt all theſe particulars, bad never once yen 


called in queſtion. 


WE may alſo obſerve that the wrinciples in ge- 


neral, which prevailed during that age, were ſo 
favorable to en that my beſtowed on it 


+ During the two laſt centuries, no reign had paſſed without 
ce forced loans from the ſubject. 
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Chap. vl. an authority almoſt abſolute and unlimited, ſacred 


1625. 


adi le) Nů 
Tu meetings of parliament were fo precarious; 
their ſeſſions ſo ſhort, compared to the vacations ; 
that, when men's eyes were turned upwards: in 
fearch'of ſovereign power, the prince alone was apt 
to ſtrike them as the only permanent magiſtrate, 
inveſted with rhe whole majeſty and authority of the 
ſtate. The great complaifance too of parliaments, 
during fo long a period, had extremely degraded 


and obſcured thoſe aſſemblies; and as all inſtances 


of oppoſition to prerogative muſt have been drawn 


from a remote age, they were unknown to a great 


many, and had the leſs authority even with thoſe, 
who were acquainted with them. "Theſe examples, 
beſides, of liberty, had commonly;been*i6&compa- 
nied with ſuch circumſtances of violence, convul- 
ſion, civil war, and diſorder, that they preſented but 
a'diſagreeable image” to the inquiſitive: part of the 
people, and afforded- ſmall inducement to renew 
ſuch diſmal ſcenes. © By a great many, therefore, 
monarchy, ſimple and unmixed, was conceived to 
be the government of England ; and thoſe popular 
aſſemblies were aged to form only the ornament 
of the fabric, without being in any degree, eſſential 
to its being and exiſtence . The prerogative of 


* Monarchies,” according to Sir Walter Raleigh, © are 


« of two ſorts, touching their power or authority, viz. 1. En- 
„tire, where the whole power of ordering all ſtate-matters, 
both in peace and war, doth by law and cuſtom, appertain to 


the prince, as in the Engliſh kingdom; where the prince hath 


* the power to make laws, league and war; to create magi- 
, ſtrates; to pardon life; of appeal, &c, Tho, to give a con- 
« tentment to the other degrees, they have a ſuffrage in making 
% laws, yet ever ſubje© to the prince's pleaſure and negative 
4 will. 2. Limitted or reſtrained, that hath no full power in 
« all the points and matters of ſtate, as the military king, that 


e hath not the ſovereignty in time of peace, as the making of 
„ laws, Cc. But in war only, as the P OLONIAN king. 


« Maxims of State.” 3 
„„ And 
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he erown was repreſented by lawyers as ſomething Chap. VI: 


real and durable ; like thoſe eternal eſſences of the 


_ ſchools, 


And a little after, © In every juſt ſtate, ſome part of the go- 
« verment is, or ought to be, imparted to the people, as in a 
kingdom, a voice and ſuffrage in making laws; and ſome- 


times alſo of levying of arms (if the charge be great, and the 


by * forced to borrow help of his ſubjects) the matter right- 
« ly may be propounded to a parliament, that the tax may 
« ſeem to have proceeded from themſelves. So conſultations 
« and ſome proceedings in judicial matters may, in part, be re- 
« ferred to them. The reaſon, leſt, ſeeing themſelves to be in 


* no number nor of reckoning, they miſlike the ſtate or go- 
« vernment.“ This way of reaſoning differs little from that of 
the King, who conſidered the privileges of the parliament as 


matters of grace and indulgence, more than of inheritance. 


1625. 


Tis remarkable, that Raleigh was eſteemed to lean towards the - 


puritannical party, notwithſtanding theſe poſitions. But ideas of 
government change much in different times. | 

Raleigh's ſentiments on this head are ſtill more openly ex- 
preſſed, in his Prerogative of parliaments, a work not publiſhed 
till after his death. Tis a dialogue betwixt a courtier or coun- 
ſellor and a country juſtice of peace, who repreſents the patriot 
party, and defends the” higheſt notions of liberty, which the 
principles of that age would bear. Here is a paſſage of it: 
* Connſellor. That which is done by the king, with the advice 
of his private or privy council, is done by the king's abſo- 
« lute power. Juſtice. And by whoſe power is it done in par- 
« liament but by the king's abſolute power? Miſtake it not, my 
« Lord: The three eftates do but adviſe as the privy council 
* doth; which advice, if the king embrace, it becomes the 


* king's own act in the one, and the king's law in the other, c.“ 


The Earl of Clare, in a private letter to his ſon-in-law Sir 
Thomas Wentworth, afterwards Earl of Strafford, thus expreſ- 


ſes himſelf, «© We live under a n where 
' * book-law ſubmits to lex loguens. He ſpoke from his own, 


and all his anceſtors, experience. There was no ſingle inſtance 
of power, which a king of England might not, at that time, 
exert, under pretext of neceſſity or expediency : The con- 
tinuance alone or frequent repetition of arbitrary adminiſtration 
might prove dangerous, for want of force to ſupport it. Tis 
remarkable that this letter of the Earl of Clare was wrote in the 
firſt year of Charles's reign ; and conſequently muſt be meant 


of the general genius of the government, not the ſpirit or tem- 


per of the monarch. See Strafford's letters, vol. 1. p. 32. 
rom another letter in the ſame collection, vol. 1. p. 10. it 


appears, that the council ſometimes aſſumed the power of for- 
bidding 


2 
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party F. 


prerogative: But foreigners, by 
that theſe ſtretches, from cuſt | 
that time, lets frequent in England than in other monarchies. 


fo” - 
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ſchools, which no time nor force could alter. The 
ſanction of religion, was, by divines, called in aid 


and the Monarch of heaven was ſuppoſed to be in- 


tereſted in ſupporting the aythority of his earthly vice- 
gerent. And Hö ele de fines were perhaps more 


openly inculcated and more ſtrenuouſly intifted on 


during the reign of the Sruarts, they were not then 


— | 6 1+ fy c -- : 
invented; and were only found fore heceflary at 
that period, by reaſon of the "oppoſne doctrines, 
which began to be promulgated by rhe puritannical 


IN 


bidding perſons, diſagreeable to the court, to ſtand in the elec- 
tions. This authority they could exert in ſome inſtances ; but 
we are not thence to infer, that they could ſhut the door of that 
houſe to every one who was not acceptable to them. The ge- 
nius of the antient government repoſed more truſt in the king, 
than to entertain any ſuch ſuſpicion, and it allowed ſcattered 


inſtances, of ſuch a kind as would have been totally deſtructive 


of the conſtitution, had they been continued without interrup- 
tion. | | 1 5 

I have not met with any Engliſh writer of that age, who 
ſpeaks of England as a limited monarchy, but as an abſolute one, 
where the people have many privileges. That is no contra- 
diction. In all European monarchies, the _people bave'privi- 
leges; but, whether dependent or independent on the will of 
the monarch, 1s a queſtion, that, in moſt governments, it is 
beſt to forbear. Surely that queſtion was not determined, be- 
tore the age of James. The riſing ſpirit of the parliament, a- 
long with that King's love of general, ſpeculative principles, 
brought it from its obſcurity, an, made it be generally canvaſ- 
ſed. The ſtrongeſt teſtimony, which I remember from a writer 
of James's age, in favor of Engliſh liberty, is in Cardinal Ben- 
tivoglio, a toreigner, who mentions the Engliſh government as 
ſimilar to that of the Jow-country provinces under their princes, 


rather than to that of France or Spain. Engliſhmen were not 


o ſenſible, that their prince was limited; becauſe they were ſen- 
ſible, that no individual had any tu urity againſt a ſtretch of 
pariſon, could perceive, 
or other cauſes, were, at 


Philip de Comines too remar 


d the Engliſh conſtitution, to be 
more popular, in his time . 


n that of France. 


I Pallive obedience ix preſsly and zealouſſy inculcated in 
the homilies, compoſed and publiſhed by authority, in the Nec 
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authority, the prerogative, beſide the Thilandes of 625. 

urifdiction, founded on precedent, was, by many, 

ſuppoſed to poſſeſs an inexhauſtible fund of latent 

powers, which might be exerted on any emergence. 

In every government, neceſſity, when real, ſuper- 

ſedes all Jaws, and levels all limitations: But, in 

the Engliſh government, convenience alone was 

conceived to authorize any extraordinary act of re- 

gal power, and to render it obligatory on the people. 

Hence the ſtrict obedience required to proclama- 

tions, during all periods of the Engliſh hiſtory; 

and, if, James has incurred blarne on accoupt ef his 

edicts, Iis only becaule he” Hp fs at a 

time, when they began to be If: regarded, not be- 

cauſe he Hl a 1 that exerci bee Of 

his maxims in a parallel caſe, the following is a 

pretty remarkable inftance. 


„„ QUEEN 


of Queen Elizabeth. The convocation, which met in the very 
firſt year of the King's reign, voted as high monarchical prin- 
Ciples as are contained in the decrees of the univerſity of Ox- 
ford, voted during the reign of the tories. - Theſe principles, 
fo far from being eſteemed a novelty, introduced by King 
James's influence, paſſed ſo ſmoothly, that no hiſtorian has 
taken notice of them: They were never the ſubject of. contro- 
verſy, or diſpute, or diſcourſe; and it is only by means of bi- 
ſhop Overalls Convocation- book, printed near 70 years after, 
that we are acquainted with them. Would James, who was ſo 
cautious, and even timid, have ventured to begin his reign with 
a bold ſtroke, which would have given juſt ground of jealouſy 
to his ſubjeQs ? It appears, from that monarch's Baſilicon Do- 
ron, wrote while he was in Scotland, that the republican ideas 
of the origin of power from the people were, at that time, 
eſteemed puritannical novelties. The patriarchal ſcheme, tis 
remarkable, is inculcated in thoſe votes of the convocation pre- 
ferved by Overall; nor was Filmer the firſt inventer of thoſe 
_ abſurd notions. Into how many ſhapes have political reaſonings 
been turned, in order to avoid an obvious, but, it ſeems, too 
homely a truth? The patriarchal ſcheme is nonſenſe. The ori- 
ginal contract is oppoſed by experience. Men are unwilling to 
confeſs, that all government is derived from viplence, uſurpa- 
tion or injuſtice, ſanctified by time, and ſometimes by a ſeeming 
imperfect conſent. | | PEEL 'Y 
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'Quvexn Elizabeth had appointed . 
for the inſpection of priſons, and had beſtowed on 
them full diſcretionary powers to adjuſt all difference 
betwixt priſoners and their creditors, to compound 


rty, to, ſuch debtors as they 
found honeſt, and 3 2 
ment. From the uncertain and undefined nature of 
the Engliſh conſtitution, doubts ſprang up in many, 
that this commiſſion was contrary to law; and it 
was repreſented in that light to James. He for- 
bore therefore #@ renew the commiſſion, till the 
fifteenth of his reign; when complaints roſe ſo 


high, with regard to the abuſes practiſed in priſons, 


that he thought himſelf obliged to overcome his 
ſcruples, and to appoint new commiſſioners, in- 
veſted with the ſame diſcretionary. powers, which 
Elizabeth had formerly conferred “. 

Uron the whole, we muſt conceive that monar- 
chy, on the acceſſion of the houſe of Stuart, was 
poſſeſſed of a very extenſive authority : An autho- 
rity, in the judgment of all, not exactly limited; 


in the judgment of ſome, not limitable. But, at 


the ſame time, this authority was founded merely 
on the opinion of the people, influenced by anti- 
ent precedent and example. It was not ſupporzed 
either by money or by force of.arms. And, for ie 
reaſon, ' we need not wonder, that the princes of 


that line were fo extremely jealous of their prero- 
gative; being ſenſible, that, when thoſe claims 
were raviſhed from them, they poſſeſſed no influ- 


ence, by which they could maintain their dignity. 


By the changes, which have ſince been introduced, 


the liberty and independence of individuals bas 

been rendered much more full, intire, and ſecure; 

that of the public more uncertain and precarious, 
We have had occaſion to remark, in ſo many 


aſtical go- inſtances, the bigotry, which prevailed in that age, 
VEInmentt eat we can look for no toleration among the dif- 


: _ ferent 


® Rymer, tom. ill. p. 117, 594- 
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ferent ſects. Two arians, under the title of here- * VI. 


tics, were puniſhed Wh fire during this period; 
and no one reign, ſince the reformation, had been 


free from like barbarities. Stowe ſays, that theſe 


arians were offered their pardon at the ſtake, if 
they would merit it by a recantation. A madman, 
—— called himſelf the Holy Ghoſt, was, without 
any indulgence for his frenzy, condemned by—he 
11 the ſame puniſhment. Len- 
ty pounds a month,, by law, eeuld be levied 
every one, who. frequented not the eſtabliſhed wor- 
ſhip. This rigorous law, however, had one-indul- 
gent clauſe, that the fines exacted ſhould not ex- 
ceed two thirds of the yearly income of the perſon. 
It had been uſual for Elizabeth to allow thoſe pe- 
nalties to run on for ſeveral years; and to levy 
them all at once, to the utter ruin of ſuch ca- 
tholics, as had incurred her diſpleaſure. James was 
more humane in this as in every other reſpect. The 
puritans formed a ſect, which ſecretly lurked in 
the church, but pretended not to any ſeparate wor- 
ſhip or diſcipline. An attempt of that kind would 
have been regarded as the moſt unpardonable 
enormity. 
Tu liberty of the preſs was incompatible with 
ſuc goon and ſuch principles of govern- 
ment,” 2 therefore quite unknown in that 
age. Bene LEN two terrible courts of tf ſtar-chamber 
and high-cotamiſſion, whoſe powers wes unlimited; 
Queen Elizabeth exerted her authority by reſtraints 
upon the-preſs. She paſſed a decree in her court 
of ſtar-chamber, that is; by her own will and plea- 
ſure, forbidding any book to be printed in any 
place but in London, Oxford, and Cambridge * : 
And another, in which ſhe prohibited, under ſe- 
vere penalties, the publiſhing any book or pam- 
phlet again} the form " meaning of any reſtraint or or- 
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Chap. VI. Arte, contained or to be contained, in any ftatute or 
laws of this realm, or in any injunction made or ſet 
forth by ber Majeſty or her privy council, or againſt the 
true fenſe or meaning of any letters patent, commiſſions 
or prohibitions under the. great ſeal of England T. 
James extended the ſame penalties to the import- 


1625. 


Manners. 


ing ſuch books from abroad §. And, to render 


thoſe edicts more effectual, he afterwards prohibit- 
ed the printing any book without a permiſſion from 


the Archbiſhop of Cznterbury, the Archbiſhop of 


York, the biſhop of London, or the vice chancel- 
Jor of one of the univerſities, or of ſome perſon ap- 


pointed by them |. 


c cage 
Tr manners of the nation were Del to the 


monarchical government, which prevailed ; 


contained not that ſtrange mixture, which, at pre- 
ſent, diſtinguiſhes England from all other coun- 
tries. Such violent extremes were then unknown, 
of induſtry and debauchery, frugality and profu- 
ſion, civility and ruſticity, fanaticiſm and ſcepti- 
ciſm. Candor, ſincerity, modeſty are the only 
qualities, which the Engliſh of that age poflelied 


in common with the preſent. 


Hic pride of family then prevailed; and it was 
by a dignity and ſtatelineſs of behavior, that the 
gentry and nobility diſtinguiſhed themſelves from 
Great riches, acquired by 
commerce, were more rare, and had not, as yet, 
been able to confound all ranks of men, and ren- 


the common people. 


and 


der money the chief foundation of diſtinction. 


Much ceremony took place in the common inter- 
courſe of life, and little familiarity was indulged 
The advantages, which reſult from 


ole : poſſeſſed 
of them need riot dread the near approaches of 


The diſtinctions of birth and title, 
being more empty and imaginary, ſoon vaniſh up- 


by the great. 
opulence, are ſo ſolid and real, that tho 


their inferiors. 
on familiar acceſs and acquaintance. 


+ Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 522. 


Ia. ibid. | 1d. p. 616. 


Tux expences of the great conſiſted in pomp Chap. VI. 


and ſhow and a numerous retinue rather than in 
convenience and true pleaſure. The Earl of Not- 
tingham, in his embaſly to Spain, was attended 
with 500 perſons : The Earl of Hertford, in that 
to Bruſſels, carried 300 gentlemen, along with him: 
Civil honors, which now u the firſt place, 
were, at that time, ſubordinate to the military. 
The young gentry and nobility were fond of di- 
ftinguiſhing themſelves by arms. The fury tee 
of duelꝭ prevailed more than at any time before or 
fince. This was the turn, that the romantic chi- 
valry, for which the nation was formerly ſo renown= 
ed, had lately taken. b 
LIBERTY of commerce betwixt the ſexes was 
indulged ; but without any licentiouſneſs of man- 
ners. The court was very little an exception to 
this obſervation. James had rather entertained an 
_ averſion and contempt for the females; nor were 
thoſe young courtiers, of whom he was fo fond, 
able to break thro' the eſtabliſhed manners of the 
nation. 5 
Tur country life prevails at preſent in England 
beyond any nation of Europe, exceptBeland; but 
it was then much more generally embraced by all 
the gentry. The increaſe of arts, pleaſures, and 
ſocial commerce, was juſt beginning to produce an 
inclination for the ſofter and more civilized life of 
the city. James diſcouraged, as much as poſſible, 
this alteration of manners. He,was wont to be 
very earneſt,” as Lord Bacon ee with the 
6: country-gentlemen to go from London to their 
„ country-ſeats. And ſometimes he would ſay thus 
to them: Gentlemen, at London, you are like ſhips 
„in a ſea, which ſhow like nothing ; but, in your 
* country-villages, you are like ſhips in a river, which 
% loo like great things *.“ | i 


& * 


* Apophthegms, 


He 
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tations. As Queen Elizabeth had perceived, with 


' regret, the increaſe of London, and had reſtrained 


F Pl £2 Hy 


all new buildings by proclamation ;. James, who 
found, that theſe edicts were not exactly obeyed, 


frequently renewed them; tho! a. 28 execution 
ſeems {till to have been wanting. *Re-iterated pro- 


0 . 615 


clamations he-ale-iſſned, in imitation of his prede- 
ceſſor; ape een ſevere menaces againſt 
the gentry, who lived in town . This policy is 
contrary to that, which has ever been practiſed by 


all princes, who ſtudied the increaſe of their au- 


thority. To allure the nobility to court; to en- 


them. in expenſive pleaſures or employments, 
which Etlieit fortune; to increaſe their ſub- 


gage 


jection to miniſters by attendance; to weaken their 
authority in the provinces by abſence : Theſe have 
bern the common arts of arbitrary government. 
But James' had no money to ſupport a ſplendid 


| Ae dal diba n. or beſtow on a numerous retinue of gentry 
442) ne glas and nobility. He thought too, that, by their liv- 


for arme 
© "3h! FONG 


ing together, they became more ſenſible of their 
own ſtrength, and were apt to indulge too-curious 


reſearches into matters of government. To reme- 
dy the preſent evil, he was deſirous of diſperſing 
them into their country ſeats ; where, he hoped, 
they would bear a more ſubmiſſive t reverence to his 
authority, and receive leſs ſupport from each other. 
But the contrary effect ſoon followed. The riches, 
amaſſed, during their reſidence at home, rendered 
them independent. The influence, acquired by 


hoſpitality, made them formidable. They would 


not be led by the court: They could not be driven: 
And thus the ſyſtem of the Engliſh government re- 
ceived a total and-a ſudden alteration in the courſe 
of leſs than forty years. | 

Tux firſt riſe of commerce and the arts had con- 
tributed, in preceding reigns, to ſcatter thoſe im- 


- menſe 
7 Rymer, tom. xvii. p· 632. 
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menſe fortunes of the barons, which rendered them Chap. VI, 
ſo formidable both to king and people. The far- 1625. 


ther progreſs of theſe advantages began, during 
this reign, to ruin the ſmall proprietors of land“; 
and, by both events, the gentry, or that rank-which 
compoſed the houſe of commons, enlarged their 
power and authority. The early improvements in 
luxury were ſeized by the greater nobles, whoſe for- 
tunes, placing them above frugality, or even cal- 
culation, were ſoon diſſipated in expenſive plea- 
ſures. Theſe improvements reached at laſt all men 
of property; and thoſe of ſlender fortunes, who, 
at that time, were-often men of family, imitating, 
thoſe of a rank immediately above them, reduced 
themſelves to poverty. Their lands, coming to 
fale, ſwelled the fortune of thoſe, who poſſeſſed 
riches ſufficient for the faſhionable expences; but 
who were not exempted from ſome care and atten- 
tion to their domeſtic ceconomy. oe. 
Tux gentry tes of that age were engaged in no 
expence, except that of country hoſpitality. No 
taxes were levied, no wars waged, no attendance 
at court expected, no bribery or profuſion required 
at elections ?. Could human nature ever reach 
happineſs, the condition of the Engliſh gentry, un- 
der ſo mild andybenign a prince, might merit that 
appellation. | | 


Tx condition of the King's revenue, as it ſtood Finances. 


in 1617, is thus ſtated & Of crown lands, 80,000 
pounds a- year; by cuſtoms and new impoſitions, 
=, | near 


Cabbala, p. 224. firſt edit. | © 

+ Men ſeem then to have been ambitious of repreſenting 
the counties, but careleſs of the burroughs. A ſeat, in the 
houſe was, in itſelf, of ſmall importance : But the former be- 
came a point of honor among the gentlemen, journ. 10. Feb, 
1620. Towns, which had formerly neglected their right of 
_— members, now began to claim it. Journ. 26. Feb. 
1623. 

5 See abſtract, or brief declaration of his Majeſty's revenue, 
with the aſſignations and defalcations upon the fame. 
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near 190,000 by wards and other various anther 
of ' revenue, beſide purveyance, 180,000. The 
whole amounting to 450,000. The King's ordi- 
nary diſburſements, by the ſame account, is ſaid to 
exceed this ſum thirry-ſix thouſand pounds *. All 
the extraordinary ſums, which he had raiſed by 
ſubſidies, loans, ſale of lands; ſale of the title of 
baronet, money payed by the ftates and by the 
King of France, benevolences, Sc. were, in the 
whole, about two millions, two hundred thouſand 
pounds. Of which the ſale of lands afforded feven 
hundred and ſeventy five thouſand pounds. The 
extraordinary diſburſements of the King amounted 
to two millions; beſide above four hundred thou- 
fand pounds given in preſents. Upon the whole, 
a ſufficient reaſon appears, partly from neceſſary 


expences, partly from want of ceconomy, why the 


ing, even early in his reign, was very deeply i in- 
volved | in debt. 


 FarMExs, not commiſſioners, levied the 1 


It ſeems, indeed, requiſite, that the former me- 


thod ſhould ns; os be tried before the latter; tho' 
a Bacre one. Men;swker- heir own intereſt i is 
concerned, /fall upon a hundred expedients to pre- 
vent fraud in the merchants; and theſe the public 


may afterwards | imitate, in eſtabliſhing proper rules 


for | its officers. 
Tr cuſtoms were N to amount to five 


Per cent. of the value, and were levied upon exports, 


as well as imports. Nay the impoſition upon ex- 
ports, by James's arbitrary additions, is ſaid to a- 
mount to twenty five per cent. This practice, fo 
hurtful to induſtry, prevails ſtill in France, Spain, 
and moſt countries of Europe, Tis ſtrange, that 


it ſhould alſo be continued in Ireland. The cuſ- 


toms in 1604, yielded 127,000 pounds a-year Þ : 


They 


ws The exceb was NEL y greater, as appears by ny . 


account, See chap. 2. 
+ Journ. 21. of May, 1 


Jo AM bf. - mh 


They roſe. to 160,000 pounds towards the end of Chap. VI. 
the reign *. 1645. 

InTEREST during this reign, was never below 
eight per cent : An indication of the great profits 
and ſmall progreſs of commerce. 

ALL the extraordinary ſupplies granted by the 
parliament, during this whole reign, amounted not 
to more than 630,000 pounds; which, divided a- 
mong twenty one years, makes 30,000 pounds a- 
year. | comprehend not thoſe ſupplies, amount- 
ing to 100,000 pounds, which were given the King 
by his laſt parliament. Theſe were paid into their 
commiſſioners; and the expences of the Spaniſh 
war would be much more than ſufficient to exhauſt 
them. The diſtreſſed family of the Palatine was 
a great burthen on James, during part of his reign. 
The King, it muſt be owned, poſſeſſed not fruga- 
lity, proportioned to the narrowneſs of his revenue. 
Splendid equipages, however, he did not affect, 
nor coſtly furniture, nor a luxurious table, nor pro- 
digal miſtreſſes. His buildings too were not ſump- 
tuous ; tho' the banquetting houſe-muſt not be for- 
got, as a monument, which does honor to his 
reign. Hunting was his chief amuſement, the 
cheapeſt pleaſure i in which a king can indulge him- 
ſelf, His expences were the effects of liberality, 
rather than of luxury. 

On day tis ſaid, while he was ſanding amid if 
ſome of his courtiers, a porter paſſed by, loaded 
with money, which he was carrying to the treaſury. 
The King obſerved, that Rich, afterwards Earl of 
Holland, one of, his handſome agreeable favorites, 
whiſpered ſomewhar to one ſtanding near him. 
Upon enquiry, he found, that Rich had ſaid, How 
bappy would that money make me] Without heſitation, 
James beſtowed it all upon him, tho' it amounted 
to 3000 pounds. He added, You think yourſelf very 
happy in obtaining ſo large a 1 Val Jam more hap- 


Py 2 


- Id, 31. May 1621. 
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3 Chap. VI. py, in having an opportunity of obliging a worthy man, 
F 1625. whom I love. The generoſity of James was more 
the reſult of a benign humor or light fancy than of 
reaſon or of judgment. The objects of it were ſuch 
| as could render themſelves agreeable to him in his 
I | looſe hours; not ſuch as were endowed with great 
merit, or who poſſeſſed talents or popularity, = 
2 could ſtrengthen his intereſt with the people. 
Lore %%)  SoBsIDIEs and fifteenths are frequently mention- 
. 7 ed by hiſtorians; but neither the amount of theſe 
taxes, nor the method of impoſing them have been 
well explained. It appears, that the fifteenths for- 
merly correſponded to the name, and were that pro- 
portionable part of the moveables . But a valua- 
tion being made, during the reign of Edward III. 
that valuation was always adhered to, and each 
town payed unalterably a particular ſum, which 
they themſelves aſſeſſed upon the inhabitants. The 
fame tax in corporate towns was called a tenth; 
probably, becauſe there it was, at firſt, a tenth of 
the moveables. The whole amount of a tenth and 
fifteenth thro the kingdom, or a fifteenth, as it is 
often more conciſely called, was about 29,000 
pounds +. The amount of a ſubſidy was not inva- 
riable, like that of a fifteenth. In the eighth of 
Elizabeth, a ſubſidy amounted to 120,000 pounds : 
In the fortieth, it was not above 78,000 f. It af- 
terwards fell to 70,000; and was:continually de- 
creaſing l. The reaſon is eaſily collected from the 
method of levying it. We may learn from the ſub?⸗k » 
fidy bills ““, that one ſubſidy was given for four 
ſhillings in the pound on land, and two ſhillings and 
eight pence on moveables thro*out the counties; a 
conſiderable tax, had it been ſtrictly levied. But 


Coke Inft. book iv. cap. 1. Of fifteens, quinzins. Id. 
ſubſidies temporary. 4 Journ, 11. July 1610, || Coke's 
inft. book iv. chap. 1. Subſidies temporary, * See ſta- 
tures at large. | | | 
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this was only the anciene ſtate of a ſubſidy, | During doch 


the reign of James, there was not paid the fiftiet 

part of that ſum. The tax was ſo far perſonal, that 
a man payed only in the county where he lived, 
tho” he ſhould poſſeſs eſtates in other counties; and 
the aſſeſſors formed a looſe eſtimation of his proper- 
ty, and rated him accordingly. To preſerve, how. 
ever, ſome rule in the eſtimation, it ſeems to have 
been the practice to keep an eye to paſt aſſefiments, 
and to rate every man according as his anceſtors, 


191 
1625; 


Ld 


or men of ſuch an eſtimated property, were accuſ. 


tomed to pay. This was a ſufficient reaſon, why 
ſubſidies. would not increaſe, notwithſtanding the 
great increaſe of money and improvement of rents. 
But there was an evident reaſon, why they continu- 
ally decreaſed. The favor, as is natural to ſuppoſe, 
ran always againſt the crown; eſpecially during the 
latter end of Elizabeth, when ſubſidies became nu- 
merous and frequent, and the ſums levied were con- 
ſiderable. The aſſeſſors, tho accuſtomed to have 


an eye to paſt eſtimations, were not bound to ob- 


ſerve any ſuch rule; but might rate anew any per- 
ſon, according to his preſent income. When rents 
fell, or parcels of an eſtate were ſold off, the pro- 
prietor was ſure to repreſent theſe loſſes, and obtain 
a diminution of his ſubſidy ; but where rents roſe, or 
new lands were purchaſed, he kept his own ſecret, 
and paid no more than formerly. The advantage, 
therefore, of every change was taken againſt the 
*crown; and the crown could obtain the advantage 
of none. And to make the matter worſe, the al- 
terations, which happened in property during this 
age were, in general, unfavorable to the crown. 
The ſmall proprietors, or twenty pound men (for 
none of leſs income payed any ſubſidy) went conti- 
nually to decay; and when their eſtates were ſwal- 

lowed up by a greater, the new purchaſer increaſed 
not his ſubſidy. So looſe indeed is the whole me- 
thod of rating ſubſidies, that the wonder * 
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Chap. VI. * the tax ſhould continually diminiſh ; but how 


1625. 


it yielded any revenue at all to the king. It be- 
camerkt laſt ſo unequal and. uncertain, that the par- 


 hament was obliged to change it for a land tax. 


The price of corn, during this reign, and by . 


ſequence, that of the other neceſſaries of life, was 
no lower, or was rather higher, than at preſent. 


By a proclamation of James, eſtabliſhing public 
magazines, whenever wheat fell below thirty-two 
ſhillings a quarter, rye below eighteen, barley be- 


low ſixteen, the commilſioners were empowered to 
purchaſe corn for the magazines. Theſe prices 
then are to be regarded as low; tho they would 


paſs for very high by our preſent eſtimation. The 


beſt wool, during the greateſt part of James's reign, 
was at thirty-three ſhillings a tod : Ar preſent, it is 
not above two thirds of that value; tho' it is to be 


preſumed, that our exports in woollen goods are 


_ conſiderably increaſed. The finer manufactures 


too, by the progreſs of art and induſtry, have been 


kept pretty near at the ſame value, if they have not 


rather diminiſhed, notwithſtanding the great increaſe 


of money. In Shakeſpear, the hoſteſs tells Falſtaff, 
that the ſhirts ſhe boughr him were holland at eight 


ſhillings a yard; a very high price at this day. 


even ſuppoſing, what is not probable, that the beſt 
holland at that time. was equal in goodneſs to the 
beſt which can now be purchaſed. . In hke manner, 


a yard of velvet, about the middle of Elizabeth's 


reign, was valued at two and twenty ſhillings T. I 


have not been able by any inquiry to learn the com- 


mon price of butcher meat during the reign of 
James: But as bread is the chief article of food, 


and its price regulates that of every thing elſe, we 
may preſume, that cattle bore a high value as well 
as corn. Beſides, we muſt Conliger, that the ge- 


naeral 


25 Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 5 26. ＋ dig. e or 
dialogue inſerted in the Memoirs of Wool. chap. 23. 


was the converting arable into paſture: A 

proof that the latter was found more profitable, and 
conſequently that all butcher meat, as well as bread, 
was confideraBly higher than at preſent. We have 
a a regulation of the market with regard to poultry. 
and ſome other articles, very early in Charles 
Fs reign ; and the prices are high. A turkey 


cock four ſhillings and ſixpence, a turkey hen three 


ſhillings, a pheaſant cock ſix ſhillings, a pheaſant 
hen five ſhillings, a partridge one ſhilling, a gooſe 
rol ſhillings a capon two and ſixpence, a pullet 
one and ſixpence, a rabbit eight pence, a dozen of 
Pigeons ſix ſhillings. We muſt conſider, that Lon- 
don at preſent is more than three times the bulk it 
was at that time. A circumſtance which much in- 
creaſes the price of poultry and of every thing that 


cannot conveniently be brought from a diſtance.” 


The chief difference in expence betwixt that age 
and the preſent conſiſts in the imaginary wants of 


men, which have ſince extremely multiplied. Theſe - 


are the principal reaſons, why James's revenue 
would go farther than the ſame money in our time: 
tho' the difference is not ſo great as is uſually ima- 
gined, . Las” e 
THe public was entirely free from the great dan- 
ger and expence of a ſtanding army. While James 


Arms. 


was vaunting his divine vicegerency, and boaſting 


of an almoſt unlimited prerogative, he poſſeſſed not 
ſo much as a ſingle regiment of guards to maintain 
his extenſive claims: A ſufficient proof, that he ſin- 
cerely believed his pretenſions to be well grounded, 
and a ſtrong preſumption, that they were at leaſt 
built on plauſible arguments. The militia of En- 
gland, amounting to 160,000 men , were the ſole 


defence of the kingdom. *Tis pretended, that key 


4 Rymer, tom. xix. p. 511. Journ. 1. March 1623. 
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Chap. VIywere kept in very good order during this reign . 


1625. 


The city of bee eee who had ſerved a- 
hroad, and who taught the trained bands their ex- 
exeiſes in the artillery- garden; a practice Which had 


been diſcontinued ſince 1388. All the counties of 


* 


England, in emulation of the capital, were fond of 
ſhowing a well ordered and well appointed militia, 
The natural propenſity of men towards military 
ſhows and exerciſes will always be ſufficient, along 
with a little attention of the ſovereign, to excite and 


ſupport this ipirjt in any nation. The very boys, at 


this time, in-mmickry-of their elders, inliſted them- 
ſelves voluntarily into companies, elected officers, 
and practiſed the diſcipline, of which the models were 
every day expoſed to their obſervation *. Sir Edward 
Harwood, in a memorial compoſed at: the beginning 
of the ſubſequent reign, ſays, that England was ſo 
unprovided of - horſes fit for war, that 2000 men 
could not poſſibly be mounted thro'cut the whole 
kingdom F. At preſent, the breed of horſes is ſo 
much improved, that almoſt all thoſe employed, 
either for the plough, waggon, or coach, would” be 
fit for that purpoſe. e. 

Tux diſorders. of Ireland ige — to Aber 
up ſome forces there, and put him to a great charge, 
The common pay of a private man in the infantry 
was eight pence a-day, a lieutenant two ſhillings, 
an enſign eighteen pence f. The armies in Europe 
were not near ſo numerous, during that age; and 
the private men, we may obſerve, were:drawn from 
a better rank than at preſent, and ne nearer 
to that of the officers . 


bn 
[ 3 See allo Sir. Walter Raleigh of the n 


of parliament, and Johnſtoni hift. lib. 18. Stowe. + In 
the Harleyan miſcellany, vol. iv. p. 255. 4 Rymer, tom. 


xvi. p. 717. In older times, ſoldiers were ſtill of a higher 


rank. Fhe Duke of Clarence, fon to- Edward III. hen Lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, had for "the pay of his army theſe ap- 
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* 2 ear 1583, there was a general review Chap. VI. 
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2 of all the men in England capable of bearing 2605. 


arms; and theſe were found'to amount to 1,172,000 | 


men, according to Raleigh $. It is impoſſible to 
warrant the exactneſs of this computation; or ra- 
ther, we may fairly preſume it to be ſomewhat in- 
accurate. But, if it approached near the truth, En- 
gland has probably, ſince that time, increaſed much 
1 The growth of London, in riches 
beauty, as well as numbers of inhabitants, has 
been prodigious. From 1600, it doubled every 
forty years; and conſequently in 1680, it con- 
tained four times as many inhabitants, as at the be- 
ginning of the century. It has ever been the center 
of all the trade in the kingdom; and almoſt the only 
town -which affords ſociety and amuſement. The 


_ affection, which the Engliſh bear to a country life, 


makes the provincial towns be little frequented by 
the gentry. Nothing but the allurements of the ca- 


pital, which is favored by the reſidence of the king, 


by being the ſeat of government; and of all the 
courts-of law, can prevail over heir paſſion for thier 
rural villas. 


Lonpon, at this time, was almoſt intirely built 


of wood, and in every reſpect, was certainly a very 


ugly city. The Earl of Arundel firſt introduced the 
practice of brick buildings FF. 


Tur navy of England was eſteemed very ani! Navy.” 


dable in Elizabeth's time, yet it conſiſted only of 
thirty three ſhips beſides pinnaces “: And the larg- 


eſt of theſe would not equal our fourth rates at pre- 


ſent. og adviſes never to build a ſhip of war 


pointments. For himſelf thirteen ſhillings and four pence a- 


day, for his knights two ſhillings a piece, for his archers fix 


nce. This laſt would now be equal to a crown a-day. Sir 


ohn Davies, 35. edit. 174 ot the invention of ſhip- 
ping, YO e fir William „ Sir Edward Wal- 
er's political diſcourſes, p. 270. inſt. book iv. 


; us 


* 1 * in — for ihe navy. 
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new ſhips, an 


thro' increaſe of wealth in the common 
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Chap. VI. above 600 tuns +. James was not negligent of the 


navy. | In five * preceding 1623, he built ten 
di expended fifty thouſand pounds a- 
year on the fleet, beſide the ws: hs of thirty fix thou. 


land pounds in timber, which he annually gave from 
the royal foreſts t. The largeſt ſhip that ever had 


come from the Engliſh docks, was buik during this 


reign. She was only 1400 tuns, and carried ſixty 


four guns j. The merchant ſhips, in Caſes of ne- 
ceſlity, were converted inſtantly into ſhips of war. 
Every ſeſſion of parliament, during this whole 


reign, we meet with grievous lamentations of the 


decay of trade and the growth of popery : Such vi- 
olent propenſity have men to complain of the pre- 
ſent times, and to entertain diſcontents againſt their 
fortune and condition. The King himſelf was de- 
ceived by theſe popular complaints, and was at a 

{s to account for the total want of money, which 
he heard ſo much exaggerated $. It may however 
be affirmed, that, during no period of Engliſh, hiſ- 
tory, was there a more ſenſible increaſe, than dur- 
ing the reign of this monarch, of all the advan- 
tages, which diſtinguiſh a flouriſhing people. Not 
only the peace, which he procured, was favorable 
to induſtry and commerce: His turn of mind in- 
clined him to promote the peaceful arts: And trade 
being as yet in its infancy, all additions to it would 
be the more evident to every eye, which was not 
blinded by aalen nee . 


By 


4 By Raleigb's account in bi diſcourſe of the firſt invention 
of ſhipping, the fleet in the twenty ſourth of the Queen, con- 
ſiſted only of thirteen ſhips, and were augmented afterwards 
eleven. He probably reckoned ſome pinnaces, which oke cal- 
led ſhips. + Journ. 11th of March 1623. || Stowe. 
F Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 413. | 
That of the honeſt hiſtorian Stowe Alva not to bave 
been of this aumber. The great . of God, ſays he, 
bjects of this nd 
« — upon the citizens of London ; fach within men's 


© memory, 


> wt » . 71 pw * „ — * * — Y x . *S 0 r 
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"By an account *, Which ſeems judicious and ac- _ 1 8 


curate, it appears, that all the ſeamen, employed 

in the merchants ſervice, amdunted to 10,000 men, 
which probably exceeds not the ſixth part of their 
preſent number, Sir Thomas Overbury fays, that 

the Dutch poſſeſſed three times more ſhipping than | 
the "Engliſh, but that their ſhips were of inferior ; 
burden to thoſe of the latter F. 


A catalogue of the manufactures, für which the Manufac- 


Engliſh were then eminent, would appear very con- tures. 
temptible in compariſon « of thoſe, which flouriſh a- 
mong them at preſent. ' ' Almoſt all the more ela- 
borate and curious arts were only cultivated abrcad, 
particularly in Italy. Ship- building and founding of 
iron-cannon were the ſole, in which the Engliſh ex- 
celled. They ſeem, indeed, to have poſſeſſed a- 
lone the ſecret of the latter; and great complaints 
were made every parliament a8 the exportation 
of Engliſh ordinance. 
Nixx tenths of the commerce of the kingdom 
conliſted in woollen goods 1. Wool, however, was 
8 r 5 aber 


80 memory, and chiefly within theſe few years of peace, that, ex- 
« cept there were now due mention ef ſome ſort made thereof, 
« it would in time to come be held incredible, Sc.“ In another 
place, * Amongſt the manifold tokens and ſigns of the infinite. 
pleſſings of Almighty God beſtowed upon this kingdom, by 
* the wondrous and merciful eſtabliſhing of peace within 'our- 
46 ſelves, and the full benefit of concord with all chriſtian na- 
« tions and others: Of all which graces let no man dare 
<« to preſume he can ſpeak too much; whereof in truth there 
„can never be enough ſaid, neither was there ever any 
85 bag ieſs conſiderate and leſs thankful than at this time, 
< being not willing to endure the memory of their preſent hap- 

<« pineſs, as well in the univerſal increaſe of commerce and 
« traffic thro out the kingdom, great building of royal ſhips and 
% by private merchants, the re-peopling of cities, towns, and 
„ villages, beſide the indiſcernible and ſudden increaſe of fair 
« and coſtly buildings, as well within the city of London as 
« 85. ſuburbs thereof. SA within theſe twelve apy: 
66 . 

"> The trade's increaſe i in the Harle an miſe. vol. iii. 

+ Remarks on his travels, JE c. vol. ii. p. 349 

7 Journ. 26 May 1621. 
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Chap. Vr. allowed to be exported, till the 19th of the King. 
025. Its exportation was then forbid by proclamation. 
tho' that edit was never ſtrictly executed. Moſt 

of the cloth was exported raw, and was dyed and 

dreſſed by the Dutch; who gained, tis pretended, 

700, ooo pounds =; Ha by this manufacture J. A 
prohibition, iſſued by the King, to export cloth in 

that condition, had ſucceeded ſo ill, during one year, 

by the refuſal of the Dutch to buy the dreſſed cloth, 

that great murmurs aroſe againſt it; and this mea- 

ſure was retracted by the King, and complained of 

by the nation, as if it had been the moſt impolitic 

in the world. It ſeems indeed to have been prema- 


ture. 55 F 
Ix fo little credit was the fine Engliſh cloth even 
q. at home, that the King was obliged to ſeek expe- 


dients, by which he might oblige the people of fa- 
ſhion to wear it . The manufacture of fine linen 
was totally unknown in the kingdom *#.. | 
Tur company of merchant-adventurers, by their 
patent, poſſeſſed the ſole commerce of woollen goods, 
tho' the ſtaple commodity of the nation. An at- 
tempt, made during the reign of Elizabeth, to lay, 
open this important trade, had been attended with 
bad conſequences for a time, by a conſpiracy of the 
merchant-adventurers, - not to make any purchaſes 
of cloth; and the Queen immediately reſtored them 
their patent. 006730 e [ 
Tux were groundleſs fears of a like accident, 
that enſlaved the nation to thoſe excluſive compa- 
nies, which confined ſo much every branch of com- 
merce and induſtry. The parliament, however, 
annulled, in the third of the King, the patent of 
Journ. 2oth May 1614. Raleigh, in his obſeryations, 
computes the loſs at 400,000 pounds ta the nation. There 
are about 80,000 undreſſed cloths, ſays he, tranſported yearly. 
"He computes, beſides that, about 100,000 pounds a-year had 
been loſt by kerſies; not to mention other article. 
$ Rymer, tom xvii. p. 415, , d. ibid. 
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the Spaniſh company ; and Pl” to Spain, which Chap. VL 
was, at firſt, very inſignificant, ſoon became the 625. 
moſt conſiderable; in the kingdom. *Tis ftrange, 

that they were not thence encourgged to aboliſh all 

the other corgpanies, and that they went no farther 
than obliging them to enlarge their amen and to 
facilitate the entrance of new adventurers. : 

A board of trade was erected by the Ming i in 
1622 *. One of the reaſons, aſſigned in the com- 
miſſion, is to remedy the low price of wools, which 

| begot complaints of the decay of the woollen manu- 
factory. Tis more probable, however, that this fall 
of prices proceeded, from the great increaſe of wool. 
The King like was recommends it to the commif- 5 
ſioners to inquire and examine, whether. a greater 
freedom of trade and an exemption from the re- 
ſtraint of excluſive companies, would not be bene- 
ficial. Men were then e by their own pre- 
judices ; andthe. King was juſtly. afraid of embrac- 
ing a bold meaſure, whoſe conſequences might be 
uncertain. The digeſting, of a navigation- act, of 
a like nature with the famous one executed after- 
wards by the republican Parliament, is like ways re- 
commended to the commiſſioners. The arbitrary 
powers, then commonly aſſumed by. the privyiconn- 
ci], appear can thio' the, whole tenor al the 


commiſſion.” | 
Taz ſilk manufacture had no e in | Eng] pd): | 
But, by James's direction, mulberry-trees” were ; 


planted, and ſilk- worms introduced . The cli 
mate ſeems averſe to the execution of this project. e han; ;, 
GREENLAND is thought to have been diſcovered gau. — | 
during this teign ; and the whale-fiſhery was carried ad = 
on with great ſucceſs: But the induſtry» of the . 7 
Dutch, in ſpite of all oppoſition, ſoon deprived the - 
Engliſh of this ſource. of riches. A company was 
erected for the diſcovery of the north-weſt pallage z 


Pg Hig 


Fs. 
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Chap. VI. and many fruitleſs attempts were made for that pur- 


1625. 


poſe. In ſuch noble projects, deſpair ought never 


to be admitted, till the abſolute ne 1882 of ſuc- 


ceſs be fully aſcertained. 
Tx paſſage tb the Eaſt Indies had been 


to the Engliſh during the reign of Elizabeth ; but 


the trade to thoſe parts of the world was not fully 


eſtabliſhed, till this reign, when the Eaſt India com- 
pany received a new patent, enlarged their ftock to 


1,500,000 pounds *, and ſet out ſeveral ſhips on 


theſe adventures. In 1609, they built a veſſel of 
1200 tun, the largeſt merchant-ſhip, which England: 
had ever known. She was unfortunate, and pe- 
riſned by ſhip-wreck. In 1611, a large ſhip of the 


company, aſſiſted by a pinnace, maintained five ſe- 


veral engagements with a ſquadron of Portugueſe, 
and gained a compleat victory over forces much ſu- 


perior. During the following years, the Dutch 
company were guilty of great injuries towards the 
Engliſh, in expelling many of their factors, and de- 
ſtroying their ſettlements: But theſe violences were 
reſented with a proper ſpirit by the court of England. 
A naval force was equipped under the Earl of Ox- 
ford , and lay in wait for the return of the Dutch 
Eaſt India-fleet. By reaſon of croſs winds, Oxford 
failed of his purpoſe, and the Dutch eſcaped. Some- 
time after, one ſhip, full of riches, was taken by 
Vice-admiral Merwin; and it was ſtipulated by the 


Dutch to pay 50,000 pounds to the Engliſh com- 


pany, in conſideration of the injuries, which that 
company had ſuffered f. But neither this ſtipula- 
tion, nor the fear of reprizals, nor the ſenſe of that 


_ friendſhip, which ſubſiſted betwixt England and the 


ſtates, could reſtrain the avidity of the Dutch com- 


pany, or render them equitable in their proceedings 
towards their e * patient to have ſole poſſeſ- 


ſion 


8 26th Nov. 1621, + In 1622. | 
t Jobb bit. lib. 19. e 
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ſion of the ſpice- trade, which the Engliſh then ſhar- Chap. VE 
ed with them, they aſſumed a juriſdiction over a 645. 


factory of the latter in the iſland of Amboyna; and 
under very improbable, and even abſurd pretexts, 
ſeized all the factors with their families, and put 
them to death with the moſt inhuman tortures. 
This diſmal news arrived in England at the time, 
when James, by the prejudices of his ſubjects and 
the intrigues of his favorite, was forced into a breach 


with Spain; and he was obliged, after ſome remon- 


ſtrances, to acquieſce in this indignity from a ſtate, 
whoſe alliance was now become neceſſary to him. 
Tis remarkable, that the nation, almoſt without a 


murmur, ſubmitted to an injury from their proteſ— 


tant confederates; and to an injury, which, beſide 
the horrid enormity of the action, was of much 
deeper importance to national intereſt, than all thoſe 
which they were ſo impatient to reſent from the 
hone of Kunst „ 


.. WrarT chiefly renders the reign of James me- Colonies, 


morable, is the commencement of the Engliſh co- 
lomies in America; colonies eftabliſhed on the no- 
bleſt footing, that has been known in any age or 
nation. The Spaniards, being the firſt diſcoverers of 

the new world, immediately took poſſeſſion of the 
precious mines, which they found there; and, by 


the allurement of great riches, they were tempted 


to depopulate their own country as well as that 
which they conquered; and added the vice of ſloth 
to thoſe of avidity and barbarity, which had attend- 
ed their adventurers in thoſe renowned enterprizes. 
That fine coaſt was intirely neglected, which reaches 
from St. Auguſtine to Cape Breton, and which'lies 
in all the temperate climates, is watered by noble 
rivers, and offers a fertile ſoil, but nothing more, 
to the induſtrious planter. Peopled gradually from 
England by the neceſſitous and indigent, who, at 
home, increaſed neither wealth nor populouſneſs, 
the colonies, which were planted along that tract, 
| | haye 
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Chap. VE have promoted the. navigation, encouraged” the in- 
1625. duſtry, and even multiplied the inhabitants of their 
mother- country. The ſpirit of independency, which 


was reviving in England, here ſhone forth in its full 
luſtre, and received new acceſſion! of force from 
the aſpiring character of thoſe, who, being diſcon- 
tented with the eſtabliſhed church and monarchy, 
had ſought for freedom amid thoſe ſavage deſerts. 
The ſeeds of many a noble ſtate have been ſown in 
climates, kept deſolate by the-wild manners of the 
antient inhabitants; and an aſylum ſecured, in that 
ſolitary world, for liberty and ſcience, if ever the 
ſpreading of unlimited empire, or the inroad of bar- 
barous nations, ſhould again extinguiſh them i in 
this turbulent and reſtleſs hemiſpheree. 

Quxxx Elizabeth had done little more than given 
a name to the continent of Virginia; and after 
planting one feeble colony, which quickly decayed, 
that country was intirely abandoned. But when 


peace put an end to the warlike: enterprizes againſt 


Spain, and left ambitious ſpirits no hopes of making 
any longer ſuch rapid advances towards honor and 
fortune, the nation began to ſecond the pacific in- 
tentions of its monarch, and to ſeek a ſurer, tho“ 
lower expedient, for acquiring riches and glory. 
In 1606, Newport carried over a colony and began 
a ſettlement; which the company, erected by pa- 
tent for that purpoſe in London and Briſtol, took 
care to ſupply with yearly recruits of proviſions, 
utenſils, and new inhabitants. About 1609, Argal 
diſcovered a more direct and ſhorter paſſage to Vir- 
ginia, and left the tract of the antient navigators, 
who had firſt directed their courſe ſouthwards to the 
tropic, ſailed weſtward by means of the trade-winds, 
and then turned northward, till they reached the 
Engliſh ſettlements. The ſame year, five hundred 
perions under Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George 
Somers were embarked for Virginia, Somers's 


Nup, meeting with a tempeſt, was driven into Ber- 
muas, 


n 
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mudas, and laid the foundation of a fonloment'] in Chap. VI. 


thoſe iſlands. Lord Delawar afterwards undertook 
the government of the Engliſh colonies; But not- 
withſtanding all his care, ſeconded by ſupplies 
from James, and money raiſed from the firſt lot- 
tery ever known in the kingdom, ſuch difficulties 
attended the ſettlement of theſe countries, that, in 
1614, there were not alive more than 400 men, of 
all that had been ſent thither. After ſupplying 
themſelves with proviſions more tmmeciately requi- 
{ite for the ſupport of life, the new planters began 
the cultivating tobacco; and James, notwithſtand- 
ing his antipathy to that drug, gave them permil- 
ſion to enter it in England; and he prohibited all 
importation from Spain. By degrees, new colo- 
nies were eſtabliſhed in that continent, and gave 
new names to the places where they ſettled, leaving 
that of Virginia to the province firſt planted, 
SeecuLATive reaſoners, during that age, raiſed 
many objections: to the planting thoſe? remote colo- 
nies; and foretold, that, after draining their mo- 
ther-country of inhabitants, they would ſoon ſhake 
off her yoke, and erect an independent government 
in America: But time has ſhown, that the views, 
entertained by thoſe who encouraged ſuch generous 


undertakings, were more juſt and ſolid. A mild 
government and great naval force have preſerved, 


and may long preſerve the dominion of England 
over her colonies. And ſuch advantage have com- 
merce and navigation reaped from theſe eſtabliſh- 
ments, that more than half of the Engliſh ſhippidg 
is at preſent computed. to be employed in carrying 
on the traffic with the American , ſettlements. icq 

AGRICULTURE was antiently. very imperfect. in 
England. The ſudden. tranſitions, ſo often men- 
tioned by hiſtorians, from the loweſt to the higheſt 


Joes * grain. and the prodigzaps inequality of its 


value 


« Kym, tom, xviii. p. 621, 633. 
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the produce depended intirely on the ſeaſon, and 
that art had, as yet, done nothing to fence againſt 


the injuries 'of the heavens. During this reign, 
conſiderable improvements were made, as in moſt 


Learning 
and arts. 


arts, ſo in this, the moſt beneficial of any. A 
numerous catalogue might be formed of books 
and pamphlets, treating of huſbandry, which were 
wrote about this time. The nation, however, was 
fill dependent on foreigners for daily bread; and tho 
its exportation of grain now forms a conſiderable 
branch of its commerce, notwithſtanding its in- 
creaſe of people, there was, at that time, a regu- 
lar import from the Baltic; and if ever it ſtop 


the bad conſequences were very ſenſibly felt by the 


nation. Sir. Walter Raleigh in his obſervations com- 
putes, that two millions went out at one time for 
corn. It was not till the 5th of Elizabeth, that the 
exportation of corn had ever been allowed in En- 
gland; and Cambden obſerves, that agriculture, 
from that moment, received new life and vigor. 

Tur endeavors of James, or more properly 
ſpeaking, thoſe of the nation, for the promotion of 
trade, were attended with greater ſucceſs than thoſe 
for the encouragement of learning. Tho' the age 
was by no means deſtitute of eminent writers, a ve- 
ry bad taſte in general prevailed during that period; 
and the monarch himſelf was not a little infected 
with it. 

Ox the firſt origin of letters among the Greeks, 
the genius of poets and orators, as might naturally 
be expected, was diſtinguiſhed by an amiable ſim- 
plicity, which, whatever rudeneſs might ſometimes 
attend it, is ſo fitted to expreſs the genuine move- 
ments of nature and paſſion, that the compoſitions, 
poſſeſſed of it, muſt for ever appear valuable to the 
diſcerning part of mankind. The glaring figures of 
diſcourſe, the pointed antitheſis, the unnatural con- 
ceit, the jingle of words; ſuch fai ornaments are 

| not 


* 


— 


1 : PETE.” 
7 D g 6 45 
1 * : 
» ” EE . : % * 
p . 1 * : 
_ —— 4 a 1 _ * * 9 . p * 
1 - * 4 


not employed by early writers; not becauſe they Chap. VI. 


were rejected, but becauſe they ſcarce ever occurred 
to them. An eaſy, unforced ſtrain of ſentiment 
runs thro? their compoſitions ; tho' at the ſame time 
we may obſerve, that, amid the moſt elegant ſim- 
plicity of thought and expreſſion, one is ſometimes 
ſurpriſed to meet with a poor conceit, which had 
preſented itſelf unſought for, and which the author 
had not acquired critical obſervation enough to con- 
demn *. A bad taſte ſeizes with avidity theſe fri- 
volous beauties, and even perhaps a good taſte, 'ere 
ſurfeited by them: They multiply every day more 
and more, in the faſhionable compoſitions : Nature 
and good ſenſe are neglected : Laboured ornaments, 
ſtudied and admired: And a total degeneracy of 
ſtyle and language prepares the way for barbariſm 
and ignorance. Hence the Aſiatic manner was 
found to depart ſo much from the ſimple purity of 
Athens: {Hence that tinſel eloquence, which is ob- 
ſervable in many of the Roman writers, from which 
Cicero himſelf is not wholly exempted, and which 
ſo much prevails in Ovid, Seneca, Lucan, Marnal, 
and. the Plinys. | 
On the revival of letters, when the judgment of 
the public is, as yet, raw and unformed, this falſe 
gliſter catches the eye, and leaves no room, either 
in eloquence or poetry, for the durable beauties of 
ſolid ſenſe and lively paſſion. The reigning genius 
is then diametrically oppolite to that which prevails 
| on 

* The name of Polynices, one of Oedipus's ſons, means in 
the original uch quarrelling. In the altercations betwixt the 
two brothers, in Æſchylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, this con- 
ceit is employed; and 'tis remarkable, that fo poor a conun- 
drum could not be rejected by any of theſe three poets; ſo juſt- 
ly celebrated for their taſte and ſimplicity. What could Shake- 
ſpeare have done worſe? Terence has his inceptio eft amentium, 
non amantium. Many ſimilar inſtances will occur to the learn- 
ed. Tis well known, that Ariſtotle treats very ſeriouſly of 


puns, divides them into ſeveral claſſes, and recommends the 
uſe of them to orators. | 1 
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Chap. VI. on the firſt origin of arts. The Italian writers, tis 
1626. evident, even the moſt celebrated, have not reached 
the proper ſimplicity of thought and compoſition; 


and in Petrarch, Taſſo, Guarini, frivolous witticiſins 


Ne forced conceits are but too predominant. The 

— riod, during which letters were cultivated in 

5 Italy, was ſo ſhort as ſcarce to allow leiſure for cor- 
e this adulterated reliſh. 

Tu more early French writers are liable to the 

FAR reproach. Voiture, Balzac, even Corneille, 

have too much affected thoſe ambitious ornaments, 

| of which the Italians in general, and the leaſt pure 

[| of the antients, ſupplied them with ſo many mo- 

5 * dels. And 'twas not till late, that obſervation and 

5 reflection gave riſe to a more natural turn of 

=: thoughtand compoſition among that elegant people. 

" 1 A like character may be extended to the firſt 

* Engliſh writers; ſuch as flouriſhed during the reign 

of Elizabeth and James, and even till long after- 

} | wards. Learning, on its revival in this ifland, was 


at the time of its decay among the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. And, what may be regarded as a misfor- 
rune, the Engliſh writers were poſſeſſed of great 


of taſte, and by that means gave a kind of ſanc- 
tion to thoſe forced turns and ſentiments, which 
they fo much affected. Their diſtorted concep- 
tions are attended with ſuch vigor of mind, that 
we admire the imagination, which produced them; 
as much as we blame the want of judgment, 
Which gave them admittance. ' To enter into an 
exact criticiſm of the writers of that age would 
exceed our preſent purpoſe. A ſhort character of 
the moſt eminent, delivered with the ſame free- 
dom, which hiſtory exerciſes over kings and mi- 
niſters, may not be improper. . The national pre- 
poſſeſfions, which prevail, ma perhaps render the 
ormer r liberty not the leaſt peri ous for an author. 


attired in the ſame unnatural garb, which it wore 


genius before they were endued with any degree 


— 
1 — 


; 


: 
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without any inſtruction, either from the worldor from 
books, he may be regarded as a prodigy: If repre- 


ſented as a PoeT, capable of furniſhing a proper en- 


tertainment to a refined or intelligent audience, we 
muſt abate bee hat of this eulogy. In his compo- 
ſitions, we regret, that great irregularities, and even 
fmetmes abſurdities ſhould ſo frequently disfigure 
the animated and paſſionate ſcenes intermixt with 
them; and at the ſame time,. we perhaps admire the 
more thoſe beauties, 'on account of their being ſur- 
rounded with ſuch deformities. A ſtriking peculia- 


rity of ſentiment, adapted to a ſingular character, he 
frequently hits, as it were by inſpiration; but a 


reaſonable propriety of thought he cannot, for any 
time, uphold. Nervous and pictureſque expreſſions 
as well as deſcriptions, abound in him; but᷑ is in 
vain we look either for eertiaued purity or limpli- 
eity of diction. His total ignorance of all thea- 
trical art and conduct, however material a defect; 
yet, as it affects the ſpectator rather than the rea- 
der, we can — excuſe, than that want 
of taſte, which often prevails in his productions, 


and which gives way, only by intervals, to the ir- 


radiations of genius. A great and fertile genius he 
certainly poſſeſſed, and one enriched equally with 


a tragic and comic vein; but, he ought to be 


cited as a proof, how dangerous it is to rely on 
theſe advantages alone for the attaining an excel- 
lence in the finer arts *. And there may even re- 
main a ſuſpicion, that we over- rate, if poſſible, the 


greatneſs of his genius; in the ſame manner as 


bodies often appear more gigantic, on account of 
their being diſproportioned and -miſhapen. He 
died in 1617, aged 53 years. 25 
1 EL KOT: JonnsoN 
© * Javenire etiam barbari ſolent, diſponere et ernare nan nift eru- 


 Aitus., PLIN. 
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25 Tr. Shakeſpeare be conſidered as a Man, born Chap. VI. 
in a rude age, and educated in the loweſt manner, 653. 
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1 Chap, VI. Johxsox poſſeſſed all the learning, which was 
5 1625. wanting to Shakeſpeare, and wanted all the ge- 
1 nius, of which the other was poſſeſſed. Both of 
5 them were equally deficient in taſte and elegance, 
| in harmony and correctneſs. A ſervile copiſt of 
* the antients, Johnſon tranſlated into bad Engliſh, 
1 the beautiful paſſages of the Greek and Roman 
| authors, without accommodating them to the man- 
ners of his age and country. His merit has been 
totally eclipſed by that of Shakeſpeare, whoſe rude 
genius prevailed over the rude art of his contempo- 
rary. The Engliſh theatre has ever ſince taken a 
ſtrong tincture of Shakeſpeare's ſpirit and charac- 
ter; and thence it has proceeded, that the nation 
have undergone, from all their neighbors, the re- 
7 proach of barbariſm, from which their many va- 
1 luable productions in other parts of learning, would 
3 other ways have exempted them. Johnſon had a 
150 penſion of a hundred marks from the King, which 
1  __ Charles afterwards augmented to a hundred pounds. 
4 Hie died in 1637, aged 63. 8 5 
FalIRF Ax has tranſlated Taſſo with an elegance 
and eaſe, and, at the ſame time, with an exact- 
5 neſs, Which, for that age, are ſurprizing. Each 
ll | line in the original is faithfully rendered by a correſ- 
1 pondent line in the tranſlation. Harrington's tranſla- 
tion of Arioſto is not likeways without its merit. 
Tis to be regreted that theſe poets ſhould have imi- 
tated the Italians in their ſtanza, which has a pro- 
lixity and uniformity in it, that diſpleaſes in long 
performances. They had otherways, as well as 
Spencer, who went before them, contributed much 
to the poliſhing and refining/the Engliſh verſifica- 
ö non. TY . 1 57 TO | 
ö IN Donne's ſatyres, when carefully inſpected, 
there appear ſome flaſhes of wit and ingenuity; 
| but theſe totally ſuffocated and buried by the harſh- 
| eſt and moſt uncouth expreſſion, which is any where 
3 to be met with : * 


Ir 


- 


ir the poetry of the Engliſh was ſo rude and Chap. VI. 
| imperfect during that age, we may reaſonably ex- 025+... 
pect, that their proſe would be liable to ſtill greater 
objections. Tho' the latter appears the more 
eaſy, as it is the more natural method of compo- 
ſition ; .it has ever in practiſe been found the more 
rare and difficult; and there ſcarce is an inſtance, 

. in any language, that it has reached a degree of 
perfection, before the refinement of poetical num- 
bers and expreſſion. Engliſh proſe, during the > 
reign of James, was wrote with little regard to the | 


_ T 


ny 
rules of grammar, and with a total diſregard of | | 
the elegance and harmony- of the period. Stuffed | 
with Latin ſentences and citations, it likeways imi- | 


tated thoſe inverſions, which, however forcible and | 
graceful in the antient languages, are intirely con- 1 
trary to the idiom of the Engliſh. I ſhall indeed j 
venture to affirm, that, whatever uncouth phraſes 
and expreſſions occur in old books, they were ow- i 
ing chiefly to the unformed taſte of the author; | 1 
and that the language, ſpoke in the courts of Eli- | 
zabeth and James, was very little different from : | 
that which, in good company, we meet with 0 
at preſent. Of this opinion, the little ſcraps of | | 
ſpeeches, which are found- in the parliamentary | 
journals, and which carry an air ſo oppoſite to the | 1 
labored orations, ſeem to be a ſufficient proof; and | | 
there want not productions of that age, which, 
being wrote by men, who were not authors by pro- 
feſſion, retain a very natural manner, and may 
| give us ſome idea of the language, which prevail- 7 
ed in polite converſation. I ſhall particularly men- 
tion Sir John Davis's diſcovery. 15 
Tus great glory of literature in this iſland, dur- | | 
ing the reign of James, was y Lord Bacon. 
Moſt of his performances were compoſed in Latin; 
tho he poſſeſſed, neither the elegance of that, nor 
of his natj ve ongye. If we conſider the variety 
of talents SAA by this man; as a public ſpea- 
„ | 1 ker, 
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Chap. VI. ker, a man of buſineſs, a wit, a courtier, a com- 
1625. panion, an author, a philoſopher; he is juſtly 
the object of great admiration, If we conſider him 
merely as an author and philoſopher, the light, 
in which we view him at preſent, tho' very eſtima- 
ble, he was yet eh inferior to his contemporary 
Galilaeo, perhaps even to Kepler. Bacon pointed out 
at a diſtance the road to true philoſophy: Galilaeo 
both pointed it out to others, and made, himſelf, 
conſiderable advances in it. T he Engliſhman was 
is ignorant of geometry: The Florentine revived that 
ſcience, excelled in it, and was the firſt who .ap- 
plied it, 68g with experiment, to natural philo- 
ſophy. The former rejected, with the moſt poſi- 
tive diſdain, the ſyſtem cf Copernicus : The latter 
fortified it with new proofs, derived both from 
1 ſon and the ſenſes, Bacon's ſtyle is ſtiff and rigid: 
an His wit, tho ſaciabiines brilliant, 8 6ncxal, un- 
3H natural and far fetcht; and he ſeems to be the origi- 
1 | 


| nal of thoſe pointed ſimilies and long-ſpun allegories, 
8 which ſo much diſtinguiſh the Engliſh authors: Ga- 
"= lilaeo is a lively and agreeable, tho' ſomewhat a 
Ri prolix writer. But Italy, not united in any ſingle 
N government, and perhaps ſatiated with that literary 


glory, which it has poſſeſſed both in antient and 
1 modern times, has too much neglected the renown, 
1 which it has acquired by giving birth to ſo great 
4 a man. That national ſpirit, which prevails a- 
mong the Engliſh, and which forms their great hap- 
|S 5 pineſs, is the cauſe, why they 4e66mpany all their - 

8 eminent writers, and Bacon among the reſt, wth 

5 Au ej Praiſes and acclamations, Nek may often appear 

iis partial and exceſlive. He' died in 1626, in the 

666th year of his age. : | 

| Ix the reader of Raleigh's hiſtory can have the 

| Patience to wade thro' the Jewiſh and Rabinical 

learning which compoſe the half of the volume, 

he will find when he comes to the Greek and Ro- 

. | man ftory, that his pains are not unrewarded. 
5 Fa +F 1 Kaleigh 


5 


N . M E S I. [1 
Raleigh-i is the beſt model of that antient ſtyle, 22 YL 
' which ſome writers would affect to revive at pre- 625. 
ſent, He was beheaded in 1618, aged 66 years. 
. CAamMBDEN's hiſtory of Queen Elizabeth may be 
eſteemed good compoſition, both for the ſtyle and 
the matter. It is V with ſimplicity of expreſſion, 
very rare in that age, and with a regard to truth. 
It would not perhaps be too much to affirm, that 
it is among the beſt hiſtorical productions, which 
have yet been compoſed by any Engliſhman. *Tis 
well known, that the Engliſh have 'not much ex- 
celled in that kind of literature. He died in 1678, 25 
aged 64 Years. 
Wr ſhall mention the King himſelf at the end 
of the Engliſh writers; becauſe that is his place, 
when conſidered as an author. It may ſafely be 
affirmed, that the mediocrity of James's talent in | 
literature, Joined to the great change in national 
taſte, is the=ekief cauſe of that contempt, under 
| which his memory labors, and which 1s often car- | 
| ried, by party- writers, to a great extreme. Æ Tis re- A 
markable, how different from ours were the ſenti- | 
ments of the antients with regard to learning. Of | 
the firſt twenty Roman emperors, counting from * if 
Cæſar to Severus, above the half were authors; and 
tho' few of them ſeem to have been eminent in that 
profeſſion, it is always remarked to their praiſe, 
that, by their example, they encouraged literature. 
Not to mention Germanicus, and his daughter, 
Agrippina, perſons ſo nearly allied to the throne, 
the greater part of the claſſic writers, whoſe works 
remain, were men of the higheſt quality. As e- 
very human advantage is attended with inconve- 
| niences, the change of men's ideas in this particu- 
7 lar may probably be aſcribed to the invention of 
printing ; which has rendered books ſo common, 
that even men of {lender fortunes can have acceſs 


: f to them. P 
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Chap. VI. Tur James was but a midling writer may be 


1625. 


allowed: That he was à contemptible one can by 
no means be admitted. Whoever will read his 


Baſtticon Doron, particularly the two laſt books, 
the true law of free monarchies, his anſwer to Car- 


dinal Perron, and almoſt all his ſpeeches and meſ- 
fages to parliament, will confeſs him to have poſ- 


ſeſled no mean genius. If he wrote concerning 
witches and apparitions; who, in that age, did not 


admit the reality of theſe fictitious beings? If he 
has compoſed a commentary on the Revelations, 
and proved the Pope to be Antichriſt; may not a 


ſimilar reproach be extended to the famous Na- 


pier; and even to Newton, at a time when learn- 
ing was much more advanced than during the 
reign of James? From the groſſneſs of its ſuper- 
ſtitions, we may infer the ignorance of an age; 
but never ſhould pronounce concerning the folly of 
an individual, from his admitting popular errors, 
conſecrated | with the appearance of religion. | 

Such annette ſuperiority do the purſuits of 
literature poſſeſs above every other kuman occupa- 
tion, that e even he, who attains but a mediocrity 
in them, the pre- eminence above thoſe 


7/1 who excel the moſt in the common and vulgar pro- 


74 te 


e Wedball always 


e 


feſſions. „he ſpeaker of the houſe is eommonly 
an eminent; 25 et the harangue of his Majeſty 

Taper to that of the ſpeaker, 
in every parliament during this reign. 

Every ſcience, as well as polite literature, muſt 
be conſidered as being yet in its infancy. Scho- 
laſtic learning and polemical divinity retarded the 
growth of all true knowlege. Sir Henry Saville, 
in the preamble of that deed, by which he fed 
a ſallary io the mathematical and aſtronomical pro- 
feſſors in Oxford, ſays, that geometry was almoſt 
totally abandoned and unknown in England “. 
The beſt n of that age was the ſtudy of che 


antients. 
* Rymer tom. xvii. p. 217. 
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a ö 22. | | | 
antients. Caſaubon, eminent for this knowlege, Chap. VI. 
was invited over from France, by Janies, and en- 625. 


couraged by a penſion of 300 a-year, as well as 
by church preferments f. The famous Antonio di 


Domimis, Archbiſhop of Spalato, no deſpieable 
philoſopher, came Ykewiſe into England, and af- 
forded great triumph to the nation, by their gain- 
ing ſo conſiderable a proſelyte from the papiſts. 
But the mortification followed ſoon after. Eex the 
Archbiſhop, tho' advanced to ſome eccleſiaſtical 
preferments , received not encouragement, ſuffi- 
cient to ſatisfy his ambition, all made his eſcape 
into Italy, where, ſoe after, he died in confine- 
ment. : | 


d. p. 709. || Id, P- 98. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
Wl CHARES I. 1 
[|| 
5 CHAP. I. 
| ! | | | | | 
1. [| A parliament at Weſtminſter. At Oxford. 
8 Naval expedition againſt Spain. Second par- 
15 | thament.—— Impeachment of Buckingham. 
1 | Violent meaſures of the court. War with 
WY | France. Expedition to the iſie of Rhe.— 
| | 
; T O ſooner had Charles taken into his hand 
| the reins of goyernment, than he sel 
[+ | an impatience to aſſemble the great coun- 
1 cil of the nation; and he would gladly, for the ſake 
| of diſpatch, have called together the ſame parlia- 
| ment, which had @funider his father, and which lay, 
at that time, unde? prorogation. But, being told, 
that this meaſure would appear unuſual, he iſſued | 
+8 writs for the ſummoning a new parliament on the 7th | 


i of May ; and it was not without regret, that the ar- 
Is thih of” rival of the Princeſs Henrietta, whom he had e- 


June. ſpouſed by proxy, obliged him to delay, by m_ 


; 
! 

: 

4 
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ed prorogations, their meeting till the eighteenth Chap. I. 

of June, when they aſſembled at Weſtminſter for 1628. 
the diſpatch of buſineſs. The young Prince, unex- A parlia- 
perienced and impolitic, regarded as ſincere all the —_ at 
praiſes and careſſes, with which he had been load- , 

ed, while active in procuring the rupture with the 
houſe of Auſtria, And, beſides that he labored 

under great neceſſities, he haſtened with alacrity to 

a period, when he might receive the moſt undoubted 
amen of the dutiful attachment of his ſub- 

jects. His diſcourſe to the parliament was full of 
ſimplicity and cordiality. He lightly mentioned 
the occaſion, which he, had for ſupply. He em- 

ployed no intrigue to "the ſuffrages of the 
members, He would not even allow the. officers 

of the crown, who had ſeats in the houſe, to men- 

tion. any particular ſum, which might be expected 

bye King. Secure of the affections of the com- 

mons, he was reſolved, that their bounty ſhould 

be intirely their own deed; unaſked, unſoljicited; 

the genuine fruit of ſincere confidence and re- 

ard. ; | 
Tux houſe of commons accordingly took into 

conſideration the buſineſs of ſupply. They knew, 
that all the money, granted by the laſt parliament, : 
had been expended on naval and military arma- 
ments; and that great anticipations were likew#ps 
made on the revenues of the crown. They were 
not ignorant, that Charles was loaded with a large 
debt, contracted by his father, who had borrowed 
money, both from his own ſubjects and from fo- 
reign princes. They had learned by experience, 
that the public revenues could with difficulty main- 
tain the dignity of the crown, even under the 
ordinary charges of government. They were ſen- 
ſible, that the preſent war was, very lately, the 
reſult of their own 1mportunate applications and 
entreaties, and that they. had ſolemnly engaged to 
ſupport their ſovereign in the management of it. 
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p They were acquainted with the difficulty of military 
interprizes, directed againſt the whole houſe of 


Auſtria ; againſt the King of Spain, poſſeſſed of the 
greateſt riches and moſt extenſive dominions of any 


prince in the world ; againſt the Emperor Ferdinand, 


hitherto the moſt fortunate monarch of his age, 
who had ſubdued and aſtoniſhed Germany by 
the rapidity of his victories. Deep impreſſions, they 
ſaw, muſt be made by the Engliſh ſword, and a vi- 
gorous offenſive v war be waged againſt theſe mighty 
potentates, ere they would reſign a principality, 
which they had now fully ſubdued, and which they 
held in ſecure poſſeſſion, by its being ſurrounded 


with all their other territories. 


To anſwer, therefore, all theſe great and impor- 
tant ends; to ſatisfy their young King in the firſt re- 
queſt, which he er made them; to prove their 
ſenſe of the many royal virtues, particularly œco- 
nomy, with which Charles was endued ; the: houſe 
of commons, conducted by the wiſeſt and ableſt ſe- 
nators, that had ever flouriſhed in England; thought 
proper to confer on the King a fupply of two ſub- 
ſidies, amounting to 112,000 poun 
Tarts meaſure, which fas rather a cruel mock- 
ery of Charles, than any ſerious deſign of ſupport- 
ing him, appears ſo extraordinary, when conſidered 


in all its circumſtances, that it naturally ſummons 


up our attention, and raiſes inquiry concerning the 
cauſes of a conduct, unprecedented i in an Engliſh par- 

banken So numerous an aſſembly, compoſed of 
perſons, of various diſpoſitions,” 7 not, ctis pro- 
; Hfluenced allet chem, by the ſame motives; 
and "Bw declared openly their true reaſon. We 


ſhall, therefore, approach nearef the truth, if we 


mention all the views, which the preſent conjuncturę | 


could ſuggeſt to them, 


* 
o 


A ſubſidy was now fallen to about 56,000 Pounds, Cab: 
bala, p. 224. firſt edit. | 


IT 
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Ir is not to be doubted, 4 ſpleen. a wilt Chap. I. 
againſt the Duke of Buckingham Had &Z Def. 1625. : 


en with many. So vaſt and rapid a fortune, ſo 
tile merited, could not fail to excite public envy ; 
and, however men's hatred might have been ſuſ- 
pended for a moment, while the Duke's conduct 
feemed to gratify their paſſions and their prejudices, 


it was impoſſible for him long to preſerve the affec- 


tions of the people. His influence over the mo- 
deſty of Charles exceeded even that which he had 
acquired over the weakneſs of James; nor was any 
public meaſure conduRted but by his counſel and di- 
rection. 115 temper prompted him to 
raiſe ſudderiſy, to the higheſt elevation, his flatterers 
and dependents: And, upon the leaſt occaſion of 
diſpleaſure, he threw them down with equal fury 
and violende. Implacable in his hatred; fickle in 
his friendſhip: All men were either regarded as his 
enemies, or dreaded ſoon to become ſuch. The 
whole power of the kingdom was graſped by his 
inſatiable hand; while he both engroſſed the in- 
tire confidence of his maſter, and held, inveſted 
in his ſingle perſon, the moſt conſiderable offices of 
theo n. 15 ETA ; 
Bor the public hatred againſt Buckingham ac- 
quired new force, by the diſcoveries which were 
every day made, of his imprudent conduct in Spain, 
and perhaps of the falſnoods, which he dared to im- 
poſe upon the parliament. The King himſelf hav- 
ing borne teſtimony to Buckingham's narrative, could 
not fail to be expoſed, in ſome degree, to the blame, 
which fell upon his favorite; tho' all thoſe, who 
judged with candor, were inclined to think, that he 
had, himſelf, been firſt deceived, ere he contri- 
buted to deceive others. No wonder, that reſent- 
ment was kindled in ſuch as were ſenſible of ſo bold 
an impoſture, and that they deſerted the meaſures, 
which they had formerly purſued; without conſider- 
ing, that, if the war was eyer adviſeable ”_ 40 
7 itic 
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12 I. litical motives, it ought ſtill, notwithſtanding any 
1628. 


ſuch diſcovery, to be purſued, with equal vigor and 
activity. The parliament had ſuppoſed it practicable 
to wreſt the Palatinate from the houſe of Auſtria; 
they had repreſented it as prudent to expend the 
blood and treaſure of the nation on ſuch an enter- 
prize; they had believed that the King of Spain 
never had any ſincere intention of reſtoring that 
principality. 'Tis certain, that he had not now any 
ſuch intention: And tho' there was no reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, that this alteration of his views had proceeded 


from the ill. conduct of Buckingham, yet paſt errors 


could not be retrieved; and the nation undoubt- 
edly in the ſame ſituation, which the . had 


ever ſuppoſed, when they ſo much haraſſed their ſo: 


vereign, by their impatient, n. and even 
undutiful ſollicitations. 

HowEvRR the ill- humor of the commons might 
have been increaſed by theſe conſiderations, we are 
not to ſuppoſe them the ſole motives. The laſt par- 
liament of James, amid all their joy and feſtivity; 
had given him a ſupply very diſproportioned to his 
demand and to the occaſion. And, as. every houſe 
of commons, who were elected durin g forty years, 
ſucceeded to all the paſſions and principles of their 
predeceſſors; we ought rather to account for this 
obſtinacy from the general ſituation of the kingdom 
during that whole period, than from any circum- 
ſtances, which attended the immediate. conjunCture, 

Tux nation were very little accuſtomed, at that 
time, to the burthen of taxes, and had never o- 
pened their purſes, in any degree, for the ſupplying 
their ſovereign. Habits, more than reaſon, we find, 
in every thing, to be the governing principle of 
mankind, In this view lkeways the ſinking of the 
value of ſubſides muſt be confidered as a loſs to the 
King. The pariiament, ſwayed by cuſtom, would 
not augment their number in 1308 ſame n. 
| HE 
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Tux puritanical party, tho'- diſguiſed, had a very Chap. . 


great GY over the kingdom; and many of 
the leaders among the — had 2 em- 
braced the rigid tenets of that ,, AlLtheſe were 
diſguſted with the court, both ce et te prin- 
ciples of civil liberty, eſſential to their party, and 
on account of the reſtraint, under which they were 
held by the eſtabliſhed hierarchy. In order to for- 
tify himſelf :againſt the reſentment of James, Buck- 
ingham had affected popularity, and entered into 
the cabals of the puritans: But, being ſecure of 
the confidence of Charles, he had ſince abandoned 
that party; and, on that account, was the more ex- 
poſed to hee and reſentment. Tho the re- 
ligious ſchemes, f ꝰ the puritans, when explained, 
appear, many- ef- them, pretty frivolous, we are 


not thence to imagine, that they were purſued by 
T4483 C77 a — 22 ; 
© None But 8 of Fhe greateſt parts 
, <A 
A 


and moſt extenlive knowlege, the nation, at 
thik time, produced, could not enjoy any peace of 


mid; becauſe obliged to hear prayers offered up 


to the Divinity, by a prieſt covered with a white 
hnen veſtw enn | 
Tux match with France, and the articles in fa- 
vor of catholics, which were ſuſpected to be in the 
treaty, were likeways cauſes of diſguſt to this whole 
party: Tho? it muſt be remarked, that the alliance 


with that crown was infinitely leſs obnoxious to the 


proteſtants, and leſs favorable to the catholics, than 
that formerly projected with Spain, and was there- 
fore received rather with pleaſure than diſſatisfaction. 

To all theſe cauſes we muſt yet add another of 
conſiderable moment. The houſe of commons, we 
may obſerve, were almoſt intirely governed by a ſet 


of men of the moſt uncommon capacity and the 


largeſt views: men, who were now formed into a 


regular party, and united, as well by fixed aims and 
Projects, ag by the hardſhips, which 


of them, dergone in proſecution of them. Among 


7 | 
oy theſe 
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theſe we may mention the names of Sir Edward 
Coke, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir Robert Philips, Sir 
Francis Seymour, Sir Dudley Diggs, Sir John El- 


hot, Sir Thomas Wentworth, Mr. Selden, Mr. 


Pym. Animated; with a warm regard to liberty, 
thei? e lac! WITH regret, an ated — 
exerciſed by the crown, and were reſolved to ſeize 
the opportunity, which the King's neceſſities offered 
them, of reducing the prerogative within more rea- 
ſonable compaſs. Tho' their anceſtors hay blindly 
given way to practices and precedents favaghable to 
kingly power, and had been able, notwithſtanding, 
to preſerve ſome, remains of liberty; it would be 
impoſſible, they thought, when all theſe pretenſions 
were methodized and proſecuted by the increafing 
knowlege of the age, to maintain any ſhadow. of 
popular government, in oppoſition to ſuch unlimit- 
ed authority in the ſovereign. A Twas neceſſary to 
fix a choice: Either to abandon entirely the privi- 
leges of the people, or to ſeeure them by firmer and 
more preciſe barriers than the conſtitution had hi- 
therto provided for them. In this dilemma, men of 
ſuch aſpiring genius and ſuch independent fortune 
could not Jong deliberate : They em- 
braced the ſide of freedom, and "reſolved to grant 
no ſupplies to their neceſſitous Prince, without ex- 
torting conceſſions in favour of civil liberty. - The 
end, they eſteemed beneficent and noble: The 
means, regular and conſtitutional. To grant or re- 
fuſe ſupplies was the undoubted privilege of the 
| And as all human governments, parti- 
cularly thoſe of a mixed frame, are in continual fluc- 
tuation; it was as natural in their opinion, and al- 
lowable, for popular aſſemblies to take advantage of 
favorable incidents, in order to ſecure the ſubjects ; 
as for monarchs, in erder to extend their own au- 
thority. With pleaſure; they beheld the King in- 
volved in a foreign war, which rendered him, 


every day, more dependent on the parliament; 


| while, 
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while, at the ſamẽ time, the fituation of 5 king- Chap. L. 


dom, even without any military preparations, gave 
it ſufficient ſecurity againſt all invaſion from fo- 
reigners. And perhaps, it had partly proceeded 
from expectations of thi nature, that popular lea- 
ders had been ſo urgent for a rupture with Spain; 
nor is it credible, that religious zeal could ſo far 
have blinded all of them as to make them HRA, in 
ſuch a meaſure, any appearance of neceſſity or any 
hopes of ſuccels. 

Bor, however natural all theſe ſentiments might 
appear to the country-party, it is not to be im agined, 
that Charles would entertain the ſame ideas. Strong- 
ly prejudized in favour of the Duke, whom he had 
Tal ſo highly extolled in parliament, he could not 
conjecture the cauſe of ſo ſudden an alteration in 
their opinions. And when the war, which they 
themſelves had ſo earneſtly ſollicited, was, at laſt, com- 
menced, the immediate deſertion of their ſovereign 
could not but-ſeem very HNKange-and unaccountable. 
Even tho' no farther motive had been ſuſpected, the 
refuſal of ſupply, in ſuch circumſtances, would na- 
turally to him appear cruel and deceitful: But, when 
he perceived that this meaſure proceeded from an 
intention of encroaching on his authority, he failed 
not to regard theſe aims as highly criminal and trai- 
terous. Thoſe lofty ideas of monarchical power, 
wiich were very commonly adopted during that age, 
and to which the ambiguous nature of the Engliſh 
conſtitution gave ſo plauſible an appearance, were 
firmly rivetted in Charles: and however moderate 
his temper, "th Ie nat ee. 5 
£ A 2k £20 condo. „ 4A e 0 

ext and ch d his poli- 


tical tenets as certain and uncontroverted. Taught to 
regard even the antient laws and conſtitution more as 
lines to direct his conduct than barriers to withſtand his 
power; a conſpiracy to erect new ramparts, in order 
to- ſtraiten his authority, — but one degree 
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removed from open v 2 and rebellion. So a- 
trocious in his eyes was ſuch a deſign, that he ſeems 


even unwilling to te it to the commons: And, 
tho' he 1 the parliament by rea- 
ſon of the plague, which, at that time, raged in 


iſtof Aug London; he immediately *:fſembled them at Ox- 


Parlia- 
ment at 
Oxford. 


SORE. 4 


ford, and made a new attempt to gain from them 
ſome ſupplies in ſuch an urgent neceſlity. 
CHARLES now found himſelf obliged to depart 25 
from that delicacy, which he had formerly 
By himſelf or his miniſters, he entered into a parti- 
cular detail, both of the alliances, which he had 
formed, and of the military operations, which he 
had projected. He told the parliament, That, by 
a promiſe of ſubſidies, he had engaged the King of 
Denmark to take part in the war; that that monarch 
e to enter Germany by the north, and to &- 
e princes, who impatiently longed for an 
— ( of aſſerting the liberty of the empire; 
that Mansfeldt had undertaken to penetrate with an 


Engliſh army into the Palatinate, and by that quar- 
ter to — thee lnkmngy the members of the 
evangelical union; that the ſtates muſt be ſupported | 
in the unequal warfare, which they maintained 
with Spain; that no leſs a ſum than 700,000 pounds 
a year had been found, by computation, requiſite 
for all theſe purpoſes ; that the maintenance of the 
fleet and the defence of Ireland demanded an annual 
expence of 400,000 pounds ; that he himſelf had 
already exhauſted and anticipated, in the public ſer- 
vice, his whole revenue, and had ſcarce left ſufficient 
for the daily ſubſiſtence of himſelf and ef his fami- 
ly; that, on his acceſſion to the crown, he found a 
debt of above 300,000 pounds, contracted by his fa- 


ther, in ſupport of the Palatine; and that ile 
Prince of Wales, he had indebied hire f,. notwith- 


ſtanding his great frugality, to the extent of E000 
pounds, which he had expended intirely on naval 
and military armaments. After mentioning all theſe 


facts, 


4 
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CHARLES: 


Pro the King ,even condeſcende . 06 entreaties. Ch 


Hie faid, that this vas the firſt raqueltyavhich he 


had ever made them; that he was young and in 


the commencement of his reign ; and, if he now 


met with kind and dutiful uſage, it would endear to 


him the uſe of parliaments, and would, for ever, 


preſerve an intire harmony betwixt him and his 
ople. 
To theſe reaſons the commons 3 inexor- 
able. Notwithſtanding that the King's meaſures, on 
the ſuppoſition of a foreign war, which they had 


£8722 


ever detnanded, were altogether unexceptionable, they 


obſtinately refuſed any farthet #fiftanee. Some mem- 
bers, favorable to the court, having inſiſted on an 


addition of two fifteenth 3725 de former ſupply, even 
this call pittance was Ae; tho' it was known, 


that a fleet and army were lying at Portſmouth, in 
great want of pay and provitions. , Beſides all their 


other ꝓotivęs, t e houſoc of {commons ET made a ne 
diſcovery, which inflamed them” eee againſt 
the court and — — the Duke of Buckingham. 


Wren James deſerted the Spaniſh alliance, and 


courted that of France, he had promiſed to furniſh 
Louis, who was i Of deſtitute of naval force, with 
one ſhip of Wet; and {even armed veſſels, hired 
from the merchants. Theſe the French court had 


| pretended they $ould employ againſt the Genoeſe, 


who being firm und uſeful allies to the Spaniſh mo- 
narchy, were naturally regarded with an evil eye, 
both by the King of France and of England. When 
theſe veſſels, by Charles's order, arrived at Diepe, 
there aroſe a ſtrong ſuſpicion, that they were to ſerve 
againſt Rochelle. The ſailors were enflamed. That 


race of men, who are at preſent both careleſs and 


ignorant in all matters of religion, were, at that 
time, only ignorant. 'They drew up a remonſtrance 
to Pennington, their commander ; and, ſigning alt 


their names in a circle, leſt he ſhould diſcover the 
Ts they laid it under his prayer: book. Pen- 
| nington 


* 


228 


2 


224 HISTORY or han; BRITAIN. 


. nington declared, that he would rather be hanged ih 
England for diſobedience, than fight againſt his bro- 
ther-proteſtants in France. The whole ſquadron 

failed immediately to the Downs. There, they re- 

ceived new orders from Buckingham, Lord high ad- 

miral, to return to Diepe. As the Duke knew, that 

authority: alone would not ſuffice, he employed much 

art and many ſubtilties, to engage them to obe- 

dience; and a rumor, which was ſpread, that peace 

had been concluded betwixt the French King, and 

the hugonots, aſſiſted him in his purpoſe. W heft r- 

rived at Diepe, they found that they had been de 

ceived, - Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who commanded 

one of the veſlels, broke thro' and returned to En- 

gland. All the officers and failors of all the other 

ſhips, notwithſtanding great offers made them by 

the French, immediately deſerted. One miſerable 

gunner alone preferred duty towards his King to the 

| cauſe of religion; and he was afterwards killed in 

F charging a cannon before Rochelle. The care which 
hiſtorians have taken to record this frivolous event, 
Vith what pleaſure the news was received by 


the whele nation. 1 
HE houſe of comr envi fe . ; 
0 FRE. 4057 925 OP 
;the proteſtant, religion "ic | 
e e 568986 *3niidered; % "that, #—the-foree-of | 


X A. ee, 


(a! Marta K, 4. tog 4 pain wal really fo erorbitant A8 HS e the 


n monarch was the only prince, ws could o 
Ke gee me, 7 pole its progreſs, and — Fr the balance of Eu. 
ae, Held gerd rope; that his power was at preſent fettgred by the 
| Leer Nec 6 hugonots, who, being poſſeſſed of many privileges 
EE 2-2 foe 2 and even of fortified towns, formed an empire with- 
e bo in his empire, and kept him in perpetual 3 

3 + 4 Aand inquietude; that an inſurrection had been, at 
25 Aklethar time, wantonly, and voluntarily, formed by 
P4212; 497 eir leaders, who being diſguſted in ſome court- 
apart A. Antrigue, took advantage of the never failing preteꝶ 
Ae 204 : He religion, in order. to cover their rebellion; * 
FFP 5 
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the Dutch, influenced by theſe views, had ordered a e 
ſquadron of twenty ſhips to join the French fleet, : 
employed againſt the inhabitants of Rochelle ; that 
the Spaniſh monarch, ſenſible of the ſame conſe- | 
quences, ſecretly ſupported the proteſtants in France; 
and that all princes had ever ſacrificed, to reaſons of 
ſtate, the intereſts of their religion in foreign coun- 
tries. All theſe obvious conſiderations had no in- 
fluence. Great murmurs and diſcontents ſtill pre- Ts © 
vailed in parliament. 7 And it plainly appears, from 
this incident, as well as from many others, chat, of | 
all European nations, the Britiſh were, at that time, * 
and till long after, fankwntothedowefand-mefie- | 
O this occaſion, the commons renewed their iu 4, 
eternal. complaints againſt the growth of popery, 7+ e, 
which was ever the chief of their grievances, and ＋ ,,, #..,.., t 
now their only one. They demanded a ſtrict execu- , A 4 
tion of the penal laws againſt the catholics, and re- / — 427 
monſtrated againſt ſome late pardons Wiek had ben <a-c = 
granted to prieſts, They attacked Montague, one /*£<<e 4 
of the King's chaplains, on Account pf a moderate mehtru _ A 

70 = 


book, which he had lately „and which, to 


thẽ great diſguſt HORSE ood pro- | 

, ſaved virtuous catholics, as well as other I 
chriſtians, from eternal torments. Charles gave ' 
them a gracious and a compliant anſwer to all their Þþ 


remonſtrances. He was, however, in his heart, 
extremely averſe to theſe furious meaſures. _ Tho' a 
determined proteſtant, by principle as well as ineli- 


nation, he had entertained no violent horror againſt 
Popery ; and alittle humanity, he thought, was dye 
by the nation to the religion of their . anceſtors. 


That degree of liberty, which is now indulged to 3 F, 
catholics, tho” a party much more obnoxious than | weh, ; 


during the reign of the Stuarts; it ſuited, neither 1 
with Charles's ſentiments, nor the humor of the 3 


age, to allow them. An abatement of the more 
rigorous laws was all he intended; and his engage- 
. L \® 2 ments 
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Chap. I. ments with Hane chbeir Tegular execution had 
never been 2 fo nor ue required of him 

ſome indulgence. But ſo unfortunate was this Prince, 
that no meafure, embraced during his whole reign, 
was ever attended with more unhappy and more faral 

conſequences. 

Tun extreme rage ain popery was a ſure ls 
racteriſtic of puritaniſm. This houſe of commons 
/ diſcovered other infallible ſymptoms of the preva- 
tence of that party. They petitioned the King for 
replacing ſuch able clergy as had been ſilenced for 

want of conformity to the ceremonies. They * alſo 

enacted laws for the ſtrict obſervance of ſunday, 

/ which the puritans affected to call the ſabbath, and 

which they ſanctified by the moſt melancholy indo- 

lence. Fetis to be remarked, that the different ap- 
lations of this feſtival were, at that time, known 

ſymbols of the different parties. This+s-a-diflerence 
5 about a few unmeaning ſyllabks : But as the con- 
| troderſy betwixt the church and dhe puritans did not 
altogdther regard theological dogtNas, but involved 
a diſpute concerning eccleſiaſtical, as well as civil 


— 


— — — — — — — 
— — — — 
* 


greater impo ance. * 
Tun King finding, that the parfiament Wers re- 
ſolved to grant him no ſupply, and would furniſh 
him with nothing but empty proteſtations of duty, 
or difagreeable complaints of grievances; took ad- 
de vantage of the plague, which began to appear at 
1 Oxford, and, eder that pretè , immediately diſ- 
2 ſolved them. By finiſhing the (lion 55 Wc 
f tion, inſtead of a prorogation, he ſuffi En 
RL ed his diſpleaſure at their conduct. 
AA. Auguſtiz. To ſupply the want of parliamentary aids, Charts 
4 
A. 
2 
/ 
4 


iſſued privy ſeals for borrowing! money from his ſub- 
jects. The advantage 770 955 was a 


this 
1mall compenſation tort Gcalioned by.t. 
'By means, however, of thik ry and by other 
| expedients, 


don all hopes of this prize, and return to England. 1 


ill ſucceſs of his enterprizes diminiſnhed his author 


L rHhem popularleaders, Nhe King-had-named-for /, - ; 
 thenfls 4 had, by that means, in- en Veel, 


S ti A N E AS. Þ 7 
expedients, he was, tho' with difficulty, enabled to Chapyde ; = 0 
equip his fleet. It conſiſted of eighty veſſels, great 0a,42.. 7 
and ſmall; and carried on board an army of 10, 0 9 
men. Sir Edward Cecil, lately created Viſcount 


Wimbleton, was entruſted with the command. He Naval ex- 
ſailed immediately for, Cadi d the bay full Pedition 


of Spaniſh (hi 0 reat value. py | _— 
either Wer . aten ted ”prepoſterouſly. Fey 


The army was landed, and a 2 Taken : But the 
undiſciplined ichen, finding ſtore of wine, could 
not be reſtrained from the utmoſt exceſſes. Farther 


4: 


ſtay appearing fruitleſs, they were re- imbarxed ; and 
the fleet put to ſea with an intention of WAA 


the Spaniſh gallions. But the plague having ſeized Novem. 
the ſeamen and ſoldiers, they were obliged to aban- 


Loud complaints. were made againſt the court for 


entruſting ſo important, a mand to a man like | 
Cecil, who, tho! ei ih 

judging by The event, eſteemed of very ſlender ca- 
pacity. 127 5 


experience, the people, 1 


Cu ARLEs, having failed of ſo rich a prize, was ob- 1626. 3 
liged again to have recourſe to a parliament. Tho' the ö | 


7 
and ſhowed, every day, more plainly the H of t c 4 
Spaniſh war; tho' the increaſe of his neceſſities ren- { 
dered him more dependent, and more expoſed to the Second 4 


encroachments of the commons; he was reſolved parlia- | 
to try once more that regular and conſtitutional ex- ment. 1 


pedient for ſupply. Perhaps too, a tle political 


ric which at that time he practiſed, was much 1 — 
truſted to. Sir Edward Coke, Sir Robert Philips, He Au PR 
Sir Thomas Wentworth, Sir Francis Seymour) all you egi e- 


— 
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n 95 Er being elected members. But of Corn hes 


being ſo evident, rather put the 


commons more upon their guard. Enow. of patriots 
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® Chap. I. ſtill remained to keep up the ill humor of the 
1626. © houſe; and men needed but little inſtruction or rhe- 
toric to recommend to them practices, which in- 
__ creaſed their own importance and conſideration. The 
* weakneſs of the court PIG could not. more evidently 
appear, than by its being reduced*t6 _ ex- 
pedient, in order to obtain an influence & the com- 

| mons. 
February THE views, therefore, of the laſt pafianent u were 
6. immediately adopted; as if the ſame men hag been 
every where elected, and no time had interpeſed 
ſince their laſt meeting. When the King laid be- 
fore the houſe his neceſſities, and aſked for ſupply, 
they immediately voted him three ſubſidies and three 
fifteenths; and tho” they afterwards added one ſub- 
ſidy more, the ſum was little proportioned to the 
- greatneſs of the occaſion, and ill fitted to promote 
' thoſe views of ſucceſs and glory, for which the 
young Prince, in his firſt enterprize, ſo ardently 
longed. But this circumftance was not the moſt 
diſagreeable one. The ſupply was only voted by the 
commons. The paſſing that vote into a law was 
reſerved till the end of the ſeſſion. A condition was 
thereby made, in a very undi uiſed manner, with 
their ſovereign. Under Peet of redreſſing grie- 


vances, which, during this ſhort» . could not 
ee 


be very numerous; they were to proceed in regu- 
lating and conttoling every part of government, 
which diſpleaſed them: And, if the King either cut 


them ſhort in this 1 or refuſed compliance 
with their demands he | (RE South 
e eee all fu. "Oh reat UſflaliStaCtion was ex- 


: lorem d by Nt — at a treatment, which 

* Fecined ſo harſh and undutiful : But his urgent 

necælſities obliged him to ſubmit z and he waited 
with patience, obſerving to what ſide they would 
turn themſelves. 


y $ 1 * WS, 


The 
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Tur Duke of Buckingham, formerly 1 Chap. 1. 
to the public, became. every day more odious, N A 
the ſymptoms, which appeared, both of his want of _ 
temper and prudence, and of the uncontroled aſ- Bucking- 
cendant, which he had acquired over his maſter. ham. 
Two violent attacks he was obliged this ſeſſion to 
ſuſtain; one from the Earl of Briſtol, another from 
the houſe of commons. 

As long as James. lived, Briſtol, ſecure of the 


* concealed favor of that monarch, had expreſſed all 


duty and obedience ; in expectation, that an op- 


portunity would offer of re- inſtating himſelf in his 


former credit and authority. Even after Charles's 
acceſſion, he deſpaired not. He ſubmitted to the 
King's order of remaining in his country-ſeat, and 
of abſenting himſelf from parliament. Many 
trials he made to regain the good opinion of his 
maſter; but finding them all fruitleſs, and ob- 
ſerving Charles to be intirely governed by Buck- 
ingham, his implacable enemy, he reſolved no lon- 
ger to keep any meaſures with the court. A new 
ſpirit, he ſaw, and a new power, ariſing in the na- 
tion; and to theſe he was reſolved, for the future, 
to truſt for his ſecurity and protection. 

When the parliament was ſummoned, Charles, 
by a great ſtretch of prerogative, had given orders, 
that no writ, as is cuſtomary, ſhould be ſent to 
Briſtol. That nobleman applied to the houſe of 
lords by petition; and craved their good offices 
with the King for obtaining what was his due as a 
peer of the realm. His writ was ſent him; but 
accompanied with a letter from the Lord keeper, 
Coventry, commanding him, in the King's name, 
to abſent himſelf from parliament. This letter 
Briſtol conveyed to the lords, and aſked advice 755 
to proceed in ſo delicate a ſituation. The King! 
prohibition was withdrawn, and Briſtol took 
ſeat. Provoked at theſe repeated inſtances of vi- 
gor, which the court denominated contumacy, 
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Chap. I. Charles ordered his attorney-general to enter an ac- 
1626. cufation of high treaſon againſt him. By way of re- 
crimination, Briſtol impeached Buckingham of high 
treaſon. The Earl's defence of himſelf and accu- 
ſation of the Duke both remain ; and, when join- 
ed to original letters, contain the fulleſt and moſt 
authentic account of all the negotiations with the 
houſe of Auſtria, From the whole, the ' great im- 
prudence of the Duke evidently appears, and the 
ſway of his ungovernable paſſions; but it would be 
difficult to collect thence any action, which, in the 
eye of the law, could be deemed a crime; much 
leſs could ſubject him to the penalty of high trea- 
ſon. 2 OS 
Tux impeachment of the commons was ftill leſs 
dangerous to the Duke, were it eſtimated by the 
ſtandard of law and equity. They accuſed him, 
of having united many offices in his perſon ; of 
having bought two of them; of neglecting to guard 
the ſeas, inſomuch that many merchant-ſhips had 
fallen into the hands of the enemy; of delivering 
 Nhips to the French King, in order to ſerve againſt 
the hugonots; of being employed in the ſale of 
honors and offices; of accepting extenſive grants 
from the crown; of procuring many titles of ho- 
nor for his kindred; of adminiſtring phyſic to the 
late King without acquainting his phyſicians. All 
theſe articles appear, from comparing the accuſa- 
tion and reply, to be either frivolous, or falſe, or 
both. The only charge, which could be regarded 
as important, was, that he had extorted a ſum of 
ten thouſand pounds from the Eaſt-India company, 
and that he had confiſcated ſome goods belong- 
ing to French merchants, under pretext of being 
the property of Spaniſh. The impeachment never 
came to a full determination; ſo that it is difficult 
for us to give a deciſive opinion with regard to theſe 
articles : But it muſt be confeſſed, that the Duke's 
anſwer in theſe particulars, as in all the reſt, is ſo 


\ clear 


- 
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clear and ſatisfactory, that it is impoſſible to refuſe Chap, I. , 


our aſſent to it. His faults and blemiſhes were, in 


many reſpects, very great; but rapacity and ava- 


rice were vices, with which he was intirely unac- 
quainted. - e „ Rt 

Ts: remarkable, that the commons, tho' ſo 
much at a loſs to find articles of charge againſt 
Buckingham, never adopted Briſtol's accuſation, or 
impeached the Duke for his conduct in the Spaniſh 
treaty, the moſt blameable circumſtance - of his 
whole life. He had reaſon to believe the Spani- 
ards ſincere in their profeſſions ; yet, in order to 
gratify his private paſſions, he had hurried his ma- 
ſter and his country into a war pernicious to the in- 


* 
> 
/ 


tereſts of both. But ſo riveted thro'out the nation 


were the prejudices with regard to Spaniſh deceit 
and falſhood, that very few of the commons ſeem, 
as yet, to have been convinced, that they had been 
ſeduced by Buckingham's narrative: A certain 
proof, that a diſcovery of this nature, tho* with 
ſome it might have influence, was not, as is ima- 


gined by ſeveral hiſtorians, the ſole or chief cauſe 


of ſo ſudden and ſurprizing a variation in the mea- 
ſures of the parhament *. „ 
WaHtLE the commons were thus warmly engag- 


ed againſt Buckingham, the King ſeemed deſirous 
_of embracing every opportunity, by which he could 


mark a contempt and diſregard for them. No one 
was, at that time, ſufficiently ſenſible of the great 
weight, which the commons bore in the balance of 


* By a ſpeech of Sir Simon D'ewes, in the firſt year of the 
long parliament, it clearly appears, that the nation never had, 
even to that time, been rightly inſtructed in the tranſactions of 


the Spaniſh negotiation, and ſtill believed the court of Madrid 


to have been altogether inſincere in all their profeſſions. What 
reaſon, upon that ſuppoſition, had they to blame either the 


Prince or Buckingham for their conduct, or for the narrative 


delivered tothe parliament? This is a capital fact, and ought 


to be well attended to. D'ewes's ſpeech is in Nalſon, Vol. ii. 
Ga _ 
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2322 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
Chap. I. the conſtitution. The hiſtory of England had ne- 


1626. yer hitherto afforded an inſtance, where any great 


movement or revolution had proceeded from the 

lower houſe. And as their rank, both conſidered 

in a body and as individuals, was but the ſecond 

in the kingdom; nothing leſs than fatal experience 
could engage the Engliſh princes to pay a due re- 
gard to the inclinations of that formidable aſſem- 
bl | 
Tur Earl of Suffolk, chancellor of the r 
of Cambridge, dying about this time, Bucking- 
ham, tho' lying under impeachment, yet, by means 
of 1 was choſen in his place. The 
commons reſented and loudly complained of this 
affront; and the more to enrage them, the King 
himſelf wrote a letter to the univerſity, extolling 
the Duke, and giving them thanks for his election. 

TE Lord keeper, in the King's name, com- 
manded the houſe expreſly not to meddle with his 

iniſter and ſervant, Buckingham ; and ordered 
them to finiſh, in a few days, the law, which they 
had begun for the ſubſidies, and to make ſome ad- 
dition to them; otherwiſe they muſt expect to fit 
no longer. And tho' theſe harſh commands were 
endeavored to be explained and mollified, a few 
days afterwards, by a ſpeech of Buckingham, they 
failed net to leave a very diſagreeable impreſſion 
behind them. 

Brs1Des a more ſtately ſtyle, which Charles, in 
general, affected to this parliament, than to the 
laſt, he went ſo far as to threaten the commons in a 
meſlage, if they did not furniſh him with ſupphes, 
that he would be obliged to try new councils. ' This 
language was ſufficiently clear: Yet, left any am- 
biguity ſhould remain, Sir Dudley Carleton, vice 
chamberlain, took care to explain it. © I pray you 
& conſider,” ſaid he, „ what theſe new councils 
4e are or may be. I fear to declare thoſe that I con- 
$ ceive. In all chriſtian kingdoms, you __ 


w „% 1 
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* 
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CHARLES I. 


* . thoſe kingdoms were governed in a molt flouriſn- 
e ing manner; until the monarchs began to know 
& their own ſtrength, and ſeeing the turbulent 
<« ſpirit of their parliaments, at length they, by 
„ little and little, began to ſtand on their prero- 
* gatives, and at laſt overthrew the parliaments, 
e thro'out Chriſtendom, except here only with us. 
«© —Let us be careful then to preſerve the King's 
« good opinion of parliaments, which bringeth 
ce {uch happineſs to this nation, and makes us en- 
& vied of all others, while there is this ſweetneſs 
« between his Majeſty and the commons; leſt we 


„ loſe the repute of a free people by our turbu- 


„“ Jency in parhament.” Theſe imprudent ſug- 
geſtions rather gave warning than ſtruck terror, 
A precarious liberty, the commons thought, which 


was to be preſerved by unlimited complaiſance, was 


no liberty at all. And it was neceſſary, while yet 
in their power, to ſecure the conſtitution by ſuch 


invincible barriers, that no king or miniſter ſhould 


ever, for the future, dare to ſpeak ſuch a language 
to any parliament, or even to entertain ſuch a pro- 
ject againſt them. 

' Two members of the houſe, Sir Dudley Diggs 
and Sir John Elliot, who had been employed as 
managers of the impeachment againſt the Duke, 


were thrown into priſon. The commons immedir 


ately declared, that they would proceed no farther 
upon buſineſs till they had ſatisfaction in their pri- 
vileges. Charles alleged, for reaſon of this violent 

meaſure, certain ſeditious expreſſions, which, he 
ſaid, in their accuſation of the Duke, had dropped 
from theſe members. Upon inquiry, it appeared, 
that no ſuch expreſſions had been uſed. The 
members were releaſed; and the King reaped no 
farther benefit from chis attempt than to exaſperate 
ſtill farther the houſe, and to ſhew his own preci- 
pitancy and indiſcretion. 
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 Movep'b by bythis example, the houſe of peers were 
rouſed from their inactivity; and claimed liberty 
for the Earl of Arundel, who had been lately con- 
fined in the tower. After many fruitleſs ſhifts and 
evaſions, the King, tho' very ungracefully, was at 
laſt obliged to comply, And in this incident, it 


ſufficiently appeared, that the lords, however linle 
inclined to popular courſes, were not wanting 1 in a 


Juſt ſenſe of their own dignity. 

Tk ill humor of the commons, thus wanton- 
ly irritated by the court, and finding no gratifica- 
tion in the legal, impeachment of Buckingham 
ſought other — c on which it might . it- 
ſelf. The never failing cry of popery here ſerved 
them 1n ſtead. They again claimed the execution 
of the penal laws againſt catholies; and they pre- 
ſented to the King a liſt of perſons, entruſted with 
offices, moſt of them inſignificant, who were ei- 
ther convicted or ſuſpected recuſants. In this par- 
ticular, they had, , ſome reaſon to blame 
the King's conduct. He * promiſed to the laſt 
houſe of commons a redreſs of this religious grie- 
vance : But he was tee apt, in imitation of his fa- 


ther, to donſider theſe-premifes aus- temporar-expe- 
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rd. A new 
odium, likeways, by theſe repreſentations, was at- 
tempted to be thrown upon Buckingham. His 
mother, who had great influence over him, was a 
profeſſed catholic; his wife was not free from ſuſ- 
Picion : And the indulgence, given to catholics, 
was of courſe ſuppoſed to proceed intirely from his 
credit and authority. 
is remarkable, that perſecution was here chief- 
ly puſhed on by laymen; and that the church was 


willing to have granted more liberty than would be 


allowed by the commons. The reconciling doc- 
trines too of Montague failed not anew to meet 
with ſevere cenſures from that zealous aſſembly. 
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ere Tux next attack, made by the commons, had Clap, I. 

rty it prevailed, would have proved deciſive. They 626 

on- were preparing a remonſtrance againſt the levying _ 

nd of tonnage and poundage — — conſent of par- 

at liament. This article, ith the new e | 

it tions laid on merchandize by James, "es 

tle near 4 half of the crown-revenues ; — depriv- 

1 2 ing the King of theſe reſources, they would have 
reduced him to 4 total ſubjection and | dependence. 

on- While they retained ſuch a pledge, And abere 


ca- the ſupply already pro Res 1 ek 2 char. 4E, Hoy fo 
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ed fegarded him as a» vesy unable ande 
on | aus miniſter ; and they intended to preſent a peti- 
re- tion, which would then have .been equivalent to a 
ith command, for his removal ö his Majeſty's Per: 
El- ſon and councils. 
ar- Tae King was alarmed at the yoke, which he 
me ſaw prepared for him. Buckingham's guilt, 
aft he thought, was the being his friend and favorite. 
lie- All the, other complaints againſt him were mere 
fa- prete ts. A little before, he was the idol of the 
pe- people. No new crime had ſince been diſcovered. 
a- After the moſt diligent inquiry, prompted by the 
e greateſt malice, the ſmalleſt appearance of guilt 
= could not be fixed upon him. What idea, he aſk- 
dis ed, muſt all mankind entertain of his honor, ſhould 
S 2 he facrifice his i innocent friend to pecuniary conſi- 
uſ- derations ? What farther authority would he have argen, 
cs, in the nation, were he capable, in the beginning 
his of his reign, to give, in ſo ſignal an inſtance, ſuch 
5 matter of triumph to his enemies, and diſcourage- 
ef- ment to his adherents? To- day, the commons pre- 
Vas tended to wreſt his miniſter from him. To- mor- 
be 5 row they would attack ſome branch of his prero- 
o- gative. By their ręemonſtrances and promiſes and 
cet proteſtations, they had engaged the crown in a 
. War. As ſoon as they: law a retreat impoſſible, with- 
out 
_ Lots 
ee, 
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Chap. I. out waiting for new incidents, 'withont covering 
| 1636. "themſelves with new pretends; they immediately 

deſerted him, and refuſed him all reaſonable ſup- 
ply. VT was evident, that they deſired nothing; ſo 
much as to ſee him plunged in inextricable difficul- 
ties, of which they intended to take advantage. 
To ſuch deep perfidy, to ſuch unbounded uſurpa- 


tions, it was neceſſary to oppoſe*7' proper firmneſs 

and reſolution. And-any-extremity—waspreferable 

N e e eee 

= agveHaries. f. 

_ © PRomPpTED by thels; motive motives, Charles was de- 
termined immediately to diſſolve the parliament. 

When this reſolution was known, the houſe of 

peers, whoſe compliant behavior intitled them to. 

ſome authority with him, endeavored to interpoſe; 

and they petitioned him, that he would allow the 
parliament to fit ſome time longer. Not a moment. 
longer, cried the King haſtily; and he ſoon after 

ʒof June. ended thip ſeſſion by a diſſolution. 

As this meaſure was foreſeen, the commons 17 
care to finiſh and diſperſe their remonſtrance, which 
they intended as a juſtification of their conduct to 
the people. The King, ligeways, on his part, pub- 
liſhed a declaration, wheze he gave the reaſons of 

©, his diſagreement with the parliament, and of their 
ſudden diſſolution, before they had time to con- 
clude any one act. Theſe papers furniſhed the 
* on both ſides with ample matter of apo- 

or of recrimination. But all impartial men 

— „Hat the commons, tho' they had not = ge 
% violated any law, yet, by their unpliableneſs and 
independence, were inſenſibly changing, perhaps 
improving, the ſpirit and genius, while they pre- 
« ſerved the forms, of the conſtitution : And that 
* theKing was acting altogether without any plan; 
„% blind running on in a road, ſurrounded, on all 
$ hands, with the moſt dangerous precipices, and 
« concerting no * meaſures, either for ſub- 
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*. Wa to the obſtinacy of the commons, or for 9 L 


„ ſubduing it”. 

AFPTER-A breach with the i which 
emed ſo difficult to repair, the only rational coun- 
Al, which Charles could purſue, was immediately 
to conelude a peace with Spain, and to render him- 
MI, as far as A independent of his eas: 


eee "which he had re into with Hol- 
land and with Denmark, the King's thoughts were, 
at this time, rel averſe to > Pacific councils. 
There are two circumſtances inks character, ſeem- 
ingly incompatible, which attended him during the 
'whole courſe of his reign, and wete, the chief cauſe 
of al his misfortunes : He was very ſteady and 
even obſtinate in his purpoſe ;- and he was eaſily 


governed, by reaſon of his facility, and of his de- 


ference to men, much inferior to himſelf both in 
morals and underſtanding. His great ends he in- 
flexibly maintained: But, the means of attaining 
them, he readily received from his miniſters and 
favorites; e not always fortunate in his choice. 
The fe fariens; impetuous Buckingham, inflamed 
with a deſire of revenge for injuries, whic  him- 
ſelf had committed, and animated with a love fer / 
glory, which he had not talents to merit, had, at 
this time, notwithſtanding his profuſe, licent bus 
life, acquired an invincible aſcendent over the vir- 


tuous and gentle, .temper of the King. 
Tux new countils, which Charles had mentioned Violent 


to the parhament, were now to be tried, in order of the 
e 
F104 #3 court. 


to ſupply his neceſſities. Had he, poſſeſſed any mi- of: 


' litary force, on which he could 


that he had, at once, taken off the maſk, and go- 
verned without any regard to” NL I 4 
 <anſtization : So high an idea had he # of 
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„ e bers, taxation, Which afterwards created ſuch violent diſ- 


"> 3 SAN r Pe Hae required of ſeverat : 
fl Lf | 4 %, To others, the way of benevolence was propoſed : 
An (and Methods, ſupported by precedents, eendernnedd;y 
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kingly prerogative, and ſo contemptible a notion 
of the — -choſe popular aſſemblies, from 


met with ſuch ill uſage. 

But his army was new levied, ill paid, and worſe 

diſciplined; no-way ſuperior to the militia, who 

were much more numerous, and who were, in a 

great meaſure, under the influence of the country- 

gentlemen. It behoved him, therefore, to pro- 
ceed cautiouſly, and to cover his enterprizes under 

the preteXX of antient precedents : h 


A coinmiſſion was openly granted to compound 
with the catholics, and agree for Matie 

with the penal laws, enacted againſt them. By this 
expedient, the King both filleti his coffers, and gra- 
tified his inclination of giving indulgence to theſe 


religioniſts : But he could not sead#ly have employ- 
ed any branch of prerogative, which would have 


been more diſagreeable, or would have appeared 
more exceptionable to his proteſtant ſubjects... _ 
From the nebility, he deſired aſſiſtance: From 


the city, he. required a loan of 100,000 pounds. 


The former contribyted ſlowly : But the latter, co- 
vering themſelves wath many prete * and excuſes, 
gave him at laſt a Plain-dental. V. ua 
In order to equip a fleet, a diſtribution, by or- 
der of the council, was made to all the maritime 
towns; and each of them was required, with the 
aſſiſtance of the adjacent counties, to arm ſo many 
veſſels, as were appointed them. The city of Lon- 
don was rated at twenty ſhips. This is the firſt 
appearance, in Charles's reign, of ſnhip- money; a 


| 1 always invidious even 46 times 
more 
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prince, who was ſo nearly 1 to Charles, and 


e perſuaſions were uſed to that purpoſe ? And that 
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more ſubmiſſive and compliant. In the molt Aer Chap. I. 
Potis governments, ſuch expedients would be re- % 
garded, as irregular and &lergerly. wee gu t 

TFatrst councils for fupply were conducted with 
ſome moderation ; till news arrived, that a yo b 
battle was fought, betwixt the King of, De e 25 . 
and Count Tilly, the imperial general; 
former was totally defi ated. Money now, more 
than ever, became in order to repair ſo 
great a breach in the alliance, and to ſupport a 


who e engaged in the war, chiefly by the 
intrigues and promiſes of the Engliſh monarch. 
After ſome deliberation, an act of council was 
paſſed, importing, that, as the urgency of affairs 
admitted not the way of parliament, the moſt 
ſpeedy, equal, and convenient method of ſupply 
was by a GENERAL Loan from the ſubject, ac- 
cording as every man was aſſeſſed in the rolls of 
the laſt ſubſidy. That preciſe ſum was required, 
which each would have paid had the vote of four 
ſubſidies been paſſed into a law : But care was taken 
to inform the people, that the ſums exacted were 
not to be called ſubſidies, but loan ad, a | 
doubt remained; Hat force 8s. 8 2 2110 - . - 


of hberty, and muſt, by neceſlary conſequence, 
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render all parliaments ſuperfluous; this was the i bl 


proper expedient for o .. the eyes of the whole | 
nation. Re Example 5 Ae AD wen 7 As abe Zr eee 

+» Tre 3 appointed to levy theſe - 4#« AH , 
loans, among other articles of ſecret inſtruction, £4--, yp = 44, 
were enjoined, „If any ſhall refuſe to lend, and 4-4, . | 
«© ſhall make delays or excuſes, and perſiſt in his = EY 7 
„ obftinacy, that they examine him upon oath, ,-_ 
6 ws bo has 4 dealt with to — or re- 0 
„ fuſe to lend, or make an excuſe for not lending? 
« Who has dealt with him, and what ſpeeches or 


£6: We _ allo charge ey ſuch arr — 
„ Majelty s 


44 Isar or enBAT 611 41. 


cope. 1. 4 Majeſty': s name, upon his allegiance, . not t 0d 
& cloſe to any one, What his ahſwer | Vas, 80 
violent an inquiſitotial power, ſo an attempt 


at ſecrecy, Were the Pd 2 of aer 
F and pF" fler Lu 1418 "_ 


civil, ſermons were 3 59 Sibthorpe and 
Manwarring, in fayour of the general loan; and 
the court very induſtriouſly. ſpread, them over the 
kingdom. Paſſive obedience was there recom- 
mended in its full extent, the whole authority of 
the ſtate was repreſented. as belonging to the king 
alone, and all limitations of laws and donſtitutioni 
were. rejected as ſeditious and impious. 80 0 n ; 
1y was. this doctrine 90 by the 

3 b 


A 


| Delice 5 Sib 10rpe” 8 — 
rom Londo "confined. to one 


of is country-ſeats. * EY f 
.H — Abbot's princi- 
les of liberty, and his wry ch to Buckingham, 
[$6 always rendered him very ungracious at court, 
and had acquired him the gharacter of a puritan. 
For 4 tis remarkable, that h party made the pri- 
4 vileges of the nation as much a part of their reli- 
gion, as the church- party did the prerogatives 
of the crown; and nothing tendeds farther to re- 
commend among the people, Who alwa Ake opi- 
nions in the lump, the whole ſyſtem ADE ho 
: of the former ſect. The King ſoon found, by fa- 
tal 1 that this engine of religion, which, 
with ſq little n ceflit was introduced into politics, 
r 8.4 8 85 vas played wi wich the moſt 
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their neighbors to inſiſt upon their common rights Chap. 5 


and privileges. By warrant of the council, he 
were thrown into priſon. Moſt of them with pa- 
tience ſubmitted to confinement, or applied by pe- 
tition to the King, who commonly releaſed them. 
Five gentlemen alone, Sir Thomas Darnel, Sir 
2 Corbet, Sir Walter Earl, Sir John Hevening- 

am, and Sir Edmond Hambden, had ſpirit enough, 
at their own hazard and expence, to defend the 
public liberties, and to demand releaſement, not as 


1626. 


1627. 


a favor from the court, but as their due, by the 


laws of their country. No particular cauſe was 
aſſigned of their confinement. The ſpecial com- 
ſoma alone of the King 2 Wa e was pleaded. 
And Ml, it was aflerte is was not ſufficient 
reaſon for refuſing bail or releaſement to the pri- 
ſoners. 


Tals queſtion was brought to a ſolemo trial, Novem. 


aa the King's bench; and the whole kingdom 

were attentive to the flue of a cauſe, which was of 

much greater conſequence than the event of many 
battles. 

By the debates on this ſubject, it appeared, 
beyond controverſy, to the whole nation, that 
their anceſtors had been ſo jealous of perſonal 
liberty, as to ſecure it againſt arbitrary power in 
the crown, by fix * ſeveral ſtatutes, and by an ar- 


ticle + of the GREAT CHARTER itſelf, the moſt. 


ſacred foundation of the laws and conſtitution. But 
the kings of England, who had not been able to 
prevent the enacting of theſe laws, had ſufficient 
authority, when the tide of Barn was ſpent, to 
hinder their regular executign ; and, 


ng, they deertied: it ſuperflu- 
ous to attempt the. repeal of ſtatutes, yhich they 
found ſo many expedients and iy. 227 to elude. 


® 1c; bas III. cap. 4. 28. Edw. III. py tg 37. Edw. 
HL c 38. Edw. III. cap. g. du. ni cap. 3. 
1. Nh. Il. II. cap. 7a. F Chap. 29. | 
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Turbulent and ſeditious times frequently occurred, 


when the ſafety of the people abſolutely required 
the confinement of factious leaders; and by the 


5 genius of the old conſtitution, the prince, of him- 


F 227 


felf, was accuſtomed to aſſume every branch of 
prerogative, which was found neceſſary for the pre- 


ſervation of public peace and of his own authority. 
Expediency, at other times, would cover itſelf un- 


der the appearance of neceſſity; and, in proportion 
as precedents multiplied, the will alone of the ſo- 


vereign was ſufficient to ſupply the place of expe- 


diency, of which he ee himſelf the ſole 


Judge. * Tho, rebelligus ſubjects had frequently, in 
inſt 


15 


the open field, 74 
no perſon had been found ſo hardy, 


Z while confined and at mercy, as to ſet himſelf in 


oppoſition to regal power, and to claim the pro- 
tection of the kwaand conſtitution, againſt the ar- 


diary will of the ſovereign. FF was not till this 
age, when the ſpirit of liberty was univerſally dif- 


fuſed, when the principles of government were near- 
ly reduced to a ſyſtem,” that theſe five gentlemen 
above-mentioned, by a noble effort, ventured, in 


ure e e this national cauſe, to bring the queſtion to a final 


determination. And the King was aſtoniſhed to 


„ that a power, exerciſed by his predeceſſors 


almoſt without interruption, was „upon tr 
al, to be directly oppolite to the cleareſt laws, and 
ſupported by few u undoubted precedents in 


courts of judicature. "Theſe had ſcarcely, in any 
inſtance, refuſed bail upon the commitments by 


ſpecial command of the king; becaule the perſons 


7 4 at . committed had ſeldom or never dared to demand it 
b ee, Fir Sik Randolf Crew, Lord chief juſtice, had been 


— 


diſplaced, as unfit for the purpoſes of the court: 
Sir Nicholas Hyde, eſteemed more EAP. had 


obtained that high office: Yet the judges, by his 


direction, went no farther than to remand the gen- 
tlemen to Re priſonß, and refule, the bail, which 


was 


* 


\F yorVWw 


_ wiſely 


EB AR E E S 1. 


ed, that the court ſhould enter a general judg- 


ment, that no bail could be granted, upon a com- 


mit the or council: But the judges 
1977 2 755 _ nation, they faw, were al- 


ready, to the laſt degree, exaſperated.” Theirehains 


And moſt invidi- 


ous prerogative of the crown: "that of impriſoning 


the ſubject, was here, openly,” and ſolemnly, and 
in numerous inſtances, exerciſed for the moſt in- 
vidious purpoſe, in order to extort loans, or rather 


ſubſidies, without conſent of parliament. 
Bur this wa y hardſhip, of which 
the nation e L e Fl to complain. The 


army, which had. made the fruitleſs expedition to - 


Cadiz, were billetted about the kingdom ; and 
money was arbitrarily levied upon the counties, for 
the payment of their quarters. 

Tus ſoldiers were billetted upon private houſes, 
contrary to cuſtom, which required, that, in all 


ordinary caſes, they ſhould be quartered in inns and 


public houſes. 
Tos, who had refuſed or delayed the loan, 


were ſure to. be loaded with a greates number of 
theſe dangerous and diſorderly gueſts. 


Many too, of low condition, who had ſhown a 
refractory diſpoſition, were preſſed to the ſervice, 
and inliſted in the fleet or army. Sir Peter Hay- 


man, for the ſame reaſon, was diſpatched into the 


Palatinate : Glanville, an eminent lawyer, had been 
obliged, during the former interval of nn 


to accept of an office in the navy. 


Tas ſoldiers, ill- paid and undiſciplined, com- 
mitted many crimes and outrages; and increaſed 


extremely the public diſcontents. To prevent theſe 


diſorders, martial law, ſo requiſite to the ſupport 


of diſcipline, was exerciſed upon the ſoldiers. By 


a contradiction, which is very natural, When the 
people are exalperated, the outrages of the army 


2 85 were 


243 
was offered. Heathe, the attorney-general, inſiſt- Chap. I. 


1627. 


— 


2 - : 1627. 


2 


HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
Chap. L were complained of; the remedy was thought ſtill 


more intolerable. ' Tho? the expediency, if we are 
not rather to ſay,” the neceſſity, of martial law, had 
| formerly been eſteemed, of itſelf, a ſufficient ground 
for eſtabliſhing it; men, now become more jealous 
ol liberty, and m more refined reaſoners in queſtions 
of government, regarded, as illegal and arbitrary, 
every exerciſe of authority, which was not ſupport- 
ed by expreſs ſtatute, or uninterrupted precedent.” 
IT may ſafely be affirmed, that, except a few 


profited Saure, ers 2p bigatted eceleſiaſtics, all 


men were with this 
BE 4 


Tho' antient precedents e in favor of 
the King's meaſures; E See ſfference, upon com- 
pariſon, was obſerved betwit the caſes. Acts of | 
power, however- irregular, might. caſually and at 

intervals, be exerciſed by a prince, for the ſake of 
diſpatch or expediency; and yet liberty ſtill ſubſiſt, 
in ſome tolerable degree, under his adminiſtration. 
But where all theſe were reduced intoa ſyſtem, were 
exerted without interruption, were ſtudiouſly ſought 
for, in order to ſupply the place of laws, and ſub- 
due the refractory ſpirit of the nation; it was neceſ- 


ſary to find ſome ſpeedy remedy, or finally to aban- 


don all hopes of preſerving the antient freedom of 
the conſtitution. Nor eenld moderate men eſteem 
the provocation, which the King had received, tho' 


great, ſufficient, — to warrant all theſe 


_— meaſures. The commons, as yet, had no 
invaded his authority: They had only exerciſ- 
ad as beſt pleaſed them, their own privileges. 
Was bee becauſe, from one bouſe of 00 
hament, he had met with ſeme harſh and unkind 
treatment, to make, in revenge, an unpaliand-mHe- 
gal invaſion on the rights and liberties of the whole 
nation ? 
A to what pole all theſe nde ſtretches 
of pretogative, Which tore and disjointe& the whole 
fabric 


ole 


nes 


ric 


men, when Charles, baffled in every attempt againſt 


| meaſures ; 3 as if the half of Europe, .now his ene- 


this time ruled by young princes, Philip, Louis, 
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bricof the government end exhduſted all the force Chap. I. 
ofdchis authority? Only tſupport.. Buckingham, 3 
ver unfit miniſter during Tech critical times; and 
on war with Spain a war, in every re- 
ſpect, tyuſt, unneceſſary, an ot recommended 
by the leaſt hopes of ſucceſs. 

Bur great was at this time the ſurprize of al 


the Auſtrian dominions, embroiled with his. own 
ſubjects, unſupplied with any treaſure but what he 
extorted by the moſt invidious and moſt dangerous 


my, - was not ſufficient for the exerciſe of military 


proweſs ; wantonly attacked "the other great Spire Au e. 
in his neighbourhood, and engaged at once inte 


war againſt thoſe two powers, whoſe intereſts was are2£ 


hitherto Te emed ſo incompatible, that they could 
never, it was thought, agree either in the ſame . 


friendſhips or enmities. Lipeak-oftherupurenyith War 3 
Eraneo, -a. meafnre,-che-meſt-e tr aerdmar -an a 


ac- France. 
1 All au- 1 
thentic memoirs, both foreign and d eſtic, aſcribe 
thigewar to BuckiSghanth 785780 t e as ac- | 


tuated by motives, Sac would appear incredible, | 

were we not taliciently acquainted with the extreme | 

violence and temerity of his character. | 
Tus three great monarchies of Europe were at 


and Charles, who were nearly of the ſame age, and 
who had implicitly reſigned the government of 
themſelves. and of their empires to their creatures 
and miniſters, Olivarez, Richelieu, and Bucking- 
ham. The people, whom the moderate temper or 
narrow genius of their princes, would have allowed 
to remain for ever in tranquillity, were ſtrongly a- 
gitated by the emulation and jealouſy of the mini- 
ſters. Above all, the towering ſpirit of Richelieu, 
incapable of reſt, promiſed an active age, and gave 
indications of great revolutions thro out all Europe. 
R 3 _ 
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Tuis man had no ſooner, by ſuppleneſs and in- 
trigue, got poſſeſſion of 'the reins of government, 
than he formed, at once, three mighty projects ; 
to ſubdue the turbulent ſpirits of the great, to re- 
dace the rebellious hugonots, and to curb the en- 


croaching power of the houſe of Auſtria. Undaunt- 


ed and implacable, prudent and active; no oppo- 
ſition of the French prinees could withſtand his ven- 
geance, no cabals could eſcape his penetration. His 
ſovereign himſelf, he held in ſubjection, while he 
exalted the throne. The people, while they loſt 
their liberties, acquired, by means of his admini- 
ſtration, learning, order, diſcipline, and renown. 
That confuſed and inaccurate genius of. govern- 
ment, which France partook in common with other 
European kingdoms, he changed into a ſimple mo- 
narchy ; at the very time, when the i incapacity of 
Buckingham encouraged the free ſpirit of the com- 
mons to eſtabliſh in England a regular em of 
liberty. 

HowrvrR unequal the a hain theſe 
miniſters, Buckingham had entertained a mighty 
jealouſy againſt Richelieu; a jealouſy not founded 
on rivalſhip of power and politics, but of love and 
gallantry, where the Duke was as much ſuperior to 
the Cardinal, as he was inferior in every other par- 
ticular. | 

At the time, when Charles married by proxy the 
Princeſs Henrietta, the Duke of Buckingham was 
diſpatched into France, in order to grace the nup- 
tials, and conduct the new Queen into England. 
The eyes of the whole French court were directed 
by curioſity towards that man, who had enjoyed the 
unlimited favor of two ſucceſſive monarchs, and 


Who, from a private ſtation, had mounted, in the 


earlieſt youth, to the abſolute government of three 
kingdoms. The extreme beauty of his perſon, the 
fs fine te of his air, the ſplendor of his equipage, 

is fine taſte in dreſs, feſtivals, and carouſels, cor- 


reſponded 


Wo 


1 — — 


' # 
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reſponded to the prepoſſeſſions, entertained in his Chap. I. 
favor: The affability of his behavior, the gaiety of 627. 9 
his manners, the magnificence of his expence, in- =” 
created ſtill farther the general admiration, which | N 
was paid him. All buſineſs being already concert- 
ed, the time was intirely ſpent in mirth and enter- 
tainments; and, during thoſe ſplendid ſcenes, a- 
mong that gay people, the Duke found himſelf an 
a ſituation, where he was perfectly qualified to 
excell. But his great ſucceſs at Paris proved as 1 
fatal as his former failure at Madrid. Encouraged 3 
by the ſmiles of the court, he dared to carry his 
ambitious addreſſes to the Queen herſelf; and he 
failed not to make impreſſion on a heart not un- 
diſpoſed to the tender paſſions. That attach- Y 
ment, at leaſt, of the mind, which appears fo de- | | Y 
licious, and is ſo dangerous, ſeems to have been en- | 
couraged by the Princeſs ; and the Duke preſumed 
ſo far on her good graces, that, after his depar- 
ture, he ſecretly returned upon ſome pretext, and, 
paying a viſit to the Queen, was diſmiſſed with a 
a reproof, which favored more of kindneſs than of 
anger. | TT . 
INFORMATION of this correſpondence was ſoon 
carried to Richelien, The vigilance of that mini- 
ſter was here farther rouzed by jealouſy. He too, 
either from vanity or politics, had ventured to ad- 
dreſs his vows to the Queen. But a prieſt, paſt 
middle age, of a ſevere character, and occupied in 
the moſt extenſive plans of ambition or vengeance, \ 
was but an unequal match in that conteſt, with a 
young courtier, intirely diſpoſed to gaiety and gal- 
lantry. The Cardinal's diſappointment ſtrongly in- 
clined him to counter-work the amorous projects of 
his rival. When the Duke was making prepara- 


tions for a new embaſly to Paris, a meſſage was 


ſent him from Louis, that he muſt not think of 
ſuch a journey. In a romantic paſſion, he ſwore, = 
That he would ſee the Queen, in ſpite of all the 1 5 1 
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of France; and from that moment, he was deter- 


mined to engage England into a rupture with that 


kingdom. 


He firſt took advantage of ſome quarrels, excited 


by the Queen of England's attendants ; and he per- 
faded on to diſmiſs, at once, all her French 


ſervants, con ary to the expreſs articles of the mar- 


riage- treaty. He encouraged the Engliſh ſhips of 


war and privateers to ſeize veſſels, belonging to 
French merchants ; and zheſe he readily condemned 
as prizes by a ſentence of the court of admiralty. 
But finding, that all theſe injuries produced only re- 
monſtrances and embaſſies, or at moſt reprizals, on 
the part of France; he reſolved to ſecond the in- 
trigues of the Duke of Soubize, and to undertake 
at once a military expedition againſt that nation. 
'SoUBIZE, who, along with his brother, the Duke 
of Rohan, was the leader of the hugonot faction, 
was at that time in London, and ſtrongly ſollicited 
Charles to embrace the protection of theſe diſtreſſed 
religioniſts. He repreſented, That, after the inha- 
bitants of Rochelle had been repreſſed by the com- 
bined ſquadrons of England and Holland, after peace 
was concluded with the French King under Charles's 
mediation, the ambitions Cardinal was ſtill medi- 
tating the deſtruction of the hugonots ; that prepa- 
rations were ſilently making in every province of 


France for the ſuppreſſion of their religion; that 


forts were erected in order to bridle Rochelle, the 
moſt conſiderable bulwark of the proteſtants ; that 
the reformed in France caſt their e yes on Charles as 
the head of their faith, and conſidered him as a 


prince engaged by intereſt, as well as inclination, to 


ſupport them ; that, as long as their party ſubſiſted, 
Charles might rely on their obedience, as much as 
on that of his own ſubjects; but, if their liberties 
were once raviſhed from them, the power of France, 
freed from this impediment, would ſoon become 

formidable 


o hy o * 
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formidable to England, and to all the neighboring Chap. I. 


nations. | 10 i. 3 

To Charles probably bore but ſmall favor to 
the hugonots, who ſo much reſembled the puritans, 
in diſcipline and worſhip, in religion and politics; 
he yet allowed himſelf to be gained by theſe argu- 
ments, inforced by the ſollicitations of Buckingham. 
A fleet of a hundred fail and an army of 5000 men 
were fitted out for the invaſion of France, and both 


of them intruſted to the command of the Duke, 


who was altogether unacquainted both with land 
and ſea-ſervice. The fleet appeared before Rochelle: ↄth of Ju- 


But fo ill- concerted were the Duke's meaſures, that ly. 


the inhabitants of that city ſhut their gates, and re- Expedi- 
fuſed to admit allies, of whoſe coming they were een 
not previouſly informed. All his military opera 
tions ſnowed equal incapacity and inexperience. In- 

ſtead of attacking Oleron, a fertile iſland and de- 
fenceleſs, he bent his courſe to the iſle of Rhe, 

which was well-garriſoned and fortified : Havin 

landed his men, tho' with ſome loſs, he followed 

not the blow, but allowed Toiras, the French go- 

vernor, five days reſpite, during which St. Martin 

was victualed and provided for a ſiege : He left be- 

hind him the ſmall fort of Prie, which could at firſt 

have made no manner of reſiſtance: Tho' reſolved 

to ſtarve St. Martin, he guarded the ſea negligent- 

ly, and allowed proviſions and ammunition to be 


_ thrown into it: Deſpairing to reduce it by famine, 
he attacked it without having made any breach, 


and raſhly threw away the lives of his ſoldiers : 


Having found, that a French army had ſtolen over 


in ſmall diviſions, and had landed at Prie, the fort, 


which he had, at firſt overlooked, he began to think 
of a retreat; but made it fo unſkilfully, that it was gt of 


equivalent to a total rout: He was the laſt, of the October. 
whole army, who embarked ; and he returned to 


England, having loſt two thirds of his land- forces; 


totally diſcredited both as an admiral and a general g 
an 
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and bringing no praiſe with him, but that vulgar 
one of courage and perſonal bravery. + 26888 


Tux Duke of Rohan, who had taken arms as | 
ſoon as Buckingham appeared upon the coaſt, diſ- 


covered the dangerous ſpirit of the ſect, without be- 


ing able to do any miſchief: The inhabitants of 
Rochelle, who had, at laſt, been induced to join 
themſelves to the Engliſh, haſtened the vengeance 
of their maſter, exhauſted their proviſions in ſup- 


plying their allies, and were threatened with an im- 


mediate ſiege. Such were the fruits of Bucking- 


| ham's expedition againſt France. 


CH A ET 


Third parliament.— Petition of right .—Pr . 
Death of Buckingham. New ſeſſion of parliament. 
—Tonnage and poundage.— Armimianiſm.—Diſſolu- 


tion. | 


A More ſubmiſſive nation than the Engliſh 
would have ſhowed ſymptoms of diſcontent 
at theſe Multi ied violences and diſaſters. Their 


17 7 . 
| liberfids were, a—a-manner, raviſhed from them; 


illegal faxes extorted : their commerce, which had 
met with a ſevere check from the Spaniſh, was to- 
tally annihilated by the French war ; thoſe military 


| honors, tranſmitted to them from their anceſtors, 


had received a grievous ſtain, by two unſucceſsful 
and ill- conducted expeditions ; ſcarce an illuſtrious 
family but mourned, from the laſt of them, the loſs 
of a ſon or brother ; greater calamities were dreaded - 
from the war with theſe powerful monarchies, con- 
curring with the internal diſorders, under which 
the nation labored. And all theſe ills were aſcrib- 
ed ſolely to Charles's obſtinacy, in adhering to the 


| councils of Buckingham; a man no way intituled, 


by his birth, age, ſervices, or merit, to that unli- 


mited confidence, repoſed in him. To be ſacri- 


ficed 


"CH A R SK 

ficed to the intereſt, policy, and ambition of the 
great, 1s ſo much the common lot of the people, 
that they may appear unreaſonable, who would 
pretend to complain of it: But to be the victim of 
the frivolous gallantry of favorite, and of his 
boyiſh caprices, ſeemed Mutes of peculiar in- 
dignation. 

Ix this ſituation, it may be imagined, the King 
and the Duke dreaded, above all things, the aſ- 
ſembling a parliament : But, fo ſhort-ſighted had 
they been 1n their enterprizing ſchemes, that they 
found themſelves under an abſolute neceſſity of 
embracing that expedient. The money levied, or 
rather extorted, under pretext of prerogative, had 
come 1n very flowly, and had left ſuch ill-humor 
in the nation, that it appeared dangerous to renew 
the ſame meaſure. The abſolute necefſity of ſup- 
ply, it was hoped, would engage the commons to 
forget all paſt injuries; and, having experienced 
the ill effects of former obſtinacy, they would pro- 
bably aſſemble with a reſolution of making ſome 
reaſonable compliances. The more to ſoften them, 
it was concerted, by Sir Robert Cotton's advice, 
that Buckingham ſnould be the firſt perſon, who 
propoſed in council the calling a new parliament. 
Having laid in this ſtock of merit, he expected, 
that all his former miſdemeanors would be over- 
looked and forgiven, and that, inſtead of a tyrant 
and oppreſſor, he would be regarded as the firſt pa- 
triot in the nation. 

TRE views of the popular leaders were much 
more judicious and profound. When the com- 
mons aſſembled, they appeared to be men of the 
ſame independent ſpirit with their predeceſſors, 
and poſſeſſed of ſuch riches, that their property was 
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Third 
parlia- 
ment. 


March 17. 


computed to ſurpaſs three times that of the houſe 


of peers; they were deputed by burroughs and 
counties, inflamed, all of them, by the late epen vi- 
olations of liberty; many of the members them- 

ſelves 
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_ I. ſelves had been caſt into priſon, and had ſuffered 


by the asbitrery meaſures of the court; yet, not- 
withſtanding all theſe circumſtances. which might 
prompt them to embrace violent reſolutions, they 
entered upon buſineſs with perfect temper and de- 
corum. They conſidered, that the King, diſguſt- 
ed at theſe popular aſſemblies, and educated with 
a contempt of their privileges, wanted but a fair 
pretext of breaking with them, and would ſeize 
the firſt opportunity offered by any indecent or un- 
dutiful behavior of the members He had fairly 
told them, in his firſt ſpeech, that, „if they ſhould 
% not do their duties, in contributing to the neceſ- 
“ ſities of the ſtate, he muſt, in diſcharge of his 
« conſcience, uſe thoſe other means, which God 
“% had put into his hands, in order to fave that 
„ which the follies of ſome particular men may 
© -otherways put in danger. Take not this for a 
“ threatening,” added the King, for I ſcorn to 
% threaten any but my equals; but as an admoni- 
* tion from him, who, by nature and duty, has 
“ moſt care of your preſervation and proſperity.” 

The Lord keeper, by the King's direction, ſub- 
joined, This way of parliamentary ſupplies, as 
„ his Majeſty told you, he hath choſen, not as the 
% only way, but as the fitteſt ; | not becauſe he is 


e deſtitute of others, but becauſe it is moſt agree- 
© able to the goodneſs of his own moſt gracious 


&« diſpoſition, and to the deſire and weal of his 
«© people. If this be deferred, neceſſity and the 
„ ſword of the enemy make way to the others. 
„Remember his Majeſty's admonition; I ſay, re- 
& member it.“ From theie avowed maxims, the 
commons foreſaw, that, if the leaſt handle was af- 
forded, the King would immediately diſſolve them, 


and thence forward eſteem himſelf juſtified for vi- 


olating, in a manner {till more open, all the an- 
tient forms of the conſtitution. No remedy could 
then be looked for, but from inſurrections and civil 

8 war, 
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war, of which the iſſue would be extremely uncer- Chap. Il. 
tain, and which mult, in all events, Prove infinite- 1628. 


ly calamitous to the whole nation. To correct the 
late diſorders in the adminiſtration required ſome 
new laws, which would, no doubt, appear harſh 
to a prince, fo enamoured of his prerogative ; and 
it was requiſite to temper, by the decency and mo- 
deration of their debates, the rigor, which mult 
neceſſarily attend their determinations. And no- 
thing can give us a higher idea of the capacity of 
thoſe men, who now guided the commons, and of 
the great authority, which they had acquired, than 
the forming and executin ng fo judicious and fo dif- 
ficult a plan of operation 
Tux decency, however, which the popular lea- 

ders had preſcribed to themſelves, and recommend- 
ed to others, hindered them not from making the 
loudeſt and moſt vigorous complaints againſt the 
grievances, under which the nation had lately la- 
bored. Sir Francis Seymour ſaid, „This is the 
great council of the kingdom, and here with cer- 
« tainty, if not here only, his Majeſty may ſee, as 
in a true glaſs, the ſtate of the kingdom. We 
* are all called hither by his writs, in order to give 
c him faithful counſel ; ſuch as may ſtand with his 
“ honor: And this we muſt do without flattery. 
«© We are all ſent hither by the people, in order to 
« deliver their juſt grievances: And this we muſt 
«© do without fear. Let us not act like Cambyſes's 
„ judges, who, when their approbation was de- 
«© manded by the prince to ſome illegal meaſure, 
ec ſaid, that, Tho! there was a written law, the Per- 
& an kings might follow their own will and pleaſure. 
« This was baſe flattery, fitter for our reproof than 
«© our imitation; and as fear, ſo flattery taketh a- 
« way the judgment. For my part, I ſhall ſhun 
„both; and ſpeak my mind with as much duty, 
as any man, to his Majeſty, without neglecting 
; the _ 
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“ Bur how can we expreſs our affections, While 
we retain our fears; or ſpeak of giving, till we 
know whether we have any thing to give. For, 
if his Majeſty may be perſuaded to take what 
he will, what need we give? 

Tua this hath been done, appeareth by the 
billetting of ſoldiers, a thing no way advanta- 
geous to the King's ſervice, and a burthen to the 


commonwealth : By. the impriſonment of gen- 


tlemen for refuſing the loan, who, if they had 
done the contrary for fear, had been as blame- 


able as the projectors of that oppreſſive meaſure. 


To countenance theſe proceedings, hath it not 
been preached in the pulpit, or rather prated, 
that All we have is the king's by divine right, But 
when preachers forfake their own calling, and 


turn ignorant ſtateſmen; we ſee how willing they 
are to exchange a good conſcience for a biſhopric. 


« He, I muſt confeſs, is no good ſubject, who 
would not willingly and chearfully, lay down 
his life, when that ſacrifice may promote the 
intereſts of his ſovereign and the good of the 
commonwealth, But he is not a good fubject, 
he 1s a ſlave, who will allow his goods to be 
taken from him againſt his will, and his liberty 
againſt the laws of the kingdom. By oppoſing 


theſe practices, we ſhall but tread in the ſteps 


of our forefathers, who ſtill preferred the pub- 
lic before their private intereſt, nay before their 
very lives. It will in us be a wrong done to 
ourſelves, to our poſterities, to our conſciences, 
if we forego this claim and pretenſion.“ 

« ] read of a cuſtom,” ſaid Sir Robert Philips, 
among the old Romans, that, once every year, 
they held a ſolemn feſtival, at which their ſlaves 
had liberty without exception, to ſpeak what 
they pleaſed, in order to eaſe their afflited 
minds; and, on the concluſton of the feſtival, 


the ſlaves ſeverally returned to as gen ſer- 


vitudes. « Tris 
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Tuts inſtitution may, with ſome diſtinction, Chap. IL 

c well ſet forth our preſent ſtate and condition. 1628. 

After the revolution of ſome time, and the grie- / 

vous ſufferance of many violent oppreſſions, we < 

c have now, at laſt, as thoſe flaves; obtained, for = 

a day, ſome liberty of ſpeech ; But ſhall not, I 1 

<«< truſt, be hereafter ſlaves: For we are born free. 

« Yet, what new illegal burthens our eſtates and 4 

c perſons have groaned under, my heart yearns 1 

to think of, my tongue falters to utter. 1 

Tur grievances, by which we are oppreſſed, I Y 

& draw under two heads; acts of power againſt law, 1 

| and the judgments of lawyers againſt our liberty.” | 
_ Having mentioned three illegal judgments, 2 
| paſſed within his memory; that by which the _- 
| Scotch, born after James's acceſſion, were admit- 1 
| ted to all the privileges of Engliſh ſubjeQs; that 1 
| by which the new impoſitions had been warrant- 
| ed; and the laſt, by which arbitrary impriſonments 
were authorized; he thus proceeded. | 
| I can live, tho another, who has no right, be "4 i 
| < put to live along with me; nay, I can live, tho A 
e burthened with impoſitions, beyond what at pre- | 
« ſent I labor under: But to have my liberty, 1 
& which is the ſoul of my life, raviſhed fr m me; | 
to have my perſon pent up in a jail, without re- | 2 | 


7 
* 


lief by law, and to be fo adjudged, O! 
% improvident anceſtors! O! unwiſe forefathers ! 

to be ſo curious in providing for the quiet poſ- | 
> | ſeſſon of our lands and the liberties of parlia- 1 
| «© ment; and, at the ſame time, ro neglect our - 
| 6 perſonal liberty, and let us lie in priſon, and that 9 
; during pleaſure, without redreſs or remedy ! If this 
, ce be law, why do we talk of liberties? Why trouble 
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. &. ourſelves with diſputes about a conſtitution, fran- 
t “ chiſes, property of goods, and the like? What may 
| « any man call his own, if not the liberty of his perſon? 


- « fore conclude to have a ſelect committee, in order 


, lam weary of. treading theſe ways; and there- 1 4 
. | 
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| Chap. II. “ to frame a petition to his Majeſty for redreſs of 


1628. 


< theſe oppreſſions. And this petition being read, 
examined and approved, may be delivered to 
„ the King, of whoſe gracious anſwer we have 
6 mo wo to doubt, our deſires being ſo rea- 


« ſonable, our intentions ſo loyal, and the man- 
* ner ſo dutiful. Neither need we fear, that this 
&« is the critical parhament, as has been inſinuated; 


* 


or that this 1s a way to deſtruction: But aſſure 


« ourſelves of a happy iſſue. Then fhall the 
« King, as he calls us his great council, find us 
& his true council, and own us his good council. ” 
Tur ſame topics were inforced by Sir Thomas 
Wentworth. After mentioning projectors and ill 
miniſters of ſtate. 4 Theſe,” ſaid he, have in- 
& troduced aprivy council, raviſhing, at once, the 
6 ſpheres of all antient government ; deſtroy- 
ing all liberty; impriſoning us without bail or 


e bond. They have taken from us— 


„% What ſhall I ſay? indeed, what have they let 
« us? By tearing up the roots of all property, they 


have taken from us every means of ſupplying 
< the king, and of ingratiating ourſelves by vo- 
« Juntary proofs of our duty and attachment to- 


« wards him. 
« To the making whole all theſe breaches, I 
“ ſhall apply myſelf; and, to all theſe diſeaſes, 


„ ſhall propound a remedy. By one and the ſame 


« thing, have the king and the people been hurt, 
& and by the ſame muſt they be cured. We muft 
& yindicate : What? New things? No: Our anti- 
ent, legal, and vital liberties ; by re-inforcing the 
laws, enacted by our anceſtors ; ; by ſetting ſuch 
a ſtamp upon them, that no licentious ſpirit ſhall 
dare henceforth to invade them. And ſhall we 
think this a way to break a parliament ? No: 
our deſires are modeſt and juſt. I ſpeak both 
for the intereſt of King and people. If we 
enjoy not theſe rights, it will be 1 for 
us 


oP 
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te us to att him. Let us never, 1 
2 doubt of a favorable reception from bus good- 
6 neſs.” 

Tursk ſentiments were nas 3 
by the whole houſe. Even the court-party pre- 


tended not to plead, in defence of the late mea- 
ſures, any thing but the neceſſity, to which the 


King had been reduced, by the obſtinacy of the 
former parliament, A vote, therefore, was paſſed 
without oppoſition, againſt arbitrary impriſonments 
and forced loans. And the ſpirit of liberty hav- 
ing obtained ſome ſatisfaction by this exertion of 


itſelf, the King's re-iterated meſſages, who preſſed 


for ſupply, were attended to with better temper. 
Five ſubſides were voted him; with which, tho” 
much inferior to his wants, he declared himſelf 
well- ſatisfied. The Duke's approbation too of this 
meaſure was mentioned by Secretary Coke ; but the 
conjunction of a ſubject with the ſovereign was ill 


received by the houſe. Tho' diſguſted with the 


King, the jealouſy, which they felt for his honor, 


was more ſenſible than that, which his unbounded 


confidence in the Duke would allow even himſelf to 
entertain. 

Tx ſupply, tho' voted, was not, as yet, dn 
into a law; and the commons reſolved to employ 
che interval in providing firm barriers to their rights 


and liberties, ſo lately violated. They knew, that 


their own vote, declaring the illegality of the former 
meaſures, had not, of itſelf, ſufficient authority to 
ſecure the conſtitution againſt all future invaſion. 
Some act to that purpoſe muſt receive the ſanction 
of the whole legiſlature; and they appointed a 
committee to prepare the model of ſo important a 
law. By collecting into one effort all the dangerous 
and oppreſſive claims of his prerogative, Charles 
had expoſed them to the hazard of one aſſault; and 
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had farther, by a nearer view of the conſequences | 


attending them, rouzed the independent genius of 
Vol. I. 5M the 
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without conſent of parliament, arbitrary impriſon- 
ment, billeting ſoldiers, martial law; theſe were 
the grievances complained of, and againſt theſe an 
eternal remedy was to be provided. The com- 
mons pretended not, as they affirmed, to any unu- 
ſual powers or privileges: They aimed only at fe- 
curing thoſe tranſmitted them from their anceſtors. 
And their law they reſolved to call a PRTITIoN oP 
RIGHT: as implying that it contained a corrobo- 
ration or explanation of the antient conſtitution, 
not any infringement of regal prerogative or ac- 
quiſition of new liberties. : | 
Wulxx the committee was employed in fram- 
ing the petition of right, the favorers of each party, 
both in parliament and thro'out the nation, were 
engaged in diſputes about this bill, which, in all 
likelihood, was to form a memorable æra in the En- 
gliſn government. We 
Tr the ſtatutes, ſaid the partizans of the 
commons, which ſecure Engliſh liberty, are not- 
become obſolete, appears hence, that the En- 
gliſh have ever been free, and have ever been 
governed by law and a limited conſtitution. Pri- 
vileges in particular, which are founded on the 
GREAT CHARTER, muſt always remain in force, 
becaule derived from a ſource of never failing au- 
thority ; regarded in all ages as the moſt ſacred 
contract betwixt king and people. Such attention 
was paid to this charter by our generous anceſtors, 
that they got the confirmation of it re- iterated thir- 
ty ſeveral times; and even ſecured it by a law, 
which ſeems in execution impracticable. They en- 
acted, That no ſtatute, which ſhoul# be afterwards en- 
atted in contradiction to any article of that charter, 
Should ever have any force or validity. But with re- 
gard to that important article, which ſecures per- 
ſenal liberty; ſo far from attempting, at any time, 
any legal infringement of it; they have corroborat- 
2 | Þ | : 1 ed 


pl it 05 fox ale. and put ĩt out of all doubt and Chap II. 

controverſy. If in practice it has often been vio- 1628. 

lated, abuſes can never come in place of rules; 

nor can any rights or legal powers be derived from 

injury and injuſtice. But the ſubjects title to per- 

ſonal liberty is not founded only on antient, and i 

therefore, the more ſacred laws: It is confirmed by q 

the whole Anarocy of the government and conſti- 

-tution. A free monarchy, in which every individual 

is a ſlave, is a glaring contradiction ; and 'tis requi- 

ſite, where the laws aſſign privileges to the different | 

orders of the ſtate, thatit likewiſe ſecure the inde- <4 ' 

pendence of all the members. If any difference 

could be made in this particular, 'twere better to | 

abandon even life or property tõ the arbitrary will of 

the prince; nor would ſuch immediate danger enſue, 

from that conceſſion, to the laws and to the pri- 

vileges of the people. To bereave of his life a 

man not condemned by any legal trial, is ſo egre- 

gious an exerciſe of tyranny, as muſt at once ſhock 

the natural humanity of princes, and convey an 

alarm thro' the whole commonwealth. To con- 

fiſcate a man's fortune, Beſides being a moſt- atro- 

cious violence, expoſes the monarch fo much to the 

imputation of avarice and rapacity, that it will ſel- 

dom be attempted in any civilized government. 

But confinement, tho' a leſs ſtriking, is no leſs ſe- 

vere a puniſhment ; nor is there any ſpirit, ſo erect 

and independent, as not to be broke by the long 

continuance of the filent and inglorious ſuffer- 

ings of, a jail. The power of impriſonment, there- 

fore, being the moſt natural and potent engine of 

arbitrary government, it is abſolutely neceſſary to re- ; 

move it from a government, which is free and legal. | 1 
| Tar partizans of the court reaſoned after a dif- | 

ferent manner. The true rule of government, ſaid 

they, during any period, is that to which the peo- 

ple, from time immemorial, have been accuſtom- 

ed, and to which they erally pay a prompt obe- 
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dience. A practice, which has ever ſtruck their 
ſenſes, and of which they have ſeen and heard in- 
numerable precedents, has another kind of autho- 
rity with them, than maxims derived from anti- 
quated ſtatutes and mouldy records. In vain do 
the lawyers eſtabliſh it as a principle, that a ſtatute 
can never bs abrogated by oppolite cuſtom ; but 
requires to be expreſsly repealed by a contrary 


ſtatute : While they pretend to-inculcate an axiom, 


peculiar to Engliſh juriſprudence, they violate the 
moſt eſtabliſhed principles of human nature ; and 
even, by neceſſary conſequence, reaſon in contra- 
diction to law itſelf, 'which they would repreſent 
as ſo ſacred and inviolable. A law, to have any 
authority, muſt be derived from a legiſlature, Which 


has right. And whence do all legiſlatures derive 


their right but from long cuſtom and eftabliſhed 
practice; If a ſtatute contrary to public good, has, 


at any time, been raſhly voted and aſſented to, 
either from the violence of faction, or the inex- 


perience of ſenates and princes ; it cannot be more 
effectually abrogated, than by a train of contrary 
precedents, which prove, that, from common con- 
ſent, it has, tacitly been ſet aſide, as inconvenient 
and impraCticable. Such has been the caſe with 


all thoſe ſtatutes enacted during turbulent times, in 


order to. confine royal prerogative, and cramp the 
ſovereign in his protection of the public, and his 


execution of the laws. But above all the branches 


of prerogative, that, which is moſt neceſſary to be 
preſerved, is the power of impriſonment. Faction 
and diſcontent, like diſeaſes, frequently ariſe in e- 
very political body; and during thele diſorders, tis 
by the ſalutary exerciſe alone of this diſcretionary 
power, that rebellions and civil wars can be pre- 
vented. To circumſcribe this power, is to deſtroy 
its nature: Entirely to abrogate it, is impractica- 
ble; and the attempt itſelf muſt prove dangerous, 
if not pernicious to the public. The ſupreme ma- 

| giſtrate, 
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giſtrate, in critical and turbulent times, will never, Chap. II. 
conformable either to prudence or duty, allow the 1628 


ſtate to periſh, while there remains a remedy, 
which, however irregular, it is ſtill in his power to 
apply. And if, moved by a regard to public good, 
he employs any exerciſe of power, condemned by 
recent and expreſs ſtatute ; how greedily, in ſuch 


dangerous times, will factious leaders ſeize ſuch a 


pretext of throwing on his government the impu- 
tation of tyranny and deſpotiſm ? Were the di- 
lemma quite neceſſary, it were ſurely much better 
for human ſociety to be deſtitute of liberty than to 
be deprived of government. Ls | 

IMPARTIAL reaſoners will confeſs, that this ſub- 
ect is not, on both ſides, without its difficulties. 
Where a general and rigid law is enacted againſt 
arbitrary impriſonments, it would appear, that go- 
verment cannot, in times of ſedition and faction, 
be conducted but by temporary ſuſpenſions of 
the law ; and ſuch an expedient, during the age 
of Charles, was never thought of. The meetings 
of parliament were too precarious, and their deter- 
minations might be too dilatory, to ſerve in cafes 


of urgent neceſſity. Nor was it then conceived, 


that the authority of theſe aſſemblies was ever to be- 
come ſo ſovereign, that the prince muſt always con- 
form himſelf to it, and could never have any occa- 


ſion to guard againſt heir practices, as well as a- 


gainſt thoſe of his other ſubjects. 
- Tyo' the houſe of lords were not inſenſible to 
the reaſons urged in favor of the pretenſions of the 


commons ; they eſteemed the arguments, pleaded 


in favor of the crown, ſtill more cogent and con- 
vincing. That aſſembly ſeems, during this whole 
period, to have acted, in the main, a reaſonable 
and moderate part; and if their byaſs inclined a' 
little too much, as is natural, to the ſide of mo- 
narchy, they were far from entertaining any deſign 
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Chap. IL of ſacrificing to arbitrary will the liberties and-privi- ' 
1628. Jeges of the nation. Aſhley, the King's ſerjeant, hav- 
ing aſſerted, in a pleading before the peers, that, 
the king muſt govern by aQs of ſtate as well as by 
laws; this poſition gave ſuch offence, that he was 
immediately committed to priſon, and was not re- 
leaſed but upon his recantation and ſubmiſſion. 
Being, however, afraid, that the commons would 
go too far in their projected petition, the peers pro- 
poſed a plan of a more moderate petition, which 
they recommended to the conſideration of the 
houſe. It conſiſted merely in a general declarati- | 
on, That the great charter, and the fix ſtatutes, 
conceived to be explanations of it, ſtand ſtill in 
force, to all intents and purpoſes ; that, in conſe- 
quence of the charter and the ſtatutes, and by the 
tenor of the antient cuſtoms and laws of the land, 
every free ſubject has a fundamental property in 
his goods and a fundamental liberty of his perſon : 
that this property and liberty are as intire at pre- 
ſent as during any former period of the pany 
government; that in all common caſes, the — ̃ 
mon law ought to be the ſtandard of proceedings: 
« And in caſe, that, for the ſeeurity of his Ma- 
6 jeſty's perſon, the general ſafety of his people, or 
< the peaceable government of the kingdom, che 
+ king ſhall find juſt cauſe, for reaſons of ſtate, to 
impriſon or reſtrain any man's perſon ; he was 
+ petitioned graciouſly to declare, that within a 
convenient time, he ſhall and will expreſs the 
cauſe of the commitment or reſtraint, either ge- 
* neral or ſpecial, and upon a cauſe fo expreſſed, 
will leave the priſoner immediately/to be tried 
according to the common law of the land.“ 

_ ARcuB1s8HoP Abbot was employed by the lords 
to recommend, in a conference, this plan of a pe- 
tition to the houſe of commons. The prelate, as 
was, no doubt, foreſeen from his known ow 
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was not extremely urgent in his applications; Chap. II. 


general declarations ſignified nothing, and that the 
latter clauſe left their liberties in a much worſe 
condition than before. They proceeded, * 


8 fore, with great zeal, in framing the model o 


petition, which ſhould contain expreſſions, more 


Preciſe, and more favorable to public freedom. 


Tur King could eaſily ſee the conſequences of 
theſe proceedings. Tho' he had offered, at the be- 
ginning of the ſeſſion, to give his conſent to any 
law for the ſecurity of the rights and liberties of 
the people; he had not expected that ſuch inroads 


ſhould be made on what he efteemed his preroga- 


tive. In order, therefore, to divert the commons 
from their intention, he ſent a meſſage, where he 
deſired the houſes, „ Clearly to let him know, 


« whether they will reſt upon his royal promiſe in 


4 favor of their liberties : Which promiſe he had 


<< given at ſeveral times, and chiefly by the Lord 


<« keeper's ſpeech made in his own preſence. If 


4 they rely on it, he aſſured them, it ſhould be 
really and royally performed.” 


SECRETARY Coke, who delivered' this meſſage, 


after ſome preamble, and ſome apology for paſt 
grievances, proceeded in this manner. When 


means were denied his Majeſty, being a young 
« king and newly come to the crown, which 
« he found engaged in a war; what could we 
«© expect in ſuch neceſſities ? His Majeſty has 
« called this parliament to make up the breach: 

„His Majeſty aſſures us have ſhall not have 


like cauſe to complain: He aſſures us, that 


the laws ſhall be eſtabliſhed. What can we de- 
e fire more? The important point is, that we pro- 
vide for poſterity, and prevent the like practices 


for the future. Were not the fame means pro- 


« vided by them before us? Can we do more? 
4 We ſtand ar preſent on the confines betwixt the 
S 4 „liberty 


ind the lower houſe were fully convinced, that the 1628. 
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liberty of the ſubject and the prerogatives of the 
King. I hope, that we ſhall not pretend to add 
any thing for ourſelves, in order to depreſs him. 
I will not divine: Yet I think, that, in ſuch pre- 
tenſions, we ſhall find difficulty with the King; 
nay perhaps with the lords. For my part, I ſhall 


not, as counſellor to his Majeſty, deliver any 


opinion, which I will not openly declare, and 
juſtify, here, or at the council- board. Will we, 


in this neceſſity, ſtrive to bring ourſelves into a 


better condition and greater liberty than our fa- 
thers enjoyed, and reduce the crown to a worſe 


than ever? I dare not adviſe his majeſty to give 


way to ſuch meaſures. What we now deſire, 
if it be no innovation, is all contained in thoſe 
acts and ſtatutes; and whatever more we ſhall 
add is a diminution to the King's power, and an 
acceſſion to our own. We deal with a wiſe and 


* valiant prince, who hath a ſword in his hand for 
-our good; and this good cannot be attained 


without power. Do not think, that, by parli- 
mentary debates, or even by clauſes of ſtatutes, 
we can make that to be unlawful, which, by ex- 


6 perience, we have found to be derived from ne- 


ceſſity, and from a neceſlity ſo urgent, that it 
admits not of remedy from any law. ——And 


I beſeech you to conſider, whether thoſe, who 


have been'in the ſame place, which I now oc- 


cupy, have not freely given warrants for com- 


mitment; and yet, no doubt been entertained, 
nor any complaint made by the ſubject.” | 
Uron this ſpeech there aroſe a great debate in 


the houſe: Many reaſons were a-new urged on 


both ſides : But, Sir Thomas Wentworth cloſed 


cc 
T 
* 
40 


the debate, by ſaying, That never houſe of par- 


liament, ſo far as regarded themſelves, truſted 
more than the preſent to the goodneſs of their 


“ king: But we are ambitious,” ſaid he, “ that 
* his Majeſty's goodneſs may remain to poſterity, 


« and 


E MA N 1, E 6 I. 


4. King s miniſters; and nothing can ſatisfy the 
£ nation but a public reparation. Our deſire to 
< vindicate the ſubject's right by bill will carry us 
< no farther than what is contained in former laws, 


* with ſome modeſt proviſion for inſtruction, per- 


c formance, and execution.” This contained ſo 


rauch the ſentiments of the houſe, that it was 


univerſally acquieſced in. 
Tux King, however, was not diſcouraged. By 


another meſſage he attempted to divert the com- 


mons from their purpoſe. He there acknowleged 
paſt errors, and promiſed, that, hereafter, there 
ſhould be no juſt cauſe of complaint. And he added, 


„That the affairs of the kingdom preſs him i, 


<« that he could not continue the ſeſſion above a week 
or two longer: And if the houſe be not ready, 
„by that time, to do what is fit for themſelves, it 
„ ſhall be their own fault.” On a ſubſequent oc- 
caſion, he aſked them, Why demand explana- 
e tions, if you doubt not the performance of the 
« ſtatutes, according to their true meaning. Ex- 
60 planations will hazard an encroachment upon the 


“ prerogative. And it may well be ſaid, What 
“ need a new law to confirm an old, if you repoſe _ 


*« confidence in the declarations, which his Ma; 
& jeſty made to both houſes ?” The truth is, the 
great charter and the old ſtatutes were ſufficiently 
clear in favor of liberty : But as all kings of En- 
gland, had ever, in caſes of neceſſity or expedi- 
ency, been accuſtomed, at intervals, to elude them; 
and as Charles, in a complication of inſtances, ar- 


bitrarily and without any juſt cauſe, had lately 
violated them; the commons judged it requiſite | 


to enact a new law, which might not be eluded or 


violated, by any interpretation, conſtruction, or 
gontrary precedent. Nor was it ſufficient, they 


thought, 


— 


26s 


% and we are accountable for a public truſt. There Chap. II, 
c hath been a public violation of the laws by the 1628. 
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4 thought, that the King promiſed to return into the 
28. 


way of his predeceſſors. His predeceſſors, in all 
times, had enjoyed, at leaſt, exerciſed, too much 


diſcretionary power; and by his recent abuſe of it, 
the whole world had reaſon to ſee the ny of 


intirely retrenching it. 

Sis Edward Coke urged on this occaſion, with 
the approbation of the whole houſe, «+ Was it ever 
“ known, that general words were a ſufficient ſatiſ- 
“ faction for particular grievances ? Was ever a ver- 
„ bal declaration of the king the word of the ſo- 
« yereign? When grievances are complained of, 


the parliament is to redreſs them. Did ever the 


< parliament wy on meſſages? They have ever put 
« up petitions of their grievances, and the king has 


| E ever anſwered them. The King's meſlage is very 


„ gracious ; but, what is the law of the realm, that 


js the queſtion. I put no diffidence in his Ma- 
| £6 © Jfy but the king muſt ſpeak by record, and in 


« particulars. Did you ever know the king” s meſ- 
e ſage come into a bill of ſubſidies? All ſucceeding 
„ kings will ſay, Ye muſt truſt me as you did my pre- 
% deceſſor, and ye muſt have the ſame confidence in my 
« meſſages. But meſſages of love never come into 
« a parliament. Let us put up a petition of right: 
Not that I diſtruſt the King; but that I cannot 
5 give truſt except in a parliamentary way.” 

Tur King ſtill perſevered in his endeavors to e- 
Jude the petition. He ſent a letter to the houſe of 
lords, where he went ſo far as to make a particular 


declaration, That neither he nor his privy coun- 


„ cil ſhall or will, at any time hereafter, commit or 


e command to priſon, or otherways reſtrain, any 
% man for not lending money, nor for any other 
“ cauſe, which, in his conſcience, he thought not 


to concern the public good, and the ſafety of king 


and people.” And he farther declared, That 
* he never would be guilty of fo baſe an ation as 
F540 pretend any cauſe, of whoſe truth he was not 

6 fully 


bo 


«+ fully fatisfied.” But this promiſe, tho' inforced Chap. II. 
to the commons by the recommendation of the up- 1028. 


per houſe, made no more impreſſion than all the 
former meſſages. | 

Ao the other ſhifts and evaſions of the King, 
we may reckon the propoſal of the houſe of peers, 
to ſubjoin, to the intended petition of right, the fol- 
lowing clauſe, + We humbly preſent this petition 
e to your Majeſty, not only with a care of preſerv- 
ing our own liberties, but with due regard to leave 
s intire that ſovereign power, with which your Ma- 
„% jeſty is truſted for the protection, ſafety, and, 
„ happineſs of your people.” Leſs penetration, 


than what was poſſeſſed by the leaders of this houſe 


of commons, could eaſily diſcover how captious this 
clauſe was, and how much it was calculated to elude 


the whole force of the petition. 5 

Ts obftacies, therefore, being ſurmounted, 
the petition of right paſſed the commons, and was 
ſent to the upper houſe . The peers who were 
TY) : probably 


. ® This petition is of ſo great importance, that awe ſhall here give 
it at lengtb. Humbly ſhew unto our Sovereign Lord the King, 
the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and commons in parliament 
aſſembled, That, whereas it is declared and enacted, by a ſta- 
tute made in the time of the reign of King Edward I. common- 
if called Statutum de tallagio non concedendo, that no tallage or aid 

all be laid or levied by the King or his heirs in this realm, with- 
out the good will and aſſent of the archbiſhops, biſhops, earls, ba- 
rons, knights, burgeſſes, and other the freemen of the commonalty 
of this realm ; (2) And, by authority of parliament holden in the 
five and twentieth year of the reign of King Edward III. it is de- 
clared and enacted, That, from thenceforth, no perſon ſhould be 
compelled to make any loansto the king againſt his will, becauſe 
ſuch loans were againſt reaſon, and the franchiſe of the land ; 
(3) And, by other laws of this realm, it is provided, that none 
ſhould be charged by any charge or impoſition called a benevo- 
lence, nor by ſuch like charge; (4) By which the ſtatutes before 
mentioned, and other the good laws and ſtatutes of this realm, 
your ſubjeQs have inherited this freedom, that they ſhould not be 
compelled to contribute to any tax, tallage, aid, or other like 
charge not ſet by common conſent in parliament. 
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Chap: probably well pleaſed in ſecret, that all their ſollici- 
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tations had been eluded by the commons, readily 
| paſled 


II. Yet nevertheleſs, of late, divers commiſſions directed to 
ſundry commiſſioners in ſeveral counties, with inſtructions, 
have iſſued; by means whereof your people have been in di- 
vers places aſſembled, and required to lend certain fums of mo- 
ney unto your Majeſty, and many of them upon their refuſal ſo 
to do, have had an oath adminiſtered unto them not warrant- 
able by the laws or ſtatutes of this realm, and have been con- 
ſtrained to become bound to make appearance and give atten- 
dance before your privy council, and, in other places ; and 
others of them, have been therefore impriſoned, confined, and 
ſundry other ways moleſted and diſquieted; (2) And divers o- 
ther charges have been laid and levied upon your people, in ſe- 
veral counties, by lord-lieutenants, deputy-lieutenants, com- 
miſſioners ior muiters, juſtices of peace, and others, by com- 
mand or direction from your Majeſty, or your privy council, 
againſt the laws and tree cuſtoms of this realm. 

III. And whereas alſo, by the ſtatute, called The great char- 
ter of the liberties of England, it is declared and enacted, That 
no freeman may be taken or imprifoned, or be diſſeized of his 
freehold or liberties, or his tree cuſtoms, or be outlawed or 
exiled, or in any manner deſtroyed, but by the lawful Judgment 
of his peers, or by the law of the land, 

IV. And, in the eight and twentieth year of the reign of 
King Edward III. it was declared and enacted, by autho- 
rity of parliament, That no man, of what eſtate or condition 
that he be, ſhould be put out of his land or tenements, nor 
taken, nor impriſoned, nor diſherited, nor put to death, with- 
out being brought to anſwer by due proceſs of law : 

V. Nevertheleſs, againſt the tenor of the ſaid ſtatutes, and 
other the good laws and ftatutes of your realm to that end pro- 
vided, divers of your ſubjects have of late been impriſoned 
without any cauſe ſhewed; (2) And when, for their delive- 
rance, they were brought before juſtice, by your Majeſty's writs 
of Habeas corpus, there to undergo and receive as the court 
ſhould order, and their keepers commanded to certify the cauſes 
of their detainer, no cauſe was certified, but that they. were de- 
tained - by your Majeſty's ſpecial command, fignihed by the 
lords of your privy council, and yet were returned back to ſe- 


veral priſons, without being charged with any thing to which 


they might make anſwer according to the law: ö 
VI. And whereas, of late, great companies of ſoldiers and ma- 
riners have been diſperſed into divers counties of the realm, and 
the inhabitants, againſt their wills, have been compelled to re- 
ceive them into their houſes, and there to ſuffer them to ſo- 
journ 


CA; RL EB 1 
paſſed the petition without any material alteration ; Chap. II. 


and nothing but the royal aſſent was wanting to give 


iT 


journ, againſt the laws and cuſtoms of this realm, and to the 
great grievance and vexation of the people: 

VII. And whereas alfo, by authority of parliament, in the 
five and twentieth year of the reign of King Edward III. it is 
declared and enacted, That no man ſhould be fore-judged of 
life or limb againſt the form of the Great charter and law of the 
land; (2) And, by the ſaid Great charter, and other the laws 
and ſtatutes of this your realm, no man ought to be judged to 
death but by the laws eſtabliſhed in this your realm, either by 
the cuſtoms of the ſame realm, or by acts of parliament ; (3) 
And whereas no offender, of what kind foever, is exempted. 
from the proceedings to be uſed, and puniſhments to be inflicted 


by the laws and ftatutes of this your realm: Nevertheleſs, of 


late, divers commiſſions, under your Majeſty's great ſeal, have 
iſſued forth, by which certain perſons. have been aſſigned and 
appointed commiſſioners, with power and authority to proceed 
within the land, according to the juſtice of martial law, again{t 
ſuch ſoldiers and mariners, or other diſſolute perſons joining with 
them, as ſhould commit any murther, robbery, felony, mu- 
tiny, or other outrage or miſdemeanor whatſoever, and by ſuch 
ſummary courſe and order as is agreeable to martial law, and 
as is uſed in armies in time of war, to proceed to the trial and 
condemnation of ſuch offenders, and them to cauſe to be exe- 
cuted and put to death according to the law martial. 

VIII. By pretext whereof ſome of your Majeſty's ſubjects 
have been, by ſome of the ſaid commiſſioners, put to death, 
when and where, if, by the laws and ſtatutes of the land, they 
had deſerved death, by the fame laws and ſtatutes alſo they 
might, and by no other ought, to have been judged and exe- 
cured. 1 : 1 ö 3 5 : 

IX. And alſo ſundry grievous offenders, by color thereof 
claiming an exemption, have eſcaped the puniſhments due to 
them by the laws and ſtatutes of this your realm, by reaſon 
that divers of your officers and minifters of juſtice have unjuſt- 
ly refuſed or forborne to proceed againſt ſuch offenders, accord- 
ing to the ſame laws and ſtatutes, upon pretence that the ſaid 
offenders were puniſhable only by martial law, and by authority 
of ſuch commiſſions as aforeſaid ; (2) Which commiſſions, and 


all other of like nature, are wholly and directly contrary to the 


ſaid laws and ftatutes of this your realm: f | 
X. They dothereiore humbly pray your moſt excellent Ma- 
jeſty, That no man hereafter be compelled to make or yield any 
gift, loan, benevolence, tax, or ſuch like charge, without com- 
| mon 
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it the force of a law. The King accordingly came 
to the houſe of peers, ſent for the commons; and, 
being ſeated in his chair of ſtate; the petition was 
read to him. Great was now the aſtoniſhment of all 
men, when, inſtead of the uſual conciſe, and clear 
form, by which a bill is either confirmed or rejected, 
Charles ſaid, in anſwer to the petition, * The King 
% willeth, that right be done according to the laws 
and cuſtoms of the realm, and that the ſtatutes be 
<« put in due execution; that his ſubjects may have 
no cauſe to complain of any wrong or oppreſſion, 
% contrary to their juſt rights and liberties, to the 
& preſervation whereof he holds himſelf in con- 
& ſcience as much obliged as of his own prerogative. 
Ir is ſurprizing, that Charles, who had ſeen ſo 
many inftances of the jealouſy of the commons, 
who 


mon conſent, by a& of parliament ; (2) And that none be 
called to make anſwer, or take ſuch oath, or to give attendance, 


-or be confined, or otherwiſe moleſted or diſquieted concerning 


the ſame, or for refuſal thereof, (3) And that no freeman, in 
any ſuch manner as is before mentioned, be impriſoned or de- 
rained ; (4) And that your Majeſty would be pleaſed to remove 
the ſaid foldiers and mariners, and that your people may not be 
fo burthened in time to come; (5) And that the foreſaid 
commiſſions, for proceeding by martial law, may be revoked 
and annulled ; And that hereafter no commiſſions of like na- 
ture may iſſue forth, to any perſon or perſons whatſoever, to be 
executed as aforeſaid, leſt, by color of them, any of your Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjeQs be deſtroyed, or put to death, contrary to the 
laws and franchiſe of the land. 

XI. All which they moſt humbly pray of your moſt excellent 
Majeſty, as their rights and liberties, according to the laws and 
ſtatutes of this realm: and that your Majeſty would alſo vouch- 
ſafe to declare, hat the awards, doings and proceedings to the 
prejudice of your people, in any of the premiſſes, ſhall not be 
drawn hereatter into conſequence or example ; (2) And that 
your Majeity would be alſo graciouſly pleaſed, for the further 
comfort and fafety of your people, to declare your royal will 
and pleaſure, That, in the things aforeſaid, all your officers and 
miniſters ſhall ſerve you according to the laws and ſtatutes of 
this realm, as they tender the honor of your Majeſty, and the 
proſperity of this kingdom, Stat. 17. Car. cap. 14. 
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who had himſelf ſo much rouzed that jealouſy by 3 U. 


his frequent evaſive meſſages during this ſeſſion, 
could imagine, that they would reſt ſatisfied with 
an anſwer ſo vague and undetermined. It was evi- 
dent, that the unuſual form alone of the anſwer 
muſt excite their attention; that the diſappointment 
muſt inflame their anger; and that therefore it was 


neceſſary, as the petition ſeemed to bear hard on 


the royal prerogative, to come early to ſome fixed 
reſolution, either gracefully to comply with it, or 
courageouſly to reject it. 

Ir happened, as might have been foreſeen. The 
commons returned in very ill- humor. Uſually, when 
in that diſpoſition, their zeal and jealouly for religion 
ran extremely high, and their enmity againſt the un- 
fortunate catholics. But they had already, in the 
beginning of the ſeſſion, preſented to the King their 
petition of religion, and had received a ſatisfactory 
anſwer; tho' they expected, that the execution of 
the laws againſt papiſts would, for the future, be 
no more exact and rigid, than they had hitherto 
found it. To give vent to their preſent indignation, 
they fell, with their utmoſt force, on Dr. Manwaring. 

Turns is nothing, which tends more to excuſe, 
if not to juſtify, the extreme rigor of the commons 
towards Charles, than his open encouragement and 
avowal of ſuch general principles, as were altogether 
incompatible with a limited government. Man- 
waring had preached a ſermon, which the commons 
found, upon inquiry, to be printed by ſpecial com- 
mand from the King ; and, when this ſermon was 
looked into, it contained doctrines ſubverſive of all 
civil liberty. It taught, That, tho' property was 
ordinarily lodged in the ſubject, yet, whenever any 
exigency ' required ſupply, all property was transfer- 
red to the king *; that the conſent of parhament 

| Was 


* It appears, from Townſhend and Sir Simon D'ewes, that 
this doctrine, however abſurd, had been before advanced by 
lawyers, 
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that the divine laws required compliance with every 
demand, however irregular, which the prince ſhould. 
make upon his ſubjects. For theſe doctrines, the 
commons impeached Manwaring before the peers. 
The ſentence, pronounced upon him was, That: 
he ſhould be impriſoned during the pleaſure of, the 
houſe, be fined a thouſand pounds to the King, make 
ſubmiſſion and acknowlegement for his offence, be 
fuſpended during three years, be incapable of hold- 
ing any eccleſiaſtical dignity or ſecular office, and 
that his book be called in and burnt. 

Ir may be worth notice, that, no ſooner was the | 
ſeſſion ended, than this man, ſo juſtly diſagreeable 


to both houſes, received a pardon, and was pro- 
moted to a living of conſiderable value. Some. 


years after, he was raiſed to the dignity of 1 | 
= ; | 5 


lawyers, and even in parliament. Serjeant Heale, in the ao 
of Elizabeth, faid to the houſe, © that he wondered they ſtood 
« either at the granting of a ſubſidy or time of payment, when 
„all we have is her Majeſty's, and ſhe may lawfully, at her 
<« pleaſure, take it from us, and that ſhe had as much right to- 
« all our lands and goods as to any revenue of the crown, and 
< that he had precedents to prove it.” Tis certain, when the 
commons, in the beginning of that recen, were examining a 
new arbitrary impoſition of the Queen, Cecil brought them or- 
ders from her Majeſty not to meddle with that 2 telling 
them it was Noli me tangere, and that they muſt not inquire into 


the prerogative. They quietly ſubmitted to theſe orders. We 


are not to infer, that theſe violent and arbitrary principles, ad- 
vanced by Heale, were ever the univerſal, received opinion of 
England: Even that houſe of commons received them with 
marks of contempt and diſdain. We can only conclude, that 
the general ideas of government approached ſo near to them as 
to give them ſome countenance, and ſome ſmall appearance of 
reaſon. Lawyers and divines, who hunted after preferment, 
were tempted to adopt them; and the reſt of the nation were 
afraid openly to oppoſe them, and had not any eſtabliſhed a- 


vowed principle of ring” = upon which they could withſtand 


them. Scarce even the flaves in eaſtern monarchies would ad- 


mit of ſo wild a doctrine, except with an immediate view. wad 


«.Fy 


flattering their pampered tyrant, 


- 
Art 


monarchical ſpirit of the court; this latter, cantied: 
to ſo high a pitch, tended: ſtill farther to” augment 
the former. And thus extremes were every where 
ted, and the juſt mediur 
ed by all men 
From" Manwaring, the houſe of! commons 
ceeded to cenſure the conduct of e whoſe 
name; hitherto; they had cautiouſly forborne to men- 
tion; In vain, did the King ſend them a meſſage, 


where he told them, that the ſeſſion was drawing 


near à coneluſion; and deſired,” that they would not 
enter upon new buſineſs, nor caſt any aſperſions on 
his government and miniſtry. Tho' this meſſage 
was endeavored to be explained and ſoftened by a 


ſubſequent meſſage; as Charles was apt haſtily to 


correct any haſty ſtep, which he had taken; it 
ſerved rather to inflame than appeaſe the commons: 
As if the method of their proceeding had here been 
preſeribed to therp. Ir was foreſeen, that a great 
tempeſt was ready to burſt on the Duke; and in or- 
der to divert it, the King thought proper, upon a 
Joint application of the lords and commons, to en- 
deavor the giving them ſatisfaction, with regard to 


the petition of right. He came, therefore, to the 


houſe of peers, and pronotmmeing the uſual form of 
words, Let it be right as is defited, gave full ſanction 
and authority to the petition. The acclamations, 
with which the houſe reſounded, and the univerſal 
joy diffuſed over the nation, ſhowed how much this 
2 had been the Ak of all mene vows and 
Ctat:ons. \ 

3 may be affirmed, bag any exaggeration, 

thar'the King s affenit to the petition of right pro- 
dace#ſaed a change in the government, as was al- 
moſt equivalent to a revolution; and by circumſorib- 
ing, in ſo many articles, the royal prerogative, gave 


additional — to the eres of the fubject. Yet 
Vor. I. were 
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Cop. H. were the commons far from being ſatisfied with this 
16 


important conceſſion. Their ill 2 had been ſo 
much irritated by the King's frequent evaſions and 
delays, that it could not be preſently appeaſed by 
an aſſent, which he allowed to be ſo ungracefully 
extorted from him. Perhaps too, the popular lea- 
ders, implacable and artful, ſaw the opportunity fa- 
vorable; and turning againſt the King thoſe very 
weapons, with which he had furniſned them, reſolved 
o purſue the victory. The bill, however, for five 
ſubſidies, Which had been formerly voted, imme- 
diately paſſed the houſe ; becauſe the granting that 
ſupply was, in a manner, tacitly contracted for, 
upon the royal aſſent to the petition; and had faith 
been here violated, no farther truſt could have ſub- 
ſiſted betwixt King and parliament. Having made 
this conceſſion, the commons continued to carry 
their ſcrutiny into every part of government. In 
ſome particulars, their induſtry was laudable ; in 
ſome, it may be expoſed to cenſure. _ 

A little after writs were iſſued for ſummoning this 
parliament, a commiſſion - had been granted to Sir 


Thomas Coventry, Lord keeper, the Earl of Marl- 
\ borough, high treaſurer, the Earl of Mancheſter, 


Lord prefident of the council, the Earl of Wor- 
ceſter, privy ſeal, the Duke of Buckingham, high 
admiral, and all the .conliderable officers of the 
crown, in the whole thirty three. By this commiſ- 
lon, which, from the number of perſons named in 
it, could be no ſecret, the commiſſioners; were em- 
powered to meet, and concert- among themſelves 
the methods of levying money by impoſitions, or 
otherways ; ; IMbere form and circumſtance, as expreſ- 
{ed in the commiſſion, muſt be diſpenſed with, rather 
than the ſubſtance be loſt or hazarded. In other words, 
this was a ſcheme for finding expedients, which 


might raiſe the prerogative to an unlimited height, 


and render parliaments. intirely uſeleſs. The com- 


moins apf lied for cancelling the commiſſion ; ang 
were, 
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were, no doubt, deſirous, that all the world mould E II. 
obſerve how arbitrary the King's principles were, nd 638. 
what little .regard he was diſpoſed to pay to the li- 
berties and privileges of his people. 

A commiſſion had likewiſe been granted, and 
ſome money remitted, in order to raiſe a thouſand 
German | horſe, and tranſport them into England. 
Theſe were interpreted to be levied, in order to ſup- 
port the projected impoſitions or exciſes ; ; tho' the 
number ſeems very inſufficient for ſuch a purpoſe. 
The houſe took notice of this deſign in very ſevere 
terms: And no meaſure, ſurely, could be projected 
more generally odious to the whole nation. It muſt, 
however, be confeſſed, that the King was fo far 
right, that he had now, at laſt, fallen on the only 

ectual method of ſupporting and extending his 
prerogative. But at the ſame time, he ſhould have 
been ſenſible, that, till provided of a ſufficient mi- 
litary force, all his attempts, in oppoſition to the 
riſing ſpirit of the nation, muſt, in the end, prove 
intirely fruitleſs ; and that the higher he ſcrewed up 
the ſprings of government, while he had ſo little 
real power to retain them in that forced ſituation, 
with more fatal violence mult they fly out, when 
any accident occurred to reſtore them to their natural 
liberty. 

Tur commons next reſumed their cenſure of 
Buckingham's conduct and behavior, againſt whom 
they were implacable. They agreed to preſent a 
remonſtrance to the King, in which they recapitu- 
lated all national grievances and misfortunes, and 
omitted no circumſtance which could render the 
whole adminiſtration deſpicable and odious. The 
compoſitions with catholics, they ſaid, amounted to 
no leſs than a toleration, hateful to God, full of diſ- 
honor and diſprofit to his Majeſty, and 'of extreme 
tcandal and grief to his N people: They took 
notice of the 8 liberty above-mentioned, 
« gainſt which the petition of 1 — ſeems to have 
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dey of trade, the unſucceſsful expeditions to Cadiz 
and the iſle of Rhe, the encouragement given to 
Arminians, the commiſſion for tranſporting German 
horle, that for levying new impoſitions; and all theſe 
grievances they aſcribed ſolely to the ill conduct of 
the Duke of Buckingham. This remonſtrance was, 
perhaps, not the leſs provoking to Charles, that, 
Joined to the extreme acrimony of the ſubject, there 
were preſerved in it, as in moſt of the proteſtations 
and remonſtrances of that age, an affected civility 


Ir was not without good grounds, that the com- 


mons were ſo fierce and aſſuming. Tho' they had 


already granted the King the ſupply of five ſubſidies, 
they ſtill retained a pledge in their hands, which, 
they thought, enſured them of ſucceſs in all their 
applications. Tonnage and poundage had not yet 
been granted by parliament; and the commons had 
artfully, this ſeſſion, concealed their intention of in- 
vading that branch of revenue, till the royal aſſent 
had been obtained to the petition of right, which 
they juſtly eſteemed of ſuch importance They then 
openly aſſerted, that the levying tonnage and poun- 
dage without conſent of parliament was a palpable 
violation of all the antient liberties of the people, 
and an open infringement of the petition of right, 
ſo lately granted. The King, in order to prevent 
the finiſhing and preſenting this remonſtrance, came 
ſuddenly to the parliament, and ended this ſeſſion 


by a prorogation. 


BRING freed, for ſome time, from the embar- 
raſſment of this aſſembly, Charles began to look to- 
wards foreign wars, where all his efforts were equal- 
Iy imprudent and unſucceſsful, as in his domeſtic 
government. To the relief of Rochelle, now cloſe- 
ly beſieged by land, and threatened with a blockade 
by ſea, was diſpatched the Earl of Denbigh, brother 

1 | | Th 


ſeſſments, had connived at all frauds, which might 


diſappointed, he threw up his commiſſion, and re- 


nan a 
in law to Buckingham : But he returned without e TE 
effecting any thing; and declining” to attack the ene- 
my's'fleet, brought on the Engliſh arms the impu- 
tation, either of cowardice or ill conduct. In order 
to repair this difhonor, the Duke went to Portſ- 
mouth, where he had prepared a conſiderable fleet 
and army, on which all the ſubſidies, given by par- 
lament, had been expended; This ſupply had very 
much diſappointed the King's expectations. The 
ſame mutinous ſpirit, which prevailed in the houſe 
of commons had diffuſed itſelf over the nation; pl 
and the commiſſioners, appointed for making the af. | 


diminiſh th ſupply, and reduce the crown to ſtill | 
greater neceſſities. This national diſcontent, com- 
municated to a deſperate enthuſiaſt,” ſoon broke out 
in an event, which may be conſidered as very re- 
markable. c 

THzre was one Felton, of a good family, but 
of an ardent melancholic temper, who had ſerved 
under the Duke, in the ſtation of a lieutenant. His 
captain being killed in the retreat at the iſle of RhE, 
Felton had ſollicited for the company; and when 


tired in diſcontent from the army. While private 
reſentment was boiling in his ſullen, unſociable mind, 
he heard the nation reſound with complaints againſt 
the Duke; and he met with the remonſtrance of 
the commons, where his enemy was repreſented as 
the cauſe of every national grievance, and as the 
great enemy of the public. Religious fanaticiſm 
farther inflamed theſe vindictive reſſections; and he 
fancied, that he would do heaven acceptable ſervice, 
if, at one blow, he diſpatched this dangerous foe to = 
religion and to his country. Full of theſe dark 1 
views, he ſecretly arrived at Portſmouth, at the ſame | 4 
time with the Duke, and watched for an opportanity 4 
of effecting his bloody purpoſe. 
3 BUCKINGHAM 
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BuckinGHAM had been engaged in converſa- 
tion with Soubize and other French gentlemen ; 
and a difference of ſentiments having ariſen, the 
diſpute, tho' conducted with temper and decency, 
had produced ſome of thoſe vehement geſticulations 
and lively exertions of voice, in which that nation, 
more than the Engliſh, are apt to indulge them- 
ſelves. The converſation being finiſhed, the Duke 
drew towards the door; and in that very paſlage, 
turning himſelf to ſpeak to Sir Thomas Fryar, a 
colonel in the army, he'was, on the ſudden, over 
Sir Thomas's ſhoulder, ſtruck upon the breaſt with 
a knife. Without uttering other words than The 
villain bas killed me; in the ſame moment, pulling | 
out the knife, he breathed his laſt. | 

No man had ſeen the blow, nor the perſon, ok 
gave it; but in the confuſion, every one made his 
own conjecture; and all agreed, that the murder 


had been committed by the French gentlemen, 
whoſe angry tone of voice had been heard, while 


their words had not been underſtood, by the bye- 


ſtanders. In the hurry of revenge, they had in- 


ſtantly been put to death, had they not been ſaved 


by ſome of more temper and judgment, who, tho 
they had the ſame opinion of their guilt, thought 


proper to reſerve them for a judicial trial and: exa- 


mination. 


Nꝝ AR the door, there was n a hat, in rake 
inſide of which was ſowed a paper, where four or 
five lines were writ of that remonſtrance of the 


commons, which declared Buckingham an enemy 
to the kingdom; and under theſe lines was a ſhort 


ejaculation or attempt towards a prayer. It was 
eaſily concluded, that this hat belonged to the aſ- 


ſaſſin: But the difficulty ſtill remained; ho that 
"perſon ſbould be? For the writing diſcovered not 


the name; and whoever he was, it was natural to 
believe, that he had already fled far enough, not 


to be found without a hat. 


I 


every body ran to aſk, Hhich is be? The man very 
ſedately anſwered, I am he. The more furious im- 
mediately ruſhed upon him with drawn ſwords: 
Others more deliberate, defended and protected 
him: He himſelf, with open arms, very calmly 
and chearfully expoſed his breaſt to the ſwords of 
the - moſt enraged; being willing to fall a ſudden 
facrifice to their anger, rather than be reſerved for 


that public juſtice, which he knew muſt be execut· 


ed upon him. 

He was now known to be that Felton, ht had 
ſerved in the army. Being carried into a private 
room, it was thought proper ſo far to diſſemble as 
to tell him, that Buckingham was only grievouſly 
wounded, but not without hopes of recovery. 
Felton ſmiled, and told them, that the Duke, he 
knew full wells had received a blow, which had 
terminated all their hopes. When aſked, at whoſe 
inſtigation he had performed that horrid deed, he 
anſwered that they needed not trouble themſelves 
in that enquiry ; that no man living had credit e- 
nough with him to have diſpoſed him to ſuch an 
action; that he had not even entruſted his purpoſe 
to any one; that the reſolution proceeded only 
from himſelf and the impulſe of his own conſci- 
ence; and that his motives would appear, if; his 
hat was found: For that, believing he would pe- 


riſh in the attempt, he had there taken care o 
write them. 


Wu the King was informed a aig aſlaſſi- 
nation, he received the news in public with an un- 
moved and undiſturbed cauntenance; and the bye- 


ſtanders, who ſtudied his looks, concluded, that 


ſecretly he was not diſpleafed to be rid of a mi- 
miſter, ſo generally odious to the nation. But 
Ne 8 command of himſelf proceeded entirely 

1 4 from 
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Chap. II. from the gravity and compoſure of his temper. 


1628. 


He was ſtill, as much as ever, attached to his 
favorite; and, during his whole life, he retained 
an affection for Buckingham s friends, and a pre- 


judice againſt his enemies. He urged too, that 


Felton ſhould. be put to the queſtion, in order to 
extort from him a diſcovery of his accomplices: 
But the judges declared, that, tho' that practice 
had been formerly not unuſual, it was altogether 
illegal. So much more punctilious reaſoners, with 
regard to law, had they become, from the jealous 
ſcruples of the houſe of commons. | 

Mz an while the diſtreſs of Rochelle had riſen 
to the utmoſt extremity. That vaſt genius of 
Richlieu, which made him form the greateſt en- 
terprizes, led him to attempt their execution, by 
means equally great and extraordinary. In order 


to deprive Rochelle of all ſuccor, he had dared to 


project the throw ing a- croſs the harbor a mole of a 
mile's extent in that boiſtrous ocean; and having 

executed his project, he now held the town cloſely 
blockaded on all ſides. The inhabitants; tho! 
preſſed with the greateſt rigors of famine, ſtill re- 
fuſed to ſubmit; being ſupported, partly by the 


lectures of their zealous preachers, partly by the 


daily hopes of aſſiſtance from England. After 
Buckingham's death, the command of the fleet 
and army was conferred on the Earl of Linde- 
ſey ; who, arriving before Rochelle; made ſome 
attempts to break thro' the mole, and force his way 


into the town: But by the delays of the Engliſh, 


that work was now fully finiſhed and fortified ; and 
the Rochellers, finding their laſt hopes to fail them, 
were reduced to ſurrender: at diſcretion, even in 
ſight of the Engliſh admiral. Of 1 5000 perſons, 


who had been ſhut up in the town, 4000 alone ſur- 


vived the fatigues and famine, which they had un- 
dergone. Such mighty influence had the religious 
ſpiri over that lect; and fo much did it overba- 


lance, 
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unge! in their breaſts, every motive of ſelf 3 Chap II, 3 
vation, of duty to their prince, and of regard to 628. 


their native country)! 

Tuis was the firſt neceſſary ſtep towards. the 
proſperity of France. Foreign enemies, as well as 
domeſtic factions being deprived of this reſource, 


| that kingdom began now to ſhine forth in its full 


ſplendor. By a ſteady. proſecution of wiſe plans; 
both of war and policy, it gradually gained an aſcen- 
dant over the rival power of Spain ; and every order 
of the ſtate, and every ſect were reduced to pay ſub- 
miſſion to the lawful authority of the ſovereign. 
The victory, however, over the hugonots was, at 


firſt, puſhe by the French King with great mode- 


ration. A toleration was ſtill continued to them 
the only avowed and open toleration, which, at that 
time, was granted in any European kingdom. 


92 


Tus failure of an enterprize, where the Engliſh 1629. 


nation, from religious ſympathy, fo much intereſt- 
ed themſelves, could not but diminiſh the Kings 
authority in the parliament during the approachin 


ſeſſion: But the commons, when aſſerabled, foun 8 Janu- 
many other cauſes of complaint. Buckingham! 27) Now (oi 
conduct and character, with ſome had been a rea- on of par- 


ſon, with others a pretext, for diſcontent againſt liament. 


public meaſures: But after his death, there wanted 
not new reaſons and new pretexts for general diſſa- 
tisfaction. Manwaring's pardon and promotion 
were taken notice of: Sibthorpe and Coſins, two 
clergymen, who, for like reaſons, were equally 
diſagreeable to the commons, had met with like 
favor from the King: Montague, who had been 
cenſured for moderation to the catholics, the great- 
eſt of crimes, had been created biſhop of Chiche- 
ſter. They found, likeways, upon enquiry, that 


all the copies of the petition of right, which were 


diſperſed, had, by the King's orders; annexed to 
them the firſt anſwer,” which had given ſo little 
ſatisfaction to the commons. A poor artifice of 

5 Charles! 
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| Chap. IT. Charles! As if he could, by this means, perſuade 
1629. the people, that he had -no-way receded from any 
of his former claims and pretenſions, or as if the 
prevalence of ſuch an opinion could be of any ad- 
| vantage to him. Selden too complained in the 
$ | houſe, that one Savage, contrary to the petition of 
| right, had been puniſhed with the loſs of his ears, 
by a diſcretionary or arbitrary ſentence of the ſtar- 
chamber. So ready were they, on their part, to 
ſtretch the petition into ſuch conſequences: as might 
deprive. the crown of powers, which, from imme- 

morial cuſtom, were ſuppoſed inherent in it. 

Tonnage - Bur the great article, on which the houſe of 
and poun- commons ſplit with the King, and which finally 
© created in Charles a diſguſt to all parliaments, was 
1 the claim of tonnage and poundage. On this oc- 
* caſion, therefore, it is neceſſary to give an account 

of that controverly. 195 23 20 2401 gl 
Tux duty of tonnage and poundage, in more 
antient times, had been commonly a temporary 
grant of the Parliament; but, on Henry VI. and 
all the ſucceeding princes, -it had been conferred 
during life, in order to enable them to maintain a 
naval force for the protection of the kingdom. 
The neceſſity of levying this duty had been ſo ap- 
parent, that each king had ever claimed it from 
the moment of his acceſſion; and the firſt parlia- 
ment of each reign had ever by vote, conferred 
on the prince what they found him already in poſ- 
ſeſſion of. Suitable to the inaccurate genius of 
the old conſtitution, this abuſe, however conſider- 
able, was never perceived nor remedied ; tho' no- 
thing could have been eaſier than for the parlia- 
ment to have prevented it. By granting this duty 
3 to each prince, during his own life, and for a year 
after his deceaſe, to the ſucceſſor, all inconveni- 
encies had been obviated; and yet the duty had 
never for a moment been levied without proper 
authority. But contrivances of that nature were 
| not 
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not dreamed of during thoſe rude ages: And, as Chap: 


ſo complicated and jealous a government as the 92%: 


Engliſh cannot ſubſiſt without many ſuch refine- 
ments; it is eaſy to ſee, how favorable every inac- 


curacy muſt formerly have proved to the royal au- 


thority, which, on all emergencies, was obliged to 
ſupply, by diſcretionary power, the great deficiency 


* 


of the laws. - 


Dugi that ſhort interval, which elapſed, . be- 
twixt Charles's acceſſion and his firſt - parliament, 
he had followed the example of his predeceſſors; 
and no fault was found with his conduct in this par- 
ticular. . But what was moſt remarkable in the pro- 
ceedings of that houſe of commons, and what 
proved beyond controverſy, that they had ferioufly 
formed a plan for reducing their prince to depen- 
dance, was, that, inſtead of granting this ſupply 
during the King's life, as it had-been enjoyed by 
all his immediate predeceſſors, they voted it only 


for a year ; and, after that ſhould be elapſed, re- 
ſerved to themſelves the power of renewing or re- 


fuſing the ſame conceſſion. But the houſe of peers, 


.who ſaw that this duty was now become more-ne- 


ceſſary than ever to ſupply the growing neceſſities 


of the crown, and who approved not of this en- 


croaching ſpirit of the commons, rejected the bill; 
and the diſſolution of that parliament followed fo 


ſoon after, that no attempt ſeems to have been 
made for the obtaining tonnage. and poundage in 
any other form “. | 3.2 Fol 


CHARLES, 


* The reaſon, aſſigned by Sir Philip Warwick, for this un- 


uſual meaſure of the commons, is, that they intended to ge- 


rive the crown of the prerogatiye, which it had aſſumed, of 
aying on impoſitions, and, at the ſame time, were reſolved 


to cut off the new impoſitions laid on by James. Theſe were 
conſiderable diminutions both of revenye and prerogative; 
and whether they would have there ſtopt, conſidering their 
preſent diſpoſition, may appear ſomewhat uncertain. The 


King, 
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Cuaklxs, mean while; continued ſtill to levy 
theſe duties by his own' authority; and the nation 
was fo accuſtomed to this exertion of royal power, | 
that no {cruple was, at firſt, 'entettained of ſubmit- 
ting to it. But the ſucceeding: parliament excited 
doubts in every one. The commons made there 
ſome-ſteps towards declaring it illegal to levy ton- 
nage and poundage without conſent of parliament, 
and they openly ſhewed their intention of em- 
ploying this engine, in order to extort from the 
crown conceſſions of the moſt' important nature. 


But Charles was not yet ſufficiently tamed to com- 


pliance; and the abrupt diſſolution of the parlia- 
ment, as above related, put an end, for the time, 
0 their farther pretenſions. 

Tux following interval, betwixt the ſecond and 
third parliament, was diſtinguiſhed by ſo many 
open and flagrant violations of public liberty, that 
men had little leiſure to attend to this affair of 
"tonnage and poundage, where the abuſe of power 
in the crown might ſeem to be of a more diſ- 
purable nature. But after the commons, during 
the precedent ſeſſion, had remedied all theſe grie- 
vances by means of their petition of right, which 
was become ſo neceſſary; they afterwards pro- 
ceeded to take this matter into conſideration, and 
they ſhewed the ſame intention of exacting, in 
return for the grant of this revenue, very large 
compliances on the ſide of the crown. Their ſud- 
den prorogation prevented them from bringing their 
pretenſions to a full concluſion. 

Wuen Charles opened this ſeſſion, he had fore- 
-ſeen, that the ſame controverſy would ariſe ; and 


5 be therefore took care, very SHY. among ute 


mild 


3 
o 


King, it ſeems, and the lords were reſolved not to truſt them; 
to render a revenue once precarious, which perbaps they 


might never afterwards: be able. to get re-eſtabliſhed on the 
old footing. 


C AN EH 1-11 os 


mild and reconciling expreſſions, to inform the Chap. II 
commons, © That he had not taken theſe duties 1629. 
« as appertaining to his hereditary' prerogative but 
«that it ever was, and ſtill is his meaning to en- 
| « joy them as a gift of his people: And that, if 
: “ he had hitherto levied tonnage and poundage, - 
© he pretended to juſtify himſelf only by the ne- 
« ceſſity of ſo doing, not by any right, which he 
aſſumed.“ This conceſſion, which probably pro- 
ceeded from the King's moderate temper, now 
free'd from the impulſe of Buckingham's violent 
councils, might have ſatisfied the commons, had 
they entertained no other view, than that of aſcer- 
taining their own rights and privileges. But they 
carried their pretenſions much higher. They in- 
ſifted, as a requiſite preliminary, that the King 
ſhould once deſiſt from levying theſe duties ; after 
which they were to take into conſideration, how ut 
far they would reſtore him to the poſſeſſion of a re- 
venue, of which he had clearly diveſted himſelf. IM 
But beſides thar this extreme rigor had never been 
exerciſed towards any of his predeceſſors, and many 
obvious prejudices muſt follow the intermiſſion of 
the cuſtoms; there were other reaſons, which de- 
terred Charles from complying with fo hard a con- 
dition. It was probable, that the commons might 
renew their former project of making this revenue 
only temporary, and thereby reducing their prince 
5 to perpetual ſervitude; they certainly would cut off 
all the new impoſitions, which Mary and Eliza- 
beth, but eſpecially James had levied, and which 
formed no deſpicable part of the public revenue; 
4 and they openly declared, that they had, at pre- 
bk ſent, many important pretenſions, chiefly with re- 
8 gard to religion; and if compliance was refuſed, 
no ſupply muſt be expected from the commons. 
Y IT is eaſy to ſee in what an inextricable laby- 
V rinth Charles was now engaged. By his own con- 
IC ceſſions, by the principles of the Engliſh govern- 
ment, 
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Chap. II. ment, and by the form of every bill, which had 


1629. 


granted this duty, tonnage and poundage was de- 
rived entirely from the free gift of the people; and, 
by conſequence, might be withdrawn at their plea- 


| ſure. If unreaſonable in their refuſal, they ſtill re- 


fuſed nothing but what was their own. If public 
neceſſity required this ſupply, it alſo required the 
King's compliance with thoſe conditions, which 
were-the price of acquiring it. Tho' the motive 
of granting it had been the enabling the King to 
guard the ſeas; it followed not, that, becauſe he 
guarded the ſeas, he was therefore entitled to this 
revenue, without any farther formality ; ſince the 
people had till reſerved to themſelves the right of 
zudging how far that ſervice merited ſuch a ſupply. 
But Charles, notwithſtanding his public declara- 
tion, was far from aſſenting to this concluſion, in 
its full extent. The plain conſequence, he ſaw, 
of all theſe rigors, and refinements, and inferences, 
was, that he, without any public neceſſity, and 
without any default of his own, muſt, of a tudden, 
even from his firſt acceſſion, become a magiſtrate 
of a very different nature from any of his prede- 


ceſſors, and muſt fall into a total dependance on 


ſubjects, over whom former kings, eſpecially thoſe 
immediately preceding, had exerciſed an authority 
almoſt unlimited. Entangled in a chain of conſe- 
quences, which he could not eaſily break, he was 
mclined to go higher, and rather deny the firſt 
principle, than admit of conclufions, which to him 
appeared fo abſurd and unreaſonable. Suitable to 
the ideas hitherto entertained both by natives and 
foreigners, the monarch he eſteemed the eſſence 
and foul of the Engliſh government; and what- 
ever other power pretended to annihilate or even 
abrige the royal authority, muſt neceſſarily, he 
thought, either in its nature or exerciſe, be deemed 
no better than an uſurpation. Willing to preſerve 
the antient harmony of the conſtitution, he had 
ever 
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ever 3 to comply, as far as he eaſily could, Chap, II. 
with the antient forms of adminiſtration: But when 1629. 


thele forms appeared to him, by the inveterate ob- 
ſtinacy of the commons, to have no other tendency 
than to diſturb that harmony, and to introduce a 
new conſtitution; he concluded, that, in this vio- 
lent ſituation, what was ſubordinate muſt neceſſa- 
rily yield to what was principal, and the privileges 
of the people, for a time, give way to royal prero- 
gative. From. the: rank. of a monarch to be de- 
graded into a ſlave of his inſolent ſubjects, ſeemed, 
of all indignities, the greateſt; and nothing, in 
his judgment, could exceed the humiliation attend- 
ing ſuch a ſtate, but the meanneſs of tamely ſub- 
mitting to it, without making ſome efforts to pre- 
ſerve the authority tranſmitted to him by his pre- 
deceſſors. 

Tuo' theſe were his reflections and refoludien 
before the parliament aſſembled, he did not imme- 
diately break with them, upon their delay of vot- 
ing him this ſupply. - He thought, that he could 
better juſtify any ſtrong meaſure, which he might 
afterwards be obliged to take, if he allowed them 


to carry, tothe utmoſt extremity, their attacks up- 


on his government and prerogative. He content- 
ed himſelf for the preſent with ſolliciting the houſe 
by meſſages and ſpeeches. But the commons, in- 
ſtead of hearkening to his ſollicitations, proceeded 
to carry their cenſorial ſcrutiny into his manage- 
ment of religion, which was the only grievance, to 
which they had not, as yet, by their petition of 
right, applied a ſufficient remedy. 


Ix was not poſſible, that this century, fo fentile Armini- 
in religious ſects and diſputes, could eſcape the aniſm. 


controverly concerning fataliſm and free will, 
which, being deeply intermingled, both with phi- 
loſophy and theology, had, in all ages, thrown 
every ſchool and every church into ſuch inextrica- 


ble daubt and perplexity. T he firſt reformers in 


England, 


288 
Gap. II. England, as in other European countries, had em- 
1629: * braced the moſt rigid tenets: of predeſtination and 
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abſolute decrees, and had compoſed, upon that ſy- 
ſtem, all the articles of their religious creed. But 


| theſe principles having met with oppoſition from 


Arminius and his ſectaries, the controverſy was ſoon 
brought into this iſland, and began there to diffuſe 
itſelf. The Arminians, finding more encourage- 
ment from the ſuperſtitious ſpirit of the church 
than from the fanaticiſm of the puritans, gradual- 
ly incorporated themſelves with the former ; and 
ſome of that ſect, by the indulgence of James and 


Charles, had attained the higheſt offices and pre- 


ferments in the hierarchy. But their ſucceſs with 
the public had not been altogether anſwerable to 
that which they met with in the church and the 
court, Thro'out the nation, they {till lay under 


the reproach of innovation and hereſy. The com- 


mons-now levelled againſt them their formidable 


cenſures, and made them the objects of daily in- 


vective and declamation. Their protectors were 
ſtigmatized; their tenets canvaſſed; their views re- 
preſented as dangerous and pernicious. To im- 
partial ſpectators ſurely, if any ſuch had been, at 
that time, in England, it muſt have given ſuffici- 
ent entertainment, to ſee a popular aſſembly, en- 
flamed with faction and enthuſiaſm, pretend to 


handle queſtions, for which the greateſt philoſo- 


phers, in the tranquillity of retreat, had never hi- 

therto been able to find any ſatisfactory ſolution. 
Auip that complication of diſputes, in which 
men were involved, we may obſerve, that the ap- 
pellation, Puritan, ſtood for three parties, which, 
tho' commonly united together, were yet actuated 
by very different views and motives. There were 
the political puritans, who maintained the higheſt 
principles of civil liberty; the puritans in diſcipline, 
who were averſe to the ceremonies and epiſcopal 
government of the church ; and the doctrinal puri- 
| tans, 
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tans, who. rigidly defended the ſpeculative ſyſtem Chap. IL 
of the firſt reformers. In oppoſition to all theſe, 629. 


ſtood, the court-party, the hierarchy,; and the Ar- 
minians; only with this diſtinction, that the latter 
fe, being introduced but a few years before, did 
not, as yet, comprehend all thoſe who were fayor- 
able to the church and to monarchy. But as the 
controverſies, on every ſubject, grew daily warmer, 
men united themſelves more cloſely with their 
friends, and ſeparated themſelves wider from their 
antagoniſts; and the diſtinction gradually became 
quite uniform and regular. | 
Tus houſe of commons, which, like all the 
preceding ones, during the reigns' of James and 
Charles, had been much governed by the puritanni- 
cal party, thought, that they could not better ſerve 
their cauſe, than by ſtigmatizing and puniſhing the 
arminian ſect, which, introducing an innovation in 
the church, were the leaſt favored and leaſt pow- 
erful of all their antagoniſts. From this meaſure, 


it was eaſily foreſeen, that, beſide gratifying a bi- 
gotted animoſity in the doctrinal puritans, both the 
puritans in diſcipline and thoſe in politics would 


reap conſiderable advantages. Laud, Neile, Mon- 
tague, and other biſhops, who were the chief ſup- 
porters of epiſcopal government, and the moſt zeal- 
ous partizans of the diſcipline and ceremonies of 
the church, were all ſuppoſed to be tainted with ar- 
minianiſm. The ſame men and their diſciples 
were the ſtrenuous preachers of paſſive obedience 


and of unlimited ſubmiſſion to princes; and if 


theſe could once be cenſured, and be expelled the 
church and court, it was concluded, that the ec- 
cleſiaſtical hierarchy would receive a mortal blow, 
the ceremonies be leſs rigidly inſiſted on, and the 
King, deprived of his moſt faithful friends, be 


obliged to abate thoſe high claims of prerogative, 


on which at preſent he inſiſted. 
RF © 
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Chap. Il. Bor Charles, beſide a view of the political con- 
1629. ſequences, which. muſt reſult from a compliance 
with ſuch pretenſions, was ſtrongly determined, 
from principles of piety and conſcience, to oppoſe 
them. Neither the diſſipation incident to youth, 

nor the pleaſures attending a high fortune had been 

able to prevent this virtuous Prince from embra- 

eing the moſt ſincere ſentiments of religion; and 

that character, which, in that religious age, ſhould 

have been of infinite advantage to him, proved, 

in the end, the chief cauſe of his ruin: Merely, 


becauſe the religion, adopted by him, was not of 


that preciſe mode and ſect, which began to prevail 
larong his ſubjects. His piety, tho' remote from 
popery, had a tincture of ſuperſtition in it; and, 
being averſe to the gloomy and fanatical extrava- 
gancies of the puritans, was repreſented by them 
as tending towards the abominations of antichriſt. 
Laud too had unfortunately acquired a great aſ- 
cendant over him: And as all thoſe prelates, aim- 
ed at by the commons, were regarded as his chief 
friends and moſt favored courtiers; he was reſolv- 
ed not to diſarm and diſhonor himſelf, by aban- 
doning them to the reſentment of his enemies. 
In the debates of the commons, which are tranſ- 
mitted to us, tis eaſy to diſcern fo early ſome 
ſparks of that enthuſiaſtic fire, which afterwards ſet 
the whole nation in combuſtion. One Rouſe made 
uſe of an alluſion, which, tho' low, ſeems to have 
been borrowed, from the writings of Lord Bacon. 
« Tf a man meet a dog alone,” ſaid he, © the dog 


is fearful, tho' never ſo fierce by nature: But, 
„if the dog have his maſter with him, he will 
«6 ſet upon that man, from whom he fled before. 
„This ſhows, that lower natures,” being backed 
„ by higher, encreaſe in courage and ſtrength; 
„and certainly man, being backed with omnipo- 
& tency, is a kind of omnipotent creature. All 
* things are poſſible to him that believes; and 

| &« where 


291 
10 1 all endes are | poſſible, there is a kind of Chap. II. 


<<. omnipotency. Wherefore, let it be the unanimous 1629 


„ conſent and reſolution of us all to make a vow 


e and covenant from henceforth, to hold faſt our 
« God and our religion; and then ſhall we from 
+. henceforth expect with certain happineſs 1 in this 
4e world.“ 

OLIVER Cromw ELL, at that time, a young man, 
of no account in the nation, is mentioned in theſe 
debates, as complaining of one, who, he was told, 
preached flat popery. Tis amuſing to obſerve the 
firſt words of this fanatical hypocrite correſpond ſo 
exactly to his character. | 

Tu enquiries and debates, concerning tonnage 
and poundage went hand in hand. with theſe theo- 
logical or metaphyſical controverſies. The officers 


of the cuſtom-houſe were ſummoned before the 5 


commons to give an account by what authority 
they had ſeized the goods of merchants, who paid 
not theſe duties: The barons, of the exchequer 


| were queſtioned concerning their decrees. on that 


head: The ſheriff of London was committed to the 
tower for his activity in ſupporting the officers of 
the cuſtom-houſe : The goods of Rolles, a mer- 
chant, and member of the houſe, being ſeized for 
his refuſal to pay the duties, complaints were made 
of this violence, as if it were a breach of privilege 
Charles avowed his officers in all theſe meaſures ; 
and the quarrel grew every day higher betwixt him 
and the commons. Mention was made in the 
houſe of impeaching Sir Richard Weſton, Lord 
treaſurer; and the King began to entertain thoughts 
of fniſhing the ſeſſion by a diſſolution. 


Sik John Elliot framed a remonſtrance againſt March 3 4. 


levying tonnage and poundage without conſent of 
parliament, and offered it to the clerk to read. It 
was refuſed. He read it himſelf. The queſtion be- 
ing then called for, the ſpeaker, Sir John Finch, 


ſaid, That be bad a command from the Kiig to ad- 
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Chap: II. journ, and to put no queſtion. Upon which he rofe 
1629 and left the chair. The whole houſe was in an up- 
roar The ſpeaker was puſhed back into the chair, 
and forcibly held in it by Holles and Valentine, till 
a ſhort remonſtrance was framed, and was paſſed 
by acclamation rather than by vote. Papiſts and 
Arminians were there declared capital enemies to 
the commonwealth. Thoſe, who levied tonnage 
and poundage, were branded with the ſame epi- 
thet. And even the merchants, who ſhould vo- 
Juntarily pay theſe duties, were denominated be- 
trayers of Engliſh: liberty, and public enemies. 
The doors being locked, the gentleman-uſher of 
the houſe of lords, who was ſent by the King, could 
get no admittance, till this remonſtrance was finiſh- 
Diſſolu- ed. or the King's order, he took the mace from 
tion of the the table, which ended their proceedings. And a 


parlia- few days afterwards, the parliament was diſſolved. 


ment. 


Mar Tus diſcontents of the nation ran extremely 
| ch 10. 


high, on account of this violent rupture betwixt 
King and parliament. Theſe diſcontents Charles 
very imprudently inflamed by his affectation of a 
ſeverity, which he had not power, nor, probably, 
will, to carry to extremity. Sir Miles Hobart, Sir 
Peter Hayman, Selden, Coriton, Long, Strode, 
were committed to priſon, on account of the laſt 
tumult, which was called ſedition. With great dif- 
ficulty, and after ſeveral delays, they were releaſed; 
and the law was generally ſuppoſed to be wreſted, 
in order to prolong their impriſonment. Sir John 
Elliot, Holles, and Valentine, were ſummoned to 
their trial in the king's bench, for ſeditious ſpeeches 
and behavior in parliament; but refuſing to anſwer 
before an inferior court for their conduct, as mem- 
bers of a ſuperior, they were condemned to im- 
priſonment during the King's pleaſure, to find ſure- 
ties for their good behavior, and to be fined, the 
two former a thouſand pounds a- piece, the latter 
five * This illegal ſentence, procured by 


the 


CHA RIEL E 8 — 1 


* 


King's diſregard to all the privileges of parliament, 
and to acquire an immenſe ſtock of popularity to 
the ſufferers, who had ſo bravely, in oppoſition to 
arbitrary power, defended the liberties of their na- 


tive country. The commons of England, tho“ an 
immenſe body, and poſſeſſed of the greateſt pro- 


perty of the kingdom, were naturally ſomewhat 
defenceleſs; becauſe of their equality and their 
want of leaders: But the King's ſeverity, if theſe 
illegal proſecutions deſerve the name, here pointed 


out leaders to them, whoſe reſentment was enflam- 


ed, and whoſe courage was no way daunted, by 


the hardſhips which they had undergone | in 0 ho- 


norable a cauſe. 

So much did all theſe prioners glory i in their ſuf. 
ferings, that they would not condeſcend even to 
preſent a petition to the King, expreſſing their ſor- 
row for having offended him. They unanimouſly 
refuſed to find ſureties for their good behavior; 
and diſdained to accept of deliverance on ſuch eaſy 
terms. Nay, Holles was ſo induſtrious to conti- 
nue his meritorious diſtreſs, that when one offered 


his bail for him, he would not yield to the rule of 


court, and be himſelf bound with his friend. Even 
Long, who had actually found ſureties in the chief 


Juſtices chamber, declared in court, that his ſure- 


ties ſnould no longer continue. Vet becauſe Six 
John Elliot happened to die, while in cuſtody, a 
great clamor was raiſed againſt the adminiſtration; 
and he was univerſally regarded as a martyr to the 
liberties of England. 
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{ER x0 
Peace with France.-—Peace with Spain. State of the 
court and miniftry.—Charatter of thc Queen. —Straf- 
od. Laud. — [inovations in the church. — Irre- 
gular levies of money. Scverities in the ſtar-cham- 
ber and bigb commiſſion. —Ship-money.—T rial of 
"Hambden. * ; 


1629. FFVHERE now opens to us a new ſcene. Charles, 

A fog) diſguſted with parliaments,” was reſolved not 
woe fear me) to, call any more, till he ſhould ſee greater p- 
SL jroed 4 54,8088 Of a « compliant diſpoſition in the nation. Hav- 
1 ing loſt his great favorite, Buckingham, he became 
FRI 1-9. nu lis own miniſter; and never afterwards Fred-On 
Pr ey 1.7010 nt os, unlimited ny. ih aaa 
: Cs: ollows his own genius and diſpoſition, his meaſures 
4 3 wer" Ste henceforth If, raſh and es ne the general 
ie, omencr of his adminiſtration Rill wants Sk & being 
| a , entirely legal, and tiere of being entirely prudent. 
Wx ſhall endeavor to exhibit a juſt 5. of the 


| events, which followed for ſome years; ſo far as 
* they regard foreign affairs, the ſtate of the court, 
h and the government of the nation. The incidents 
5 are not numerous noy illuſtrious; but the know- 
0 e lege of them ES EM for underſtanding the 
ik ſubſequent tranſaCtions, which are ſo memor: 5 . 

1 | . CHARLES, deſtitute of all ſupply, LS 


y to embrace a meaſure, which fend 
7 ve been the reſult of reaſon and ſound poliges,, He 
made peace with the two exowr ,againſt e, 


ad hithertg waged a wa 
ene N oa: 14052 the diſtracted and help- 


leſs condition of England, no attempt was made, 
either by France or Spain, to invade their enemy; 
nor did they entertain any farther project than to 
defend themſelves againſt the feeble and ill concert- 
ed expeditions of that kingdom. Pleaſed that the 
1 | jealouſies 


CHAR L. E S 1 1. 


3 and quarrels betwwezhe King and naw Chap. III. 


ment had diſarmed ſo formidable a power, they 
carefully avoided any enterprize, which might rouze 
either the terror or anger of the Engliſh, and diſ- 
poſe them to domeſtic union and ſubmiſſion. The 
endeavors to regain thę. go ill of the nation was 
carried ſo far by the at he generouſly 
releaſed and ſent home all the Engliſh priſoners, 
vhorbehed taken in the expedition againſt Ca- 


diz. The example was imitated by France; after Peacewith 
the retreat of the Engliſh from the iſle of 'Rhe. France 
When princes were in ſuch diſpoſitions, and had ſo and Spain. 


few pretenſions on each other, it could not be diffi- 


cult to conclude a peace. The treaty was firſt fign- April 14. 


ed with France. The ſituation of the king's affairs 
did nat entitle him to demand any conditions for the 
hugonots, and they were abandoned to the will of 
their ſovereign. Peace was afterwards concluded 
with Spain; where no conditions were made in fa- 
vor of. the Palatine, except that Spain promiſed in 
general to uſe her good offices for his reſtoration. 
The influence of theſe two wars on domeſtic affairs, 
and on the diſpoſitions of King and people was of 
the utmoſt conſequence: But no alteration was 
made by them on the eigen intereſts of the king- 
dom. 

| NoTrinG more happy can bi imagined than the 
a in which England then ſtood with regard to 
foreign affairs. Europe was divided bet the ri- 
val families of Bourbon and Auſtria, whoſe oppoſite 
intereſts, and ſtill more, their mutual jealouſies, ſe- 
cured the tranquillity of this iſland. Their forces 
were ſo nearly counterpoized, that no apprehenſions 
were entertained of any event, which could ſud- 
denly diſturb the balance, of power bete them. 
The Spaniſh monarch, «&eemed the moiſt pawer- 


ful, lay at greateſt diſtance ; and the po ti by 


that means, | poſſeſſed the advantag E, Frere en- 
gaged by. political TY, into a union and 


confede- 


uy - _ | — 
2 N 8 44 7 3 
— 8 x 2. he os & ans Be 8 — 


ber 5. 


295 


1629. 


1630. 
ovem- 


TRIS: 


Chap. III 


and gradual, left 


thus Charles, 
with his own N was in a een to make 
himſelf be courted and reſpected * n in 
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I. confederacy with the neighboring potentate. The 
diſperſed dominions of Spain gave great hold to the 
naval power of England; and kept that empire in 
continual dependance. France, more vigorous and 
more compact, was, every day, riſing in policy and 
diſcipline; and reached at laſt an equality of power 
with the houſe of Auſtria: But her progreſs, flow 
"fm in _ power of England, by 
her ſuperiority. And, 
TEENS all diſſentions- 


a timely interpoß 


Europe; and, what ſnee 2 ance 


tained by the princes of this ifland, de could, eier 
be active with dignity or neutral with ſecurity. 


A neutrality was embraced by the King; and 


Guring the reſt of his reign, he ſeems little to have 
regarded foreign affairs, except ſo far as he was en- 


gaged, by honor and by friendſhip for hi ſiſter and 
the Palatine, to endeavor the procuring ſome relief 
for that unhappy family. He joined his good offices 


to thoſe of France, and mediated a peace betw is 


the Kings of Sweden and Poland, in hopes of en- 
gaging the former to embrace the protection of the 
oppreſſed proteſtants in the empire. This was the 
famed Guſtavus, whole heroic genius, ſeconded by 
the" polite, made him, in alittle time, the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed monarch of the age, and render- 
ed his country, formerly unknown and neglected, 

of great weight in the balance of Europe. To en- 
courage and aſſiſt him in his projected invaſion of 
Germany, Charles agreed to furniſh him with fix 
thouſand men; but that he might preſerve the ap- 
pearance of neutrality, he made uſe of the Marquis 
of Hamilton's name; a Nobleman allied to the 
crown. Hamilton entered into an engagement with 
Guſtavus; and inlifting theſe troops in England and 
Scotland at Charles's expence, he landed them in 
Ling _ The deciſive * of. R was fought 


ſpon 


2 a. e hop 2 acai of Tung and valor of Cap nm, 
3] the Imperialiſts were overcome by the ſuperior con- 630. 
1 duct of Guſtavus and ſuperior valor of the Swedes, 
1 What remained of this hero's life was one continued 
1 ſeries of victory, for which he was Jeſs beholden to 
r fortune, than to thoſe perſonal endowments, which 
V he derived from nature and from induſtry. That 
1 rapid progreſs of - conqueſt, which we ſo much ad- 
15 mire in antient hiſtory, was here renewed in modern 
8 annals; and without that cauſe, to which, in former 
3 ages, it had ever been owing. Military nations 
n were not now engaged againſt an undiſciplined and 
s | unwarlike people; nor heroes ſet in oppoſition to- 
r cowards. The veteran troops of Ferdinand, con- 
| ducted by the moſt celebrated generals of the age, 
d were foiled in every encounter, and all Germany 
e was over: run in an inſtant, by the victorious Swede. 
27 But by this extraordinary and unexpected ſucceſs of 
d his ally, Charles failed of the purpoſe, for which he 
f- framed. the. alliance. Guſtavus, elated by proſpe-. 
8 rity, began to form more extenſive plans of ambi- 
4 tion; and in freeing Germany from the yoke of Fer- 
=: dinand, he intended to reduce it to ſubjection under 
Ee: his own. The Palatine he refuſed to reſtore to his 
e dominions but on conditions, which would have kept 
y him in total dependance. And thus the negotia- 
ge tion was protracted; till the bartle of Lutzen, where 
ps: the Swediſh monarch. periſned in the midſt of a 
d, compleat victory, which: he obtained. over his ene- 
1- mies. 
of Wr have carried on theſe e a few year 
x beyond the preſent period, that We might not be 
p- obliged to return to them; nor * inter- 
is rupted in our account of Charles's court «+ king- 
12 doms. | 
th Wurd we conſider: Chaglen, as preſiding in bis State of 
1d | court, as aſſociates with his family, it is difficult to the coy 
in imagine a character, at once more reſpectable and.g,, 
br | more amiable, | A kind huſband, an * | 
n ther, 
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Chap. III ther, a gentle maſter, a ſtedfaſt friend; to all theſe. 
1630. eulogies, by his conduct in private life, eas ful- 


ly intitled? As a monarch too, in the exterior qua- 
ties he excelled; in the eſſential, he was not de- 
fective. His addreſs and manner, tho' perhaps in- 
clining a little towards ſtatelineſs and formality, in 
the main correſponded to his high rank, and gave 


grace to that reſerve and gravity, which were natu- 


ral to him. The moderation and equity, which 
ſhone forth in his temper, emed to ſecure him a- 
gainſt rath and dangerous enterprizes: The good 
ſenſe, which he diſplayed in his diſoourſe and con- 
veriation, ſeemed to warrant his ſucceſs in every rea- 
Iſonable undertaking. Other endowments id he 
: Syed, which, in a private gentleman, would 
have been highly ornamental, and which, in a great 
monarch, might have proved extremely uſeful to 
his people. He was poſſeſſed of an excellent taſte 
in all the fine arts; and the love of painting was, in 
ſome degree, his favorite paſſion. Learned beyond 
hat is common in princes, he was a good judge of 
writing in others, and enjoyed, himſelf, no mean ta- 
Jent in compoſition. In every other age, or nation, 
this monarch had been ſecure of a proſperous and a 
happy reign. But the high idea of, his own autho- 
rity, wh which he had been ;mbſſea, made him 
incapable of fü d ptu y to. the ſpirit of li- 
berty, which began to prevail among his ſubjects. 
His politics were not ſupported with ſuch vigor and 
foreſight as might enable him to ſubdue their pri- 
vileges, and maintain his prerogative at the high 
pitch, to which he had raiſed it. And above all, the 
ſpirit of enthuſiaſm, being univerſally diffuſed over 


the nation, diſappointed all the views-of human 


prudence, and diſturbed the operation of every mo, 
_ tive,” whieh uſually influence ſociety. + | 


Zo the misfortunes, produced by theſe cauſes, 
were yet remote. Charles now enjoyed himſeif in 


che full exerciſe of his authority, in a ſocial inter- 


0 courſe 


om. „ 1 ** 
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5. l with his friends and courtiers, and in a mo- Chap. III. 
% derate ufe of thoſe pleaſures, which he moſt" af- "OE 
fefted. 
ArTxR the death of Buckingliad, who had Character 
fomewhat alienated Charles from her, the Queen is ef the 
to be conſidered as his chief friend and favorite. Veen. 
That ruſtic contempt of the fair ſex, which James 
affected, and which, baniſhing them from his court, 
; made it refernble more a fair or an exchange, than' 
” the ſeat of a great prince, was very wide of the diſs” - 
1 poſition of this monarch: But tho' full of complai- 
5 ſance to the whole ſex, Charles reſerved all his paſ- 
ſion for the Queen, to whom he attached himſelf 
8 with unſhaken fidelity and confidence. By her ſenſe 
1 and ſpirit, as well as by her beauty, ſhejuſtified the 
a fondneſs of her huſband; tho' it is allowed, that, 
5 being ſomewhat of a paſſionate temper, ſhe precipi- 
A tated him into haſty and imprudent Ss. Her 
n CALF 
d 
ff 


religion 8865. to which ſhe was much addicted, muſt 


be regarded”as a great misfortune ; ſince it augment- 
: ed the jealouſy, which prevailed againſt the Sour 
ah and engaged her to procure, for the catholics; f 
ly dulgences, which were generally diſtaſteful co e 
5 nation. 
9 Ix the former ſituation of the Engliſh veins 
= ment, when the ſovereign was, in a great meaſure, 
ad independent of his ſubjects, the king choſe his mi- 
5 niſters, either from perſonal favor or from an opi- 
d nion of their ability; without any regard to their 
meh parliamentary intereſt or talents. It has ſince been 
h the maxim of princes, where- ever popular leaders 
© | encroach too much on royal authority, to confer of- 
or fices on them; in expectation, that they will after- / 
mn wards become more careful: not to diminiſn that 


" power, which has become their own. © Theſe po- 
litics were now embraced: by Charles; a ſure ſymp- 


8, tom, that a ſecret revolution had happened in the 
in conſtitution, and had neceſſitated the prince to a- f 
2 dopt new maxims of government. But the views 
le = . 5 N of 
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Chap. II. of the king were, at this time, ſo remote from thoſe 


of the puritans, that the leaders, whom he gained, 


loſt, from that moment, all intereſt with their par- 


ty, and were even purſued as traitors, with impla- 
cable hatred and reſentnent. This was the caſe 


with Sir Thomas Wentworth, whom the King cre- 
ated, firſt a baron, then a vidoment, and cherwards 
Earl of Strafford; made him preſident of the coun- 


cil of York and Lond lieutenant of Ireland; and re- 


garded him as his chief miniſter and counſellor. By 
his eminent talents and abilities, Strafford merited 
all the confidence, which the King repoſed in him: 


His character was ſtately and auſtere; more fitted 
2. procure eſteem than love: | His fidelity to kis 


as unſnaken; but as he now employed all 
his councils to ſupport the prerogative, which he had 
rmerly bent all his endeavors to diminiſh, his vir- 
tue ſeems not to have been intirely pure, but to 
have been ſuſceptible of ſtrong impreſſions from pri- 
vate intereſt and ambition. Sir Dudley Diggs was, 
about the ſame time, ereated maſter of tlie rolls: 
Noy, attorney-general ;-Lit ie ; ſollicitor-general. 
All theſe had been likeways parhamentary leaders; 
and were men very eminent in their profeſſion. 
IN all eccleſiaſtical affairs, and even in many ci- 
vil, Laud, biſhop of London, had great influence 
on the King. This man was virtuous; if ſeverity 
of manners alone and abſtinence from pleaſure could 
deſerve. that name. He was learned, if Seele Hai 


frlomical knowlege could intitle him to that praiſe. He 


was diſintereſted ; but with ee induſtry he 
ſtudied to exalt the prieſtly and prelatical character, 
which was his ow-n. His zeal was unrelenting in 
the cauſe of religion; that is, in impoſing, by the 
moſt: rigorous, meaſures, his on tenets and pious 
ceremonies on the obſtinate puritans, WhO had pro- 
fanely dared to oppoſt him. In proſecution of his 
holy: purpoſes, he over- looked every human conſi- 
deration; or, in other words, the heat and indiſere- 

F tion 
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tion of his emper made him neglect an views of Ch hap. III. 
prudence and all rules of good manners. He was, 1 8399 
im this reſpect, happy, that all his enemies were al- 


ſo declared enemies to loyalty and true piety, and 
that every exerciſe of his revenge, by that means, 


became a merit and a virtue. This was the m man, 


who acquired ſo great an afcendant over Charles, 
and-led him, by the ſuperſtition of his temper, into 


a conduct, which proved ſo fatal to himſelf and to 


his kingdoms. 
Tar humor of the nation ran, at that time, into Innovati- 
the extreme oppoſite to ſuperſtition; and it was with ons in the 


difficulty; that the antient ceremonies, to which men church. 


had been accuſtomed, and which had been ſancti- 
fied by the practice of the firſt reformers, could be 
retained in divine ſervice : Yet was this the time, 
which Laud choſe for the introduction of new cere- 
monies and obſervances. Beſides that theſe were 
ſure to diſpleaſe as innovations, there lay in the o 
nion of the public, another very forcible objection 
againſt them. Laud and the other prelates, who em- 
braced his meaſures, were generally well inſtructed 
in ſacred antiquity, and had adopted c fe reli- 
gious ſentiments, which prevailed during the Shire; 
fourth, end fifth centuries; when the chriſtian 
church, as is well known, was already deep ſunk 
into thoſe ſuperſtitions, which were afterwards con- 
tinued and augmented by the policy of Rome. The 
revival, therefore, of the ideas and practices of that 
age could not fail of giving the Engliſh faith and 
liturgy ſome e t reſemblance to the catholic ſu- 
perſtition, which the kingdom in general, and the 
puritans in particular, } heid in the greateſt horror 
and deteſtation. Men 8 were apt to think, that, 
without ſome ſecret purpoſe, ſuch inſignificant ob- 
ſervances would not be impoſed with tuch unre- 
lenting zeal on the refractory nation ; 


and that Laud's ſcheme was to lead, the Engliſh, by 


gradual ſteps, back to the religion of their anceſtors. 
They 
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Chap. III. They conſidered not, that the very inſignificancy 


| 1630. 


6 


4 


of theſe ceremonies recommended them to the ſu- 
perſtitious prelate, and made them appear the more 
peculiarly ſacred and religious, het they could ſerve 
no other purpoſe, ie. Nor was the reſemblance 
to the Romiſh ritual any objection, but rather a 
merit, with Laud and his brethren; who bore a 
much greater kindneſs to the mother · church, as 
they called her, than to the ſectaries and preſbyte- 
rians, and frequently recommended her as a true 
chriſtian church; an appellation, which they refuſ- 


ed, or at leaſt ſcrupled,” to the others. So openly. 


were theſe tenets eſpouſed, that not only the raakg- 
dar- err diſcontented puritans believed the church 
of England to be relapſing faſt into Romiſh ſuper- 


ſtition: The court of Rome itſelf entertained hopes 


of regaining its autho ofit in-this iſland ; and, in or- 
der to forward Laud's ; Good. intentions, an offer was 
twice made him, in” Private, of\ a*Cardinal's hat, 
which he declined accepting. His anſwer was, as 
he ſays himſelf, .T. — ſomething dwelt within him, 
which would not ſuffer bis compliance, ill Rome was 


A erc other than ii is. 


A court lady, daughter of the Earl of Devonſhire, 
having turned catholic, was aſked by Laud the rea- 
ſons of her converſion. Tis chiefly, ſaid ſhe, becauſe 
T hate to travel 4 e The meaning of this 
expreſſion being ſhe replied, I perceive your 
Grace and many others are making haſte to Rome; and 
therefore, in order to prevent my being crowded, 1 bave 
gone before you. It muſt be confeſſed, that, tho' 
Laud deſerved not the appellation of Papiſt, the ge- 
nius of his religion _s tho' in Fa 5 degree, yet 
the ſame with that of the * he ſame pro- 


found reſpect was to the ſacerdotal cha- 


racter, the ſame ſubmiſſion required to the creeds 
and decrees of ſynods and councils, the ſame pomp 
and ceremony was affected in worthip, and the ſame 
tuperſtitious regard to days, poſtures, meats, and 

veſtments. 


) 


* 


Mrd 
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As a ſpecimen of the new ceremonies, to which 


Laud facrificed his own quiet and that of the nation, 


it may not be amiſs to relate thoſe, which he was 
accuſed of employing in the conſecration of St. Ca- 


therine's church, and which were the object of ſuch 


genera] ſcandal and offence. 


* 


3 
veſtments. No wonder, therefore, that this pre- n III. 
late was every where, among the puritans, regard- 
ed with horror, as the forerunner of antichriſt. 


1 39. 


O the biſhop's approach to the weſt door of tlie 


church, a loud voice cried, Open, open, ye everlaſt- 
ing doors, that the king of glory may enter in! Imme- 
diately the doors of the church flew open, and the 
biſhop entered. Falling upon his knees, with eyes 
elevated and arms expanded, he uttered theſe words: 
This place is holy; the ground is holy : In the name of 
the father, fon, and holy ghoſt, I pronounce it holy. 

Going towards the. chancel, he, ſeveral times, 
took up from the floor ſome of the duſt, and threw 
it into the ajr. When he approached, along with his 
attendants, near to the communion-table, he bowed 
frequently towards it: And on their return, they 
went round the church, repeating as they march- 


ed along, ſome of. the pſalms: And then ſaid a form 


of prayer, which concluded with theſe words: Me 
conſecrate this church, and ſeparate it unto thee as holy 
ground not to be profaned any more to common uſes. 


Ars this, the biſhop, ſtanding near the com- 


n.unton-table, ſolemnly pronounced many impreca- 
tions upon ſuch as ſhould afterwards pollute that 
holy place by muſters of ſoldiers, or keeping in it 
profane law-courts, or carrying burthens thro” it. 
On the concluſion of every curſe, he bowed to- 
wards the eaſt, and cried, Let all the people ſay, 
amen. br | 
Tk imprecations being all ſo piouſly finiſhed, 
there were poured out a number of bleſſings upon 
ſuch as had any hand in framing and building that 
facred and beautiful edifice, and on ſuch as had 
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or ſhould hereafter give to it any chalices, 
— ornaments, or utenſils. At every benedic- 
tion, he, in like manner, bowed towards the eaſt, 
and eried, Let all the people ſay, amen. 
Tur ſermon ſucceeded ; after which, the biſhop 
ae and adminiſtered the ſacrament, in the 
following manner : 
As he approached the communion-table, he made 
many lowly reverences: And coming up to that part 
of the table, where the bread and wine lay, he 
bowed ſeven times. After the reading of many 
prayers, he approached the ſacramental elements, 
and gently lifted up the corner of the napkin, in 
which the bread was laid. When he beheld the 


ſtep or two, bowed three ſeveral times towards the 


napkin, and bowed as before. 

Nxxr, he laid his hand on the cup, which had 
a cover upon it, and was full of wine. He let go 
the cup, fell back, and bowed thrice towards it. 
| He' approached again; and lifting up the cover, 
peeped into the cup. Seeing the wine, he let fall 
the cover, ſtarted back, and bowed as before. Then 
he received the ſacrament, and gave it to others. 
And many prayers being ſaid, the ſolemnity of the 
confecration ended. The walls and floor and roof 
of the fabric were then ſuppoſed to be ſufficiently 
holy. 
— Orpess were given, and rigorouſly inſiſted on, 
that the communion- table ſhould be removed from 
the middle of the area, where it hitherto ſtood in 
all churches, except in cathedrals. It was placed 
in the eaſt end, railed in, and denominated an Al- 
| TAR; as the clergyman, who officiated, received 
| i commonly the appellation of PalEs T. Tis not 
£6 eaſy to imagine the diſcontents, excited by this in- 


novation, and the ſuſpicions, which it gave riſe to. 
'Trws 
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bread, he ſuddenly let fall the napkin, flew back a 


bread; then he drew near again, and opened the 
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Tur kneeling at the altar, and the uſing of copes, 
a ſpecies of embroidered veſtment, in adminiſtering 
the ſacrament, was alſo known to be a great object 
of ſcandal, as being popiſh practices: But the oppo- 


ſition der increaſed, than abated the zeal of the 


prelate, for the introduction of theſe ceremonies. 

ALL kinds of ornament, particularly pictures, 
were requiſite for ſupporting that mechanical devo- 
tion, which was-propoſed to be raiſed in this model 
of religion : But as theſe had been ſo much employ- 
ed by the church of Rome, and had given riſe to ſo 
much ſuperſtition, or what the puritans called ido- 
latry ; it was impoſſible to introduce them into En- 
gliſh churches, without exciting the moſt general 
murmurs and complaints. But Laud, poſſeſſed of 
preſent authority, perſiſted in his purpoſe, and made 
ſeveral attempts towards acquiring theſe ornaments. 
Some of the pictures, introduced by him, were alſo 
found, upon inquiry, to be the very ſame, which 
might be met with in the maſs- book. The crucifix 
too, that eternal conſolation of all pious catholics, 
and terror to all ſound Proteſtants, was not forgot 
on this occaſion. 


Ir was much remarked, that Sherfield, the re- 
corder of Saliſbury, was cried | in, the ſtar- chamber, | 


for having careleſsly broke, with his cane, ſome 
cracked pains of painted glaſs ; while he gave orders 


for repairing the windows of St. Edmond's church 


in that city. He was fined 5950 pounds, removed 
from his office, condemned to make a public ac- 
knowlegement, and be bound to his good beha- 
ViOr. 

Nor only ſuch of the clergy, as neglected to 
obſerve every ceremony, were ſuſpended and depri- 


ved by the high commiſſion- court: Arbitrary oaths 


were, by many of the biſhops, impoſed on the 
church-wardens; and they were {worn to delate any 


one, who acted contrary to the eccleſiaſtical canons. 


Such a violent ſtep, even had it not been illegal, 
Vol. I. * would 
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Chap. III. would have given offence; as reſembling too near- 


1630. ly the practice of the Romiſh inquiſition. 7 
To rage the greater alienation from the church- 
es, reformed after the preſbyterian model, Laud ad- 
viſed, that the diſcipline and worſhip of the church 
ſhould be impoſed on the Engliſh regiments and 
trading companies abroad. All foreigners of the 
Datch and Walloon congregations were command- 


ed to attend the e church ; and — | 


7 was granted to none After the firſt deſcent: J uda- 
more too, the King's ambaſſador at Paris, had or- 
ders to withdraw himſelf from the communion of 
the hugonots. Even men of ſenſe were apt to 
blame this conduct, not only becauſe it gave of- 
fence in England, but becaule, in foreign countries, 
8 it loſt the crown the advantage of being eſteemed 

* the head and ſupport of the reformation. 
. Unwin — i pacifying diſputes, orders were 
| | iſſued from the council, forbidding, on both fides, all 
„ preaching and printing with regard to the contro- 
1 verted points of predeſtination and free- will. But 
1 it was complained of, and probably with reaſon, that 
the impartiality was altogether confined to the or- 
ders, and that the execution of them was only meant 

againſt the calxiniſts. 
1 IN return e Charles's indulgence towards the 
1 | church, Laud*and his followers took care to mag- 
| 


8 treat, with the utmolt diſdain or deteſtation, all puri- 
i's 8 tanical pretenſions to a free and independent conſti- 
4 | tution. But, while theſe prelates were ſo liberal in 
1 raiſing the crown at the expence of public liberty, 
they made no ſcruple of incroaching, themſelves, 
1 on the royal rights the moſt inconteſtable ; in order 

| to exalt the hierarchy, and procure to their own or- 


which the Romiſh church had borrowed from ſome 
of the early fathers, and which free'd the ſpiritual 
from ſubordination to the civil power, were now a- 

; dopted 


nify, on every occaſion, the regal authority, and to 


der dominion and independence. All the doctrines 
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dopted by the church of England, and interwoven Chap, Il 


with her political and religious tenets: A divine and 
apoſtolical charter was inſiſted on, preferably to a 
legal and parliamentary one: The ſaterdotal cha- 
racter was magnified as ſacred and indefeizable: All 
right to ſpiritual authority, or even to private judg- 
ment in ſpiritual ſubjects, was refuſed to profane 
laymen : Eccleſiaſtical courts were held by the bi- 
ſhops in their own name, without any notice taken 
of the King's authority : And Charles, tho' ex- 
tremely jealous of every claim in popular aſſemblies, 
ſeemed —_— encourage, than repreſs, thoſe en- 
croachments 4 his clergy. . Having felt ſen- 
fible inconveniences from the independent Tpirit of 
parliaments, he attached himſelf intirely to thoſe, 
who profeſſed a devoted obedience to his crown and 
perſon ; nor did he foreſee, that the eccleſiaſtical 
power, which he exalted, not admitting of any pre- 
ciſe boundary, might in time become more dange- 
rous to public peace, and no leſs fatal to royal pre- 
rogative, than the other. 

So early as the coronation, Laud was the perſon, 
according to general opinion, who introduced a no- 
velty, which, tho' overlooked by Charles, made a 
deep impreſſion on many of the byeſtanders. After 
the uſual ceremonies, theſe words were recited to 
the King: „ Stand and hold faſt, from henceforth, 
* the place, to which you have been heir by the 
ſucceſſion of your forefathers, being now deliver- 
ed to you by the authority of Almighty God, and 
* by the hands of us and all the biſhops and ſer- 
vants of God. And, as you ſee the clergy to 
come nearer the altar than others, ſo remember, 
that, in all places convenient, you give them 
greater honor; that the Mediator of God and 
man may eſtabliſh you on the kingly throne, to 
be a mediator betwixt the clergy and the laity 
and that you may reign for ever with Jeſus Chriſt, 
„ the King of kings, and Lord of lords.” 

2 Tur 


1630. 
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Chap. II. TRE principles which exalted prerogative, were 


1630. 


not entertained by the King, merely as ſoft and a- 
greeable to his royal ears: They were alſo put in 

ractice during all the time, when he ruled without 
Dee Tho' frugal and regular in his expences, 


he wanted money for the ſupport of goverment; 


and he levied it, either by the revival of obſolete 
laws, or by violations, ſome more open, ſome more 


diſguiſed, of the privileges of the nation. Tho' 


humane and gentle in his temper, he gave way to 
ſeverities in the ſtar-chamber and high commiſſion, 
which ſeemed requiſite, in order to ſupport the new 
model of adminiſtration, and repreſs the riſing ſpi- 
rit of liberty thro%out the kingdom. Under theſe 
two heads, may be reduced all the remarkable 


tranſactions of this reign, during ſome years: For, 


in peaceable and proſperous times, where a neutra- 


lity in foreign affairs is obſerved, ſcarce any thing is 


Irregular 
levies of 
money. 


remarkable, but what is, in ſome degree blamed or 


blameable. Ard, left the hope of relief or protec- 
tion from parliament might encourage oppoſition, 
Charles iſſued a proclamation, where he declared, 
That, © whereas, for ſeveral ill ends, the calling 
« again of a parliament is divulged ; tho! his Ma- 
« jeſty has ſhown, by frequent meeting with his 


& people, his love to the uſe of parliaments : Yet 


ee the late abuſe having, for the preſent, driven him 


6 unwillingly out of that courſe; he will account it 


cc preſumption for any one to preſcribe to him any 


& time for the calling that aſtembly.“ This was 


generally conſtrued as a declaration, that, during 
this reign, no more parliaments were intended to be 
ſummoned. And every meaſure of the King con- 


firmed a ſuſpicion, fo TR to the generality 


of the people. 
Toxnnactg and poundage were continued to be 
tevied by the royal authority alone. The former 


arbitrary rs ant were {till exacted. Even new 


impoſitions 
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HAN LE 38 1 
impoſitions were laid on ſeveral kinds of merchan- 
dize. 8 e The 
Tue cuſtom-houſe officers received orders from 
the council to en.cr into any houſe, warehouſe, or 
cellar ; to ſearch any trunk or cheft ; and to break 
any bulk whatever; in default of the payment of 
cuſtoms. 

In order to exerciſe the militia, and keep them 
in good order, each county, by an edict of the 
council, was aſſeſſed at a certain ſum, for the en- 
tertainment of a muſter-maſter, appointed for that 
ſervice, 7 | 

 ComeosITIONs were openly made with recuſants, 
and the popiſh religion became a regular part of the 
revenue. This was all the perſecution, which it 
underwent during the reign of Charles. 

A commiſſion was granted for compounding with 
ſuch as were poſſeſſed of crown-lands upon defective 


titles; and, under this pretext, ſome money was 


exacted from the people. 


THERE was a law of Edward II. *, That who- 
ever was poſſeſſed of twenty pounds a-year in land, 
ſhould be obliged, when ſummoned, to appear and 
to receive the order of knighthood. Twenty pounds, 
at that time, partly by the change of denomination, 
partly by that in the value of money, were equiva- 
lent to 200 in the n ſeventeenth century; 
and it ſeemed juſt, that the King ſhould not t 
ſtrictl G ff the letter of the law, and oblige people 


of ſo ſmall revenue to accept of that expenſive ho- 


nor. Edward VI. , and Queen Elizabeth f: who 
had both of them made ule of this expedient for 
raiſing money, had ſummoned only thoſe Pofleſſẽd 
of forty pounds a-year and upwards to receive 


knighthood, or compound for their neglect; and 


Charles imitated their example, in granting the 


* Statutum de militibus. + Rymer, tom. xv. p. 124. 
Þ 1d. p. 493, 504. 
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Chap. III. fame indulgence. Commiſſioners were appointed for 
3 fixing the rates of compoſition; and, to theſe com- 
miſſioners inſtructions were given, not to accept of 
a leſs ſum than would have been due by the perſon, 
to a tax of three ſubſidies and a half. Nothing 
proves more plainly, how much indiſpoſed the 
people were to the meaſures of the crown, than to 
obſerve that they loudly complained of an expedient 
founded on poſitive ſtatute, and warranted by ſuch 
recent precedents. The law was pretended to be 
obſolete ; tho' only one reign had intervened, ſince 
the laſt execution of it. 5 
Severities BARNARD, lecturer of St. Sepulchres, London, 
f had this expreſſion in his prayer before ſermon; 
and high Lof d. open the eyes of the Queen's Majeſty, that ſhe 
. — may {-e Jeſus Chriſt, whom ſhe has pierced with ber. 
WW. ſion. infidelity ſuperſtition, and idolatry, He was queſ- 
| tioned in the high commiſſion court; but, upon his 
ſubmiſſion, diſmiſſed. Leighton, who had wrote 
{ſcandalous libels againſt the King, the Queen, the 
biſhops, and the whole adminiſtration, was con- 
demned by a very ſevere, if not a cruel, ſentence ; 
but the execution of it was ſuſpended for ſome time, 
. in expectation of his ſubmiſſion . All the ſeveri- 
ties, indeed, of this reign, were exerciſed againſt 
thoſe, who triumphed | in their ſufferings, who court- - 
ed p, \c<cution and braved authority: And, upon 
that account, their puniſhment may be eſteemed the 
mo:2 juſt, but the leſs prudent. To have neglect- 
4 ed them intirely, had it been conſiſtent with order 
| Z and lic ſafety, had been the wiſeſt meaſure, which 
| could have been embraced ; as perhaps, it had been 
Fi the moſt fevcre pun! ſhment, which could have been 
| | inflicted on theſe zealots. | 
'_ 1631. Ir; order to gratify the clergy with a magnificent 
I fabric, ſubſcriptions were ſet on foot, for the repair- 
* ing and rebuilding St. Paul's; and the King, by his 
: countenance and example, encouraged this tb 
| under-. 


* Keanet's compleat hiſtory, 
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undertaking. By order of the privy council, St. Chap. III. 


Gregory's church was removed, as an . impediment 
to the project of extending and beautifying the ca- 
thedral. 


prietors. As there was no immediate proſpect of 
aſſembling a parliament, ſuch acts of power in the 


| King became neceſſary; and in no former age 


would the people have entertained any ſcruple with 
regard to them. It muſt be remarked, that the ill 
humored puritans were extremely averſe to the rai- 
{ing this-ornament to the capital. 

they pretended, of popiſh ſuperſtition: 

AN office was erected for the ſealing of cards: A 
new tax, which, of itſelf, was liable to no objec- 
tion; but was of the moſt dangerous conſequence, 
when conſidered as arbitrary and illegal. 

MonoeoLtts were revived; an oppreſſive me- 
thod of levying taxes, being unlimited as well as 
deſtructive of induſtry. The laſt parliament of 
James, which aboliſhed monopolies, had left a very 
equitable exception in favor of new inventions 
and under pretext of theſe, and of erecting new 
companies and corporations, was this grievance now 
renewed. The manufacture of ſoap was given to a 
company, who paid a ſum for their patent. Lea- 
ther, ſalt, and many other commodities, even 
down to linen rags, were likeways put under re- 
ſtrictions. 

'Tis affirmed by Clin that ſo little be- 
nefit was reaped from theſe projects, that of 200,000 
pounds levied from the people, ſcarce 1500 came 
into tne King's coffers. Tho' we ought not to ſuſ- 
pect the noble hiſtorian of exaggerations to the diſ- 
advantage of Charles's meaſures ; this fact, it muſt 
be owned, appears incredible. The fame author 
adds, that the King's intention was to teach his ſub- 
jects how unthrifty a thing it was to refuſe reaſonable 
lupplies to the crown. A ſtrange project! to of- 

fend 


| Some houſes and ſhops likeways were 
pulled down : and compenſation made to the pro- 


It ſavored, as 


1631. 
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Eliap. III. fend a whole nation, under the view of puniſhment 

1031. and to hope, by acts of violence, to break their re- 
fractory ſpirits, without being poſſeſſed of any mer- 


cenary forces to prevent reſiſtance. 


Tx council of Yorke had been firſt erected, af- 


ter a rebellion, by a patent from Henry VIII. with- 


out any authority from parliament ; and this exer- 
Ciſe of power, like many others, was indulged to 
that arbitrary monarch. That council had long act- 
ed chiefly as a criminal court; but, beſide ſome in- 
novations, introduced by James, Charles thought 
proper, ſome time after Wentworth was made pre- 
{ident, to extend their powers, and to give them a 
large civil juriſdiction, and that, in ſome reſpects, 
diſcretionary. Tis not improbable, that the King's 
intention was only to prevent inconveniences, which 
aroſe from the bringing every cauſe, from the moſt 
diſtant parts of the kingdom, into Weſtminſter- 
hall: But the conſequence, in the mean time, of this 


meaſure, was the putting all the northern counties 


our of the protection of law, and the ſubjecting 
them to arbitrary authority. Some irregular acts of 
that council were, this year, complained of. 

Tus court of ſtar-chamber extended very far 
their authority, and encroached upon the juriſdiction 
of all the other courts; impoſing heavy fines and 
inflicting ſevere puniſhment, beyond the uſual 
courſe of juſtice. Sir David Foulis was fined 5000 
pounds, chiefly becauſe he had diſſuaded a friend 


from compounding with the commiſſioners of knight- 


hood. | . auen, 

Pa YNNE, a barriſter of Lincolne's-Inn, had wrote 
an enormous quarto of a thouſand pages, which he 
called Hiſtrio-Maſtyx. Its profeſſed purpoſe was to 
decry ſtage- plays, comedies, . interludes, muſic, 
dancing; but the author likeways took occcaſion to 
declaim againſt hunting, public feſtivals, Chriſt mas- 
keeping, bonefires, and May-poles. His zeal a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt all theſe levities, he ſays, was firſt moved, at Chap. If. 


obſerving, that plays ſold better than the choiceſt 1033. 


ſermons, and that they were frequently printed on 
finer paper than the Bible itſelf. Beſide, that the 
players were often papiſts, and deſperately wicked ; 
the play-houſes, he affirms, are Satan's chapels, the 
play-haunters little better than incarnate devils, and 
ſo many ſteps in a dance, ſo many paces to hell. 
The chief crime of Nero he repreſents to have 
been, his frequenting and acting of plays; and 
thoſe, who nobly conſpired his death, were princt- 
pally moved to it, as he affirms, by their indigna- 
tion at that enormity. The reſt of his thouſand 
pages weze,of a like ſtrain. He had obtained a li- 
cence from Archbiſhop Abbot's chaplain ; yet was 
he indicted in the ſtar-chamber as a libeller. It was 


thought ſomewhat hard, that general invectives a- 


gainſt plays ſhould be interpreted into ſatyres againſt 
the King and Queen, merely becauſe they frequent- 
ed theſe amuſements, and becauſe the Queen ſome- 
times acted a part in paſtorals and interludes, which 
were repreſented at court. 


chy, the innovations in religious worſhip, and the 
new (ſuperſtitions, introduced by Laud ; and this 
probably, along with the obſtinacy of his behavior, 
was the reaſon why his ſentence was fo ſevere. He 
was condemned to be put from the bar; to ſtand 
in the pillory in two places, Weſtminſter and Cheap- 
ſide; to loſe both his ears, one in each place; to 
pay 5000 pounds fine to the King; and to be im- 


priſoned during life. 


The author, it muſt be 
owned, had, in plain er terms, blamed the hierar- 


Tuis fame Prynne was a great hero among the 


paritans ; and it was chiefly with a view 


7 . . 3 
ftar- chamber condemned HA to fo ignominious a 


. 3 . . 
a puniſhment. The thorow-paced puritans were di- 


ſtinguiſhable by the ſourneſs and auſterity of their 
manners, and by their averſion to all pleaſure and 
| ſociety. 


mortify #-»7 


that fect, that, tho' of an, honorable profeſſion, tige 
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Ohap. III. ſociety. To ialpine them with better er -humor, both 


for their own ſake and that of the public, was—eer- 
tainly a very laudable intention in the court; but, 
whether pillories, fines, and priſons, were proper 


expedients for that purpoſe, may admit of ſome 


queſtion. E 

AxoTaer expedient, which the King tried, in or- 
der to infuſe chearfulneſs into the national n 
was not much more ſucceſsful. He renewed his fa- 
ther's edict for allowing ſports and recreations on 
Sunday to ſuch as ke attended public worſhip ; and 


he ordered his proclamation for that purpoſe to be 
publicly read by the clergy after divine ſervice. 


Thoſe, who were puritanically affected, refuſed 
obedience, and were puniſhed by, ſuſpenſion or de- 
privation. The differences betwwet the ſects were 
before ſufficiently great; nor was it neceſſary to 
widen them farther by theſe new inventions. 

SOME encouragement and protection, which the 
King and the biſhops gave ro wakes, church-ales, 
bride-ales, and other chearful feſtivals of the com- 
mon people, were the objects of like ſcandal to the 
puritans. 

THis year, Charles made a journey into Scotland, 
attended by his court, in order to hold a parliament 
there, and to paſs thro' the ceremony of his coro- 
nation. The nobility and gentry of both kingdoms 
rivaled each other, in expreſſing all duty and reſpect 
to the King, and in marking mutual friendſhip and 
regard to each other. No one could have ſuſpected, 
from exterior appearances, that ſuch dreadful ſcenes 
were approaching. 

One chiet article of buſineſs (for it deſerves the 
name) which the King tranſacted in this parliament, 
was, belide the obtaining ſome ſupply, to procure 


authority for ordering the habits of clergymen, 


The act paſſed not without oppoſition and difficulty. 
The dreadful ſurplice was before men's eyes; and 
they apprehended, with ſome reaſon, that, under, 
ſanction 


CH AR BR 3 
h action of this law, it would ſoon be introduced a- Chap. III. 


tene One, 


; PT 


mong them. Tho' the King believed, that his pre- 


rogative intitled him to a general power of directing 


whatever belonged to the external government of 


the church; this was eſteemed a matter of too great 
importance to be ordered without the ſanction of a 
particular ſtatute, 

IMMEDIATELY after the King's return to En- 
gland, he heardof Archbiſhop Abbot's death : And, 
without delay, he conferred that dignity on his fa- 
yorite, Laud; who, by this acceſſion of authority, 
was now enabled to maintain eccleſiaſtical diſcipline 
with greater rigor, and to aggravate the "_— diſ- 
content of the nation. 


na Gp IgE pric of London, 


Loug gbtzzned fo : TX > fe 
friend Juxon ; and, abut” 1g al alter, Por d 1 . 


death, had intereſt ef notigh* te 


E that prelate 
made-L-ord high treaſurer. 


12 was a perſon of 


great integrity, mildneſs, and humanity, and en- 


dued with a good underſtanding: Yet did this laſt 
promotion give eneral & t. His birth and 
character were, too obſcure for a man raiſed to one 
of the higheſtc offices of the crown. And the clergy, 
it was thought, were already too much elated by for- 
mer inſtances of the King's attachment to them, 
and needed not this farther encouragement to ia 
over the laity. The puritans, hke- 
ways, were much diſſatisfied with Juxon, notwith- 
ſtanding all his eminent virtues ; becauſe he was a 
lover of profane field-ſports and hunting. 


1633. 


SH1P-MONEY was now introduced. The firſt writs 1634. 


of this, kind had. been en directed to ſeaport- 


towns : *But ſhip-money was at ths time levied frem 


7 the whole kingdom; and each county was rated at a 


particular ſum, which was afterwards aſſeſſed upon. 


individuals. The amount of the whole tax was very Ship-mo- 
ittle exceeding 200,000 pounds; it was ney. 


moderate, 
5 1722 


upon the people with jaſliee—and: equa- 


lity ; and ths money was intirely expended upon ok 
navy, 


* — be 
- 
© 
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* WE navy, to, the great honor ang advantage of the 
Vp⸗ 193+ kingdom : Yet all theſe eixenratiances could not re- 
28 5 concile the people to the impoſition. It was in- 


tirely arbitrary: By the ſame right, any other tax 
might be impoſed: And men WE, powerful 


Sr Ar eit, fleet, tho! very deſireable, but's — Fecompence 
44-4, ge, por all their liberties, whi h Were thus ſacrificed to 
„the obtaining it. 

Ex LAN p, it muſt be owned, was, in this re- 
ſpect, very unhappy in its ſituation, that the King 
had entertained a very different idea of the conſtitu- 
tion, from that which began, in general, to prevail 
amongſt his ſubjets. He did not regard ch privi- 
| leges efthe=peeple as fo ſacred and inviolable, that 
| | nothing but the moſt extreme neceſſity could juſti- 


| fy an infringement of them. He conſidered himſelf 
| 


+ 
/ 
2 


A Et 


<4 N 
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as the ſupreme magiſtrate, to whoſe care heaven, 


duty it was to provide for their ſecurity and happi- 
i neſs, and who was veſted with very ample diſcre- 
| tionary powers for that ſalutary purpoſe. If the ob- 


tent with the preſent convenience of government, 


rule; as the eaſieſt, the ſafeſt, and what procured 
— the moſt prompt and willing obedience. But when 
11 a change of circumſtances, eſpecially if derived from 
1 the obſtinacy of the people, required a new plan of 
. | | adminiſtration ; all national privileges, he thought, 
muſt yield to ſupreme power ; nor could any order 

of the ſtate oppoſe any right to the will of the ſo- 
A vereign, directed to the good of the public. That 
8 theſe principles of government were derived trom 
El the uniform tenor of the Engliſh laws, it would be 
raſh to affirm. The fluctuating nature of the con- 


the variety of events, had, no doubt, in different 
ages, produced many exceptions and contradictions. 


Theſe obſervations enly may be eſtabliſhed on both 
| : ſides, 


by his birth- right, had committed his people, whoſe 


ſervance of the antient laws and cuſtoms was conſiſ- 


he efteemet himſelf obliged to comply with that 


18 ſtitution, the impatient humor of the people, and 


40 
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fides, that the appearances were ſufficiently ſtrong Clap. III. 
in favor of the King to apologize for kis following 


ſuch maxims, and that public liberty muſt be ſo 
precarious under this exorbitant prerogative as to 


render an oppoſition, not only excuſable, but lau- 


dable, in the people. 


Some laws had been enacted, during the reign of 


Henry VII. againſt depopulation, or the converting 
arable lands into paſture. By a decree of the ſtar- 
chamber, Sir Anthony Roper was fined 4000 pounds 
for an offence of ths nature. This ſevere ſentence 
was intended to terrify others into compoſition ; and 
above 30,000 pounds were levied by that expedient. 
Like compoſtfions, or in default of them, heavy 
fines, were required for encroachments on the 
king's foreſts z whoſe bounds, by decrees, eſteem- 
ed arbitrary, were extended much beyond what 


was uſual. The bounds of one foreſt, that of 


Rockingham, were increaſed from ſix miles to ſix- 
ty. Fhe e fer, which made the people 
refuſe to the King voluntary ſupplies, diſpoſed them, 
with 4eh better reaſon, to murmur againſt theſe 
irregulur methods of taxation. 
\ MoxLty was fined 10,000 pounds, for reviling, 
challenging, and ſtriking, in the court of White- 
hall, Sir George Theobald, gne of the King's ſer- 
vants. This 3 was ecke set Krorbitant but 
whether it was compounded, as was uſual in fines 
impoſed by the ſtar- chamber, we are not informed. 
ALLINSON had reported, that the Archbiſhop of 


Yorke had incurred the, King's diſpleaſure, by aſk- 


ing a limited toleration'ts the catholics, and an al- 
lowance to build ſome churches for the exerciſe of 
their religion. For this flander againſt the Arch- 
biſhop, he was condemned in the ſtar-chamber to 


4; a fine ef 1000 pounds, to be committed to priſon, 
bound to his good behavior during life, to be whip- 
* ped, 


* Strafford's letters and diſpatches, vol. ii. p. 117. 


317 


518 


1634. 


1636. 


HISTORY of GREAT BRITAIN. 
Chap. III. beds to be ſet on the pillory at Weſtminſter, and in. 


three other towns of England. Robins, who had been 
an accomplice in the guilt, was condemned by a 


ſentence equally ſevere. Such events are rather to be 


conſidered as rare and detached inſtances, collected 


by the ſevere ſcrutiny of hiſtorians, than as proofs of 


the prevailing genius of the king's adminiſtration. * 

CHARLES had imitated the example of Elizabeth 
and James, and had iſſued proclamations forbidding 
the landed gentlemen and the nobility to hve idly 
in London, and ordering them to retire to their 


country-ſeats. For diſobedience to this edit, many 


were indicted by the attorney-general, and were 
fined in the ſtar- chamber. This occaſioned diſcon- 
tents, and the ſentences were complained of, as il- 
legal. But if proclamations had authority, of which 
no body pretended to doubt; muſt they not be 
put in execution? In no inſtance, I muſt confeſs, 
does it more evidently appear, what confuſed and 


uncertain ideas were, during that age, entertained 
concerning the Engliſh conſtitution. 


Ray, having tranſported fuller's earth, contrary 
to the King's proclamation, beſide the pillory, was 
condemned in the ſtar-chamber to a fine of 2000 
pounds. Like fines were levied on Terry, Eman, 
and others, for diſobeying a proclamation, which 
forbad the exportation of gold. In order to account 
for the ſubſequent convulſions, even theſe incidents 
are not to be overlooked, as frivolous or contemp- 
tible. Such ſeverities as theſe were afterwards mag- 
nified into the greateſt enormities. a1 Sl ris 

THERE remains a proclamation o of this year, | 
bigding hackney-coaches 5 tand. "T1 the ſtreet. We 
are told, that there were Hot above twenty coaches 
of that kind in London. There are, at en, 
aboveethouland. ao 00. 

Tux effects of ſhip-money began now to appear. 
A tormidable fleet of fixty ſail, the greateſt, which 


England had ever Known, was equipped under the 


Earl 
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Farl of Northumberland, who had orders to attack Chap. Hh 
the herring- buſſes of the Dutch, which fiſhed in 


what were called the Britiſh ſeas. The Dutch were 
contented to pay 30,000 pounds for a licence dur- 
ing this year. They openly denied, however, the 
claim of dominion in the ſeas, beyond the friths, 
bays, and ſhores; and it muſt be owned, that the 
laws of nations do not warrant any farther preten- 
ſions. * 

BuRToN a divine, i Baſtwick a phyſician, were 
tried in the ſtar-chamber for ſeditious and ſchiſma- 
tical libels, ,and viere condemned to the ſame pu- 
niſhment, Riek had been inflicted on Prynne. 


Prynne himſelf was tried for a new offence; and, 


along with another fine of 5000 pounds, was con- 
demned to loſe what remained of his ears. Beſide, 
that theſe writers had attacked, with great ſeverity, 
and even an intemperate furious zeal, the ceremo- 
nies, rites, and government of the church; the ve- 


ry anſwers, which they gave in to the court, were 
ſo full of contumacy and of invectives againſt the 
prelates, that no lawyer could be prevailed ,w#h to 


ſign them. The rigors however, which they under- 


| went, being ſo unworthy men of their profeſſion, gave 


general offence; and the patience, or rather alacri- 
ty, with which they ſuffered, increaſed ſtill farther 
the indignation of the public. The ſeverity of the 
ſtar-chamber, which was generally aſcribed to 
Laud's 'vihdietie diſpoſition, was, perhaps, in it- 
{elf, ſomewhat blameable; -but will naturali 25. to 
us, appear enormous, Who en oy, to-thefall;” that 
liberty of the prels, which 1s fo neceſſary in every 
monarchy, confined by, Jegal limitations. But as 
theſe limitations were not regularly fixed during the 
age of Charles, nor at any time beſore ; ſo was tHe 

totally unknown, and was gene- 
rally *Keemed, as well as religious toleration, in- 
compatible with all good government. No age wor 
nation, among the moderns, had ever ſet an ex- 
ample 
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hes ut. ample of ſuch " indulgences : And it ſeems unreaſon- 
* able to judge of the meaſures, embraced during one 


period, by the maxims which prevail | in another. 
Bu x rod in his BOGE, complainſag of innova- 
Fons, mentioned among others, that a certain 
Wedneſday had been appointed for a faſt, and that 
the faſt was ordered to be celebrated without any 


ſermons. The intention, as he pretended, of that 


novelty was, by the example of a faſt without ſer- 
mons, to ſuppreſs all the Wedneſday's lectures in 
London. Tis obſervable, that the church of Rome 
and that of England, being, both of them, lovers 
of form and ceremony and order, are more friends 
to prayer than preaching ; while the puritanical 
ſectaries, who find, that the latter method of ad- 
dreſs, being directed to a numerous audience pre- 
ſent and viſible, is more inflaming and animating, 
have always regarded it as the chief part of divine 


| ſervice. Such circumſtances, tho' minute, it may 


not be improper to tranſmit to poſterity ; that thoſe, 
who are curious of tracing the hiſtory of the hu- 
man mind, may remark, how far its ſeveral extra- 
Vagancies and ſingularities concur in different ages. 
CuRrAIN zealots had erected themſelves into a 
fociety for buying in of impropriations, and tranſ- 
ferring them to the church; and great ſums of mo- 
ney had been left to the ſociety for theſe pious pur- 
poſes. But it was ſoon oblerved, that the only uſe 
which they made of their funds, was to eſtabliſh 
lecturers in all the conſiderable churches; men, 
who, without ſubjection to epiſcopal authority, em- 
ployed themlelves entirely in preaching and 1 
ſpreading the fire of puritaniſm. Laud took 358 
by a decree, which was paſt in the court of ex- 
chequer, and which was much complained of, to 
aboliſh this ſociety, and to ſtop their progreſs. It 
was, however, ſtil] obferved, that thro'out England, 
the lecturers were, all of them, puritanically affect- 
ed: and from them the clergymen, who contented 
themſelves 


themſelves depirved 1 
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1 
1 


themſelves with reading prayers and homilies to the Chap, II, 
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people, commonly received. the reproachful appel- 1637. 


lation of dumb dogs. 


THe puritans, reſtrained in England, ſhipped 
themſelves off for America, and laid there the foun- 


dations of a government, which poſſeſſed all the li- 


berty, both civil and r ;Fglgjous, of which they found 

their native country. But 
their enemies, unwilling that they ſhould any where 
enjoy eaſe and contentment, and dreading, perhaps, 
the dangerous conſequences of ſo diſaffecteda colony, 
prevailed Wiek the King to iſſue a proclamation, de- 
barring theſe devotees acceſs even into thoſe inho- 
ſpitable deſerts. Eight ſhips, lying in the Thames, 
and ready to ſail, were 
cil; and in theſe were embarked Sir Arthur Hazel 
rig, 
bad reſolved for ever to abandon their native coun- 
try, and fly to the other extremity of the glabe.; 
where they might enjoy lectures and diſcourſes of 
any length or form which pleaſed them. The King 
had afterwards full leiſure to repent this exerciſe. of 
his authority. 


TRR biſhop of Nah by A ee 


ing on uniformity, had baniſhed many induſtrious 
tradeſmen from that city, and chaced them into 


Holland. The Dutch began to be more intent on 


commerce than on orthodoxy; and thought that A. Ce 


uſeful arts and obedience to the laws formed Aa 
good citizen; tho' attended with errors in ſubjects, 
where it is not allowable for human nature to k- 
pect any poſitive truth or certaintix. 
CoMPLAINTS about this time were made, that the 


petition of right was, in ſome inſtances, | violawd, 


and that, .upon a commitment by the Kin 
council, bail or releaſements had been — — to 
Jennings, Pargiter, and Danvers. 


Williams, biſhop of Lincoln, a man of great 3 


* Mather's Hiſtory of N eu · England, book 1 1. Dugdale, Bates. 


Vol. I. | T rit 


Cayce by order of the coun- | 


John Hambden, and Oliver Cromwel *, Wũ'ho 
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| Chap. III: rit and learning, and a very popular prelate, who 

is 1637. had been Lord keeper, was fined 10,000 pounds, 
by He ae ed. committed to the tower during the King's pleaſure, 


and ſuſpended from his office. This ſevere ſen- 
tence was founded on ex frivolous pretex#6, and 
was more aſcribed: to Laud's vengeance, than to 
any guilt of the biſhop. Laud, however, had owed 
bis firſt promotion er to the good offices of 
that prelate with King James. But ſo implacable 
was the haughty primate, that he raiſed up a new 


proſecution againſt Williams, on the ſtrangeſt pre- 


te imaginable. In order to levy the fine, ſome of- 


ficers had been ſent to ſeize all the furniture and 
books of his epiſcopal palace of Lincoln; and in 


rummaging the houſe, they found in a corner ſome 
neglected letters, which had been thrown by, as 
uſeleſs. Theſe letters were wrote hy one Ofbaldi- 
ſtone, a ſchoolmaſter, and were directed to Wil- 
liams. Mention was there made of a little great 
man; and in another paſſage, the ſame perſon was 
denominated a lulle urchin. By inferences and con- 
ſtructions, theſe epithets were applied to Laud; 
and on no better foundation was Williams tried a- 
new, as having received ſcandalous letters, and not 
:diſcovering that private correſpondence. For this of- 
fence, another fine of 8000 pounds was levied on 
him by- — 2 1: Ofbaldi- 
ſtone: was like ways brought to trial, and condemned 
to Zfine of 5000 pounds, and to have his ears nail- 
ed to the pillory before his own ſchool: |. He ſaved 
himſelf by flight; and left a note in his ſtudy, where 
he ſaid, That he was gone beyond Canterbury.” 

IN a former trial, which Williams underwent, 
(for theſe were not the firſt) there was mentioned, 
in court; a ſtory, which, as it marks the genius of 
parties, may be worth ré&ting. Sir John Lambe, 
urging him to proſecute the puritans, the prelate 
-aſked, what fort of people theſe ſame puritans were ? 
Sir John replied, « That to the world they ſeemed 


c to be- uch as would nor ſwear, whore, nor be 


» * 


drunk; 


A hy „ „„ 


ius of 
ambe, 
prelate 
were? 
eemed 
nor be 


drunk; 
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* drunk; but they would lye, cozen, and deceive: Chap, III. 
That they would frequently hear two ſermons 37. 
a- day, and repeat them too, and that ſometimes _ 
„they would faſt all-day long.“ This character 
muſt be conceived to be ſatyrical; bat yet, it may 
be allowed, that that ſect was more averſe to ſuch 
irregularities as proceed from the exceſs of gaiety 
and pleaſure, than to thoſe enormities, which are 
the moſt deſtructive of ſociety. The former were 
oppoſite to the very genius and ſpirit of their reli 
gion; the latter were only a tranſgreſſion of its pre- 
cepts: And it was not difficult for a gloomy enthu- 
ſiaſt to convince himſelf; that a ſtrict obſervance of 
the one would atone for any violation of the other. 
In 1632, ker treaſurer Portland had inſiſted 
with the vintners, that they ſhould ſubmit to a tax 
of a penny a-quart, upon all the wine which they . * 
retailed. But this they Atterlyrrefufed. In order to 2 e 
puniſh them, a decree ſuddenly, withoufenquiry or Ae em ors, 0 
es len paſſed in the ſtar- chamber, ddi 
t em to ſell or dreſs victuals in their honſes. T'wo 
years after, they were queſtioned for breach of this 
decree ; and in order to avoid puniſhment, they a- 
greed to lend the King {ix thouſand pounds. Being 
threatened, during the ſubfequent years, with fines 
and proſecutions, they at laſt compounded the mat- 1 
ter, and ſubmitted to pay half the duty, which was W 
at firft demanded of them. It required little fore- 
light to perceive, that the King's right of iſſuing: 0 
proclamations muſt, if proſecuted, draw on a pow- a [| 
er of taxation. Es; "= | 
Lit.BURNE was accuſed before the ſtar-chamber, 
of publiſhing and diſperſing ſeditious pamphlets. .Þ 
He was ordered to be examined; but refuſed to | - 22 
take the oath, uſual in that court, that he would | 
anſwer interrogatories, by which he might be led to 


accuſe himſelf. - For this contempt, as it was inter- D 
preted, he was condemned to be whipped, pillo- FF 
ried, and impriſoned. While he was whipped at Wt 
the cart, and ſtood on the pillory, he harangued the = 
4 1 2 papulace, 5 Oh 
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Chap. III. populace, and declaimed violently againſt the ty- 


1637. 
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ranny of biſhops. From his pockets-too he ſcatter- 
ed pamphlets, ſaid to be ſeditious; becauſe, Hup- 
pels, they attacked the hierarchy. The ſtar- cham- 
ber, who were ſitting at that very time, ordered 
him immediately to be gagged. He ceaſed not 
however, tho' both gagged and pilloried, to ſtamp 
with his foot and geſticulate, in order to ſhow the 
pe>ple, that, if he had it in his power, he would 
{till harangue them.“ Ne was—mronght—o—his-tal 
condemnedꝰtõ be impriſoned in a dun- 
geon, and to be loaded with irons.” It was found 
very difficult to break the ſpirits of men, who plac- 
ed both their honor and their conſcience in ſuffer- 
ing. ä | . 
Tur jealouſy of the church appeared in another 
inſtance leſs tragical. Archy, the King's fool, who, 
by his office, had the privilege of jeſting on his 
maſter, and the whole court, happened unluckily 
to try his wit upon Laud, who was too ſacred a 
perſon to be played with. News having arrived 
from Scotland of the firſt commotion excited by the 
liturgy. Archy, ſeeing the primate paſs by, called 
to him, Who's fool now, my Lord. For this offence, 
Archy was ordered, by "Sen of the council, to 
have his coat pulled over his head, and to be diſ- 
miſſed the King's ſervice. | 


* 


H xxx is another inſtance of that rigorous ſubjec- 
tion, in which all men were held by Laud. Some 
young gentlemen of Lincoln's inn, heated by their 
cups, having drank confuſion to the Archbiſhop, 
at his inſtigation were cited before the ſtar-cham- 
ber. They applied to the Earl of Dorſet for pro- 
tection. Who bears witneſs againſt you ? ſaid Dorſet. 
One of the Hrawers, they replied. here did he ſtand, 
when you were ſuppoſed to arink this health? ſubjoin- 
ed the Earl. He was at the door, they replied, going 
ont of the room. Tuſh ! cried he; the drawer was: 
miſtarzen: You drank to the confi fion of the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury's enemies; and the fellow was gone before 


you 


ner 
ho, 
his 
dily 
d a 
ved 
the 
led 
ice, 
10 


diſ- 


jec- 
ome 


heir 


hop, 
am- 


pro- 
Or (er. 


— 


Air 


yon pronounced the laſt word. This hint ſupplied the Chap. WE 
young gentlemen with a new way of defence: And 1637. 


being adviſed by Dorſet to behave with great hu- 
mility and ſubmiſfton to the primate; the modeſty 
of their carriage, the ingenuity of their apology, 
along with the patronage of that noble Lord, ſaved 
them from any ſeverer puniſhment than 2 reproof 
and admonition, with which they were diſmiſſed. 


Tris year, John Hambden defervedly acquir Trial of 
ed, by his ſpirit and courage, univerſal popularity Hamb- 
_ thro'ont the nation, and has merited great renown den. 


with poſterity for the bold ſtayd, Which he made, 
in 6 of the laws and An of his coun- 
try. After the of ſhip-money, Charles, 
in order to diſcourage all oppoſition, had propoſed 
te Queſtion to the judges; Whether, in a caſe 
of neceſſity, for the defence of the kingdom, he 
„might not impoſe this taxation, and whether he 
«© was not ſole judge of the neceſlity ?”” . Theſe 
guardians of law and liberty replied, with great 
complaiſance, That in a cafe of neceſſity he 
„might impoſe that taxation, and that he was ſole 


« judge of the neceſſity. Mr. Hambden had been 


rated at twenty ſhillings for an eſtate, which he peed 
held in the county of Buckingham: Yet notwith- 
ſtanding this declared opinion of the judges, not- 


withſtanding the great power, and ſometimes ri- 
gorous maxims of the crown, notwithſtanding the 
hette proſpect of relief from parliament; he reſolv- 
ed, rather than tamely ſubmit to ſo illegal an im- 
poſition, to ſtand a legal proſecution, and expoſe 


himſelf to all the indignation of the court. The 


caſe was argued during twelve days, in the exche- 


quer-chamber, before all the judges of England; 


and the nation regarded, with the utmoſt anxiety, 
every circumſtance of this celebrated trial. The 
event was eaſily forefeen : But the principles and 
reaſonings and behaviour of & the parties, engag- 


ed in the trial, were much canvaſſed and enquired 
into; and nothing could equal the favor paid to 


3 the 


326 


HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Chap. III. the one fide, except the hatred, which attended the 


| 1637. 


other, 

Ir was urged by. Hambden' s council, that the 
plea of neceſſity was in vain introduced into a trial of 
law ; ſince it was the nature of neceſſity to aboliſh 
all law, and, by irreſiſtible violence, to diſſolve all 
the weaker and more artificial ties of human 1ſo- 
ciety. Not only the prince, in caſes of extreme 


diſtreſs, is exempted from the ordinary rules of ad- 


miniſtration : All orders of men are then levelled; 
and any individual may conſult the public ſafety by 
any expedient, which his fituation enables him-to 
employ. But to produce ſo violent an effect, and 
ſo hazardous to every community, an ordinary 
danger or difficulty is not ſufficient ; much leſs, a 
neceſſity, which is merely factitious and — 
Where the peril is urgent and extreme, it will be 
palpable to every member of the ſociety; and tho 
all antient rules of government are in that caſe ab- 


rogated, men will readily, of themſelves, ſubmit 


to that irregular authority, which is exerted for 
their preſervation. - But what 1s there in common 
betwixt ſuch ſuppoſitions, and the preſent condition 


of the nation? England enjoys a profound peace 


with all her neighbors : And what is more, all her 
neighbors are engaged in furious and bloody wars 
among themſelves, and by their mutual enmines 
farther enſure her tranquillity. The very writs 
themſelves, which are iſſued for the levying of ſhip- 
money, contradict the ſuppoſition of neceſſity, and 
pretend only, that the ſeas are infeſted with 
pyrates; a flights and temporary inconvenience, 
which may weif wait a legal ſupply from parlia- 
ment. The writs likeways allow ſeveral months 
for equipping the ſhips; which marks a very calm 
and deliberate ſpecies of neceſſity, and one that 
admits of delay much beyond the forty days re- 
quiſite for ſummoning that aſſembly. *Tis ſtrange 
too, that an extreme neceſſity, which is always ap- 
parent, and uſually comes to a ſudden crifis, ſhould 
1 | ; now 


he now * n 3 CER for near Chap. u, 1 

„ four years, and ſhould have remained, during. ſo, 1637. in 
he long a time, inviſible to the whole kingdom. And . a 
of as to the pretenſion, that the King is ſole judge of 9 
h the neceſlity ; what is this, but to ſubject all the +» 
all privileges of the nation to his arbitrary will and, wW 
ſo⸗ pleaſure? To expect that the public will be con- I 
ne vinced by ſuch-reaſoning, muſt aggravate the ge- ; IN 
d- neral indignation; by adding, to violence againſt | | 
d; men's perſons and their property, ſo cruel a mock- = 
by ery of their underſtanding. 8 
-to moſt national debates, tho”. the reaſons. ms 


nd not beegually balanced, yet are there commenly 

ary ſome plaultdle topics, which may be pleaded even 1 
_ in favor of theyeaker ſide ; ſo compligeted are all = 
ed. human affairs, and ſo uncertain the-conſequences = 
be of every public nl But yy-rhuſt be confeſſed, 

ho that, in the preſent caſe, Hing of weight can be 

ab- thrown into the oppolits The impoſition of 

mit. ſhip-money, is app bats: the "oſt avowed and 

for moſt dangeroug.arivaſion of nationaNgrivileges, not 

10n only which-Charles was ever guilty o but which 9 
ion the moff arbitrary princes in England, &ince any M8 
ace liberfy had been aſcertained to the pedple hae | 
her ever—venturedpen. In vain, were precedents of | 
ars antient writs produced: Theſe writs, when exa- "= 
ties mined, were only found to require the ſea-ports, 1 
rits ſometimes at their own charge, ſometimes at the 1 
UP- charge of the counties, to ſend their ſhips for the Wl; 
and defence of the nation. Even the prerogative, which i 
vith empowered the crown to iſſue ſuch writs, was abo- 1 
Ice, liſhed, and its exerciſe almoſt entirely diſcontinued, * 
lia- from the time of Edward III. and all the authority, 'Þ 
ths which remained or was afterwards exerted, was to | ; 
alm preſs ſhips into the public ſervice, to be payed for 3 
that by the public. How wide were theſe precedents 4 
re- from a power of arbitrarily obliging the people, at 3 
nge their own charge, to build- new ſhips, to victual 

ap- | -and pay them, for the public; nay to furniſh mo- 

auld | ney to the crown for that purpoſe ? What ſecurity 

now e 1 4 either 
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| Chap. II. either againſt the farther extenſion of this claim, 
1637. or againſt employing to other purpoſes the public 


money, fo levied? The plea of neceſſity would 
warrant any other taxation as well as that of ſhip- 
money; and it was difficult to conceive the king- 
dom in a ſituation, where that plea could be urged 
with leſs plauſibility than at preſent. And if ſuch 
maxims and ſuch practices prevail; what has be- 


come of national liberty? What authority is left to 


the great charter, to the ſtatutes, and to that very 
petition of right, which, in the preſent reign, had 
been fo ſolemnly enacted, by the concurrence of 
the whole legiſlature ? 5 e e 

Nor wWITHSTAN DING all theſe reaſons, the preftt- 


tuted judges, four excepted, gave ſentence in fa- 


vor of the crown. Hambden, however, obtained, 
by the trial, the end, for which he had ſo gene- 
rouſly ſacrificed his ſafety and his quiet : The * 


A. were rouzed from ther lethargy, And 4 
A Call L164 - ea : 


heſe national queſtions were canvaſſed in every 
company; and the more they were examined, the 
more evidently did it appear to many, that che 
| was totally ſubverted, and an unuſual 
and arbitrary authority exerciſed over the king- 
dom. Slaviſh principles, they ſaid, concurred with 


illegal practices; eccleſiaſtical tyranny aid to 
civil uſurpation ; iniquitous tax ere ſupport- 
ed by arbitrary puniſhments ; ache e. 


of the nation, tranſmitted thro' ſd many ages, ſe- 
cured by ſo many laws, and purchaſed by the blood 
of ſo many heroes and patriots, now le proſtrate 
at the feet of the monarch. What tho' public peace 
and national induſtry encreaſed the commerce and 


opulence of the kingdom? This advantage was 
temporary, and due alone, not to any encourage- 


ment given by the crown, but to the ſpirit of the 
Engliſn, the remains of their antient freedom. 
What tho' the perſonal character of the King, a- 

mik all his miſguided councils, might merit in- 
B 5 dauulgence, 
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dulgence, or even praiſe ? He was but one man; Chap. UT 
and the privileges of the nation, the inheritance of 1637. 


millions, were too valuable to be ſacrificed to his 
prejudices and miſtakes. Such, or more ſevere, 
were the ſentiments promoted by a great party in 
the nation : And to redreſs theſe grievances, a par- 
lament was impatiently longed for; or any other 
incident, however calamitous, which might ſecure. 
the people againſt thoſe oppreſſions, which they 
felt, or the greater ills, which they apprehended, 
from the combined encroachments of church and 
ſtate. | | 


CHAP. Iv. 


Diſcontents in Scotland. — Introduction of the canons 
and liturgy. A tumult at Edinburgh.—T he cove- 
nant.—A general aſſembly.— Epiſcopacy aboliſhed. 
ar. —A pacification. — Renewal of the war.— 
Fourth Engliſh parliament. — Diſſolution. — Diſcon- 
tents in England —Rout at Newburn.—Treaty at 
Rippon.—Great council of the peers. 


IHE grievances, under which the Engliſh la- 


4 2A tr r Cn 
bored, when conſidered in therhſe ves, Carce/y 


deſerve the name; nor were. they either burthen- 


4147 28 42-7 . 
ſome on the people's r 55, or any way ſhnock- 


ing to the natural humanity of mankind. Even 

the kassen of PROP , independent of the 
i 4 Er 

conſequences, was rather-an Advantage to the pub- 


lic; by the judicious uſe, which the King made of 


the money, levied by that expedient. And tho' it 
was juſtly apprehended, that ſuch precedents, if 
patiently ſubmitted to, would end in a total diſuſe 
of parliaments, and in the eſtabliſhment of arbi- 
trary authority; Charles dreaded no oppoſition 
from the people, who are not commonly much af- 
fected with conſequences, and require ſome ſtrik- 
ing motive, to engage them ints reſiſtance of eſta- 
bliſhed government. All eccleſiaſtical affairs were 


| ſettled. 


340 HIS TORY. OF! GREAT BRI TAIN. 
Chap. IV. ſettled by law and -uninterrupted precedent ; and. 


1637. 


ELL 


the church was become a conſiderable barrier to 
the power, both legal and illegal, of the „roy 

Peace too, induſtry, commerce, opulence, , long 
h juſtice and lenity of adminiſtration: All theſe 
were F enjoyed by the people; and every other 
bleſſing of government, except liberty, or rather 
the preſent exerciſe of liberty and its proper ſecu- 
rity. It ſeemed probable, therefore, that affairs 
might long have continued on the ſame foot- 
ing in England; had it not been for the neighbor- 
hood of and; a country more rurbulent, and 
leſs diſpoſed to ſubmiſſion and obedience. t was 
from thence the commotions firſt aroſe ; and tis 


1 
therefore time for, us 202855 thither, and to give 
an accom: of the N that e untrJ. A, S 


Tno' the pacific, and not unſkilful, government 
of James, and the great authority, which he had 
acquired, had much allayed the feuds among the 
great families, and had eſtabliſhed law and order 
thro'out the whole kingdom; the nobility were ſtill 


poſſeſſed of the chief power and influence over the 
people. Their property was very extenſive ; their 
hereditary juriſdictions and the feudal tenures in, 
creaſed their authority ; and the attachment of the 
gentry to the heads of families eſtabliſned a kind 
of voluntary ſervitude under the chieftains. Beſide 


that long abſence had- much looſened the King's 


connexion with the nobility, who reſided chiefly in 
the country; they were, in general, at this time, 


tho? from flight cauſes, very much diſguſted with 


the court. Charles, from the natural piety or ſu- 


perſtition of his temper, was extremely attached to 


the. eccleſiaſtics: And as it is natural for men to 
perſuade themſelves, that their intereſt lies in con- 
formity to their inclination; he had eſtabliſhed it. as 
a fixed maxim of policy, to increaſe the power and 


authority of that order. The prelates, he thought, 
eſtabliſhed regularity and aiſcipling among the 


CHARLES 1 7 pv 


clergy; the clergy inculcated obedience and loyalty Chap, IV; 
among the people: And as that rank of men had 637. 


no ſeparate authority, and no dependance but on 
the crown; the royal power, it would ſeem, might, 
with the greateſt ſafety, be entruſted in their hands, 
Many of the prelates, therefore, he raiſed to the 


chief dignities of the ſtate : Spotiſwood, Archbi- 


ſhop of St. Andrews, was created chancellor : Nine 


of the biſhops were privy counſellors : The biſhop ' 


of Roſs aſpired to the office of treaſurer: Some of 
the prelates poſſeſſed places in the exchequer : And 
it was even endeavored to revive the firſt inſtitu- 


tion of the college of juſtice, and to ſhare equally 


betwixt the clergy and laity the whole judicative 
authority. Thele advantages, which were poſſeſſed 


by the church, and which the biſhops did not al: 


ways enjoy with ſuitable modeſty, diſguſted the 
haughty nobility, who, eſteeming themſelves ſo 
much ſuperior jn rank and quality to this new or- 
der of men, were diſpleaſed to find themſelves in- 
ferior in power and influence. Intereſt joined it- 
ſelf to ambition ; and begot a jealouſy, leſt the 
epiſcopal ſeęs, which, at the reformation, had been 
pillaged by the nobles, ſhould again be enriched 
at their expence. By a moſt uſeful and beneficefit 
law, the impropriations had already been raviſhed 
from the great men : Power had been given to 
aſſign, to the impoveriſhed clergy, competent liv- 
ings from the tythes of each pariſh : And what re- 


mained, the proprietor of the land was impowered 


to purchaſe at a low valuation. The King too, 
warranted by antient law and practice, had declar- 


ed for a general reſumption of all crown-lands, 


alienated by his predeceſſors ; and tho' he took no 


ſtep towards the execution of this project, the very 


pretenſion to ſuch power had excited jealouſy and 
diſcontent. . 


Nor wWITRHSTAN DINO the tender affection, which 
he's bore to the whole church, he had beep 
able 
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Chap. IV. able in Scotland, to acquire only the affection of the 


ſuperior rank among the clergy. The miniſters, 
in general, equalled, if not exceeded the nobility, 
in their prejudices againſt the court, againſt the 
prelates, and againſt epiſcopal authority. Tho” 
the eſtabliſhment of the hierarchy might ſeem ad- 
vantageous to the inferior clergy, both as it erect- 
ed dignities, to which all of them might aſpire, 
and as it beſtowed a luſtre on the whole body, and 
allured men of family into it ; theſe views had no 
influence on the Scotch eccleſiaſtics. In the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of men's minds, there was another 
circumſtance, which drew confideration, and coun- 
ter-balanced power and riches, the uſual foun- 
dations of diſtinction among men; and that was, 
the fervor of piety, and the rhetoric, however bar- 
barous, of religious lectures and diſcourſes. Checked 


dy the prelates in the licence of preaching, the clergy 


regarded epiſcopal juriſdiction both as a tyranny and 
ufurpation, and maintained a parity among paſtors, 
to be a divine privilege, which no human law could 
alter or infringe. While ſuch ideas prevailed, the 
moſt moderate exerciſe of authority would have 
given diſguſt; much more, that unbounded power, 
which the King's indulgence encouraged the pre- 
Jates to aſſume. The juriſdiction of preſbyteries, 
ſynods, and other democratical courts was, in a 
manner, aboliſhed by the biſhops; and the ge- 
neral aſſembly itſelf had not been ſummened for 
ſeveral years. A new oath was arbitrarily exacted 
of intrants, in which they ſwore to obferve the 
articles of Perth, and ſubmit to the liturgy and 
canons. And in a word, the whole ſyſtem of 
church government, during a courſe of thirty 
years, had been changed, by means of the inno- 
vations introduced by James and Charles. 
Tx people, under the influence of the nobility 
and clergy, could not fail to partake of the diſcon- 
tents, which prevailed among theſe two orders'; 
F | and 
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and where real grounds of complaint were want- Chap. IV. 


ing, they greedily laid hold of imaginary. The 
ſame horror againſt popery, with which the En- 
gliſh puritans were poſſeſſed, was obſervable among 
the populace in Scotland; and among theſe, as 
being more uncultivated and uncivilized, ſeemed 
rather to be inflamed into a higher degree of fe- 
rocity. The genius of religion, which prevailed 
with the court and prelacy, was of an oppoſite na- 
ture: and having ſome affinity with the Romiſh ſu- 
perſtition, led them to mollify, as much as 

ble, theſe ſevere prejudices, and to ſpeak of the ca- 
tholics in more charitable language, and with more 
reconciling expreſſions. From this foundation, a 
panic fear of popery was eaſily raiſed; and every 


new ceremony or ornament, introduced into divine 


ſervice, was part of that great myſtery of iniquity, 
which, from the encouragement of the King and 
the biſhops, was to overſpread the nation. The few 
innovations, which James had made, were con- 
ſidered as preparatives to this grand deſign; and 
the farther alterations, attempted by Charles, were 
2preſented as a plain declaration of his intentions. 
And thro' the whole courſe of this reign, nothing 
had a more fatal influence, in both kingdoms, than 
this groundleſs apprehenſion, which, with ſo much 
induſtry, was propagated, and with ſo much credu- 
lity, was embraced, by all ranks of men. | 
Am1DsT theſe dangerous complaints and terrors 
of, religious H46ok&6k, the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
Priuileges of the nation were imagined, and with 
ſome reaſon, not to be altogether free from in- 
vaſion. RD | 
Tux eſtabliſhment of the high-commiſſon, by 
James, without any authority of law, wa-arevi- 
dent.and a very conſiderable encroachment of the 
crown; and erected, the Tok dapgerous and arbi- 


trary of all courts, equally dangerous 


and arbitrary. All the ſteps towards the ſettle- 
| | - ment 
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HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
Chap. IV. ment of epiſcopacy had indeed been taken with 


conſent of parliament : The articles of Perth were 
confirmed in 1621: In 1633; the King had ob- 
tained a general ratification of every eccleſiaſtical 
eſtabliſhment : But all theſe laws had leſs authority 
with the nation, that they were known to have 
paſſed contrary. to the ſentiments even of thoſe who 
voted for them, and were in reality extorted by 
the authority. and importunity. of the ſovereign. 
The means, however, which both James and 
Charles had employed, in order to influence the 
parliament, were intirely regular; and no reaſon- 
able pretext had been afforded for ine 
theſe laws as null or invalid. 

Bur there prevailed among the arcateſt part of 
the nation another principle, of the moſt impor- 
tant and moſt dangerous conſequence, and which; 
if admitted, deſtroyed intirely the validity of all 
ſuch ſtatutes. The eccleſiaſtical authority was ſup- 
poſed to be totally independent of the civil; and 
no act of parliament, nothing but the conſent of the 
church itſelf, was repreſented as ſufficient ground 
for the introduction of any change in religious 
worſhip or diſcipline. And tho' James had obtain- 
ed the vote of aſſemblies for receiving epiſcopacy 
and his new rites ; it muſt: be confeſſed, that ſuch 
wregularities had prevailed i in conſtituting theſe ec- 
cleſiaſtical courts, and ſuch violences in conduct- 
ing them, that there were ſome grounds for deny- 
ing the authority of all their acts. Charles, ſenſi- 
ble, that an extorted conſent, attended with ſuch 
mvidious circumſtances, would rather be prejudi- 
cial to his meaſures, had intirely laid aſide the uſe 
of aſſemblies, and was reſolved, in conjunction 
with the biſhops, to govern the church by an au- 
thority, which, in all things, he was apt to extend 
beyond its proper bounds, and which, in eccleſt- 
aſtical affairs, he believed abſolutely uncontrolable. 
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Tur King's great aim was to compleat the work, Chap. AV. 
fo happily begun by his father; to eftabliſh diſ- 1637 
cipline upon a regular ſyſtem of canons, to intro- 
duce a liturgy into public worſhip, and to render 


the eccleſiaſtical government of all his kingdoms 
intirely regular and uniform. Some views of po- 
licy might move him to this undertaking: But his 
chief motives were derived from principles of piety 


and conſcience. _ | | 
Tux canons for eſtabliſhing eccleſiaſtical juriſ- Introduc- 
diction were promulgated in 1635; and by the na- tion of the 
tion were received, tho' without much appearing canons 

oppoſition, yet with great inward diſcontent and and litur- 


apprehenſion. Men felt diſpleaſure, at ſeeing the ©” 
royal authority ſo highly exalted by them, and re- 
preſented as abſolute and uncontrolable. They 
ſaw theſe ſpeculative principles of deſpotiſm reduc- 
ed to practice, and a whole body of eccleſiaſtical 
laws eſtabliſhed, without any previous conſent ei- 
ther of church or ſtate: They dreaded, that by 


a parity: of reaſon, like arbitrary authority, from 


like pretexts and principles, would be aſſumed in 
civil matters: They remarked, that the delicate 
boundaries, which ſeparate church and ſtate, were 
already paſſed, and many civil ordinances eftabliſh- 
ed by the canons, under pretext of eccleſiaſtical 


inſtitutions: And they were apt to deride the ne- 


gligence, with which theſe important edicts had 
been compiled; when they found, that the new li- 
turgy or ſervice- book was every where, under ſe- 
vere penalties, enjoined by them, tho' it had not 
yet been compoſed or publiſned. It was, however, 
ſoon expected; and in the reception of it, as the 
people are always moſt affected by what is external 
and expoſed to the ſenſes, it was apprehended, that 
the chief difficulty would conſiſt. | 
- Tux hturgy, which the King, from his own ar- 
bitrary authority, impoſed on Scotland, was copied 
from that of England: But leaſt a ſervile imita- 
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Chap. IV. tion might ſhock the pride of his antient kingdom, 
1637. a very few alterations, in order to ſave appear- 
ances, were made upon it; and in that ſhape it was 
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tranſmitted to the biſhops at Edinburgh. But the 


Scotch had univerſally entertained a notion, that, 


tho' riches and worldly glory had been ſhared out 


to them with a ſparing hand, they could boaſt of 


ſpiritual treaſures more- abundant and more ge- 
nuine, thin were enjoyed by any nation under 


heaven. Even their ſouthern neighbors, they 


thought, tho' ſeparated from Rome, ſtill retained 
a great tincture of the primitive pollution; and their 
liturgy was repreſented as a ſpecies of maſs, tho' with 


. ſome leſs ſhow and embroidery. Great prejudices, 


therefore, were entertained againſt it, even conſi- 
dered in itſelf; much more, when regarded as a 


preparative, which was ſoon to introduce into Scot- 


land all the abominations of popery. And as the 
very few alterations, which diſtinguiſhed the new 
liturgy from the Engliſh, ſeemed to approach near- 
er the doctrine of the real preſence ; this circum- 
ſtance was eſteemed an undoubted confirmation of 
every ſuſpicion, with which the people were poſſeſſed. 

By proclamation, Eaſter-day was appointed for 
the firſt reading of the ſervice in Edinburgh: But 
in order to judge more ſurely of men's diſpoſitions, 
the council delayed the matter, till the 23d of 
July; and they even gave warning, the Sunday 


before, of their intention to commence the uſe of 
the new liturgy. As no conſiderable ſymptoms 


of diſcontent appeared, they thought, that they 
might ſafely proceed in their purpoſe ; and accord- 
ingly, in the cathedral church of St. Giles, the 
dean of Edinburgh, arrayed in his ſurplice, began 
the ſervice ; the biſhop himſelf and many of the 


A tumult Privy council being preſent. But no ſooner had 
at Edin- the dean opened the book, than a multitude of the 
burgh. meaneſt ſort, moſt of them women, clapping their 


hands, curſing, and crying. out, A pope! a pope! 
antichriſt ! ſtone bim! raiſed ſuch a tumult, that it 
. : Was 
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was eee eee, the b — 
biſhop, mounting the pulpit, in order to appeaſe 1637. * 
the populace, had a ſtool throyn at him : the 


council were inſulted: And it was with difficulty, 


that the magiſtrates, partly by authority, partly 
by force, were able to expel the rabble, and to 
ſhut the doors againſt them. The tumult, howeyer, 
ſtill continued without : Stones were thrown at the 
doors and windows : And when the ſervice was end- 
ed, the biſhop, going home, was attacked, and nar- | 
rowly eſcaped from the hands of the enraged mul- 1 
titude. In the afternoon, the Lord privy ſeal, be- + 
cauſe he carried the biſhop in his coach, was ſo 
pelted with, ſtones, and hooted at with execrations, 
and preſſed upon hy the eager populace, that, if his 
ſervants, with ſwords drawn, had not kept them off, 
the biſhop had run the utmoſt hazard of his life. 
Tno' it was violently ſuſpected, that the low 
rabble, who alone: appeared, had been inſtigated 
by ſome of higher condition, yet no proofs of i 
could ever be produced; and every one ſpoke wit 
diſapprobation of the licentiouſneſs of the giddy | 
multitude. It was not thought ſafe, bo 40 f 
hazard a new. inſult by any new attempt to read .. 
the liturgy ; and the populace - ſeemed, for #4 is 
time, to be appeaſed and ſatisfied. But it being | 
known, that the King ſtil] perſevered in his 1 —— 
tions of impoſing that mode of worſhip, men for- 
tified themſelves ſtill farther in their prejudices A5 
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gainſt it; and great multitudes reſorted to Edin- | 
burgh, in order to oppoſe the introduction of ſo N 
hated a novelty. It was not long before they bro 13th of \ Þ 
out into the moſt violent diſorder. The biſhop. of Od ober. 3 
Galloway was attacked in the ſtreets, and chaced = 
into the chamber, where the privy council were ſit- £ 


mg. The council themſelves were beſieged and ' 
vio ently attacked: the town- council met with the 9 
ſame fate: And nothing could have ſaved the lives 
of all of them, but their application to ſome po- * 
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HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Chap: Iv. pular lords, who protected them, and diſperſed 
the multitude. In this ſedition, the actors were of 


ſome better condition than in the former; tho no 
body of rank ſeemed, as yet, to countenance them. 

ALL men, however, began to unite and to encou- 
rage each other,” in oppoſition to-the religious in- 
novations, introduced into the kingdom. Petitions 


to the council were ſigned and preſented by per- 


ſons of the higheſt quality: The women took par- 
ty, and, as is uſual, with great violence: The cler- 
gy, every where loudly declaimed againſt popery 
and the liturgy, which they repreſented as the 
ſame: The pulpits rang with vehement invectives 
againſt antichriſt : And the populace, who firſt op- 
poſed the ſervice, was often compared to Balaam's 
aſs; an animal, in itſelf, ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, but 
whoſe mouth had been opened by the Lord, to the 
admiration of the whole world. In ſhort, religion 
mingling with faction, private intereſt with the ſpi- 
rit of liberty, ſymptoms appeared, on all hands, 
of the moſt dangerous inſurrection and diſorder. 

Tux primate, a man of wiſdom and modera- 
tion, who was all along averſe to the introduction 
of the liturgy, repreſented to the King the ſtate of 
the nation: The Earl of Traquaire, Lord trea- 
ſurer, went to London, in order to lay the matter 


more fully before him: Every circumſtance, whe- 


ther the condition of England or of Scotland was 
confidered, ſhould have engaged him to defiſt from 
fo hazardous an attempt: Vet was Charles inflexi- 
ble. In his whole conduct of this affair, there ap- 
ar no marks of the good ſenſe, with which he 
was undoubtedly endowed: A lively inſtance of that 
ſpecies of character, ſo frequently to be met with; 
Where there are found parts and judgment in every 
diſcourſe and opinion; in many actions, indiſere- 
tion and imprudence. Men's views of things are 
the reſult of their underſtanding alone: Their 
conduct is regulated by their . their 


temper, and their paſſions. To 
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fewer dared openly to condemn it. 


— 
R D 
Ee Rpt 
5 5 5 q 
NN X01 * 
bet T * 
8 3 
e 3 
* 0 he - 
C o 8 3 
* e 
% . 
7 oy 
we TR 
1 5% — 
— 
N 8 « 
* 


Fog why 3.4 


I — * , 
- x. IE” - 1 * 6 
4 * —— 1 M L * * ” - 


| 339 = 
Jo ſo violent a combination of a whole kingdom, Chap. IV. A 
Charles had nothing to oppoſe but a proclamation ; 1637. 2 
where he pardoned all paſt offences, and exhorted 1638. | 1 


the people to be more obedient for the future, and to 19th f 
ſubmit peaceably to the liturgy., This proclama- February. 


tion was in the inſtant encountered publicly with 
a proteſtation, preſented by the Earl of Hume 


and Lord Lindeſey: And this was the firſt time, 


that men of quality had appeared in any vio- 
lent act of oppoſition. But this proved a criſis. 
The inſurrection, which had been advancing by a 
gradual and flow progreſs, now blazed out at once. 
No diſorder, however, attended it. On the con- 
trary, a new order immediately took place. Four 


tables, as they were called, were formed in Edin- 


burgh. One conſiſted of nobility, another of gen- 


try, a third of miniſters, a fourth of burgeſles. 
The table of gentry was divided into many ſubor- 
dinate tables, according to their different counties. 
In the hands of the four tables, the whole authority 


of the kingdom was placed. Orders were iſſued by 


them, and every where obeyed, with the utmoſt 
regularity. And among the firſt acts of their go- 
vernment was the production of the CovENaNT. 


ciation of popery, formerly ſigned by James in his 
youth, and compoſed of the moſt furious and moſt 
virulent invectives, with which any human beings 
had. ever inflamed their breafts to an unrelenting 
animoſity againſt their fellow creatures. There 


followed a bond of union, by which the ſubſcribers 


obliged themſelves to reſiſt religious innovations, and 
to defend each other againſt all oppoſition whatever: 
And all this, for the greater glory of God, and the 
greater honor and advantage of their king and coun- 
try. All ranks and conditions, all ages and ſexes, 
flocked to the ſubſcription of this covenant ; Few, 
in their judgment, diſapproved of it; and ſtill 
The King's 


miniſters and counſellors themſelves were, moſt of 
them, 
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The cove- A 
Tuis famous covenant conſiſted firſt of a renun- nant. | 
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5 IV. chem, ſeized by the general contagion. And none 
38. but rebels to God, and traitors to their country, 


June. 


higher their pretenſions. 
themſelves ſeconded by the zeal of the whole nation. 


doms. 


roufly did they inſiſt on intire ſatisfaction. 


it was thought, would: withdraw themſelves from 


ſo ſalutary and ſo pious a combination. 


Tut treacherous, the cruel, the unrelenting Phi- 
lip, accompanied with all the terrors of a Spaniſh 
inquiſition, was ſcarcely, during the preceding cen- 
tury, oppoſed in the low countries with more de- 
termined fury, than was now, by the Scotch, the 
mild, the humane Charles, attended with his in- 
offenſive liturgy. 


Tur King began to apprehend the 8 


ces. He ſent the Marquis of Hamilton, as com- 

miſſioner, with authority to treat with the cove- 
nanters. He required the covenant to be renounc- 
ed and recalled: And he thought, that on his 

he had made very ſatisfactory conceſſions, when 
he offered to ſuſpend the canons and the liturgy, 
till, in a fair and legal way, they could be receiv- 


ed; and ſo to model the high commiſſion, that 


it ſhould no longer give offence to his ſubjects. 


Such general declarations could not well give con- 


tent to any, much leſs to thoſe who carried ſo much 
The covenanters found 


Above ſixty thouſand people were aſſembled in a 
tumultuous manner about Edinburgh. 

ſſeſſed no regular forces in either of his king- 
And the diſcontents in England; tho' ſe- 
cret, were believed fo violent, that the King, it 
was thought, would find it very difficult to employ 
in ſuch a cauſe the power of that nation. The 


more, therefore, the popular leaders in Scotland 


conſidered their ſituation, the leſs apprehenſions did 
they entertain of royal power, and the more rigo- 
In an- 


iwer to Hamilton's demand of renouncing the co- 
venant, they plainly told him, that they would 

| ooh renounce te baptiſm: And the miniſters 

invited 


Charles 


a 
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invited the commiſſioner himſelf to 3 it: Chap. IV. 


by informing him, With what peace and com- 
« fort it had filled the hearts of all God's people; 


34k 
1638. 


« what reſolutions and beginnings of reformation | 


« of manners were ſenſibly perceived in all parts 
« of the nation, above any meaſure they had ever 


e before found or could have expected; how great 


<« glory the Lord had received thereby; and what 


« confidence they had, that God would make Scot- * 


« land a bleſſed kingdom.” . 

Ha MILTON returned to London: Made another 
fruitleſs journey, with new conceſſions, to Edin- 
burgh : Returned again to London; and was im- 
mediately ſent back with ſtill more ſatisfactory con- 
ceſſions. The King was now willing intirely to 
aboliſh the canons, the liturgy, and the high com- 
miſſion- court: He was even reſolved to limit ex- 
tremely the power of the biſhops, and was content, 
if, on any terms, he could retain that order in the 
church of Scotland. And to enfure all theſe gra- 


17 of Sep- 


tember. 


cious offers, he gave Hamilton authority to ſum- 


mon firſt an aſſembly, then a parliament, where 
every national grievance might be redreſſed and re- 
medied. Theſe ſucceſſive conceſſions of the King, 
which yet came till ſhort of the riſing . of 
the malecontents, diſcovered his own weakneſs, en- 
couraged their inſolence, and gave no ſatisfaction. 
The offer, however, of an aſſembly and a parlia- 
ment, in which they expected to be intirely maſ- 
ters, was very willingly embraced * all the cove- 
nanters. 

Cu ARLEVs, perceiving what advantage his ene- 
mies had reaped from their covenant, reſolved to 
have a covenant on his fide ; and he ordered one 
to be drawn up for that purpoſe. It conſiſted of 
the ſame violent renunciation of popery above- 
mentioned; which, tho' the king did not approve 
it, he thought it lafeſt to adopt, in order to re- 
move all the ſuſpicions, emertaimed againſt him. 
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Chap. IV. As the covenanters, in their bond of mutual de- 
. r p 
1638. fence againſt © all oppoſition, had been careful not 


to except the King; Charles had formed a bond, 
which was annexed to this renunciation, and which 
expreſſed the ſubſcribers duty and loyalty to his 
Majeſty. But the covenanters, perceiving, that this 
new covenant was only meant to weaken and di- 
vide them, received it with the utmoſt ſcorn and 
deteſtation. And without delay, they proceeded 
to the modelling the future aſſembly, from which 
ſuch great atchievements were expected. 


A f Tk genius of that religion, which prevailed in 
aſſembly. Scotland, and which, every day, was ſecretly gain- 


ing ground in England, was far from inculcating 
deference and ſubmiſſion to the eccleſiaſtics, merely 


as ſuch: Or rather, by nouriſhing in every indi- 


vidual, the wildeſt raptures and extaſies of de- 
votion, it conſecrated, in a manner, every indivi- 
dual, and, in his own eyes, beſtowed a character 
on him, much ſuperior to what forms and cere- 


monious inſtitutions could alone confer, The clergy 


of Scotland, tho* ſuch tumult was excited about 
religious worſhip and diſcipline, were both -poor, 


and in ſmall numbers; nor are they, in general, 


to be conſidered, at leaſt in the beginning, as the 


ring: leaders of the ſedition, which was raiſed on 


their account. On the contrary, the laity, ap- 
prehending, from ſeveral inſtances, which oc- 
curred, a ſpirit of moderation in that order, re- 
ſolved to domineer intirely in the aſſembly, which 


was ſummoned, and to hurry on the eccleſiaſtics 


by the ſame furious zeal, with which they were 
themſelves tranſported. 


” 


IT had been uſual, before the eſtabliſhment of 
prelacy, for each preſbytery to fend to the aſſembly, 
beſide two or three miniſters, one lay- commiſſioner; 
and, as all the burroughs and univerſities ſent like- 
ways commiſſioners, the lay-members in that eccle- 


ſiaſtical court, very nearly equalled the eccleſiaſtics. 


Not only this inſtitution, which James, apprehenſive 
- > * of 


n A 0 Ek 8 


* 
= * 
1 


of a. had aboliſhed, was now ele 1 the Chap. Ih 


covenanters: They alſo introduced an innovation, 


which ſerved {till farther to reduce the Qergy. to ſub- 


jection. By an edict of the tables, whoſe authority 
was ſupreme, a lay-elder, froin each pariſh, was or- 
dered to attend the preſbytery, and to give his vote 


in the choice both of the commiſſioners and mini- 


ſters, who ſhould be deputed to the aſſembly. As 
it is not uſual for the miniſters, who are put in the 
liſt of candidates, to claim a vote, the whole elec- 
tions, by that means, fell into the hands of the lai- 
ty: The moſt furious of all ranks were choſen : 

And the more to overawe the clergy, a new device 
was fallen upon, of chuſing, to every commiſſioner, 
four or five lay- aſſeſſors, who, tho' they could have 


no vote, yet might interpoſe with their counſel 1 
authority in the aſſembly. 


Taz aſſembly met at Glaſgow : And, belle, an, 21ſt of 
infinite concourſe of people, all the nobility: and Novem. ' 


gentry of any family or intereſt, were preſent, ei- 
ther as members, aſſeſſors, or ſpectators; and it 
was apparent, that the reſolutions, taken by the co- 
venanters, could here meet with no manner of oppo- 
ſition. A firm determination had been entered into, 
of utterly aboliſhing epiſcopacy; and as a prepara- 


tive to it, there was laid before the preſbytery of 


Edinburgh, and ſolemnly read in all the churches 
of the kingdom, an accuſation, againſt the biſhops, 
as guilty, all of them of hereſy, ſimony, bribery, 
perjury, cheating, inceſt, adultery, fornication, com- 
mon (wearing, drunkenneſs, gaming, breach of the 
ſabbath, and every other crime, which had. occur- 
red to the accuſers. The,biſhops lent a proteſt, 


declining the authority of the aſſembly; the com- 


miſſioner too proteſted againſt that court, as illegally 
conſtituted and elected; and, in his Majeſty's name, 
diſſolved it. This meaſure was —— and little 
regarded. The court ſtill continued to ſit, and to 
finn their buſineſs. The whole acts of aſſembly, 
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HIST-ORY of GREAT BRITAIN. 


IV ſinde the acceſſion of James to the crown of En- 


gland, were, upon pretty reaſonable grounds, de- 
cred null and invalid. The acts of parliament, 
which affected eccleſiaſtical affairs, were ſuppoſed on 
that very account, to have no manner of authority. 


Epiſco- And thus epiſcopacy, the high commiſſion, the ar- 


pacy abo- 


liſhed, 


1639. 


ticles of Perth, the canons, and the liturgy, were 
aboliſhed and declared unlawful : And the whole fa- 
brie, which James and Charles, in a long courſe of 
years, had been rearing with ſuch, care and policy, 
fell at once to the ground. The covenant too was 
ordered to be ſigned by every one, under pn of 
excommunication. 

Tux independence of the eccleſiaſtical upon the 
civil power was the old preſhyterian principle, which 
had been zealouſly adopted at the reformation, and 
which, tho' James and Charles had obliged the 

church publicly to diſclaim it, had ſecretly been ad- 
hered to by all ranks of people. It was commonly 
| aſked, whether Chriſt or the King was ſuperior ; 
And as the anſwer ſeemed obvious, it was inferred, 
that the aſſembly, being Chrift's council, were ſu- 
perior, in all ſpiritual matters, to the parliament, 
who were only the King's. But as the covenanters 
were ſenſible, that this conſequence, tho! it ſeemed 
to them irrefragable, would not be aſſented to by 
the King; it became requiſite to maintain their reli- 
gious tenets by military force, and not to truſt intire- 
ly to ſupernatural aſſiſtance, of which, however, 
they held themſelves well aſſured. They caſt their 
eyes on all ſides, abroad and at home, whence· ever 
they could expect any aid or ſupport. | 

ArTER France and Holland had entered into a 
league againſt Spain, and framed a treaty of parti- 
tion, by which they were to conquer and to divide 
betwixt them the low-country-provinces, England 
was invited, to preſerve a neutrality betwixt the con- 
tending parties, while the French and Dutch ſhould 
atten the maritime towns o Flanders, . the 

King 
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King replied to d'Eftrades, the French ambaſſador, Chap. IV. 


who opened the propoſal, that, he had a ſquadron Om 


ready, and would croſs the ſeas, if neceſſary, with 
an army of 15,000 men, in order to prevent theſe 
projected conqueſts. This anſwer, which proves, 

that Charles, tho' he expreſſed his mind with an im- 


prudent candor, had, at laſt, acquired a juſt idea of 


national intereſt, irritated extremely Cardinal Riche- 


lieu; and in revenge, that politic and enterprizing 


minifter carefully fomented the firft commotions in 
Scotland, and fecretly ſupplied the covenanters with 
money and arms, in order to fortify them in their 
oppoſition againſt their ſovereign. 

Bor the chief reſource of the Scotch flea 
tents, was in themſelves, and in their own vigor 


and ability. No regular eſtabliſhed commonwealth' 


could take juſter meaſures, or execute them with 
greater promptitude, than did this tumultuous com- 
bination, inflamed with bigotry for religious trifles, 
and faction without a reaſonable object. The whole 


kingdom was, in a manner, engaged; and the men 
of greateſt ability, ſoon acquired the aſcendent, 


which their family- intereſt enabled them to main- 


| tain. The Earl of Argyle, tho' he long ſeemed to 


temporize, had, at laſt, embraced the covenant; 
and he became the chief leader of that party: A 


man equally ſupple and inflexible, cautious and de- 
termined, and entirely qualified to make a figure 


during a factious and turbulent period. The Earls 


of Rothes, Caſſils, Montroſe, Lothain, the Lords 


Lindeſey, Loudon, Yeſter, Balmerino, diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in that party. Many Scotch officers had 
acquired reputation in the German wars, particular- 


ly under Guſtavus ; and theſe were invited over to War. 


aſſiſt their country in her preſent neceſſity. The 
command was entruſted to Leſly, a ſoldier of expe- 
rience and ability. Forces were regularly inlifted 
and diſciplined, Arms were commiſſioned and im- 
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Chap. IV. dorted from foreign countries. A few caſtles, which 
1639. belonged to the King, being unprovided of victuals, 


ammunition, and garriſons, were ſoon ſeized. And 
the whole country, except a {mall part, where the 
Marqueis of ' Huntley ſtill adhered to the King, be- 


ing in the covenanters hands, was, in a very little 


time, put into a tolerable poſture of defence. 
Tur fortifications of Leith were begun and car 
ried on with great rapidity... Beſide the inferior ſort, 
and thoſe who labored for pay, incredible. numbers 
of volunteers, even noblemen and gentlemen, put 
their hand to the work, and eſteemed the moſt ab- 
ject occupation to be dignified by the ſanctity of the 
cauſe. Women too, of rank and condition, for- 
getting the delicacy of their ſex, and the decorum 


olf their character, were intermingled with the loweſt 


rabble; and carried, on their ſhoulders, the rubbiſh, 
requiſite for compleating the fortifications ®. . 


Ws muſt not omit another auxiliary of the co- 


venanters, and no inconſiderable one; a prophetels, 
who was much followed and admired by all ranks of 
people. Her name was Michelſon, a woman full 
of whimſies, partly hyſterical, partly religious z and 
inflamed with a zealous concern for the eccleſiaſtical 
diſcipline of the preſbyterians. She ſpoke: but at 
certain times, and had often interruptions of days 
and weeks: But, when {he began to renew her ec- 
ſtaſies, warning of the happy event was. conveyed 
over the whole country, thouſands crowded about 
her houſe, - and every word, which ſhe uttered, was 
received with veneration, as the moſt ſacred oracles. 
The covenant was her perpetual theme. The true, 
genuine covenant, ſhe ſaid, was ratified in heaven: 


The King's covenant was an invention of Satan: 


When ſhe ſpoke of Chriſt, ſne commonly called 
him by the name of the covenanting Jeſus. Rollo, 


a po- 
* Gythry's Memoirs. 
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great favorite; and payed her, on his part, no leſs 
veneration. Being deſired by the ſpeCtators to pray 
with her, and ſpeak to her, he anſwered ; ** That 
he durſt not, and that it would be ill manners in 


him to ſpeak, while his maſter Chriſt was ſpeak- 


$ ing in her . 


CrarLes had agreed to reduce epiſcopal autho- 


rity ſo much, that it would no longer have been of 
any ſervice to ſupport the crown ; and this ſacrifice 
of his own intereſt he was willing to make, in or- 
der to obtain public peace and tranquillity, But he 
could not conſent entirely to aboliſh an order, which 
he eſteemed as eſſential to the being of a chriſtian 
church, as his Scotch ſubjects thought it incompa- 
tible with that ſacred inſtitution, This narrownelſs 
of mind, if we would be impartial; we muſt either 


blame or excuſe equally on bath ſides; and thereby 


anticipate, by. a little reflection, chat judgment, 
which time, by introdueing new ſuperſtitions, will 
undoubtedly render quite familiar to poſterity. 

So great was Charles's averſion to violent and 
ſanguinary meaſures, and ſo ſtrong his affection to his 
native kingdom, that, it is probable, the conteſt in 
his breaſt would be nearly equal betwixt theſe laud- 
able paſſions, and his attachment to the hierarchy, 


The latter affection, however, prevailed for the 


time, and made him haſten thoſe military prepara- 

tions, which he had projected for ſubduing the refrac- 
tory ſpirits of the Scotch nation. By regular oego- 
nomy, he had-not only payed all the debts contract 
ed during the Spaniſh and French' wars ; but had 
amaſſed a ſum of 200,000 pounds, which he reſerved 
for any ſudden exigency. The Queen had great in- 
tereſt with the catholics, both from the ſympathy 


of religion, and from the ſavory and indulgences, 


which 


0 King's declaration at a Burnet's Memoirs of Ha- 
milton. 
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CtapiTV. which ſhe had been able to procure: them. She now 


1639. 


29th of 
May. 


employed her credit, and perſuaded them, that 
it was reaſonable to give large contributions, 
as à mark of their duty to the King, during 
this urgent neceſſity. A conſiderable ſupply was 
gamed by this means, to the great ſcandal of the 
puritans, who were mightily offended at ſeeing the 


King on ſuch good terms with the papiſts, and re- 


pined, that others ſhould give what they themſelves 
were diſpoſed to refuſe him. | 
CrarrLtes's fleet was formidable and well ſupplied. 
Having put 5000 land-forces on board, he entruſted 
it to the Marquis of Hamilton, who bad orders to 
fail to the frith of Forth, and to cauſe a diverſion in 
the forces of the malecontents. An army was le- 
vied of near 20,000 foot, and above 3000 horſe, 
and was put under the command of the Earl of A- 
rtmdel, a Nobleman of great family, but celebrated 
neither for military nor pohtical abilities. The Earl 
of Eſſex, a man of ſtrict honor, and extremely 
popular, eſpecially among the ſoldiery, was appoint- 
ed lientenant-general: The Earl of Holland was 
* why of the horfe. The King himſelf joined the 
my, and had ſummoned all the peers of England 
to attend him. The whole had the appearance of a 
ſplendid court, rather than of a military armament ; 
and in this fituation, carrying more ſhow than — | 
force with it, the camp arrived at Berwic. 
Tur Scotch army was as numerous as that of the 
King, but inferior in cavalry : The officers had more 
tation and experience; and the ſoldiers, tho 
undiſciplined and ill armed, were animated, as well 
1 the national averſion to England, and the dread 
becoming a province to their old enemy, as by 
an unſurmountable fervor of religion. The pul- 
pits had extremely affiſted the officers in levying re- 
cruits, and had thundered out anathemas upon all 
thoſe who went not out 10 0 aff, ft the Lord againſt the 
mighty. 


e I DA 


mighty. Yet fo prudent were the leaders of the ay Tv. 


malecontents, that they immediately ſent very ſub- 
miſſive meſſages to the King, and craved leave to 
be admüttel to a trexy. 

CH ARLES knew, that the * of the covenan- 
ters was conſiderable, their ſpirits high, their zeal 
furious; and as they were not yet daunted by any 
ill ſucceſs, no reaſonable terms could be — 
from them: With regard therefore to a treaty; 
great difficulties occurred on both ſides. Should 
he ſubmit to the pretenſions of the malecontents; 


religious prejudices; ſuch a check would be given 
to regal authority, which had, very lately, and 


with much difficulty, been thorowly eſtabliſhed in 


Scotland, that he muſt expect, for ever after, to 
retain, in that kingdom, no more than the appea- 
rance of majeſty. The great men, having proved, 
by ſo ſenſible a trial, the impotence of law and pre- 
rogative, would return to their former licentiouſ- 
neſs: The preachers would retain their innate ar- 


rogance ; and the people, unprotected by juſtice, 
would recognize no other authority, than that 
which they found to domineer over them. England 
too, it was much to be feared, would imitate ſo bad 


an example ; and having already a ſtrong propen- 


ſity towards republican and puritanical factions, 


would expect, by the ſame ſeditious practices, to 
attain the ſame indulgence. To advance ſo far, 


without bringing the rebels to a total ſubmiſſion, 


at leaſt to reaſonable conceſſions, was to promiſe 
them, in all future time, an impunity for rebellion. 
On the other hand, Charles conſidered, that 


Scotland was never before, under any of his an- 


ceſtors, ſo united, and ſo animated in its own. de- 
fence; and yet had often been able to foil or elude 
che force of England, combined heartily in one 
cauſe, and enured by long practice to the uſe of 
arms. How much greater difficulty would he find, 


$5 1 e 3 
1 . 2 n N 8 
0 RF 2 2 fs 1 . LE 1 
Es) : We . . I J 
— — 3 82 « = - 
eee r — _— — — 


beſide that the prelacy muſt be ſacrificed to their | 


— 


» * e 3 "v3" 5 
a 8 e 
8 bs J r 9 1 1 e Ws 
Py 2 PLE 2 «+ 9 he » wo $ 1 WR D 7 1 
JT " . T7 © CONES 
5 25 AN 2 * 1 2+ E 
1 IN VE - 


50 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
g. N. at preſent, to ſubdue, by violence, a people, en- 
„ 4 flamed religious prejudices ; while he could on- 
1 Hy oppoſe to them a nation, enervated by long 
. peace, and lukewarm in his ſervice; or what was 
. more to be feared, many of them engaged i in the 
Wo ſame party with the enemy. Should the war be 
5 ww protracted beyond a ſummer ; and who could 
expect to finiſh it in that period? his treaſure would 
fail him, and, for ſupply, he muſt have recourſe 
; to an Engliſh parliament, who, by fatal experience, 
+ he had ever found more ready to encroach on the 
prerogatives, than *&; Sa the neceſſities, of the 
crown. And what if he receive a defeat, from the 
rebel army? This misfortune was far fro I poſ⸗- 
ſible. They were engaged in a national cauſe, 
and ſtrongly actuated by miſtaken principles. His 
army was retained jntirely by pay, and looked on 
the quarrel with the ſame indifference, which na- 
. 1 turally belongs to mercenary troops, without poſ- 
13 ſeſſing the difeipline, by which ſuch troops are 
. | commonly diſtinguiſhed. And the conſequence of 
. a b tth, while Scotland was enraged and En- 
118 gland diſcontented, s ſo qreadful, that no mo- 
VR tive ſhould perſuade him to Sass 8 
Tr is evident, that Charles, hie- Precipitation 
had e ſuch a ſitu- 
ation, that, which- ever fide he embraced, his er- 
rors muſt be dangerous: No wonder, therefore, 
he was in great perplexity. But he did infinitely 
worle, than embrace the worſt þ For, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, he embraced no py at all. He 
concluded a ſudden pacificatich,*” Hexe it was ſti- 
pulated, That he ſhould. withdraw his fleet and ar- 
my; that, within eight and forty hours, the Scotch 
LL ſhould diſmiſs their torces; that the King's forts 
1 ſhould be reſtored to him; his authority acknow- | 
8 leged ; and a general aſſembly and a parliament 
be immediately ſummoned, in order to com} 
all differences. What were the reaſons, which en- 
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CHARLES. 15 


WH the King to admit ſuch ſtrange be of pa, 
peace, it is in vain to enquire: For thẽt̃ẽ c 


not The cauſes of that event may admit of 4 a 


more eaſy explication. - 


Tux malecontents had been very induſtricus; f in 


ep to the Engliſn, the grievances, under 


which Scotland labored, and the ill councils, which 
had been ſuggeſted to their ſovereign. Their 4 
berties, they ſaid, were invaded: The prer 


tives of the crown extended beyond all former — 
cedents: Illegal courts erected: The hierarchy 


exalted at the expence of national privileges: 


And ſo many new ſuperſtitions introduced by the 
haughty tyrannical prelates, as begot a juſt ſuſpi- 


cion, that a project was ſeriouſly formed for the re- 
ſtoration of popery. The King's conduct, ſurely, 
in Scotland, had been, in every thing, except in 
eſtabliſhing the eccleſiaſtical canons, much more 


legal and juſtifiable, - than in England; yet was 


there ſuch a general reſemblance in the complaints 
of both kingdoms, that the Engliſh readily aſſent- 
ed to all the repreſentations of the Scotch malecon- 


tents, and believed that nation to have been driven, 


by oppreſſion, into the violent councils, which they 


had embraced. So far therefore, from being will- 


ing to ſecond the King in ſubduing the free ſpirits 
of the Scotch; they rather pitied that unhappy 
people, who had been reduced to thoſe extremi- 
ties: And they thought, that the example of ſuch 
neighbors, as well as their aſſiſtance, might, ſome 
time, beadvantageous to England, and encourage 
her to recover, by a vigorous effort, her violated 


laws and hberties. The gentry and nobility, who, 


without attachment to the court, without command 
in the army, attended in great numbers the Engliſh 
camp, greedily ſeized, and propagated, and gave 
authority to theſe ſentiments : A retreat, very little 
honorable, which the Earl of Holland, with a con- 
e detachment of the Eneliſh forces, had 

made 
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Gp Vi. made before a detachment of the Seotch, cauſed all 
39+ theſe humors to blaze up at once: And the King. 
1 whoſe character was not ſufficiently vigorous. nor 
; deciſive, and who was apt, from facility, to; em- 
- brace haſty councils, ſuddenly aſſented to a mea- 
9 ſure, which was recommended by all about him, 
_ and which favored his natural Oy — 8 
"28 and moderation towards the muſguided-Wwhjt of 


1 ö his native kingdom. 
11. CHARLES, having ſo far e n pacific 
388 meaſures, ought, with a ſteady reſolution, to have 
_ proſecuted them, and have ſubmitted to every to- 
Wi. lerable condition, demanded by the aſſembly and 
=o parliament ; nor ſhould he have recommenced hoſ- 
1 tilities, but on account of ſuch enormous and unex- 
1 pected pretenſions, as would have juſtified his 
"ij Sh 7 f poſlible, to the whole Engliſh nation. 
= far, „. he adopted this plan, that he agreed, not 
I.” only to confirm his former conceſſions, of reſcind- 
il ing the canogs, the liturgy, the high commiſſion, 
Wl 1 and the articles of Perth; but alſo to aboliſh the 


order it{elf of biſhops, for which he had ſo zealouſly 

contended. But this conęeſſion was gained by the 

| utmoſt violence, which he could impoſe on his dif- 

| poſition and prejudices: He even ſeeretly retained 


ke © an intention of ſeizing favorable opportunities, in 
. order to recover the ground, which he had loſt: And 
i} 5 one ſtep farther he could not prevail with himſelf 
Tis Aug, 17. to advance. The aſſembly, when it met, payed 
85 not due deference to the King's — but 
BY gave full indulgence to their own. They voted epiſ- 


copacy to be unlawful in the church of Scotland: 
| He was willing to allow it contrary to the conſtitu- 
„ tions of that church. They ſtigmatized the liturgy 


Li and canons, as popiſh : He agreed ſimply to aboliſh _ 
| is | them. They denominated the high commiſſion, 
1 tyranny: He was content to ſet it aſide. The par- 
$13 liament, who fat after the aſſembly, ci it pre- 


. 8 Wa which toggle to diminiſh the c . 


NL 1 
of the monarch; and what probably affected Chap. IV. 
Charles much more, they were proceeding to ratify 639. 
the acts of aſſembly, when, by the King's inſtruc- 
tions, Traquaire, the commiſſioner, prorogued 
them. And on account of theſe claims, which War re- 
might eaſily have been foreſeen, was the war re- need. 
newed; with great advantages on the fide of the co- 
venanters, and diſadvantages on that of the king. 

No ſooner had Charles concluded the pacification 
without conditions, than the neceſſity of his affairs, 
and his want of money, obliged him to diſband his 
army; and, as they had been held together by 
none but mercenary views, it was not poſſible, 
without great trouble, and expence, and loſs of 
time, again to aſſemble them. The more prudent 
covenanters had concluded, that their pretenſions 
being ſo contrary to the intereſt, and ſtill more to 
the inclinations, of the King, it was likely, that 
they would again be obliged to ſupport their cauſe 
by arms; and they were therefore careful, in diſ- 
miſſing their troops, to preſerve nothing but the 
appearance of a pacific diſpoſition. The officers _ 1 
had orders to be ready on the firſt ſummons : The | | 

| 


ſoldiers were warned not to eſteem the nation ſe- 
cure from an Engliſh invaſion: And the religious 
zeal, which animated all ranks of men, made them 38 
immediately fly to their ſtandards, as ſoon as the 1 
trumpet was ſounded by their ſpiritual and tempo- di 
ral leaders. The credit, which, in their laſt ex- 
pedition, they had acquired, by obliging their ſo- a bl 
vereign to depart from all his pretenſions, gave _ 
courage to every one, in undertaking this new en- } 
terprize. 


Taz king with great diffculch⸗ eee , to 1640. Nw 

draw together an army: But ſoon fe ,, that, all — 

ſavings being gone, and great debts contracted, 

his revenues would be — to ſupport them. 

An Engliſh parliament, therefore, formerly ſo un- Aprit. 

kind and intractable, muſt now, after above eleven 13th. 
Vor. I. | K years 
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Chap. IV. years intermiſſion, after 


1640. 
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many irregular me- 
thods of taxation, after multiplied diſguſts given to 
the puritanical party, be ſummoned to aſſemble, 
amidſt the moſt preſſing neceſſities of the crown. * 


X 4.145, fc, THE Earl of Traquaire, had intercepted a let- 


4 . * Y 7 
3 Are al Ec 8 


ter, wrote to the King of France by the Scotch 
malecontents; and had conveyed this letter to the 
King. Charles partly repenting of the large con- 
ceſſions which he had made to the Scotch, partly 
diſguſted at their freſh inſolences and pretenſions, 
ſeized this opportunity of breaking with them. He 
had thrown into the tower, the Lord Loudon, com- 
miſſioner from the covenanters; one of the perſons 


vyho had ſigned the treaſonable letter: And he now 


laid the matter before the parliament, whom he 


hoped to inflame by the reſentment, and alarm by 
the danger, of this application to a foreign power. 
By the mouth of the Lord keeper, Finch, he o- 
pened up his wants, and informed them, that 
he had been able to aſſemble his army, and to ſub- 


ſiſt them, not by any revenue which he poſſeſſed, 


but by means of a large debt of above 300, ooo 
pounds, which he had contracted, and for which 


he had given ſecurity upon the crown-lands. He 


repreſented, That it was neceſſary to grant ſup- 
plies for the immediate and urgent demands of his 


military armaments ; that the ſeaſon was far ad- 


vanced, the time precious, and none of it muſt be 
loſt in deliberation ; that tho' his coffers were emp- 
ty, they had not been exhauſted by unneceſſary 
pomp, or ſumptuous buildings, or any other 
kind of magnificence ; that whatever ſupplies 
had been levyed from his ſubjects, had been em- 
ployed for their advantage and preſervation, and 
like vapors ariſing out of the earth, and gathered 
into a cloud, had fallen in ſweet and refreſhing 
ſhowers on the ſame fields from which they had, at 
firſt, been exhaled; that tho' he deſired ſuch im- 


mediate aſſiſtance as might prevent, for the time, 


a total diſorder in the government, he was far from 
| 8 any 
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any intention of precluding them of their right to Chap. IVs 
inquire into the ſtate-of the kingdom, and to offer 64. 


him petitions for the redreſs of their grievances; 
that as much as was poſſible of this ſeaſon ſhould 
be afterwards allowed them for that purpoſe; that 


as he expected only ſuch ſupply at preſent as the 


current ſervice neceſſarily required, it would be re- 
quiſite to aſſemble them again next winter, when 
they would have full leiſure to conclude whatever 
buſineſs had, this ſeaſon, been left imperfe& and 


unfiniſhed ; that the parliament of Ireland had 
twice put ſuch truſt in his good intentions as to 


grant him, in the beginning of the ſeſſion, a very 
large ſupply, and had ever experienced good ef- 
fects of the confidence repoſed-in him; and that, 
in every circumſtance, his people ſhould find his 
conduct ſuitable to a - juſt, pious, and gracious 
king, and ſuch as was calculated to promote an 
intire harmony betwixt prince and parliament. 


Farr CC 
How EER plauſible theſe topics, they made lies 
impreſſion on the houſe of commons. By fexeral , 


illegal, and fbi Ar! ſülpicious arrdumprudent mea- 
ſures of the crowh, and by the courageous oppo- 
ſition, which particular perſons, amidſt dangers 
and hardſhips, had made to them; the minds of 
men, thro'out the nation, had taken ſuch a turn as 
to aſcribe every honor to the refractory oppoſers of 
the King and the miniſters. Theſe were the only 
patriots, the only lovers of their country, the only 
heroes, and perhaps too, the only true chriſtians. 
A reaſonable compliance with the court, was ſla- 
viſh dependence : a regard to the King, ſervile flat- 
tery ; a confidence in his promiſes, ſhameful pro- 
This general caſt of thought, which has, 
more or leſs, prevailed in England, during a cen- 
tury and a half, and which has been the cauſe of 
much good and much ill in public affairs, never 
predominated more than during the reign of Charles. 
The preſent houſe of commons, being compoſed 

1 2 intirely 
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Chap. IV. intirely of country-gentlemen, who came into par- 


liament with all their native prejudices about them, 
could not fail to contain a majority of theſe ſtub- 
born patriots. 

 Arrarrs too, by means of the Scots inſurrecti- 
on, and the general diſcontents in England, were 
drawing ſo near a criſis, that the leaders of the 


houſe, ſagacious and penetrating, began to foreſee 
the conſequences, and to hope, that the time, ſo 


long wiſhed for, was now come, when royal au- 
thority muſt fall into a total ſubordination to po- 
pular aſſemblies, and when public liberty muſt ac- 
quire a full aſcendent. By reducing the crown to 
neceſſities, they had hitherto found, that the King 
had been puſhed into violent councils, which had 
ſerved extremely the - purpoſes of his adverſaries : 
And by multiplying theſe neceſſities, it was fore- 
feen, that his prerogative, undermined on all ſides, 
muſt, - at laſt, ſuccumb, and be no longer dange- 
Tous to the privileges of the people. Whatever, 
therefore, tended to compoſe the differences be- 
twixt King and parliament, and to preſerve the go- 
vernment uniformly in its preſent channel, was 
zealouſly oppoſed by theſe popular leaders; and 
their paſt conduct and ſufferings gave them credit 


ſufficient to effect all their purpoſes. 


Tis the ſituation which decides intirely of the 
fortunes and characters of men. The King, it muſt 
be owned, tho' laudable in many. reſpecis, was 
not endowed with that maſterly genius, which 
might enable him to perceive, in their infancy, the 
changes that aroſe in national manners, and know- 
how to accommodate his conduct to them. He 
had not perceived, that his beſt policy was not, by 
oppoſition, much leſs by invaſions and encroach- 
ments, to enrage the republican ſpirit of the people ; 
but that he ought; by gently departing from ſome 
branches of his hereditary authority, ro endeavor, 


as far as pos ble, to preſerve the reſt from the in- 


roads 
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gion. 
field opened, preſſed them again for ſupply; and 


eln Kn ns 1 


prerogative, he found, that he could not preſerve 
the old claims of the crown without aſſuming new 


ones: A principle ſimilar to that which many of 


his ſubjects ſeem to have formed with regard to the 


| liberties of the people. 


| Tat houſe of commons, therefore, moved by 
theſe and many other obvious reaſons, inſtead of 
taking notice of the King's complaints againſt his 
Scotch ſubjects, or his application for ſupply, en- 
tered immediately upon grievances : and a ſpeech, 
which Pym made them on that ſubject, was much 
more hearkened to, than that which the Lord 
keeper had delivered them in the name of their 
ſovereign. The ſubject matter of it has been ſuf- 
ficiently explained above; where we gave an ac- 
count of all the grievances, real in the ſtate, and 
imaginary in the church, of which the nation, at 
that time, ſo loudly complained. The houſe be- 
gan with declaring, a breach of privilege, the be- 
havior of the ſpeaker the laſt day of the former 
parliament; when he refuſed, on account of the 
King's command, to put the queſtion. They pro- 
ceeded next to examine into the impriſonment and 
proſecution of Sir John Elliot, Hollis, and Valen- 
tine: The affair of ſhip- money was canvaſled : 
And plentiful ſubject of enquiry was ſuggeſted on 
all hands. Grievances were regularly claſſed under 
three heads; thoſe with regard to the privileges of 
parliament, the property of the ſubject, and reli- 
The King, ſeeing a large and inexhauſtible 


finding his meſſage ineffectual, he came to the 
houſe of peers, and deſired their good offices with 
the commons. The peers were very ſenſible of 


the King's urgent neceſſities; and thought, that 


ſupplies, on this occaſion, ought, both in reaſon 
and in decency, to go before grievances. They 
ventured to repreſent their ſenſe of the matter to 
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roads of his jealous ſubjects. Still tenacious of his Chap. IV. 


L649. 


1 43 
; 
7 
7 = 
bh. 
-- "es 
Fo 1 l * 
- C = w# a © 1 
— 4 * 
1 2 : 8 p * 
"1 — *% « 
» 7-01 
P ˙ ET T9, 
AUT 


* 
1 4 
* 2 


2 0 


= MO 


-. Sn, p 
— 


x 
1 
8 
wal 
% 
2 
WE 
* of 
7 
7 
1 
* 


338 


* 


9 


1 


HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Chap. VI, the commons; but their interceſſion. did harm. 


1640. 


The commons had always claimed, as their pecu- 
har province, the furniſhing money ; and, tho' the 
peers had gone no farther than offering advice, 
they immediately thought proper to vote ſo unu- 


ſual and unprecedented an interpoſal to be a breach 


of privilege. Charles, in order to bring the matter 
of ſupply to ſome iſſue, ſollicited the houſe with 
new meſſages: And finding that the buſineſs of 
ſhip-money gave great alarm and diſguſt; beſide 
informing them that he never intended to make a 
conftant revenue of it, that all the money levied 
had been regularly, along with other great ſums, 


* 


expended on equipping the navy ; he now went ſo 


far as to offer the aboliſhing entirely that impoſition, 
by any law which the commons ſhould think proper 
to preſent to him. In return, he aſked only for his 
urgent neceſſities, a ſupply of twelve ſubſidies, 


about 600,000 pounds, and that payable in three 


years; but, at the ſame time, he let them know, 
that, conſidering the ſituation of his affairs, a delay 
were equivalent to a denial. The King, tho' the 


majority was againſt him, never had more friends 


in any houſe of commons; and the debate was 
carried on for two days, with great zeal and warmth 
on both ſides. 

IT was urged by the partizans of the court, That 
the happieſt occaſion, which the fondeſt wiſhes 
could ſuggeſt, was now preſented, of compoſing 
all diſguſt and jealouſies betwixt King and people, 
and of reconciling their ſovereign, for ever, to the 
uſe of parliaments. That if they, on their part, 
laid aſide all enormous claims and pretenſions, and 
provided, in a reaſonable manner, for the public 
neceſſities; they needed entertain no ſuſpicion of 
any inſatiable ambition or illegal uſurpation in the 
crown. That tho' due regard had not always been 


paid, during this reign, to the ſacred rights of the 


people, 


EI $/R EAS I. 


aople, yet no invaſion of them had been alto- Chap. VI, 
gether deliberate and voluntary; much leſs, the 640. 


reſult of wanton tyranny and injuſtice ;. and till 
leſs, of a formed deſign to ſubvert the conſtituti- 
on. That to repoſe a reaſonable confidence in the 


| King, and generouſly ſupply his preſent wants, 


which proceeded neither from prodigality nor miſ- 
conduct, would be the true way to gain on his ge- 
nerous nature, and to extort, by a gentle violence, 
ſuch conceſſions as were requiſite for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of public liberty. That he had promiſed, 

not only on the word of a prince, but alſo on that 


of a gentleman (the expreſſion which he had been 


pleaſed to uſe), that, after the ſupply was granted, 
the parliament ſhould ſtil] have liberty to continue 
their deliberation: Could it be ſuſpected that any 
man, any prince, much leſs ſuch a one, whoſe word 
was, as yet, ſacred and inviolate, would, for ſo 
ſmall a motive, forfeit his honor, and, with it, all 
future truſt and confidence, by. breaking a pro- 
miſe, ſo public and fo ſolemn? That even if the 
parliament ſhould be deceived by repoſing in him 
this confidence, they neither loſt any thing, nor 


ran any. manner of riſk ; ſince it was evidently ne- 


ceſſary, for the ſecurity of public peace, to ſupply 
him with money, in order to ſuppreſs the Scotch re- 
bellion. That he had fo far ſuited his firſt demands 
to their prejudices, that he only aſked a ſupply for 

a few months, and was willing, after ſo ſhort a 
truſt, to fall again into dependance, and to truft 
them for his farther ſupport and ſubſiſtence. That 
if he now ſeemed to deſire ſomething farther, he 
alſo made them, in return, a conſiderable offer, 
and was willing, for the future, to depend on them, 
for a revenue, which was quite requiſite for public 
honor and ſecurity. That the nature of the En- 
gliſh conftitution ſuppoſed a mutual confidence be- 
twixt king and parliament : And if they ſhould re- 
ns A a 4 fuſe 
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Chap. IV. fuſe it on their part, eſpecially with circumſtances 


of ſuch outrage and indignity; what could be ex- 
pected but a total diſſolution of government, and 
violent factions, followed by the moſt dangerous 
convulſions and inteſtine diſorders ? 

In oppoſition to theſe arguments, it was urged 
by the malecontent party, That the court had dif- 
covered, on their fide, but few ſymptoms of that 
mutual truſt and confidence, to which they now ſo 
kindly invited the commons. That eleven years in- 
termiſſion of parliaments, the longeſt which was to 
be found in the whole Engliſh annals, was a ſuffi- 
cient indication of the jealouſy entertained againſt 
the people ; or rather of defigns formed for the 
ſuppreſſion of all their liberties and privileges. 
That the miniſters might well plead neceſſity; nor 


could any thing, indeed, be a ſtronger proof of 


ſome invincible neceſſity, than their embracing a 
meaſure, againſt which they had conceived fo vio- 
lent an averſion, as the aſſembling of an Engliſh 
parliament. That this neceſſity, however, - was 
purely miniſterial, not national : And if the ſame 
grievances, eccleſiaſtical and civil, under which they 
themſelves labored, had puſhed the Scotch to extre- 
mities; was it requiſite, that the Engliſh ſhould forge 
their own chains, by impoſing chains on their un- 
happy neighbors ? That the antient and uninter- 
rupted practice of all parliaments was to give grie- 
vances the precedency of ſupply ; and that this 
order, fo carefully obſerved by their anceſtors, was 
founded on a jealouſy inherent in the conſtitution, 
and was never interpreted as any particular diffi- 


_ dence of the preſent ſovereign. That a practice, 


which had been upheld, during times the moſt fa- 
vorable to liberty, could not, in common pru- 
dence, be departed from, where ſuch undeniable 
reaſons for ſuſpicion had been afforded. That it 
was ridiculous to plead the advanced ſeaſon, and 
the urgent occaſion for ſupply; when it plainly ap- 


peared, | 
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es peared, that, in order to afford a pretext for this Chap. IV. 
x- topic, and to ſeduce the commons, great political 1 
1d contrivance had been employed. That the writs 
us for elections were iſſued early in the winter; and if 

| the meeting of the parliament had not purpoſely 
2d been delayed, till ſo near the commencement of 
if military operations, there had been leiſure ſuffici- 
at ent to have redreſſed all national grievances, and 
ſo to have proceeded afterwards to an examination of 
n- the King's oecaſion for ſupply. That the intention 
to of ſo groſs an artifice was to engage the commons, Y 
fi- under pretext of neceſſity, to violate the regular A 
aſt order of parliament; and a precedent of that kind nr 
he being once eſtabliſhed, no inquiry into public mea- | 
es. ſures would ever afterwards be permitted. That 1 
or no argument, more unfavorable, could be pleyded 4 
of for ſupply, than an offer to aboliſh ſſip- money; a 1 
a taxation, the moſt illegal and the moſt dangerous, 1 
10= which had ever, in any reign, been impoſed upon 
ſh the nation. That, by bargaining for the remiſ- Eee, . 
as | fion of that duty, the commons would, in a man- - 
me ner, ratify the right, by which it had been levied; | 
ey or, at leaft, give encouragement for advancing new + 
re- pretenſions of a like nature, in hopes of reſigning / 
ge them on like advantageous conditions. 5 |. 
in- Tnxsz reaſons, joined to ſo many occaſions of | 
er- i humor, ſeemed to ſway with the greater num- | 
ie- ber: But to make the matter worſe, Sir Harry 
his Vane, the ſecretary, told the commons, without 
vas any authority from the King, that nothing leſs than 
on, twelve ſubſidies would be accepted as a recompence 
ffi- for the abolition of ſnip- money. This aſſertion, * 
ce, | proceeding from the indiſcretion, if we are not ra- . 


fa- ther to call it, the treachery of Vane, diſpleaſed 1 
ru- the houſe, by marking a ſtiffneſs and rigidity in | 
ble the King, which, in a claim fo ill grounded, ſeem- | 


it | ed inexcuſable. We are informed likeways, that 
nd {ome men, who were thought to underſtand the 
ap- ſtate of the nation, affirmed” in the houſe, that the 


ed, amount 
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Chap. IV. amount of twelve ſubſidies was a greater ſum than 


I o 
or 


could be found in all England. Such were the 


happy ignorance and inexperience of thoſe times, 


with regard to taxes. 

Tar King was in great doubt and perplexity. 
He ſaw, that his friends in the houſe, were out- 
numbered by his enemies, and that the ſame coun- 
cils were ſtill prevalent, which had ever bred ſuch 
oppoſition and diſturbance. Inſtead of hoping, that 
any ſupply would be given him, to carry on war 
againſt the Scotch, whom the majority of the houſe 
regarded as their beſt friends and firmeſt allies ; 
he expected every day, that. they would pr eſent 
him an addreſs for making peace with thoſe rebels. 


And if the houſe met again, a vote, he was in- 


formed, would. certainly paſs, to blaſt his revenue 
of . ſhip-money ; ; and thereby renew all the oppoſi- 
tion, which, with ſo much difficulty, he had ſur- 
mounted, in levying that taxation. Where great 
evils lie on all ſides, it is very difficult to follow the 
beſt counſels ; nor is it any wonder, that the King, 


Whole capacity was not equal to ſituations of ſuch 


Diſſolu- 
tion. 


extreme delicacy, ſhould haſtily have formed and 
executed a reſolution of diſſolving this parliament: 
A meaſure, however, of which -he ſoon after re- 
pented, and which the ſubſequent events, more 
than any convincing reaſons, inclined every one to 
condemn. The laſt parliament, which had ended 
with ſuch rigor and violence, had yet, at. firſt, co- 
vered their intentions with greater appearance of 


moderation than this parliament had hitherto aſ- 


ſumed. 


AN abrupt and violent diſſolution muſt neceſſari- 
ly excite great diſcontents among the people, who 


nſually put intire confidence in their repreſenta- 


tives, and expect from them. the redreſs of all grie- 
vances. As if there were not already ſufficient 
grounds of complaint, the King perſevered ſtill in 
theſe miſguided councils, which, from experience, 


he 
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he might have been ſenſible, were ſo dangerous Chap. IV 


and deſtructive. Bellaſis and Sir John Hotham 
were ſummoned before the council; and refuſing 


to give any account of their conduct in parliament, 
From Crew, chairman 


were committed to priſon. 
to the committee on religion, all the petitions and 
complaints, which had been ſent to the committee, 
were demanded; and on his refuſal to deliver 
them, he was ſent to the tower. The ſtudies and 
even the pockets of the Earl of Warwic and Lord 
Broke, before the expiration of privilege, were 
ſearched, in expectation of finding treaſonable pa- 
pers. Tis hard to ſay, whether the imprudence 


or illegality of theſe meaſures, was moſt egregious. 


But the King never reſpected ſufficiently the privi- 
leges of the parliament; and, by his example, he 
farther confirmed their reſolution, when they ſhould 
acquire power, to pay like diſregard to the prero- 
gatives of the crown. | | 


__ Tnro' the parhament was diſſolved, the convo- 
cation was ſtill allowed to fit; a practice, of which, 


ſince the reformation, there were but few exam- 
ples *, and which was, for that reaſon, ſuppoſed by 
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many to be irregular. Beſide granting to the King 


a ſupply from the ſpirituality, and framing many 
canons, the convocation, jealous of like innovati- 
ons with thoſe, which had taken place in Scotland, 


impoſed an oath on the clergy, and the graduates 


in the univerſities, by which every one ſwore to 
maintain the eſtabliſned government of the church 
by archbiſhops, biſhops, deans, chapters, Sc. 
Theſe ſteps, in the preſent diſcontented humor of 
the nation, were commonly eſteemed illegal; be- 


cauſe not ratified by conſent of parliament, in 


whom all authority was ſuppoſed to be centered. 
And nothing, beſides, could afford greater matter 


* 


= There was one in 1586. See hiſtory of Archbiſhop Laud, 
p. 80. 2 | Reb | 
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Chap. TV. of ridicule, ' than an oath, which contained an e- 


cetera in the midſt of it. . 

Tur people, who generally abhorred the convo- 
cation as much as they adored the parliament, could 
ſcarce be kept from inſulting and abuſing this aſ- 
ſembly ; and the King was obliged to ſet guards, 
in order to protect them. An attack too was made 
in the night upon Laud, in his palace of Lambeth, 
by above 500 perſons ; and he found it neceſſary 
to fortify himſelf for his defence. A multitude of 
two thouſand ſectaries entered St. Paul's, where the 
high commiſſion then fat; tore down all the 


benches; and cried out, No biſhops, no high com- 


miſſion. All theſe mſtances of diſcontent were pre- 
ſages of ſome great revolution ; had the court poſ- 
ſeſſed ſufficient ſkill to difcern the danger, or ſuf- 
ficient power to provide againſt it. 

In this diſpoſition of men's minds, it was in vain, 


that the King iſſued a declaration, in order to con- 


vince his people of the neceſſity, which he lay un- 
der, of diſſolving the laſt parliament. The chief 
topic, on which he inſiſted, was, that the commons 
imitated the bad example of all their predeceſſors 
of late years, in making continual encroachments 


on his authority, in cenſuring his whole admini- 


12 


{tration and conduct, in diſcuſſing every circum- 
ſtance of public government, and in their indirect 
bargaining and contracting with their king for ſup- 
Ply ; as if nothing ought to be given him but what 
1e ſhould purchaſe, either by quitting ſomewhat 
of his royal prerogative, or by diminiſhing and leſ- 
ſening his revenue. Theſe practices, he ſaid, were 
contrary to the maxims of their anceſtors; and 
theſe practices were totally incompatible with mo- 
narchy. - | 
IT muſt be confeſſed, that the King here touch- 
ed upon that circumſtance in the Engliſh conſtitu- 


ther impoſſible, to regulate by laws, and which 
| muſk 
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muſt be governed by certain delicate ideas of pro- Chap. IV. 
priety and decency, rather than by any exact rule 1640. 
or preſcription. To deny the parliament all right 


of remonſtrating againſt what they eſteem grie- 


vances, were to reduce that aſſembly to a total in- 


ſignificaney, and to deprive the people of every ad- 
vantage, which they could reap from popular coun- 
cils. To complain of the parliament's employing 
the power of taxation, as the means of extorting 
conceſſions from their ſovereign, were to expect, 
that they would intirely diſarm themſelves, and re- 
nounce the ſole expedient, provided by the conſti- 
tution, for enſuring to the kingdom a juſt and le- 
gal adminiſtration. In all periods of Engliſh ſtory, 
there occur inſtances of their remonſtrating with 
their princes in the freeſt manner, and of their re- 
fuſing ſupply, when diſguſted with any circum- 
ſtance of public conduct. Tis, however, certain, 
that this power, tho' eſſential to parliaments, may 
eaſily be abuſed, as well by the frequency and the 
minuteneſs of their remonſtrances, as by their in- 
truſion into every part of the king's councils and 
determinations. Under color of advice, they may 
give diſguiſed orders; and in complaining of grie- 
vances, they may draw to themſelves every power 
of government. Whatever meaſure 1s embraced, 
without conſulting them, may be pronounced an 
oppreſſion of the people; and till corrected, they 
may refuſe the moſt neceſſary ſupplies to their in- 
igent ſovertign. From the very nature of this 
parliamentary liberty, 'tis evident, that it muſt be 
left unbounded by law : For who can foretell, how 
frequently grievances may occur, or what part of 
adminiſtration may be affected by them? From 
the nature too of the human frame, it may be ex- 
pected, that this liberty would be exerted in its 
full extent, and no branch of authority be allowed 
to remain unmoleſted in the hands of the prince: 


For, will the weak limitations of reſpect and deco- 
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Chap. IV, rum be ſufficient to reſtrain human ambition, which 
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ſo frequently breaks thro' all the preſcriptions of 
law and juſtice ? 

Bur here it is obſervable, that the wiſdom of the 
Engliſh conſtitution, or rather, the concurrence. of 
accidents, has provided, in different periods, cer- 
tain irregular checks to this privilege of parlia- 
ment, and thereby maintained, in ſome tolerable 
meaſure, the dignity and authority of the crown. 
In the antient conſtitution, before the beginning 
of the ſeventeenth century, the meetings of par- 
hament were precarious, and were not frequent. 
The ſeſſions were very ſhort; and the members 
had no leiſure, either to get acquainted with each 
other, or with public buſineſs. The ignorance of 
the age made men more ſubmiſſive to that autho- 
rity, which governed them. And above all, the 
large demeſnes of the crown, with the ſmall ex- 
pence of government during that period, rendered 
the prince almoſt independent, and taught the par- 
liament to preſerve a proper ſubmiſſion and duty 
towards him. - 

In our preſent conſtitution, many accidents, 
which have rendered government, every where, 
as well as in Britain, much more burthenſome than 
formerly, have thrown into the hands of the crown 
the diſpoſal of a very large revenue, and have en- 
abled the king, by the private intereſt and ambi- 
tion of the members, to reſtrain the public intereſt 
and ambition of the body. While the oppoſition, 
(for we muſt ſtill have an oppoſition, open or diſ- 
guiſcd) endeavors to draw every branch of admi- 
niſtration under the cognizance of parliament, the 
courtiers reſerve a part to the diſpoſal of the crown; 
and the royal prerogative, tho' diminiſhed of its 
antient powers, ſtill maintains a due weight in the 
balance of the conſtitution. | 

IT was the fate of the houſe of Stuart to govern 
England at a period, when the former ſource of 
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authority was already much diminiſhed, and before Chap. IV, 
the latter began to flow in any tolerable abundance. . 


Without a regular and fixed foundation, the throne 
continually tottered; and the prince fat upon it 
anxiouſly and precariouſly. « Every expedient, uſed 
by James and Charles, in order to ſupport their 
dignity, we have ſeen attended with ſenſible in- 
conveniences. The majeſty of the crown, derived 
from antient powers and prerogatives, procured re- 


ſpect; and checked the approaches of inſolent in- 


truders : But it engendered in the king ſo high an 
idea of his own rank and ſtation, as made him 1n- 
capable of ſtooping to popular courſes, or ſubmit- 
ting, in any degree, to the control of parliament. 
The alliance with the hierarchy ſtrengthened law 
by the ſanction of religion: But it enraged the pu- 
ritanical party, and expoled the prince to the at- 


| tacks of enemies, numerous, furious, and im- 


placable. The memory too of theſe two kings, 
from like cauſes, has been attended, in fome de- 
gree, with-the ſame infelicity, which purſued them 
during the whole courſe of their lives. Tho' it 
muſt be confeſſed, that their ſkill in government 
was no way proportioned to the extreme delicacy 
of their ſituation; a ſufficient indulgence has not 
been given them, and all the blame, by ſeveral hi- 
ſtorians, has been unjuſty thrown on their fide. 
Their violations of law, particularly thoſe of 
Charles, are 7 1 
| tranſgreſhons of a plain limit, 
which was marked out to royal authority. But the 
encroachments of the commons, tho” leſs poſitive 


and determinate, are no leſs diſcernible by good 


judges, and were equally capable of deſtroying the 
juſt balance of the conſtitution. While they ex- 
erciſed the powers, tranſmitted to them, in a man- 


ner more independent, and leſs compliant, than 


had ever before been practiſed; the kings were, 
imprudently, but, as they imagined, from neceſ- 
**V | ſity, 
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N ſity, tempted to aſſume powers, which had ſcarce 
1640. 


ever been exerciſed or clamed by the crown. And 
from the ſhock of theſ©oppoſite pretenſions, aroſe 
all the factions, convulſions, and diſorders, Which 


attended that period. 


Ix this digreſſion, I have here thought proper to 


indulge myſelf. The philoſophy of government, 
accompanying a narration of its revolutions, may 
render hiſtory more intelligible as well as inſtructive. 
And nothing will tend more to abate the acrimony 
of party-diſputes, than to ſhow. men, that thoſe e- 
vents, which they impute to their adverſaries as the 
deepeſt crimes, were the natural, if not the neceſ- 
ſary reſult of the ſituation, in which the nation was 
placed, during any period. We now return to our 
ſubject. 

The King diſappointed of parliamentary ſubſi- 
dies, was obliged to have recourſe to other expe- 
dients, in order to ſupply his urgent neceſſities. 
The eccleſiaſtical ſubſidies ſerved him in ſome ſtead; 


and it ſeemed but juſt, that the clergy ſhould con- 


tribute to a war, which was, in a great meaſure, 
of their own raifing. He borrowed money from 
his miniſters and courtiers; and ſo much was he 


beloved among them, that above 300,000 pounds 


were ſubſcribed in a few days: Tho' nothing ſurely 
could be more diſagreeable to a prince, full of dig- 
nity, than to lie a burthen on his friends, inſtead 
of being a ſupport to them. Some attempts were 
made towards forcing a loan from the citizens; but 
ſtill repelled by the ſpirit of liberty, which was now 


become unconquerable. About 40,000 pounds 


were borrowed from the Spaniſh merchants, who 


had bullion in the tower, expoſed to the attempts 


of the King. Coat and conduct- money for the 
foldiery was levied on the counties; an antient 
practice, but ſuppoſed to be aboliſhed by the peti- 
tion of right. All the pepper was bought from 
the eaſt- India-company upon truſt, and ſold, at 
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great di ſcount, for ready money. Such were the Obe, ivy 
ſhifts, to which Charles was rediced, The freſh 1640. 


difficulties, which, amid the preſent, diſtreſſes, 
were, every day, raiſed, with regard to the pay- 


ment of ſhip- money, obliged him to exert conti- 
nual acts of authority, augmented extremely the 


diſcontents of the people, and increaſed his indi- 
gence and neceſſities. 


Tun preſent. expedients, however, enabled the 


King, tho' with great difficulty, to march his army, 


conſiſting of 19,000 foot and 2000 horſe. The 
Earl of Northumberland was appointed general: 
The Earl of Strafford, who was called over from 


Ireland, lieutenant- general: Lord Conway, general 


of the horſe. A very ſmall fleet was thought ſuffi- 
cient to ſerve the purpoſes of this expedition. 
So great are the effects of zeal and unanimity, 
that the Scotch army, tho' ſomewhat ſuperior, were 
ſooner ready than the King's ; and advanced to the 
borders of England, To engage them to yo 
beſide their general knowledge of the diſcords of 
that kingdom, Lord Saville had forged a letter, in 
the name of ſix noblemen, the moſt conſiderable' 
of England, in which the Scotch were invited to 
aſſiſt their neighbors, in procuring a redreſs of their 
grievances. Notwithſtanding theſe warlike prepa- 
rations and hoſtile attempts, the covenanters ſtill 


preſerved” the moſt pacific and moſt ſubmiſſive lan-'zoth of 
guage; and entered England, as they ſaid, with Aug. 


no other view, than to obtain: acceſs to the King's | 
preſence, and lay their humble petition at his royal 
feet. At Newburn upon Tyne, they were oppoſed 


by a detachment of 4500 men under Conway, who 


ſeemed reſolute to diſpute with them the paſſage of 
the river. The Scotch firſt entreated them, with 


great civility, not to ſtop them in their march to 
their gracious ſovereign ; and then attacked them 
with great bravery, killed ſeveral, and chaced the 25th of 


reſt from their ground. Such a panic feized the 2 at 
Vol. I. B b 


whole Newburn, 
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Chap. 
"3040 . fled immediately to Durham ; and not yet thinking 


treated into Yorkſhire. - 


— 8 . * * 8 e * 4 
— OS OP > * 2 1 - 3 Y 6 Md I * 
1 W x « 7 y 
„ oo FF TS. . The 
* * 1 7 4 - * 
* 0 - - * 
„ 


FI A 


themſelves ſafe, they deſerted that town, and re- 
Tur Scotch took poſſeſſion of Newcaſtle; and 
tho' ſufficiently elated with their victory, they pre- 
ſerved exact diſcipline, and perſevered in their re- 
ſolution of paying for every thing, in order to 


maintain ſtill the appearance of an amicable corre- 


ſpondence with England. They alſo diſpatched 


meſſengers to the King, who was arrived at Yorke; 


and they took care, after the advantage, which 
they had obtained, to redouble their expreſſions of 
loyalty, duty, and ſubmiſſion to his perſon, and e- 


ven made apologies, full of ſorrow and contrition, 


for their late victory. 

CHARLES was in a very diſtreſſed ſituation. The 
nation was univerſally and highly diſcontented. The 
army was diſcouraged, and began likeways to be 
diſcontented, both from the contagion of general 
diſguſt, and as an excuſe for their miſbehavior, 
which they were deſirous of repreſenting rather. as 
want of will than of courage to fight. The trea- 
ſury too was quite exhauſted, and every. expedient 
for ſupply had been tried to the uttermoſt. No 


event had happened, but what might have been 


foreſeen as neceſſary, or at leaſt, very probable; 
yet was there no proviſion made, nor reſolution 
taken, againſt ſuch an exigency. 


Treaty at IN order to prevent the advance of the Scotch 
Rippon. upon him, the King agreed to a treaty, and named 


ſixteen Engliſh Noblemen, who met with eleven 


The Earls of 
Saliſbury, Warwic, Eſſex, 


Scotch commiſſioners at Rippon. 
Hertford, Bedford, 


Holland, Briſtol, and Berkſhire, the Lords Kim- 
bolton, Wharton, Dunſmore, Paget, Broke, Sa- 

ville, Paulet, and Howard of Elcric, were cholen 
by the King; all of them popular men, and conſe- 
. quently 


turn, to a like accident. 


CHARLES I. 


ſion, nor unacceptable ta that nation. 
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| quently ſuppoſed 1 no way averſe to the Scotch inva- Chap 
1 


A addreſs arrived from the city of London, pe- 


titioning for a parliament ; the great point, to which 
all men's projects at this time tended. Twelve 


| Noblemen preſented a petition to the ſame purpoſe. 


But the King contented himſelf with ſummoning a 
great council of the peers d Yorks ; a meaſure, 
which had formerly been taken in caſes of ſudden 
emergency, but which, at preſent, could ſerve ne 

purpoſe. Perhaps, the King, who 


dreaded, above all things, the houſe of commons, & 4 exhcchel 


andavhencverdufficienty repetted the-conſtitution, 
thought, that, in his preſent diſtreſſes, he 
might be enabled to levy de by the authority 


t the peers alone. But the employing, ſo long, 

0 plea of neceſſity, which 

d, rendered it impoſſible for him to a- 

vail himſelf of a neceſſity, which was now at laſt 
become reaf And inevitable. 

By Northumberland's ſickneſs, the command of 
the army had devolved on Strafford. That Noble- 
man poſſeſſed more vigor of mind than the King 
or any of the council. He adviſed Charles rather 
to put all to hazard, than ſubmit to ſuch unworthy 
terms as were likely to be impoſed upon him. The 


| loſs, ſuſtained at Newburn, he ſaid, was inconſi- 


derable ; and tho' a panic had, for the time, ſeized 
the army, that was nothing ſtrange among new 
levied troops; and the Scotch, being in the ſame 
condition, would, no doubt, be liable, in their 
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His opinion, therefore, 


was, that the King ſhould puſh forward, and at- 


tack the Scotch, and bring the affair to a quick 
deciſion ; and, if ever ſo unſucceſsful, nothing 
worſe could betal him, than what, from his inacti- 
vity, he would certainly be expoſed to. To ſhow 
how eaſy it would be to execute this project, he or- 
dered an aſſault to be made on ſome of the Scotch 
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fee IV: quarters, and he gained an advantage over them. 


No ceſſation of arms had, as yet, been agreed to, 


during the treaty at Rippon ; yet great clamor pre- 
vailed, on account of this act of hoſtility. And 


when it was known, that the officer, who conduct- 


ed the attack, was a papiſt, a violent 'outcry was 
raiſed againſt the King, for employing that hated 


ſect, in the murder of his proteſtant ſubjects. 


Ir may be worthy of remark, that ſeveral muti- 
nies had arifen among the Engliſh troops, when 


marching to join the army; and ſome officers had 


been murdered, merely on the ſuſpicion of their 
being papiſts. The petition of right had aboliſhed 
all courts-martial; and by an inconveniente, which 
naturally attended the plan, as yet, new and un- 
formed, of regular and rigid liberty ; it was found 
abſolutely impoſſible for the generals to govern the 
army, by all the authority, which the King could 
legally confer upon them. The lawyers had de- 


clared, that martial law could not be exerciſed, ex- 


cept in the very preſence of an enemy; and becauſe 
it had been found requiſite to execute a mutineer, 


the generals thought it requiſite, for their ſafety, 


to apply for a pardon from the crown. This weak- 


neſs, however, was carefully concealed from the 
army; and Lord Conway ſaid, that, if any lawyer 
was fo imprudent as to diſcover the ſecret to the 


ſoldiers, it would be requiſite inſtantly to refute 


him, and to hang the lawyer himſelf, by ſentence 
of a court-martial. 

An army new levied, undiſciplined, frightened, 
ſeditious, ill- paid, and governed by no proper au- 
thority, was very unfit for withſtanding a victorious 
and high ſpirited enemy, and retaining in ſubjection 
a diſcontented and zealous nation. 

CHARLES, in deſpair of being able to ſtem the 
torrent, at laſt reſolved to yield to it: And as he 


ei bf forefaw, that the great council of the peers would 
the peers. adviſe him to call a parliament, he told them, in 


his 
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his firſt ſpeech, that he had already taken that re- 9 Iv. 
ſolution. He informed them likeways, that the 
Queen, in a letter, which ſhe had wrote to him, had 

very earneſtly recommended that meaſure. This 


good Prince, who was extremely attached to his 
conſort, and who paſſionately wiſhed to render her 
popular i in the nation, forgot not, amid all his di- 
ſtreſs, the. intereſt of his domeſtic tenderneſſes. 


In order to ſubſiſt both armies (for the King was 
obliged, in order to ſave the northern counties, to 


pay his enemies) Charles wrote to the city, deſiring 
a loan of 200,000 pounds. And the lords ce mmiſ- 
ſioners for the treaty, whoſe authority was now 


much greater than that of their ſovereign, joined 


in the ſame requeſt. So low was this Prince alrea- 
dy fallen, in the eyes of his own ſubjects ! 

As many difficulties ocurred in the negotiation 
with the Scotch, it was propoſed to transfer the 
treaty from Rippon to London: A propoſal willing- 
ly embraced by the Scotch, who were now ſure of 
treating with advantage, in a place, where the 
King, they foreſaw, would be, in a manner, a pri- 


ſoner, in the midſt of his implacable enemies and 


their determined friends. 
CHAP. v. 


Meeting of the long parliament. —Strafford and Land 
impeached.— Finch and Windbans fly. — Great au- 
thority of the © commons. —T he 7 attacked. — 
Tonnage and poundage.—Triennial bill. Straſford's 
trial. — Bill of attainder.— Execulion of Strafford. 
— Hizh-commiſſion and flar-chamber aboliſhed. — 
King's journey to Scotland. 
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HE cauſes of diſguſt, wh BaGr—Every-any, 
been multiplying in England 


were now come to full maturity, and 
threatened the kingdom with {ome great revolution 
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45" or convulſion. The uncertain and undefined limits 


of prerogative and privilege had been eagerly diſ- 
puted during that whole period; and in every con- 
troverſy betwixt prince and people, the queſtion, 
however doubtful, had always been decided by 
each party, in favor of its own pretenſions. Too 
lightly *moved by the appearance of neceſſity, the 
King had even aſſumed powers, incom- 
patible with the principles of limited government, 
and had Sn it impoſſible for his moſt zealous 
ſtify his conduct, except by, topics fo 
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appeaſe, the general diſcontent. Thoſe great ſup- 
ports of public authority, law, and religion, had 
likewäßs, by the unbounded compliance of judges 
and prelates, loſt much of their influence over the 
people ; or rather, had, in a great meaſure, gone 
over to the ſide of faction, and authorized the ſpirit 
of oppoſition and rebellion. : 85 
whom the King ha means of retaining by ki 
table offices an Feen Had 1426 ized fret 
the general diſcontent, and Unwarily threw them- 
ſelves into the ſcale, which began already tbo much 
to preponderate. Senſible of & encroachments, 
which had ev been made by royal authority, 
men entertained no jealouſy of the commons, whoſe 
enterpriſes for the acquiſition of power, had ever 
been covered with the appearance of public good, 
and had hitherto gone no farther than ſome diſap- 
pointed efforts & endeavors. The progreſs of the 


Scotch malecontents reduced the crown to an entire 
dependance for ſupply : Their union with the po- 


pular party in England, brought great acceſſion of 


authority to the latter : The near proſpect of ſucceſs, 


rouzed all tke&latent murmurs and pretenſions of the 
nation, which had hitherto been held in ſuch vio- 


Tent conſtraint : And the torrent of general incli- 


nation and opinion ran ſo ſtrong” againſt the court, 
OE rt that 


The nobility tes, 
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that the King was in no ſituation to refuſe any rea- Chap. V. 
ſonable pretenficns' of the popular leaders, either 64. 


for defining or limiting the powers of his preroga- 
tive. Even many exorbitant claims, in he pre- 
ſent ſituation, would probably be made, and muſt 
neceſſarily be complied with. „„ 
Tux triumph of the malecontents over the 
church was not yet ſo immediate or certain. Tho 
the political and religious puritans mutually lent aſ- 
ſiſtance to each other, there were many who join- 
ed the former, and yet declined all manner con- 
nexion with the latter. The hierarchy had been 


reſtabliſhed m England ever ſince the reformation : 


The Romiſh church, in all ages, had carefully 
maintained that form of eccleſiaſtical government: 
The antient fathers too bore teſtimony to epiſcopal 
juriſdiction: And tho' parity ſeemp at firſt to have 
had place among chriſtian paſtors, the period, du- 
ring which it prevailed, was ſo ſhort, that few un- 
diſputed traces of it remained in hiſtory. The bi- 


ſhops and their more zealous partizans inferred 


thence the divine indefeizable right of prelacy : O- 
thers regarded that inſtitution as venerable and uſe- 
ful: And, if the love of novelty led ſome to adopt 
the new rites and diſcipline of the puritans the re- 
verence to antiquity retained many in their attach- 
ment to the liturgy and government of the church, 
It behoved, therefore, the zealous innovators in 
parliament, to proceed with ſome caution and re- 
ſerve. B Ag all meaſures, which reduced 
the exerbitant powers of the crown, they hoped to 
diſarm the King, whom they juſtly regarded, from 
principle, inclination, and policy, to be the determin- 


ed patron of the hierarchy. By declaiming againſt 


the ſuppoſed encroachments and tyranny of the pre- 
lates, they endeavored to carry the nation, from a 
hatred of their perſons, to an oppoſition: againſt 
their office and character. And when men were 
inliſted in party, it would not be difficult, they 

B b 4 thought, 
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T2 thought, to lead them by degrees into many mea- 


ſures, for which they formerly entertained the great- 
eſt averſion. Tho' the new ſectaries compoſed not, 
at firſt, the majority of the natian, they were inflam- 
ed, as is uſual among innovators, with extreme 


zeal for their opinions. Their unſurmountable 


paſſion, diſguiſed to themſelves, as well as to o- 
thers, under the appearance of holy fervors, was 
well qualified to make proſelites, and ſeize the 
minds of the ignorant multitude. And one furious 


_ enthuſiaſt was able, by his active induftry, to ſur- 


Meeting 
of the 
long par- 
liament. 
Novem- 


ber z. 


mount the indolent efforts of many ſober and reaſo- 
nable antagoniſts. 


Waen the nation, therefore, was þX generally 


diſcontented, and little ſuſpicion was entertained of 


any deſign to ſubvert the church and monarchy ; ; NO 
wonder, that almoſt all elections ran in favor of 
thoſe, who, by their high pretenſions to piety and 

triotiſm, had feſtered-and encouraged the natio- 
1 prejudices: Fs a uſual compliment to regard 
the king's inclination in the choice of a ſpeaker ; 
and Charles had intended to advance Gardiner, re- 
corder of London, to that important truſt : But ſo 


little intereſt did the crown, at that time, poſſeſs 


tale the nation, that Gardiner was diſappointed of 
his election, not only i in London, but in every other 


place, where it was attempted : And the King was 


obliged to make the choice of ſpeaker fall on Len- 
thal, a lawyer of ſome character, but not ſufficient- 
ly qualified for fo high and difficult an office. 
Tk eager expectations of men with regard to a 
parliament, ſummoned at ſo critical a juncture, and 
during ſuch general diſcontents; a parliament, 
which, from the ſituation of public affairs, could 
not be 8 ditlolved, and which was to execute 
every th thing left unfiniſhed by former parliaments ; 
theſe views, ſo important and intereſting, engaged 
the attendance Fo all the membess z and the houſe 


of 


Foe we rn 


* commons w 


any interval, therefore, they immediately entered 
buſineſs, and by unanimous conſent they 
be s ow, which may, in a manner, be regard- 
ed as deciſive. 
Tux Earl of Strafford was conſidered as chief 
miniſter = ſtate, both on account of the credit, 
which he poſſeſſed with his maſter, and of his own 
great and uncommon vigor and capacity. By a 


- concurrence of accidents, this man labored 8 


the ſevere hatred of all the three nations, which 
compoſed the Britiſh monarchy. The Scoteh, 
whole authority ran extremely high, looked on him 
as the capital eniemy of their country, and one whoſe 
courieals and influence they had moſt reaſon to appre- 
hend. He had engaged the parliament of Ireland 
to advance ſubſidies, in order to ſupport a war 
againſt them : He had levied an army of 9000 men, 


with which he had menaced all their weſtern coaſt ; 


He had obliged the Scoteh, who lived under his 
government, to renounce the covenant, their nati- 
onal idol: He had in Ireland proclaimed the Scotch 
covenanters rebels and traitors, even before the 
King had iſſued any ſuch declaration againſt them 
in England: And he had ever diſſuaded his maſter 
againſt the late treaty and ſuſpenſion of arms, which 
he regarded as dangerous and diſhonorable. So a- 
vowed and violent were the Scoteh in their reſent- 
ment of all theſe meaſures, that they had refuſed to 
ſend commiſſioners to treat at Yorkg, as was firſt 
propoſed ; becauſe, they ſaid, the lieutenant of 


Ireland, their capital enemy, being general of the 
King's forces, had there the chief command and 
authority. | 

STRAFPORD, firſt as deputy, then as Lord lieu- 
tenant, had governed Ireland during eight years 
with great vigilance, activity, and prudence, but 
with very little popularity. 


In a nation ſo averſe to 


the 


never obſerved to be, from the Chap. 
beginning, ſo, "numerous and-Lrequent, Without “ 4. 
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Chap. V. the Env!iſh government and religion, theſe very 


1640. 


virtues were ſufficient to draw on him the public 
hatred. The manners too and character of this 
great man, tho' to all full of courteſy, and to his 
friends full of affection, were, at bottom, haughty, 


rigid, and ſevere. His authority and influence, du- 


ring the ame of his government, had been unlimit- 
ed; but no ſooner did adverſity ſeize him, than 
the concealed averſion of the nation blazed At at 
once, and the Iriſh parliament uſed every expedi-g 
ent to aggravate the charge againſt him. 

Tur univerſal diſcontent, which prevailed in 
England againſt the court, was all pointed towards 
the Earl of Strafford tho without any particular 


. reaſon, but becauſe he was the miniſter of ſtate, whom 


the 2 King,m moſt favored and moſt truſted. His fa- 


onorable, his paternal fortune conſidera- 
85 Yet envy attended his ſudden and great eleva- 
tion. And his former aſſociates in popular N 
finding, that he owed his advancement to the 
ſertion of their cauſe, repreſented him as the Awe 
apoſtate of the commonwealth, whom it behoved 
them to ſacrifice, as a victim to public juſtice. 
STRAFFOR D, ſenſible of the load of popular pre- 
judices, under which, he labored, would gladly have 
declined attendance GA. parliament ; ; and he beg- 
ged the King's permiſſion to withdraw himſelf to 
his government of Ireland, or at leaſt to remain at 
the head of the army in Yorkſhire; where many 
opportunities, he hoped, would offer, by reaſon of 
his diſtance, to elude the attacks of his enemies. 
But Charles, who had intire confidence in the Earl's 
capacity, thought, that his counsls would be ex- 
tremely uſeful, during the critical ſeſſion, which ap- 
proached., . And when Strafford ſtil] inſiſted on the 
danger of af appearing amid ſo many enraged enemies, 
the King, little apprehenlive, that his own authori- 
t) was ſo ſuddenly to expire, promiſed him protec- 
tion, 


CM AN L. K i. a 


'y | tion, and aſſured him, that not a hair of his head Chap. v. 
oy ſhould be touched by the parliament. 7» ow 
E 


No ſooner was Strafford's arrival known, than a 11th. of 
concerted attack was made upon him in the houſe Nov. 
Ys of commons. Pym, in a long, ſtudied diſcourſe, 
divided into many heads after his manner, enume- 
rated all the grievances, under which the nation la- 


129 bored; and, from a complication of ſuch oppreſſi- . by 
5 ons, inferred, chat a deliberate plan had been form- 9 
a, ed of changing "the entire frame of government, 
: and ſubverting the antient laws and liberties of the 
wa kingdom. Could any thing, he faid, increaſe our 
ds indignation againſt ſo enormous and criminal a pro- Strafford 1 
lar ject, it would be to find, that, during the reign of impeach- b 
wy the beſt of princes, the conſtitution had been enn 1 
fa dangered by the worſt of miniſters, and that the 
= virtues of the Kipg had been ſeduced by wicked and 
wy pernicious courisls. We muſt inquire; added he, 1 
ls, from what fountain theſe waters of bitterneſs flow ; =Y} 
le- and tho' doubtleſs many evil counſellors will be * 
r found to have contributed their endeavors, yet 2 
ed there one, who challenges the infamous pre- emi- 

nence, and who, by his courage, enterprize, and 
= capacity, is intitled to the firſt place among theſe 


betrayers of their country. He is the Earl of Straf- 
S” ford, lieutenant of Ireland, and preſident of the 
council of Yorke, who, in both places, and in all 
other provinces, where he has been entruſted 
= with authority, has raiſed ample monuments of 


of tyranny, and will appear, from a ſurvey of his ac- 
F tions, to be the chief promoter of every arbitrary 

1 council. Some inſtances of imperious expreſſions, 
X- 


as well as actions, were given by Pym; who after- 
of wards entered into a more perſonal attack of that 


miniſter, and endeavoured to expoſe his whole cha- 
wy racter and manners. The auſtere genius of Straf- 
* ford, occupied in the purſuits of ambition, had not 
wel rendered his breaſt alrogether inacceſſible to the ten- 
17 der paſſions, or ſecured him from the dominion of 


the 
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| Chap. V. the fair; and in that ſullen age, when the irregula- 
1640. rities of pleaſure were more reproachful than the 


moſt odious crimes, theſe weakneſſes were thought 
_ worthy of being mentioned, along with his treaſons, 
before ſo great an aſſembly. And upon the whole, 
the orator concluded, that it belonged to the houſe 
to provide a remedy proportionable to the diſeaſe, 
and prevent the farther miſchiefs, juſtly to be appre- 
hended from the influence which this man had ac- 
quired over the meaſures and courſeils of their ſo- 
vereign. hu; 

Stix John Clotworthy an Iriſh gentleman, Sit 
John Hotham of Yorkeſhire, and many others, en- 
tered into the ſame topics : And after ſeveral hours, 


ſpent in bitter invective, when the doors were lock- 


| 
} 
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ed, in order to prevent all diſcovery of their pur- 
poſe; it was moved, in conſequence of the reſolu- 
tion ſecretly taken, that Strafford ſhould immediate- 
ly be impeached of high treaſon. This motion was 
received with univerſal approbation ; nor was there, 
in all the debate, one perſon, who offered to ſtop 
the torrent by any. teſtimony in favor of the Earl's 
conduct. Lord Falkland alone, tho' known to be 
his enemy, modeſtly deſired the houſe to conſider, 
whether it would not better ſuit the gravity of their 
proceedings, firſt to digeſt, by a committee, many 
of thoſe particulars, which had been mentioned, be- 
fore they ſent up an accuſation, againſt him. 
Pym it was ingenuouſly anſwered?” That ſuch a de- 
lay might probably blaſt all their hopes, and put it 
out of their power to proceed any farther in the pro- 
ſecution ; That when Straflord ſhould learn, that 
ſo many of his enormities were diſcovered, his con- 
{cience would dictate his condemnation : and fo 
great was his power and credit, he would immedi- 
ately procure the diſſolution of the parliament, or 
attempt ſome other deſperate meaſure for his own 
preſervation : That the commons were only accu- 
ters, not judges; and it was the province of the 
| peers 


* 
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peers to determine, whether ſich a complication of Chap. V. 
a. enormous crimes, in one perſon, did not amount to 40. 


he the higheſt crime knowp by the law. Without far- 
ht ther debate, the y MN was voted : Pym was 
's, choſen to carry,up 8 80 zebment : Moſt. of the 
le, houſe accompanied him on fo agreeable an errand : 
iſe And Strafford, who had juſt entered the houſe of 
ſe, I peers, and little expected fo a proſecution, 
-e. was immediately, upon this general charge, ordered 
0. ] into cuſtody with ſeveral ſymptoms of violent pre- 
ſo- judice in his judges, as well as in his proſecutors. | 
In the inquiry concerning grievances and the cen- Laud im- 
Sit ſure of paſt meaſures, Laud could not long eſcape peached. 
-n- the ſevere ſcrutiny of the commons; who were led too, 
rs, in their accuſation of that prelate, as well by their 
ck. | prejudices againſt his whole order, as by the ex- 
ur- Þ treme antipathy, which his intemperate zeal had 
u- 28 22 him. After a deliberation, which ſcarce 
te- | laſted half an hau, an impeachment fee high trea- 
was || fon was 9 againſt this ſubject, 1 firſt, 
ere, J both in rank and in favor, thro'out the kingdom. 
top | The this incident, conſidering the example of 
r1's I Strafford's impeachment and the preſent diſpoſition 
) be Jof the nation and parliament, needed be no ſur- 
Jer, | prize to him; yet was he betrayed into ſome paſſion, 
heir | when the accuſation was preſented. The commons 
any themſelves, he ſaid, tho bis accuſers, did not believe 
be- | im gailty of the crimes with which they charged him : 
By || An indiſcretion, which, next day, upon more ma- 
de- | ture deliberation, he deſired leave to retract; but ſo 
t it I little favorable were the peers, that they ze fuſed 
pro- him this advantage, or indulgence. Land; was im- 
that | mediately, upon the general charge, ſequeſtered from 
on- | parliament and"committed to cuſtody. 
1 fo Tre capital article inſiſted on againſt theſe two 
edj- | great men, was the deſign, which, the commons 
„ or | ſuppoſed to have been formed ber ſubverting the 
own laws and conſtitution of England, and introducing 
ccu- arbitrary and unlimited authority into the kingdom 


Ot 


* 


382 
Chap. V. Of all the King's miniſtefs, no one was ſo obnoxi- 


1640. 


Lord 
keeper 
Finch 
flies. 


5 n 2 », r 
2 -, Arn 1 .. * as * * . 2 [3 's 4 a nations tt e i* / 
uy W ARC ! U 
* — a $8. oo Son ey : I 85 FS: 3.04 „ 8 Barr ” 4 4 
— 4 PRE d 1 4 T : 5 o f 2— 
F * | a — 
9 : x f : ? 


| Ly 


HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


ous in this reſpect as the Lord keeper, Finch. He 
it was, who, being ſpeaker in the King's third par- 


| lament, had left the chair, and refuſed to put the 


queſtion, when ordered by the houſe. The extra- 
judicial opinion of the judges in the caſe of ſhip- 
money bad been procured by his intrigues, perſua- 
ſions, andeven menaces. In all unpopular and il- 
legal meaſures, he was ever moſt active ; and he 
was even believed to have declared publicly, that, 
while he was keeper, an order of the council ſhould 
always with him be equivalent to a law. To ap- 
peaſe the riſing diſpleaſure of the Nee en. he de- 
ſired to be heard at their bar. He proftrated him- 
ſelf with all humility before chens Pat him. 
4 nothing. An impeachment was reſolved on; 
and in order to eſcape their fury, he thought proper 
ſecretly to withdraw, and t retire into Holland. As 
he was not eſteemed equal to Strafford or even to 
Laud, either in capacity or mfidelity to his maſter ; 
it was generally believed, that his eſcape had been 
connived at by the popular leaders. His impeach- 
ment, however, in his abſence, was carried up to 


the houſe of peers. 


SIR Francis Windebank, the ſecretary, was a crea- 
ture of Laud; and-thatwnss ſufficient reaſon, for his be- 
ing extremely obnoxious to the commons. He was ſe- 
cretly ſuſpected too of the crime of popery; and it was 
known, that, from complaiſance to the Queen, and 
indeed in compliance with the King's maxiras of go- 
vernment, he had granted many indulgences to ca- 
tholics, and had ſigned warrants for the pardon of 
prieſts, and their delivery from confinement. By 


Grimſtone, a popular kavanguer, he-was called, ini 


MF 


Secretary the houſe, the very pander and broker to the whore 
of Babylon. Finding, that the ſcrutiny of the com- 
mons was pointing towards him, and being ſenſible, 
that England was no longer a place of ſafety for 
men 


| 
| | Winde- 
| | bank flies. 
„ 
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men n of his character, he ſuddenly made his eſcape Chap. V. 


into France. 

Tuvus, in a few weeks, this houſe of commons, 
not oppoſed or rather ſeconded by the peers, had 
produced ſuch a revolution in the government, that 
the two moſt powerful and moſt favored m:1ifters of 


the King were thrown into the tower, and daily ex-. 


pected to be tried for their lives: Two other mini- 
ſters, by flight alone, had ſaved themſelves from a 
like fate: All the King's ſervants ſaw evideady, that 
no protection could be given them by their matter : 
A new juriſdiction was erected, in the nation ; and 
before that tribunal all thoſe trembled, who had be- 
fore exulted moſt in their credit and authority. 
Wär rendered the power of the commons the 
more formidable, was the extreme prudence with 
which it was conducted. Not contented with the 
authority, which they had acquired by. attacking 
theſe great miniſters; they were reſolved to render 
the moſt conſiderable bodies of the nation obnoxious 
to them. Tho' the idol of the people, they wiſely 
determined to fortify themſelves like was with ter- 
rors, and to overawe thoſe, who might ſtill be in- 
clined to ſupport the falling ruins of monarchy. 
DuxinG the late military operations, ſeveral 
powers had been by the lieutenants, and de- 
puty-heutenants of the counties : And the'® powers, 
tho' Tee for the defence of the nation, 
and even warranted by all former precedenty, yet 


14 being enauthorized by ſtatute, were now voted to 


be illegal; and the perſons who had aſſumed them, 
declared delinguents. This term was newly come in- 
to vogue, and expreſſed a degree and ſpecies of 
guilt, not exactly known or aſcertained. in con- 
equence of that determination, many of the nobi- 
lity and prim ne gentry of the atjon while only exert- 
ing, as e & of magiſ- 
tracy, unexpectedly found themſelves involved in the 


crime 


% 
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Chap. V. crime of delinquency. And the commons reaped 
160. this multiplied advantage by their vote: They diſ- 
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armed the crown; they eſtabliſhed the maxims of 
rigid law and liberty; and they ſpread the terror of 
their own autharity. DE 5 
Tur writs for ſhip- money had been directed to 
the ſheriffs, who were required, and even obliged 
under ſevere penalties, to aſſeſs the ſums upon indi- 
viduals, and to levy them by their authority: Yet 
were all the OS and all thoſe 8 in that 
illegal ſervicè, by a very rigorous ſentence, veted 
to be delinquents. The King, by the maxims of 
law, could do no vrong: His miniſters and ſer- 
vants, of whatever degree, in caſe of any violations 


of the conſtitution, were alone culpable. 


AL the farmers and officers of the cuſtoms, 
who had been employed, during ſo many years, in 
levying tonnage and poundage and the new impoſi- 
tions, were likeways declared criminals, and -were 
afterwards glad to compound for a pardon by paying 
a fine of 150,000 pounds. 

Every diſcretionary or arbitrary ſentence of the 
ſtar-chamber and high commiſſion ; courts, which, 


from their very conſtitution, were arbitrary; under. | 


went a ſeyere ſcrutiny : And all thoſe, who had any 
Band-it dach ſentences, were voted to be liable to 
the + ores of law. No miniſter of the King, no 
member of the council, but what found himſelf ex- 
poſed by this deter reason. Mees, 

Tur judges who had given their voices againſt 
Hambden in the trial of ſhip- money, were accuſed 
before the peers, and obliged to find ſecurity for 
their appearance. Berkely, one—ef-the judges of 
king's bench, was ſeized. by order of the houſe, 
even when ſitting i in his tribunal; and all men ſaw 
with aſtoniſhment the irreſiſtible authority of their 
juriſdiction. 

Taz ſanction of the lords and commons, as well 
as that of the King, was declared requiſite for the 

confirmation 
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"INE of all eceleſiaſtical canons : And this Chap, V. 
judgment, it muſt be confeſſed; however reaſonable, 164% 
at leaſt uſeful, it would have been difficult to juſtify 
by any precedent. But the preſent was no time for 
queſtion or diſpute. That deciſion, which aboliſhed 
all legiſlative power except that of parliament, was 
requiſite for compleating the new plan of 
liberty, and rendering it quite uniform and ſyſtema- 
tical. Almoſt all the bench of biſhops, and the 
moſt conſiderable of the inferior clergy, who had 
voted in the late convocation; found themſelves ex- 
poſed, by theſe new principles, to the 1 TIN 


of delinquency. 
Tur moſt unpopular of all Charles's meaſures, 
the — — 


— 


, was the re- 

vival of monopolies, lo ſolemnly aboliſhed, after 

re-iterated endeavors, by a recent a& of parkament. 

Senſible of this unhappy meaſure, the King had, of 

himſelf, recalled, during the time of his expe- 

dition againſt Scotland, many of t 

patents, and the reſt were now: Fe it by autho+ 

rity of parliament, and every j one; eToncerned in them 

declared delinquents. The commons carried fo far 

their deteſtation of. thy s pdious | | 

aſſumed a power 46-3 | 
xpelled all their members, who were mono- 

polilts or projectors. An artifice tee, by Which, 

beſideincreaſing their own privileges, they weaken- 

ed ſtill farther the very ſmall party, which the King 

ſecretly retained in the houſe. Mildmay, a notori- 

ous monopoliſt, yet having aſſociated himſelf with 

the ruling party, was {fill allowed to kegp his ſear. 

In all queſtions indeed of elections, no Flle of de- 

ciſton was obſerved; and nothing farther was re- — 

garded than the affections and attachments of the 

parties. Men's paſſions were too much heated to 

be ſhocked with any inftance of injuſtice, which 

Vor. I. C c TE 
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Chap V. ſerved ends fo popular as thoſe purſed by this houſe 
A 


1640. of commons. Sp F 
Tar whole ſovereign power being thus, in a 5 
manner, transferred to the commons, and the go- p 
vernment, without any ſeeming violence or diſor- N 
der, changed in a moment, from a monarchy, almoſt 0 
abſolute, to a pure democracy; the popular leaders t 
ſeemed willing, for ſome time, to ſuſpend their active h 
vigor, and to conſolidate their authority, 'ere they d 
proceeded to any reng exerciſe of it. Every day ſ {+ 
roduced ſome new harangue on paſt grievances. 0 
The deteſtation of former uſurpations, was far- N 
ther eplivensd : The jealouſy of liberty rouzed : 6 
And | to the true ſpirit of free government, = 
cal indignation Vas excited, by the view of a n 
violated conftitution, as by the ravages of the moſt | 
enormous tyranny. „ 5 1 
was the time, when genius and capacity of 5 
all kinds, free'd from the reſtraint of authority, and 1 
nouriſnhed by unbounded hopes and projects, began t] 
to Exert themſelves, and be diſtinguiſhed by the 
public. Then was celebrated the ſagacity of Pym, „t 
more fitted for uſe than ornament ; matured, not fl 
chilled; by his advanced age and long experience : tl 
Then was diſplayad the mighty ambition of Hamb- * 
den, taught diſguiſe, not moderation, from former 4 
conſtraint; ſupported by courage, conducted by by 
prudence, embelliſhed by modeſty ; but whether h 
. anifnated by a love of power or zeal for liberty, is of 
ſtill, from his untimely end, left doubtful and un- 8 
certain: Then too were known the dark, ardent, 7 
and dangerous character of St. John; the impetu- 1 
ous ſpirit of Hollis, violent and ſincere, open and g 
intire in his enmities and in his friendſhips ; the en- | fi 
thuſiaſtic genius of young Vane, extravagant in the 4 
ends, which he purſued, ſagacious and profound in 
the means, which he. employed ; incited by the 8 
appearances of religion, negligent of the duties of | t. 
ä gu gn heres hp 1 © 
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So little apology 6 be made er paſt meaſures, Chap. V. 
ſo contagious the general ſpirit of diſcontent, that 
c even men of the moſt moderate tempers, and the 
: moſt attached to the church and monarchy, exert- 
: ed themſelves with the utmoſt vigor in the redreſs 
, of grievances, and in proſecuting the authors of 
l them. The lively and animated Digby diſplayed 
K his eloquence on this occaſion, the firm and un- 
/ 
V 


daunted Capel, the modeſt and candid Palmer. In 

this liſt too of patriot-royaliſts are found the virtu- 

ous names of Hyde and Falkland. Tho' in their 
- ultimate views and 1 intentions, theſe men differed 
widely from the former; in their preſent actions 
and diſcourſes, an intire concurrence and unani- 
on mity was obſerved. 
ſt Br the daily harangues and ne againſt il- 
legal uſurpations, not only the houſe of commons 


f inflamed themſelves with, the higheſt animoſity te- 
d e court: The nation caught new fire from 
10 their popular leaders, and ſeemed now1to have 
e made the firſt diſcovery of the mariy.d1 derer gf 
* | - the government. While the law, in in- 
RN ſtances, \ violated, they went no farther 
3 5 ſome ſecret and calm murmurs; but mount- 
b- rage and fury, as ſoon as the conſtitution 
i Faso 2 ta its former integrity and vigor. The 
* capital eſpecially, being the ſeat of parliament, was 
BY highly animated with the ſpirit of mutiny and diſ- 
oy affection. Tumults were daily raiſed ; ſeditious 
oſt aſſemblies encouraged ; and every man, neglect- 
it, ing his own buſineſs, was wholly intent on the de- 
u- | fence of liberty and religion. By ſtronger conta- 
nd gion, the popular affections were communicated 
n | from breaſt to breaſt, in this place of general ren- 
he dezvous and ſociety. 

1 Tux harangues of members, now firſt publiſh- 
he ed and diſperied, kept alive the diſcontents againſt 
of | the King's adminiſtration. The pulpits, delivered 
| over to puritanical Fe and lecturers, whom 
52 „ 8 Ass S. ge. ce: Gres. he. fue 
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- the commons abitranly ſettled in all the conſidera- 
ble c S, Tang with faction and fanaticiſm. 
Vengeance was fully taken for that long ſilence and 
conftraint, in winch, by the authority of Laud and 
the high commithon, theſe preachers had been re- 
tained. The prefs, freed from all fear or reſerve, 
fwarmed with ä —— dangerous by their ſe- 
ditious zeal and calummy, more than by any art or 
| 7 ans of compoſition. Noiſe and fury, cant 
hypocriſy, formed the ſole rhetoric, which, 
rn this tumult of various prejudices and paſ- 
fions, could be heard or attended to. 

THE fervere ſentence, which had been ated 
againſt Prynne, Baſtwic, and Burton, now ſuffer- 
ed a reviſal from parliament. Theſe | 
libellers, far from being tamed by the rigorous pu- 
niſhments which they had undergone, ſhowed ſtill 
a diſpoſition of repeating their offence; and the 
miniſters were afraid, leſt new ſatyres ſhould iſſue 
8 their priſons, and inflame een farthe? UE Par. 

7 SEE ACE amend tel By an 
2 order, therefore, of evo they had 


7 


been xemoved to remote priſons ; Baſtwic to Scilly, | 


Prynne to Jerſey, Burton to Guernſey ; all acceſs 
to them was denied; and the uſe of books, and of 
pen, ink and paper, was refuſed them. The ſen- 
tence for. theſe , additional uniſhments was im- 
mediarely reve! erled by the'& Imons : Even the firſt 
tentence, upon examination, was declared illegal; 
and the judges, who paſſed it, were ordered to 
make reparation to the ſufferers. When the pri- 
foners landed m England, they were received and 
entertained with the higheft demonſtrations of af- 
fection, were attended e mighty confluence 
of company, their charges were borne with great 
magnificence, and liberal preſents beſtowed on 
them. On their approach to any town, the whe 
inhabitants crowded to receive them, and welcom- 
ed their reception with thouts and acclamations. 
Their 
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Their train ſtill increaſed, as they drew 'ngar 
London. miles from the city, the zealots 


of their party, _ in great multitudes, Wet chem, and 
attended. their triumphal entrance: Boughs were 


rewed with flowers; and amid, the higheft exul- 
"tations of joy, were intermingled loud and virulent 
invectives againſt the prelates, who had ſo cruelly 
perſecuted ſuch godly perſonages. The more ig 
noble and-imfemors theſe men were, the more ſen- 
{ible was the inſult upon royal authority, and the 
more dangerous was the ſpirit of diſaffection and 
mutiny, which it ed among the people, 

LiLBURNE, Leighton, and every one, ss had 
been puniſhed for ſeditious libels during the pre- 
cedent adminiſtration, now recovered their liber- 
ty, and were decreed damages en the judges and 
miniſters of juſtice. 

No only the preſent diſpoſition of the nation en- 
ſured impunity to all libellers: A new method of 
framing and diſperſing libels was invented by the 
leaders of the popular e J. "Petitions to parlia- 
ment were drawn, craving redreſs againſt particu- 
lar grievances; and when a fufficient number of 
ſubſcriptions were procured, the petitions were pre- 
ſented to the commons, and immediately publiſh- 
ed. Theſe petitions became ſecret bonds of aſſo- 
ciation among the ſubſcribers, and ſeemed to give 
undoubted ſanction and authority to the complaints, 
which they contained. 
is pretended by hiſtorians favorable to the 
royal cape *, and « even aſſerted by the King bim- 
ſelf in a ene Tf, that a moſt diſingenuous or 
rather criminal ꝑragtice ' prevailed, in conducting 
many of theſe 3 A petition was firſt fram- 
ed; moderate, reaſonable, ſuch as men of charac- 
ter willingly ſubſcribed. The names were after- 


* Dugdale, Clarendon. Huſb. Coll. p. 336. - 
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wards torne off, and affixed to another petition, which 
ſerved better the purpoſes of the popular faction. 
We may judge of the wild fury, which prevailed 
thro'out the nation, when ſo ſcandalous an impoſ- 
ture, which affected ſuch numbers of people, could 


be openly practiſed, without drawing infamy and 


ruin upon the managers. 
So many grievances were offered, both by the 
members, and by petitions without doors, that the 


houſe was divided into above forty committees, 


charged, each of them, with the examination of 
ſome particular violation of law and liberty, which 
had been complained of. Beſide the general com- 
mittees of religion, trade, privileges, laws; man 

ſubdiviſions of theſe were framed, and a ſtrict ſeru- 
tiny was every where carried on. is to be re- 


marked, that, before the beginning of this cen- 


tury, when the aſſumed leſs influence 
and authority, complaints of grievances were uſu- 
ally preſented to the houſe, by any members, who 
had had particular opportunity of obſerving them. 

Theſe general committees, which were a kind of 
inquiſitorial courts, had not then been eftabliſhed ; 

and we find, that the King, in a former declara- 
tion “, complains loudly of this innovation, ſo lit- 
tle favorable to royal authority. But never was ſo 


much multiplied, as at preſent, the uſe of theſe 
committees ; 


Prion the reports of their committees, the houſe 
daily paſſed votes, which mortified and aſtoniſhed 
the court, and enflamed and animated the nation. 
Ship-money was declared illegal and arbitrary; the 
ſentence againſt Hambden cangelled; the court of 
Yorke aboliſhed ; compoſitions knighthood ſtig- 
matized ; the enlargement of the foreſts condemn- 
ed; patents for monopolies annulled; and every 


late 
2 Publiſhed on diſſolving the third parliament, 
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1 late meaſure of he adminiſtration treated with re- Chap. V. 1 
. proach and obloquy. To day, a ſentence of the 640. LY 
d ſtar-chamber was exclaimed againſt: To morrow, 1 
a decree of the high commiſſion waseemplained | 
d ef. Every diſcretionary act of council was repre- 
d ſented as arbitrary and tyrannical : And the ge- 

neral inference was {till inculcated, that a formed 


e deſign had been laid to ſubvert the whele laws and 
"2 conſtitution of the kingdom. 
85 From neceſſity, the King remained entirely pal 
f five during all theſe violent operations. The few 
h ſervants, who continued faithful to him, were ſeiz- 
ks ed with aſtoniſhment at the rapid progreis made by 
V the commons in power and popularity, and were 
* glad, by their inactive and inoffenſive behavior, to 
- compound for impunity. The torrent riſing to ſo 
1. dreadful and unexpected a height, deſpair ſeized 
8 all thoſe, who, from intereſt or habits, were moſt / 1» 
1- attached to monarchy. And as for thoſe, who 1 
10 maintained their duty to the King, merely from \ 1 
n. their regard to the conſtitution, they ſeemed, by 
of their concurrence, to ſwell that inundation, which 
I; began already to deluge every thing. You have 
a- taken the whole machine of government in 
t- c pieces“, {aid Charles in a diſcourſe to the par- 
ſo hament ; “ a practice frequent with ſkilful artiſts, 
ſe « when they deſire to clear the wheels from any 
re « ruſt, which may have grown upon them. The 
engine“, continued he, „may again be reſtored 
ſe eto its former uſe and motions, provided it be put 8 
ed „ up entire; ſo as not a pin of it be wanting.” 
n. But this was far from the intention of the com- Wl 
he mons. The machine, they thought, with ſome 6 
of reaſon, was encumbered with many wheels and |. 
g- ſprings, which retarded 1 and croſſed its operations, | ' * 
n- and deſtroyed its firwphetty. Happy ! had they N 
ry proceeded with moderation, and been contented, 0 
te n their preſent plenitude of power, to remove ſuch | 
7 E404 parts F 
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Chap. V parts only as might ;uſtly be deemed ſuperfluous 


1640. 


and incongruous. 


In order to maintain that high authority which 
they had acquired, the commons, beſide confound- 
ing and over-awing their opponents, judged it re; 
quiſite to inſpire courage into their friends and ad- 
herents; particularly into the Scotch, and the re- 
ligious puritans, to whoſe aſſiſtance and good of- 
fices they were already ſo much beholden. 

No ſooner were the Scotek maſters of the 


northern counties, than they laid aſide their firſt 
profeſſions, which they had not indeed means 


to ſupport, of paying for every thing; and in 


order to prevent the deſtructive expedient of 


plunder and free quarter, the country conſented 
to give them a regular contribution of 850 


pounds a-day, in full of their ſubſiſtence. The 


parliament, that they might 89255 the northern 


counties from ſo grievgus * , agreed to 


remit pay to the Scote7/ as well as to the Engliſh 


army; and becauſe ſülbſidies would be levied too 


ſlowiy for fo urgent an occaſion, money was bor: 
rowed from the citizens upon the ſecurity of parti- 
cular members. Two ſublidies, a very ſmall pi 
tance *, were at firſt voted ; and as the intention 
of this ſupply was to indemnify the members, who, 


by their private, had ſupported public credit, this 
pretèst was immediately laid hold of, and the mo- 
ney was ordered to be paid, not into the treaſury, 


but to commiſſioners appointed by parliament : 


A. practice, which, as it diminiſhed the authority 


of the crown, was very willingly embraced, and 
was afterwards continued by the commons, with 
regard to every branch of revenue which they 


granted to the King. The invaſion of the Scoteh 


had 


It 


. 
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appears, that a ſubſidy was now fallen to 50,006 
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had evidently been the cauſe of aſſembling the par- Vie V. 


liament: The preſence of their army reduced the 


| King to that total ſubjection in which he was now 


held: The commons, for this reaſon, very openly 
profeſſed thai, intention of retaining theſe invaders 
till all theif enemies ſhould be ſuppreſſed, and all 


their purpoles effected. We cannot yet ſpare the 


Scotch, ſaid Strode plainly in the houſe ; he ſons of 
Zerviab are till too ſtrong for us: An alluſion to 
ſome paſſage of the Bible, according to the mode 
of that age. Eighty thouſand pounds a- month was 


requiſite for the ſubſiſtence of the two armies; a 


ſum much greater than the kingdom had ever been 
accuſtomed, in any former period, to pay to the 
public. And tho' ſeveral ſubſidies, along with a 
poll tax, were, from time to time, voted to anſwer 
the charge; the commons took care ſtill to be in 
debt, in order to render the - continuance of the 
ſeſſion the more requiſite. 

Tux Scotch being ſuch uſeful allies to the male- 
content party in England, no wonder they were 
courted with the moſt unlimited complaiſance and 


the moſt important ſervices. The King, in his firſt 


ſpeech, having called them rebels, obſerved, that 
he had given great offence to the parliament ; and 
he was immediately obliged to ſoften, and even re- 
tract that expreſſion. The Scotch commuſtioners, 
of whom the moſt conſiderable were the Earl of 
Rothes and Lord Loudon, found every advantage 
in conducting their treaty ; and yet made no haſte 
in bringing it to an iſſue. They were lodged in 
the city, and kept an intimate correſpondence, as 
well with the magiſtrates, who were extremely diſ- 
affected, as with the popular leaders in both houſes. 
St. Antholine' s church was aſſigned them for their 
devotions ; and their chaplains, here, began open- 
ly to practiſe the preſbyterian form of worſhip, 


which, except in foreign languages, had never hi- 


therto been allowed any indulgence or Wm 
Q 


1640. 
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Chap. V. 80 violent was the general propenſity towards this 
1040 new religion, that multitudes of all ranks crowded 
into the church. Thoſe, who were ſo happy as to 
find acceſs early in the morning, kept their places 
the whole day: Thoſe, who were excluded, clung 
to the doors or windows, in hopes of catching, at 
leaſt, ſome diſtant murmurs or broken phraſes of 
the holy rhetoric. All the eloquence of parliament, 
now well refined from pedantry, animated with the 
ſpirit of liberty and employed in ſuch important 
intereſts, was not attended to with ſuch inſatiable 
avidity, as were theſe lectures, delivered with ridi- 
culous cant, and a provincial accent, at of barba- 
riſm and of ignorance. 
Tux moſt. effectual expedient for paying court 
to the zealous Scotch was to promote the preſbyte- 
5 rian diſcipline and worſhip thro out England; and | 
to this innovation, the popular leaders among the | 
commons, as well as their moſt devoted partizans, 
were, of themſelves, ſufficiently inclined. The 
puritanical party, whoſe progreſs, tho' ſecret, had 
Hitherto been gradual in the kingdom, taking ad- 
vantage of the preſent diſorders, began openly to 
profeſs their tenets, and to make furious attacks on 
the eſtabliſhed religion. The prevalence of that 
ſet in the parliament diſcovered itſelf, from the 
beginning, by inſenſible, but deciſive ſymptoms. 
Marſhall and Burgeſs, two puritanical clergymen, 
were choſen to preach before them, and entertain- 
ed them with diſcourſes ſeven hours in length. It 
being the _ of the houſe always to take the 
ſacrament before ney enter upon buſineſs, they 


NCC 
preliminary, that the com- 


ordered, as a 
munion-table ſhould be removed from the eaſt end 
of St. Margaret's into the middle of the area. The 
name of the ſpiritual lords was commonly left out 
in acts of parliament; and the laws ran in name 
of the king, lords, and commons. The clerk of 
the upper houſe, in reading of bills, turned his 
back 


„ J Te" WE Wow wr ¼ f M. ˙—ůĩ . R 4nd AERIE, ²ĩ˙]ß..—t,...̃7˖ͤvtJñt FR 2 iy Ie REN Lt” Merz 


1 4 


forgot by theſe ruſtic cenſors. 
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back on the bench of biſhops ; nor was his inſo- Chap. V. 
lence ever taken notice of. On a day appointed 1640. 


for a ſolemn faſt and humiliation, the whole orders 


of temporal peers, contrary to former practice, in 
going to church, took place of the ſpiritual; and 
the Lord Spencer remarked, that the humiliation, 
that day ſeemed confined alone to the prelates. 
ExRV meeting of the commons produced ſome Ine bi- 
vehement harangue againſt the uſurpations of the ſhops at- 
biſhops, againſt .the high commiſſion, againſt the tacked. 
late convocation, againſt the new canons. So diſ- 
guſted were all lovers of civil liberty at the laviſh 
doctrines promoted eHate by the clergy, that theſe 
invectives were received without control; and no- 
d iſtinction, at firſt, appeared betwixt ſuch as de- 
fired only to repreſs the exorbitances of the hierar- 
chy, and ſuch as pretended totally to annihilate 
epiſcopal juriſdiction. Encouraged by theſe favora- 
ble appearances, petitions againſt the church were 
framed in different parts of the kingdom. The 
epithet of the ignorant and vicious prieſthood was 
commonly applied to all echurchmen, addicted to 
the eſtabliſhed diſcipline and worſhip; tho? the 
epiſcopal clergy in England, during that age, ſeem 
to have been, as they are at preſent, ſufficiently 
learned and exemplary. . To the committee of re- 
ligion an addreſs againſt epiſcopacy was preſented 
by twelve clergymen, and pretended to be ſigned 
by many hundreds of the puritanical perſuaſion. 
But what made moſt noiſe was the city petition for 
a total alteration of church government; a petition, 
to which 15,000 ſubſcriptions were annexed, and 
which was preſented by Alderman Pennington, 
the city-member. Tis remarkable, that, amony 
the many eccleſiaſtical abuſes, there co 
of, an allowance, given by the licencers of books, 
to puþliſh a tranſlation of Ovid's Art of Love, is not 
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Chap. V. 'NorwrTHSTANDHNG the favorable diſpoſition of 
1049, the people, the leaders in the houſe reſolved to 


proceed with caution. They introduced a bill for 


prohibiting all clergymen the exerciſe of any civil 


office, As a conſequence, the biſhops were de- 
prived of their ſeats in the houſe of peers ; a mea- 
ſure not unacceptable to the zealous friends of li- 


+ berty, who obſerved, with regret, the devoted at- 
tachment of that order to the will of the monarch. 
But when this bill was preſented to the peers, it 


was rejected by a great majority: The firſt check 
which the commons had received in their popular 
carreer, and a prognoſtic of what they might af- 
terwards expect from the upper houſe, whoſe incli- 
nations and intereſt could never be totally ſeparat- 
ed from the throne. But to ſhew how little they 
were diſcouraged, the puritans immediately brought 
in another bill for the total abolition of epiſcopacy, 
tho they thought proper to let that bill ſleep at pre- 
ſent, in expectation of a more favorable opportu- 
nity reviving it. 

Avon other acts of regal, executive power, 
which the commons were every day aſſuming, they 
iſſued orders for the demoliſhing all images, altars, 

crucifixes. The zealous Sir Robert Harley, to 
whom the execution of theſe orders was commit- 
ed, removed all crofſes even out of ſtreets and 


markets; and from his abhorrence to that ſuperſti- 


tious figure, would not any where allow "SF pieces 
of wood or ſtone to lie over ese other at right 
angles 

Tur bifhop of Ely and JG clergymen were 
attacked on account of innovations. Cozens, who 
had long been obnoxious, was expoſed to new cen- 
fares. This perſon, who was dean of Peterborow, 
was extremely zealous for ecclefiaſtica} ceremonies : 
And ſo far from permitting the communicants to 
break the ſacramental bread with their fingers; a 


privilege an which the Puritans very ſtrenuouſly 


inſiſted ; 


——_ . K 
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inſiſted ; he would not ſo much as allow it to be Chap. v. 
cut with an ordinary houſhold inftrument. A con- 1640. 
ſecrated knife muſt perform that ſacred office, and | 
muſt never afterwards be profaned by any vulgar 
ſervice. | 
CozEens too was accuſed of having ſaid, The kin 
has no more authority in ecclefiaſtical matters, than t 
boy who rubs my horje's heels. The expreſſion was 
violent: But tis certain, that all thoſe high church- 
men, who were ſo induſtrious in bringiag-che eee, ng Hee 
i , were extreme - , ue ee 
ly fond of their own privileges and independency, 
and were defirous of exempting the 2 5 from all 
ction to the crow + Fg 
2 Was CE: by the 2 Kg a 
court of inquiſition upon the clergy, and was com- 
monly denominated the committee of ſcandalous mi- 
nfters. The politicians among the commons were 
apprized of the great importance of the pulpit for 
guiding the people; the bigots were enraged a- 
gainſt the prelatical clergy ; and both of them 
knew, that no eſtabliſhed government could be 
overthrown by obſerving ſtrictly the principles of 
juſtice, equity, or clemency. The proceedings, 
therefore, of this famous committee, which conti- 
nued for ſeveral years, were, to—thelefi—degree, 
cruel and arbitrary, and made A Hul havoc both 
on the church and the univerſities. They began : * 40 
with haraſſing, impriſoning, and moleſting tze 1 
clergy; and ended with ſequeſt#ing and ejecting 1:6 
them. In order to join contumely to cruelty, they 
gave the ſufferers the epithet of candalous, and en- 
deavored to render them as odious as they were 
miſerable. met vices however, which they 
could reproach to a great part of them, were, bow- 
ing at the name of Jeſus, placing the communion-' 
table in the eaſt, reading the King's order for 
iports on ſunday, and other pratices which the 
2 
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38 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
2 V. eſtabliſned government, both in church and ſtate, 
164% had ſtrictly required of them. 

Ir may be worth obſerving, that all the hiſtori. 
ans, who lived near that age, or what perhaps is 
more deciſive, all authors, who have caſually made 
mention of thoſe public tranſactions, ſtill repreſent 
the civil diſorders and convulſions as proceeding 
ax religious controverſy, and conſider the politi- 
cal diſputes about power, and liberty as intirel ſub- 
ordinate to the „Other. 45755 — hl” che King 

" ab{ldiiied froth All THValoR” of national — 
it is not probable, that the puritans ever could 
have acquired ſuch authority as to overturn the 
w hole conſtitution : Yet ſo entire was the ſubjec- 

L ion, into which Charles was now fallen, that, if 

* , the Wound khad=nat been poiſoned by the infuſion 
of theological hatred, it muſt have admitted of a 

V ealy remedy. Diſuſe of parliaments, impri- 

ſonmentz and proſecution of members, ſhip-money, 

5 an arbitrary and-Hegal adminiſtration ; theſe were 
"oF loudly, and-notwithout-renſon, complained of : 
„„ But the grievances, which tended chiefly to en- 

flame the parliament and nation, eſpecially the lat- 
ter, were, the ſurplice, the rails placed about the 
2 altar, the bows exacted on approaching it, the li- 
.=- turgy, the breach of the ſabbath, embroidered 
| x copes, lawn-ſleeves, the uſe cf the ring in marri- 


.- 


. age, and of the croſs in, baptiſm. On account of 
90 PE 4 bs P 


theſe, were contented to throw the go- 
vernment into ſuch violent convulſions ; and to the 
| diſgrace of that age and of this iſland, it muſt be 
1 acknowleged, that the diſorders in Scotland in- 
| tirely, and thoſe in England moſtly, proceeded 
| from ſo mean and contemptible an origin. 
| SOME perſons, partial to A ase 6 
3 , have ventured to put them 
in ? balance with the moſt illuſtrious characters of 


antiquity ; and mention the names of Pym, Hamb- 
den, Vane, as a juſt parallel to thoſe of Cato, Bru- 


rus, 


c HA R L ES 


tus, Caſſius. 
ed courage, extenſive enterprize; in theſe particu- 
lars, perha the Roman do not much ſurpaſs the 
Engliſh pats : But what a difference, when the 


I. 


diſcourſe, conduct, converſation, and private as 


well as public behavior, of both are inſpected ? 
Compare only one circumſtance, and conſider its 
conſequences. The leizure of theſe noble antients 
was totally employed in the ſtudy of Grecian elo- 
quence and philoſophy ; in the cultivation of polite 
letters and civilized ſociety : The whole diſcourſe 
and language of the moderns were polluted with 
myſterious jargon, and full of the loweſt and moſt 
vulgar hypocriſy. 

THe laws, as they ſtood at preſent, protected 
the church ; but they expoſed the catholics to the 
utmoſt rage of the puritans; and theſe unhappy re- 
ligioniſts, ſo obnoxious to the prevailing ſect, could 
not hope to remain long unmoleſted. The volun- 
tary contribution, which they had made, in order 
to aſſiſt the King in his war againſt the Scotch co- 
venanters, was inquired into, and rejreſented as 
the greateſt enormity. By an addreſs from the 
commons, all officers of that religion were remov- 
ed from the army, and application was made to 
the King for ſeizing two thirds of recuſants' lands; 
a proportion to which, by law, he was intitled, 
but which he had always allowed them to poſſeſs 
upon very eaſy compoſitions. The ſevere and 
bloody laws againſt prieſts were inſiſted on: And 


one Goodman, a jeſuit, who was found in priſon, 
was condemned to a capital puniſhment. Charles, 


however, ſuitable to his uſual principles, ſcrupled 
to ſign the warrant for his execution; and the 


Profound. capacity, indeed, undaunt- Chap. v. 


1640. 


commons expreſſed great reſentment on that occa- | 


ſion. There. remains a 


main a ſource of contention betwixt the King and 


his People. He eſcaped with his life; but it ſeems 


77 more 


a very ſingular petition of 
Goodman, begging to be hanged, rather than re- 


400 


164. 
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Chap. V. more probable, that he was overlooked, amid af- 
fairs of greater conſequence, than that ſuch unre- 


lenting hatred would be ſoftened by any confide- 
ration of his courage and generoſity. 
| Fox ſome years, Con, a Scotchman, afterwards, 


Roſetti, an Italian, had openly reſided at London, 


and frequented the court, as veſted with a com- 
miſhon from the Pope. The Queen's zeal, and 
her authority with her huſband, had been the cauſe 
of this imprudence, fo offenſive to the nation. But 
the ſpirit of bigotry now roſe too high to permit 
any longer fuch indulgences. 

HaywaRD, a juſtice of peace, having been 
wounded, when employed in the exerciſe of his 
office, by one James, a catholic madman, this enor- 
mity was aſcribed to the popery, not to the frenzy, 
of the latter; and great alarms ſeized the nation 
and parliament. An univerſal conſpiracy of the 
papiſts was ſuppoſed to have taken place; and 
every man, for ſome days, imagined, that he had 
a ſword at his throat. Tho” ſome perſons of fa- 
mily and diſtinction were ſtill attached to the ca- 
tholic ſuperſtition ; tis certain, that the numbers 
of that ſe& did not compoſe the fortieth part of the 
nation: And the frequent panics, to which men, 
during this period, were fo ſubject, on account of 


the catholics, were leſs the effects of fear, than of 


extreme rage and averſion, entertained againſt 
them. 

THz Queen Mother of France, having been 
forced into baniſhment by ſome court-intrigues, 
had retired into England; and expected ſhelter, 
amid her preſent diſtreſſes, in the dominions of her 
daughter and ſon-m-law. But, tho' ſhe behaved 
in the moſt inoffenſive manner, ſhe was inſulted 
by the populace on account of her religion; and 
even worſe treatment was threatened her. The 
Earl of Holland, Lord lieutenant of Middleſex, 


had ordered a-hundred muſqueteers to guard her; 


but 


a 4 . at. 
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very unwillingly employed in ſuch a ſervice, he 
laid the caſe before the houſe of peers: For the 
King's authority was entirely annihilated. He re- 
preſented the indignity of the action, that ſo great 
a Princeſs, mother to the King of France, and to 


the Queens of Spain and England, ſhould be af- 


fronted by the baſe multitude. He obſerved the 
indelible reproach, which would fall upon the na- 
tion, if that unfortunate Queen ſhould ſuffer any 
violence from the miſguided zeal of the people. 
He urged the ſacred rights of hoſpitality, due to 
every one, much more to a perſon in diſtreſs, of 
ſo high a rank, with whom the nation was ſo near- 
ly connected. The peers thought proper to com- 
municate the matter to the commons, whoſe au- 
thority over the people was abſolute, The com- 
mons agreed to the neceſſity of protecting the 
Queen Mother; but at the ſame time deſired, 
that ſhe might be moved to depart the kingdom ; 
«© For the quieting thoſe jealouſies i in the hearts of 
e his Majeſty's well- affected ſubjects, occaſioned 
% by ſome ill- inſtruments about that Queen's per- 


“ ſon, by the flowing of prieſts and papiſts to her 


& houſe, and by the uſe and practice of the idola- 
« try of the maſs and exerciſe of other ſuperſtiti- 
* ous ſervices of the Romiſh church, to the-great 
e ſcandal of true religion.“ 

CHARLES, in the former part of his reign, had 
endeavored to overcome the intractable and en- 
croaching ſpirit of the commons, by anobſlinate- 
perſeverance in his own meaſures, by a ſtately dig- 
nity of behavior, and by maintaining, at their ut- 
moſt height, and even ,ftretching beyond former 
precedent, the rights of his prerogative. Finding 
by experience how unſucceſsful thoſe meaſures had 
proved, and obſerving the low condition, to which 


he was now reduced, he refolved to alter his whole 
Vol. I. D d conduct, 


401 
bot finding, that they had imbibed the ſame pre- Chap. v. 
| juices with the reſt of their country-men, and were 
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Chap. V. conduct, and endeaver to regain the confidence of 


1640. : 


dices. He conſidered 


” Tonnage 
and poun- 
dage. 


HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN." 


his people, by pliableneſs, by coneeſſions, and by 
a total conformity to their inclinations and preju- 


t, that the true rule of go- 


ch a judicious mixture 
exactly eee e preſent circumſtanꝰ & of the nation, 
and the ular pretenſions of HN opponents. 
And, it 5 ſafely be averred, that this new ex- 
N into which the King, for want of proper 
count ard ſupport, was fallen, became 46 
dangerous to_the conſtitution, and pernicious to 
public peace,” 4 Fu other, in which he had, ſo 
long and ſo unfortunately, perfevered. 

Tur pretenſions with regard to tonnage and 
poundage were revived, and with certain aſſurance 
of ſucceſs, by the commons. The levying/ theſe 
duties, as formerly, without conſent of parliatent, 
and even increaſing them at pleaſure, was ſuch an 
incongruity in a free conſtitution, where the peo- 
ple, by their fundamental privileges, cannot be 
taxed but by their own conſent, as could no _—_ 
be endured by theſe jealous patrons of liberty, In 


both, as would 


the preamble, therefore, to the bill,“ where the 


commons granted theſe duties to the King, they 
took care, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt poſitive terms, 
to aſſert their own right of beſtowing this gift, and 
to diveſt the crown of all independent title of aſ- 
ſuming it. And that they might mcreaſe, or ra- 
ther finally fix, the intire dependance and ſubjec- 
tion of the King, they voted theſe duties only for 
two months; and afterwards, from time to time, 
renewed their "_ for very ſhort periods *. 

| Curt, 


* It was an inſtruction given by the houſe to the committee, 
which framed one of thete bills, to take care, that the rates 


n 


a ſituation, as that, in 
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Charles, in order to ſhow, that he entertained no Chap. v. 


intention ever * to ſeparate himſelf from his 164% 


parliament, paſſed this important bill, without any 
ſcruple or heſitation. 


Wirz regard to the bill for triennial parlia- Triennial 
ce he made a little difficulty. By an old ſta- bill. 


Haring the reign of Edward III. it had been 


enacted, that parliaments ſhould be held once e- 


very year, or more frequently, if neceſſary: But 


as no proviſion had been made in caſe of failure, 


and no preciſe method pointed out for execution 
this ſtatute had been conſidered merely as a gene- 
ral declaration, and was diſpenſed with at pleaſure. 


The defect was ſupplied by thoſe vigilant patriots, - 
who now aſſumed the reins of government. It 


was enacted, that if the chancellor, who was firſt 
bound under ſevere penalties, fail | 88 iſſue writs by 


the third of September in ever "third year; 2 
twelve or more of the pers {A be impowered to 


exert this authority: In in defaſt; of the peers;/the 
ſherifts, mayors, bayliffs, £879 
voters; s ; And. in their default, the voters themſelves 

Fader and proceed to the eleQtion of mem- 


bers, in the ſame manner as if writs had been re- 


gularly iſſued from the crown. Nor could the par- 
lament, after it was aſſembled, be adjourned, pro- 
rogued, or diſſolved, without their own conſent, 
during the ſpace of fifty days. By this bill, ſome 


of the nobleſt and moſt valuable prerogatives of the 


crown were retrenched; but at the ſame time, no- 


thing could be more te than ſuch a ſtatute, 


for compleating a regular plan of law and liberty. 
A great reluctance to aſſemble parliaments mult be 
— in the King; where theſe aſſemblies, as 


D d 2 | of 


upon the home-commodities may be as light as poſſible ; and 
upon foreign commodities as heavy as trade will bear: A proof, 


that the nature of commerce "_ now to be underſtood. 
Journ. 1, June 1641. 
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204 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
EZ Chap. V. of late, e it as a maxim to carry their ſcrutiny 


1640. into every Ko of government. During 
long intermiſſiqns rliament, grievances and a- 
buſes” — 1 would naturally 
creep in, and it would even become neceſſary for the 
King and council to exert , great diſcretionary au- 
thority, and, by acts of ſtate, ſupply, in every emer- 
gence, the legiſlative power,” whoſe meeting was ſo 
uncertain and precarious. Charles, finding, that no- 
thing leſs would ſatisfy his parliament and people, at 
laſt gave his aſſent to this bill, which produced ſo 
great an innovation in the conſtitution. Solemn 
thanks were preſented him by both houſes. Great re- 
joicings were expreſſed both in the city and thro'out 
the nation. And mighty profeſſions were, every 
where, made of gratitude and mutual returns of 
| ſupply and confidence. This conceſſion of the 
King, it muſt be owned was not entirely volunta- 

= ry: It was of a nature too important to be volun- 
0 tary. The ſole inference, which his partizans were 
4 intitled to draw ſrom the ſubmiſſions, ſo frankly 
made to preſent neceſſity, was, that he had cer- 
tainly adopted a new plan of government, and, for 
the future, was reſolved, by every indulgence, 
to acquire the confidence and affections of his 
people. 

CHARLES thought, that what conceſſions were 
made to the public were of little conſequence, if 
no gratifications were beſtowed on che individuals 
who had acquired the direction of public councils 
and determinations. A change of miniſters, as 
El well as of megſures, was, Nen ci reſolved on. In 

R i45 323 EL > WEYE. ng 
| one day a; e privy counſell57 te Earls of 
Hertford, Bedford, Eſſex, Briſtol ; the Lords Say, 

TY | Saville, Kimbolton : Within a few days after, was 

admitted the Earl of Warwic. All theſe Noble- 

men were of the popular party; and ſome of them 
proved afterwards, when matters were puſhed. to 
13 e extremity 
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25 
ment, had pretenſions for offices, and who 


CH ARE ES. 


POL Et | 
"extremity by the commons, the greateſt ſupports 
of monarchy. 0 | | | 


JuxoN, biſhop of London, who had never de- 
\ fired the treaſurer's ſtaff, now earneſtly ſollicited 
for leave to reſign it, and retire to the care of that 
turbulent dioceſe, whigch-was committed to him. 
The King gave his“ aflent nds remarkable, 
that, during all the ſevere = , carried on 
againſt the conduct of miniſters and prelates, the 
mild and prudent virtues of this man, who bore 


both theſe inviduous characters, remained unmo- 


leſted. It was intended, that Bedford, a popular 
man, of great authority, as well as wiſdom and 
moderation, ſhould ſucceed Juxon: But that No- 
bleman, very unfortunately both for King and peo- 
ple, died about this very time. By ſome promotions, 
place was made for St. John, who was created 
follicitor- eneral. Hollis was to be made ſecretary of 
ſtats, in of Windebank, who had fled : Pym, 
chancellor of the Exchequer,” ih place of Lord 
Cottington, who had reſigned: Lord Say, maſter 
of the wards; in of the ſame nobleman : The 
Earl of Eſſex, governor ; and Hambden, tutor, to 
the Prince. | "op 
Wu retarded the execution of theſe projected 
changes, was the difficulty of ſatisfying all thoſe, 
who, from their activity and authority in Lo 
1ad it 
ſtill in their power to embaraſs and diſtreſs the pub- 
lic meaſures. Their aſſociates too in popularity, 
whom the King intended to diſtinguiſh by his fa- 
vorg, were unwilling de Ser the reproach of hav- 
ing driven a ſeparate bargain, and cf ſacrificing, 
to their own ambitious views, the cauſe of the na- 
tion. And as they were ſenſible, that they muſt 
owe their preferment entirely to their weight and 
eonſideration in parliament, they were, moſt of 
them, reſolved {ti} to adhere to that aſſembly, and 
| D d 3 both 
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Chg. V. both to promote its authority, and preſerve their 


and authority; an 


own credit in it. On all occaſions, they had no 


other advice to give the King, than to allow him- 


ſelf to be directed by his great council; or in other 
words, to reſign himſelf paſſively to their guidance 
and government. And Charles found, that, in- 
ſtead of acquiring friends, by the e honor and offi- 
ces which he ſhould beſtow, he- Would only arm 
his enemies with more power to hurt him. 

Tur end, on which the King was moſt intent 
in changing miniſters, was to ſave the life of the 
Earl of Strafford, and to mollify, by theſe indul- 


gences, the rage of his moſt furious proſecutors. 


But fo high was that Nobleman's reputation for ex- 
perience and capacity, hat I the © NEW CO ounſellors 
and intended win dee er if he eſ- 
caped their veng e return into favor 


regarded his death as the only 
ſecurity, which they could have, both for the eſta- 


bliſnment gf their preſent - power, and for ſucceſs 
in their IEF & cnterprizes. His impeachment, 
Stafford therefore, was puſhed, with the utmoſt vigor; and 


and after long and ſolemn preparations, was brought 
to a final iſſue. 


IMMEDIATELY after Strafford was ſequeſtered 


from parliament, and confined in the tower, a 


committee of thirteen were” choſen by the lower 
houſe, and entruſfted,with the office of preparing 
a charge againſt him. **foined to a ſmall committee 
of lords, heſe were, veſted with authority to 
examine all witneſſes, call for every paper, and 
uſe any means of ſcrutiny, with regard to any part 
of the Earl's behavior and conduct. After fo ge- 
neral and unbounded an inquiſition, exercifed by 
ſuch powerful and implacable enemies; a man muſt 
have been very cautious or very innocent, not to 
afford, during the whole courſe of his life, ſome 
matter of accuſation againſt him. 


Tui 


"CHARLES 


Tu is committee, by direction from Fat, 
rock g a oath of ſecrecy; a practice very* unuſual, 
and t gave them the appearance of conſpira- 
tors more than miniſters of juſtice. ' But the in- 
tention of this ſtrictneſs, was to render it more dif- 


ficult for the Earl to elude their ſearch, or prepare 


for his juſtification. 5 He How 
application was made, that he 


would allow this committee to examine privy coun- 


ſellors with regard to opinions delivered at the 
board. A conceſſion, which Charles unwarily made, 
and which thenceforth baniſhed all mutual confi- 
dence, from the deliberations of council ; where 
every man 18 ſuppoſed to have entire freedom, 


without fear of future puniſhment ane- inquiry, of 


propoling any expedient, queſtioning any opinion, 


or ſupporting any argument. 


Six George Ratcliffe, the Earl's intimate friend 
and confident, was accuſed of high treaſon, ſent 
for from Ireland, and committed to cloſe cuſtody. 
As no charge ever appeared or was proſecuted a- 


gainſt him, it is impoſſible to give a more charita- 


ble interpretation to this meaſure, than that the 
commons thereby eee to deprive Strafford, in 
his preſent diſtreſs, of the OO Gangs of his beſt 
friend, who, was moſt N Ultffy the i in- 
nocence of Fs conduct and — 

Wurx intelligence arrived in Ireland of the 
plans laid for Strafford's ruin, the Iriſh houſe of 
commons, tho' they had very lately beſtowed met 
ample praiſes on his adminiſtration, entered into all 
Violent councils againſt him, and prepared a repre- 


Jentation of the miſerable _ into which, by his 


miſconduct, they ſuppoſed the ngdom to be fallen. 

They ſent over a Sie? ee to aſſiſt 
in the proſecution of their unfortunate governor; and 
by intimations from this committee, who entered in- 
to cloſe confederacy with the popular leaders in En- 
gland, was every meaſure of the Iriſh parliament 
governed and directed. Impeachments, which 
4 04 Were 
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Chap. V. were never proſecuted, were carried up againſt Sir 


Richard Bolton, the chancellor, Sir Gerard Lou- 
ther, chief juſtice, and Bramhall, biſhop of Der- 
ry. This ſtep, which was an exact counter- part to 


the proceedings in England, ſerved alſo the ſame 


purpoſes: It deprived the King of the miniſters, 
whom he moſt truſted; it diſcouraged and terrified 
all the other miniſters; and it prevented thoſe 
perſons, who were beſt acquainted with Strafford's 
councils, from giving evidence in his favor before 
the Engliſh parliament. fe) > OD I Ip 
Tre biſhops,” being forbid by the, canons to 
aſſiſt in any trial for life, and being unwilling, by 
any oppoſition, to irritate the commons, who were 


already much prejudiced againſt them, thought 


proper, of themſelves, to withdraw. The com- 
mons alſo voted, that the new created peers ought 


to have no voice in this trial ; becauſe the accuſa- 


tion being agreed to, while they. were common- 
ers, their conſent to it was implied with that of all 


the commons of England. Notwithſtanding this 


deciſion, which was meant only to deprive Straf- 


ford of ſo many friends, cke Lord Seymour, and 


ſome, others ſtill continued to keep their ſeat; nor 
was their right to it any farther queſtioned. 

To beſtow/# greater ſolemnity on this 1mpor- 
tant trial, ſcaffolds were erected in Weſtminſter- 
hall; where both houſes ſat, the one as accuſers, 
the other as judges. Beſide the chair of ſtate, a 
cloſe gallery was prepared for the King and Queen, 
who attended during the whole trial. 

An accuſation, carried on by the united effort 
of three kingdoms, againſt one man, unprotected 
by power, unaſſiſted by council, diſcountenanced 
by 2uthority, was likely to prove a very unequal 
conteſt : Yet ſuch}w#< the capacity, genius, pre- 
ſence of mind, diſplayed by this magnanimous 
ſtateſman, that, while argument and reaſon and 
law had any place, he obtained an undiſputed 
victory, And he periſhed at laſt, — 

| = an 


and ſtill unſubdued, by the Seeed violence of Chap. V. 


duct, as preſident of the cou council of Yorke, as de- 


mander in England. But tho' four months were 


making allowance for human infirmities, expoſed 


inſtructions, beyond what formerly had been prac- 


_ largeſt authority committed to it, was altogether 
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his fierce and unrelenting anfagoniſts. _— 4 
Thx articles of impeachment againſt Strafford March 23. = 
are twenty eight in number ; and regard his con- 
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puty or lieutenant 6f Ireland, as counſellor or com- 


employed by the managers in framing the accuſa- 
tion, and all Strafford's anſwers were extempora- 
ry: it appears from compariſon, not only that he 
Was free from the crime of treaſon, of which there 
is not the leaſt appearance, but that his conduct, 


to ſuch ſevere n. was innocent, and even 
laudable. 

THe powers of the —— council, while he 
was preſident, had been extended, by the King's 


tiſed : But that court being, at firſt, inſtituted by 
a ſtretch of royal prerogative, it had been uſual 
for the prince to vary his inſtructions; and the 


as legal as the moſt moderate and moſt limit- 
ed. Nor was it reaſonable to conclude, that Straf- 
ford had uſed any art to procure thoſe extenſive 
powers ; ſince he never once fat as preſident, nor = 
exerciſed one act of juriſdiction, after he was in- = 
veſted with the authority, ſo much complained of. b 19 | 

In the government of Ireland, his adminiſtration 1 
had been equally promotive of his meme inte- * 
reſt, and that of the ſubjects, co mm 1 7 his _ 
care. A large debt he had payed o Eni. 4 
derable ſum hehaddek in the — The 1 
revenues, which beforę never anſwered the charges 1 
of government, 2 now y, raiſed to . equal to = 
them: A ſmall ſtanding are Sold: tino order, 
was augmented and was governed by themeſt ex- 
act diſcipline : And a great force was there raiſed 1 
and paid, for the ſupport of the King's authority a- 
gainſt the Scotch | covenanters. : 


INDUSTRY 


* 
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Ehap:V. Ixus TRV, and all the arts of peace, were introdu- 

ced among that ee people: The ſhipping of the 

kingdom augmented a hundred- fold: The cuſtoms 

tripled upon the ſame rates: The exports double in 

, value to the imports: Manufactures, particularly that 

. of linen, introduced and promoted, Agriculture, 

A by means of the Engliſh and Scoteh plantations, 

1 gradually advancing : The proteſtant religion en- 

couraged, without the perſecution or diſcontent of 

the catholics. 1 

Tux ſprings of authority he had enforced with- 

n | ont overſtraining them. Diſcretionary acts of juriſ- 

| 0 diction, indeed, he had often exerted, by holding 

1 | courts-martial, billeting ſoldiers, deciding cauſes 
ypon paper-petitions before the council, iſſuing pro- 
clamations, and - puniſhing their infraction. But 
diſcretionary authority, during that age, was uſually 
exerciſed even in England, in Ireland, It, Was ſtill 4 

Wee eee 
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more requiſite, among * HOT 


ſubdued, averſe to the religion and manners of their 
conquerors, ready, on all occaſions, to relapſe into 
rebellion and diforder. While the managers of 
the commons demanded, every moment, that the 
| deputy's conduct ſhould be examined by the line 
of rigid law and ſevere principles: he appealed ſtill 
to the practice of all former deputies, and to the 
. uncontrolable neceſſity of his ſituation. 
Ul So great was his art of managing elections, and 
| balancing parties, that he had epgaged the Iriſh 
parliament to vote whatever was Ade both for 
the payment of former debts, and for ſupport of 
the new levied army; nor had he ever been reduced 
44 to the illegal expedients, practiſed in England, for 
„ the ſupply of public neceſſities. No imputation of 
rapacity could juſtly lie againſt his adminiſtration. 
Some inſtances of imperious expreſſions and even 
actions may be mex with, The caſe of Lord Mount- 
| norris, of all thoſe colletted with fo much induſtry, 
= is the moſt flagrant and the leaſt excuſable. : 
Ir *B* 


had ſorely hurt his maſter's foot, who was at that 
time afflicted with the gout. Perhaps, faid Mount- 


merly put upon we me? Bur 4 A BROTHER, WHO 


hien to be tried by a court-martial for mutiny and 


to loſe his head. 9 een other 


Ir had been repgrted at the table of the Lord Chap. V. 


chancellor, Loftus, * 4 of the deputy's atten- 1641. 


> f 
dants, a- relaten--Mebntnerris, in moving a ſtool, 9 
norris, who was preſent at table, it was done in re- 5 


venge of that public affront, , whych my Lord deputy for- 


WOULD NOT HAVE TAKEN SUCH A REVENGE. This vl 
caſual, and ſeemingly i —_— at leaſt vexy ambi- ' 


guous, expreſſion was repo reed to Strafford ; who, 


X ee c, LL - 
Has an officer, ordered. 


on pretence that Mountnorfis uo gel on 1 


Arr 5/4 ne 1 
ſedition againſt his general. The court, which con- 25 lt. 


| liſted of the chief officers of the army, found the anne, ai, 75 


crime to be capital, and condemned that Nobleman ei vue. 


In vain did Stratford plead in his own defence a- — 1 
gainſt this article of impeachment, That the „ 
tence Mountnorris was the deed, and that too 
unanimous, of the court, not the alt of the de- 
puty ; that he ſpoke not to a member of the court, 
nor voted in the cauſe, but ſat uncovered as a party; 
and then immediately withdrew, to, leave them to 
their freedom; that ſenſible of the den of 
the ſentence, he procured his Majeſty's free pardon 
to Mountmorris; that he did not even keep that 
Nobleman a moment in ſuſpence with regard to his 
fate, but inſtantly told him, that he himſelf would 
ſooner partwith his right hand than execute ſuch a 1 
ſentence, nor was his lordſhip's life in any an- 1 
erf danger; and—that—upon-the-whole,—the Mt 
C - It 
was-teſtored tahim. In vain did Strafford's friends 7 
add, as a further apology, that Mountnorris was a vi 
man of an infamous character, who payed court by i 
the loweſt adulation, to all deputies, while _—_— 4 j 
an mA 
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and blackened their character, by the vileſt BY 


nies, when recalled : And that Strafford, expecting 
like treatment, had uſed this expedient for no other 
purpoſe than to ſubdue the petulant ſpirit of the 
man. Theſe excuſes aileviate the guilt ; but there 


ſtill remains enough to prove, that the mind of the 
deputy, tho' great and firm, had been not a little 
debauched by the riot of abſolute power, and un- 


controled authority. 

WEN Strafford was called l Bugland, 
he found every thing falling co ſuch confulion, by 
the open rebellion of the Scot&h and the ſecret dif- 
contents of the Engliſh, that, if he had counſelled 
or executed any violent meaſure, he might perhaps 
have been able to apologize for his conduct, from 
the g law of neceſſity, which admits not, while 
of any ſcruple, ceremony, or delay. But 


"in fact, no illegal advice or action was proved againſt 


him; and the whole amount of his guilt, during 
this period, were ſome peeviſh, or at moſt imperi- 
ous expreſſions, which, amid ſuch deſperate extre- 
mities, and during a bad ſtate of — had un- 
happily fallen from him, 

Ir Strafford's apology was, in the main, ſo ſatiſ- 
factory, when he pleaded to each particular article 
of the charge, his victory was ſtill more deciſive, 
when he brought the whole together, and repelled 
the imputation of hig treaſon ; the crime which 
the commons would infer from the full view 
of his conduct and behavior. Of all ſpecies of 
guilt, the law of England had, with the moſt an- 
EEG, Ach Aetinec TEE treaſon ; becauſe on that 
ſide it was found moſt S t6 protect the ſubject 
againſt the violence of the king * of his mini- 
ſters 7 By the famous ſtatute of Edward III. all the 
kinds of treaſon are enumerated, and every other 
crime, beſide ſuch as are there exprelsly mentioned, 
is carefully excluded from th But 
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with regard to this guilt, An endeavor to ſubvert the Chap. V. 


lent: And arbitrarily to introduce it into the fatal 
catalog e, is A. a ſubverſion of all law; and. un- 
der 5 of defending liberty, err a ſtatute 
the beſt” Rl fs of preg liberty, had 
ever been enacted by an Engliſh parliament. 

. As this ſpecies of treaſon, "diſcovered by the com- 
mons, is intirely new and unknown to the laws ; fo 
is the ſpecies oH proof, by which they pretend to fix 
that guilt upon the priſoner. They have invented a 
kind of accumulative or: conſtructiue evidence, by 
which many actions, either totally innocent in them- 
ſelves, . or criminal in „much inferior degree, ſhall, 
when united, "mount-up lata. treaſon, and ſubject 
the perſon to the ' higheſt penalties inflicted by the 
law. A haſty and unguarded word, a raſh and paſ- 
ſionate action, aſſiſted by the, majeyolent fancy of 

LS 2 


the accuſer, and tortured by conſtructions, 


is tranſmuted into the deepeſt guilt ; and the lives 


and fortunes of the whole nation, no longer pro- 
tected by juſtice, are ſubjected to arbitrary will and 


pleaſure. 


« WHERE has this ſpecies of, guilt lain fo long 


© concealed,” ſaid Strafford in concluſion: + Where 


« has this fire been ſo long buried, during ſo many 
% centuries, that no ſmoke ſhould appear, till it 
** burſt out at once, to conſume me and my chil- 
« dren ? Better it were to live under no law at all, 
& and, by the maxims of cautious prudence, 


« to conform ourſelves, the beſt we can, to the 


arbitrary will of a maſter ; than fancy we have a 
% law on which we can rely, and find, at laſt, that 
c this law ſhall inflict a puniſhment precedent to 
ce the promulgation, and try us by maxims unheard 
of, till the very moment of the proſecution. If 
<< I fail on the Thames, and ſplit my veſſel on an 
% anchor; in caſe there be no buoy to give warn- 
« ing, the party ſhall pay me damages: Bur, if the 
| « anchor 


fundamental laws, the ſtatute of treaſons is totally ſi- 1641. 
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Chap. V. . anchor be marked out, then is the ſtriking on it 
| 164K 4 at my own peril. Where is the mark ſet upon 
=, & this crime? Where is the token by which I ſhould 

| & diſcover it? It has lain concealed under water; 
„ and no human prudence, no human 1 innocence 
could fave me. from the deſtruction, with which I 
& am TN Kore threatened. Mm 
« [T's now full two hundred and forty years 
& ſince treaſons were defined; and ſo long has it 
been, ſince any man was touched? this extent, 
upon this crime, before myſelf. We have lived, 
my lords, happily to ourſelves at home; we have 
„lived gloriouſly abroad, to the world: Let us be 
“% content with what our fathers have left us: Let 
„ not our ambition carry us to be more learned 
< than they were, in theſe killing and deſtructive 
arts. Great wiſdom it will be in your lordſhips, 
% and juſt providence, for yourſelves, for your po- 
i ſterities, for the whole kingdom, to caſt from 
you, into the fire, theſe bloody and myſterious 
volumes of arbitrary and conſtructive treaſons, as 
& the primitive chriſtians did their books of curious 
„arts, and betake yourſelves to the plain letter 
&« of the ſtatute, which tells you where the crime 
is, and poinis out to 2 the path by which you 
L : & may avoid it!“ 
\ « Let us not, to our own defirudion, awake 
&« thoſe ſleeping lions, by rattling up a company of 
& old records, which have lain, for fo many ages, 
« by the wall, forgotten and neglected, To all my 
« afflictions, add not this, my lords, the moſt ſe- 
« vere of any ; that I, for my other fins, not for 
„ my treaſons, be the means of introducing a pre- 
« cedent, ſo pernicious to the laws and liberties of 
% my native country. | 
& HowE VER theſe gentlemen at the bar ſay, they 
& ſpeak for the common wealth; and they believe 
« ſo: Yet, under favor, in this particular, it is I 
4 ho ſpeak for the commonwealth. Precedents, 
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ſevere penalties, by every grain, by every 
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like chots'© endeavored to be eſtabliſhed againſt me, Chap. V. 


muſt draw along ſuch inconveniences and miſe- 
ries, that, in a few years, the kingdom will be in 
the condition, expreſſed in a ſtatute of Henry IV.; 


and no man ſhall know by what rule to govern 


his words and actions. 

« TmPost not, my lords, difficulties inſurmount- 
able upon miniſters of ſtate, nor diſable them 
from ſerving; with chearfulneſs their king and 
country. If you examine them, and under = 
little 
weight; the ſcrutiny will be intolerable. The 
public aHairs of the kingdom mult be left waſte ; 
and no wiſe man, who has any honor or fortune 
to loſe, will ever engage himſelf in ſuch dreadful, 
ſuch unknown perils.” 

« My lords, I have now troubled your lordſhipg 
a great deal longer than I ſhould have done. 
Were it not for the intereſt of theſe pledges, 
which a ſaint in heaven left me, I ſhould be loth.“ 
Here he pointed to his children, and his weep- 
«© What I forfeit for myſelf, 
it is nothing: But, I confeſs, that my indiſcretion 
ſhould forfeit for them, it wounds me very deep- 
ly. You will be pleaſed to pardon my infirmity : 
Something I ſhould be ſaid; but 1 fee I ſhall 
not be able, and therefore I ſhall leave it. 

« AND now, my lords, I thank God, I have 
been, by his good bleſſing, ſufficiently inſtructed 
in the extreme vanity of all temporary enjoy- 


ments, compared to the importance of our e- 


ternal duration. And ſo, m 


lords, even fo, 


with all humility, and with all tranquillity of mind, 
E ſubmit, clearly and freely, to your judgments : 
And whether that righteous doom ſhall be to life 
or to death, I thall repoſe myſelf, full of gratitude 


and confidence, in the arms of the great Author 
of my exiſtence.” 


CERT ( 


1641. . 


416 H 


ISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
CERTAINLY, fays Whitlocke with his uſua 
- candor, never any man acted ſuch a part, on ſuch a 
theatre, with more wiſdom, conſtancy, and eloquence, 
with greater reaſon, judgment and temper, and with a 
better grace in all his words and actions, than did this 
great and excellent perſon ; and he moved the hearts of 
all bis auditors, ſome few excepted, to remorſe and pity. 
It is remarkable, that the hiſtorian who expreſles 
himſelf in theſe terms, was himſelf chairman of 
that committee, which conducted te impeachment 
againſt this unfortunate ſtateſman. The accuſation 
and defence laſted fer eighteen days. The managers 
divided the ſeveral articles among them, and atrack- 
ed the priſoner with all the weight of authority, with 
all the vehemence of rhetoric, with all the accuracy 
of long preparation. Strafford was obliged to ſpeak 
with deference and reſerve towards his moſt inyete- 
rate enemies, the commons, the Scotek nation, the 

Iriſh parliament. He took only a very lie time, 
on each article, to recollect himſelf : Yet he alone, 
without aſſiſtance, mixing modeſty and humility with 
firmneſs and vigor, made ſuch a defence, that the 
commons ſaw it impoſſible, by a legal proſecution, 
ever to obtain a ſentence againſt him. 

Bur the death of Strafford was too important a 
ſtroke of party to be left inattempted by any expe- 
dient, however extraordinary. Beſide the great ge- 
nius and authority of that miniſter, he had threa- 
tened ſome of the Popular, Jeaders with an impeach- 

ment; and, had hefisrÞ&en ſuddenly prevented by 
ls ame 2 222 A 
the commons, he had, that very 
day, it was thought, charged Pym, Hambden, and 
others, with treaſon, for having invited the Scoteh 
to invade England. A bill of attainder was therefore 
brought into the lower houſe immediately after 
finiſhing; theſe pleadings ; and preparatory to it, a 
new proof of the Earl's guilt was produced, in or- 
der to remove ſuch ſcruples as might be 18 Hen 
| es. 
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ed with regard to a method of — „ e V. 


uſual and irregular. 
Sin Henry Vane, ſecretary, had ins down 
ſome notes of a debate in council, after the diſſolu- 


tion of the laſt parliament ; and being at a diſtance, 


he had ſent the keys of his cabinet, as was pretend- 
ed, to his ſon, Sir Henry, in order to ſearch: for 
ſome papers, which were neceſſary for compleating 


a marriage-ſettlement. , Youn Vane, falling upon 
the matter of the ut- 


this paper of notes, 
moſt <lledehce and ichmediately communicated 
it to Pym who now produced the paper before the 
houſe of coramons. The queſtion before the coun- 
cil was; Offenſive or defenfive war with the. Scotch. 
The King propoſes this difficulty, But how can L 
<< undertake offenſive war if I have no more money?“ 
* The anſwer aſcribed to Strafford was in theſe 


words. © Borrow of the city a hundred thouſand 


pounds: Go on vigorouſly to levy ſhip-money. 
N Jour Majeſty having tried the affections of your 
«© people, you are abſolved and looſe from all rules 
„ of government, and may do what power will 
« admit. Your Majeſty, having tried all ways, 
e ſhall be acquitted before God and man. And 
4 you have an army in Ireland, which you may 
* employ to reduce THIs kingdom to obedience : 
% For I am confident the Scoteh cannot hold out 
&« five months.” There followed ſome councils of 
Laud and Corningron, equally violent, with regard 
to the King's being abſolved from all rules of go- 
vernment. 

Tuls paper, with all the circumſtances of its dif- 
covery and communication, was pretended to be 
equivalent to two witneſſes, and to be an unanſwer- 
able proof of thoſe pernicious councils of Strafford, 
which tended to the ſubverſion of the laws and con- 
ſtitution. Ber it was replied by Strafford and his 
friends, That old Vane was his moſt inveterate and 
declared enemy; and if the ſecretary himſelf, as 

Vol. I. 5 was 
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* Chap. V. was by far moſt probable, had willingly delivered. 
| 1641. to his ſon this paper of notes, to be communicated 
to Pym, this implied ſuch a breach of oaths and of 


truſt as rendered him totally unworthy of all credit. 

That the fecretary's depoſition was at firſt exceed- 
ingly dubious: Upon two examinations, he could 
not remember any ſuch words: Even the third 
time, his teſtimony was not poſitive, but imported 
only, that Strafford had ſpoke' ſuch or ſuch-like 
words: And words may be very like in ſound, and 
differ much in ſenſe ; nor ought the lives of men to 
depend upon grammatie ee iciſms of any expreſſi- 
ons, much leſs, © eliver Fxcq by the ſpeaker 


Without —.— and committed by the hea- 


rer, for any time, however ſhort, to the uncertain 
record of memory. That, in the preſent caſe, 
changing This kingdom into That kingdom, a very 
flight alteration ! the Earl's diſcourſe could regard 
nothing but Scotland, and implies no advice un- 
worthy of an Engliſh counſellor. That even re- 
taining the expreſſion, This kingdom, the words may 


fairly be underſtood of Scotland, which alone was 


the kingdom that the debate regarded, and which 
alone had thrown off allegiance, and could be redu- 
ced to obedience. That it could be proved, as 
well by the evidence of all the King's miniſters, as 
by the known diſpoſition of the forces, that the in- 
tention never was to land the Iriſh army in England, 
but in Scotland. That of fix other counſellors pre- 
ſent, Laud and Windebank could give no evidence; 


Northumberland, Hamilton, Cottington, and Juxon, 
could recollect no ſuch expreſſion; and the advice 


was too remarkable to be ealily forgot. That it 
was no: way probable ſuch a deſperate council would 
be openly delivered at the board, and before Nor- 
thumberland, a perſon of that high rank, and 
whoſe attachments 42 the « court were ſo much wea- 


ker than his the country. That tho 
Northumberland, "and he alone, had recollected 


ſome 
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fome ſuch expreſſion, as that Of being abjolued from Chap. V. 
" 41, 


rules of government ; yet, in ſuch deſperate extremi- 
ties as thoſe; into which the King and kingdom 
were then fallen, a maxim of that nature, allowin 

it to be delivered by Strafford, may be defended, 
upon principles the moſt favorable to law and liberty. 
And that nothing could be more iniquitous, than to 
extract an accuſation of treaſon from an opinion, 
ſimply propoſed at the council-table ; where all free- 


dom of debate ought to be permitted, ,and Where it 


was not unuſual for the members, in order to 


out the ſentiments of others, to propoſe councils ve- 


ry remote from their own ſecret advice and judg- 
ment. 


Tux evidence of Secretary Vane, tho expoſed to Bill of at- 
ſuch unſurmountable objections, was the real cauſe tainder. 


of Strafford's unhappy fate; and made the bill of 
attainder paſs the commons with no greater oppoſi- 
tion than that of fifty- nine diſſenting votes. But 
there remained two other branches of the legiſla- 
ture, the King and the lords, whoſe aſſent was re- 
quiſite; and theſe, if left to their free judgment, it 
was eaſily foreſeen, would reject the bill, without 
ſcruple or deliberation. To overcome this diffi- 
culty, the popular leaders employed expedients, for 
which they were. beholde ly to their own induſ- 

try, partly to the HA of their adverſaries. 
Nxxr Sunday after the bill paſſed the commons, 
the puritanical pulpits rang with declamations con- 
cerning the neceſſity of executing juftice upon great 
delinquents*. The populace took alarm. A- 
bout ſix thouſand men, armed {words . and 
cudgels, flocked from the city, and ſurrounded the 
houles of parliament. The names of the fifty-nine 
commoners, who voted againſt the bill of attainder, 
were paſted up under the title of Straffordians and 
betrayers of their country. Theſe were expoſed to all 
the inſults of the ungovernable multitude. When 
EE any 


* Whitlocke. 
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e any of the lords paſſed, the loud cry of Fuſtice a- 


with ſome of the King's ſervants. 


lent 


7 0 Strafford reſounded in their ears: And ſuch as 
were ſuſpected of friendſhip to that obnoxious mi- 
niſter, were ſure to meet with menaces, not unac- 
eompanied with ſymptoms of the moſt deſperate re- 
folutions in the furious populace. 8 


' *ComPLaiNTSs in the houſe of commons being 


made againſt theſe violences as the moſt flagrant 
breach of privilege, the ruling members, by their 
affected coolneſs and indifferefſc IHN Wed pla 

that the popular tumults were not diſagreeable to 
them. But a new diſcovery, made about this time, 
ſerved to throw every thing into ſtill greater flame 


and combuſtion. 


SOME principal officers, Piercy, Jermyn, Oneale, 
Goring, Wilmot, Pollard, Aſhburnham, partly 
attached to the court, partly diſguſted with the par- 
lament, had formed a plan of engaging into the 
King's ſervice the Engliſh army, whom they obſer- 


ved to be diſpleaſed at ſome marks of preference gi- 


ven by the to the Scote: For this 
purpoſe, they entered into an affociation, took an 
oath of ſecrecy, and kept a cloſe correſpondence 
The form of a 
petition to the King and parliament was concerted ; 
and it was propoſed to get this petition ſubſcribed by 
the army. The petitioners there repreſent the 
great and unexampled conceſſions made by the 
King for the ſecurity of public peace and liberty ; 
the endleſs demands of certain inſatiable and turbu- 
fpirits, whom nothing lets will content than a 
total ſubverſion of the antient conſtitution ; the fre- 
quent tumults, which theſe factious malecontents 
had excited, and which endangered the liberty of 
parliament. To prevent theſe miſchiefs, the army 
offered to come up and guard that aſſembly. * So 
„ ſhall! the nation,” as they expreſs themſelves in 
the concluſion, “ not only be vindicated from pre- 
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yeyed to AJ King 


ſelf, as a mark of his approbation. 
_ difficulties occurred, 


ſented by any other rank of men. Pym 


| ſhould be ſigned 


COWATRIL OBS 1, 


ec cedent innovations, but be ſecured from the fu- © 


«© ture, which are threatened, and which are likely 
to produce more dangerous effects than the for- 
mer“. The draught of this petition being con- 

he was prevailed with frema-the 
at Se SRadeBec, to counterſign it him- 
But as ſeveral 
the project was laid aſide two 


months before any . diſcovery was made of 
IT. 


Ir was Goring, who betrayed the ſe ſecret to the 


popular leaders. The alarm 


Fan- imagined, 


vw hich this intelligence conveyed. Petitions from 


the military to the civil power are always looked on 
as diſguiſed, or rather undifguiſed commands; and 
are of a nature widely different from petitions, pre- 
opened the 
matter in the houſe. On the firſt intimation of a 
diſcovery, Piercy concealed himſelf, and Jermyn 
withdrew beyond ſeas. This farther confirmed the 
ſuſpicion of a dangerous conſpiracy. Goring deli- 
vered his evidence before the houſe. 


moſt of the particulars. Both their teſtimonies: a- 
gree with regard to the oath of ſecrecy ; and as this 
circumſtance had been denied by Pollard, Aſhburn- 
ham, and Wilmot, in all their examinations, it was 
regarded as a new proof of ſome ee reſoluti- 


ons, which had been : . 
To cone d Kater be the terror and indignation at 


this plot, the commons voted, that a proteſtation 
by all the members. It was ſent 
up to the —— and ſigned by all of them, except 
Southampton and Robarts. Orders were given by 
the commons alone, without other authority, that 
it ſhould be ſubſcribed by the whole nation. The 
proteſtation was in itſelf very inoffenſive and e- 


ven inſignificant, and contained nothing but gene- 


ral declarations, that the ſubſcribers would defend 
Ee 43 their 


Piercy wrote 
a letter to his brother, Northumberland, confeſſing 


= 


mot 
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Chap. V. their religion and liberties. - But it tended to increaſe 
1541. the popular panic, and intimated, -what was more 
expreſsly declared in the preamble, that theſe bleſ- 
ſings were now expoſed to the utmoſt peril. 
ALAaRMs were every day given of new conſpira- 


| cies: AR boa great multitudes of papiſts 


were &4ogether : Secret meetings were 


held by them in caves and under ground in Surrey : 
' Applet they had entered into to blow up the river 


with gunpowder, in order to drown the city® : Pro- 


viſions of arms were making beyond ſeas: Some- 


times France, ſometimes Denmark, was forming 


deſigns againſt the kingdom: And the populace, 


who are always, terrified with preſent, and enraged 


with diſtant dangers, were till farther animated in 


their demands of juſtice againſt the unfortunate 
Strafford. | SE REIT 
-T nx King came to the houſe of lords: And tho 

he 'his reſolution, for which he offered them 
any ſecurity, never again to employ Strafford in a- 
ny brangh of public buſineſs; he profeſſed himſelf 
totally #gſatisfied with regard to the circumſtances 
of treaſon, and on that account declared his difficul- 
ty, in giving aſſent to the bill of attainder. The 
commons took fire, and voted it a breach of pri- 
vilege for the King to take notice of any bill, de- 
pending before the houſes. Charles did not per- 
ceive,.that his attachment to Strafford was the chief 

Fe ef the bill; and that, the greater proofs he 
gave of anxious concern for this miniſter, the more 


inevitable did he render his deſtruction. 


ABourT eighty peers had conſtantly attended Straf- 


ford's trial; but ſuch apprehenſions were entertain- 


ed on account of the popular tumults, that only 
forty-five were preſent - when the. bill of attainder 
was brought into the houſe. Yet of theſe, nineteen 
had the courage to vote againſt it: A certain _ 

+. that, 


2 Sir Edw. Walker, p. 349. 


 Kaient, even ſhould no evidence at all be produced; 
law to hares and deer; for they are beaſts of chace: 


found; for they are beaſts of prey. 


ſuch a ferment, as threatened ſome great and immi- 


his eyes, he ſaw no reſource or ſecurity. All his 


Queen, terrified with the appearance of ſo mighty a 


finally content them. Juxon alone, whole courage 


and anxiety, took a very extraordinary ſtep, and 


CHARLES I. 423 


that, if intire freedom had been allowed, the bill had 85 V. 
been rejected by a great majority. 641. 
In carrying up the bill to the lords, St. John, the 
ſollicitor-general, advanced two topics, well ſuited 
to the fury of the times; that, tho' the teſtimony 
againſt Strafford were not clear, yet, in this way of bill, 
private ſatisfaction to each man's conſcience was Caf. 


and the: the Earl had no title to plead law, becauſe 
he broke. the law. It is true, added he, we give 


But, it was never accounted either cruel or unfair, 
to deſtroy foxes or wolves, where-ever they can be 


AFTER popular violence, had prevailed over "the 
lords, the ſame batteries were next applied to force 
the King's afſent. The populace flocked about 
Whitehall, and accompanied their cries for juſtice 
with the loudeſt clamors and moſt open menaces. 
Rumours of £onſpira againſt the parliament 
were anew ht eee > lr and inſurrections 
talked of: And the whole nation was raiſed into 
nent convulſion. On whichever ſide the King caſt 


ſervants, conſulting their own ſafety, rather than 


their maſter's honor, declined interpoſing with their 
advice betwerr him and his parliament. The 


danger, and bearing formerly no good- will to Straf- 
ford, was in tears, and preſſed him to ſatisfy his 
people, in this demand, which, it was hoped, would 


was not inferior to his other virtues, ventured to ad- 
viſe him, if, in his conſcience, he did not approve of 
the bill, by no means to aſſent to it. 


STRAPPORD, hearing of the- King's rlelol non 


E e * Wrote 
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7. 


Chap, v. wrote kia a letter, in which he intreated* Hs. lor 
1641. the ſake of public peace, to put an end to. his un- 


fortunate, however innocent, life, and*Fyjet the 
tumultuous people by granting them that "requeſt, 
for which they were ſo importunate. “ In this,” 
added he, . my conſent will more acquit you to 
* God than all the- world can do beſides. To a 
e willing man there is no injury. And as, by 


God's grace 1 forgive all the world with a calm- 


« neſs and meekneſs, of infinite contentment to 
« my diflodging foul: So Sir to you, ] can reſign 
„ the life of this world with all imaginable chear- 
„ fulneſs, in the juſt acknowledgment of your ex- 
<« ceeding favors. Perhaps, Strafford hoped, that 
this unuſual inftance of generoſity would engage 
the King ſtill more ſtrenuouſly to protect him: 
Perhaps, he gave his life for Joſt ; and finding him- 
ſelf in the hands of his enemies, and obſerving, 
that Balfour, the lieutenant of the tower, was ir- 
Hrely devoted to the popular party; he abſolutely 
deſpaired of ever eſcaping the multiplied dangers, 
with which he was every 8 e invironed. We 
might aſcribe this ſtep to 4 noble effort of diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, not unworthy the great mind of Straf- 
ford; if the meaſure, which he adviſed, had not 


been, in the event, as pernicious to his maſter, as 


it was immediately fatal to himſelf *. ; 
4 e | APTER 


* Mr. Carte, in his life of the Duke of Ormond, has given 
us ſome evidence to prove, that this letter was intirely a for- 
gery of the popular leaders, in order to induce the King to ſa- 
crifice Strafford. He tells us, that Strafford ſaid ſo to his ſon, 
the night before his execution. But there are ſome reaſons, 
why I adhere to the common way of telling this ſtory. 1. The 
account of the forgery came thro' ſeveral hands, and from men 
of characters not full, known to the public: A circumſtance 
which weakens every evidence. Tis a hearſay of a hearſay. 
2. It ſeems impoſſible, but young Lord Strafford muſt inform 
the King, who would not fail to trace the forgery, * 
his enemies to their merited infamy. 3. Tis not to be con- 
ceived but Clarendon and Whitlocke, not to mention ae. 
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Arz the moſt violent anxiety and doubt, * 1 
Charles, at laſt, granted a commiſſion to four no- 044. 


blemen to give the royal aſſent, in his name, to the 
bill : Flattering himſelf, probably, in this extre- 


mity of diſtreſs, that, as neither his will e 


to the deed, nor was his hand immediately: 
te it, he was the more free from all the guilt, 
which attended it. Theſe commiſſioners he em- 
powered, at the ſame time, to give "ſent to the 
bill, which rendered the parliament, pe erpetual, 

Tur commons, from policy,” mere than frorn 
neceſſity, had, embraced the expedh ent of paying 


the two armies ies by mon money, ? 
from the city, and” eee Fig Pede A ferwards 
by taxes, levied upon the people? © > El 


ther, of. themſelves or by ſuggeſtion, began to be- 
ſtart Tölt e and to a farther loan; which was de- 
manded. We make no ſcruple of truſting- the 
| parliament, ſaid they eiizens, _ we lee that 
the parliament Ws to continue til SHEEP repayment : 
But, in the preſent precarious ſituãtſoñ 

rity can be given us for our money? I 
obviat@this objection, a bill was ſuddenly brought 
into the houſe, and paſſed with great unanimity and 
rapidity, that the parhament ſhould not be diſſolved, 
prorogued, or adjourned, ' without their own con: 
ſent. It was hurried in like manner thro' the houſe 


of peers; and was inſtantly carried to the King for 


his aſſent. Charles, in the agony of grief, ſhame, 
and remorſe, for Straffoxd's doom, perceived not, 
that this other bill was Actill of more fatal conſe- 
quence to his authority; and rendered the power of 
his enemies perpetual, as it was already uncontro- 

able. 


muſt have heard of the matter. 4 Sir Gabe Ratcliffe i in his 


life of Strafford, tells the ſtory in the ſame way. Would he 
alſo, who was Strafford's i intimate friend, never have heard of 
the forgery ? Tis remarkable, that this life is dedicated or ad- 
dreſſed to young Strafford. Would not he have _ Sir George 
right i in ſo material and N a fact? 
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lable. In compariſon of the bill of attainder, b 
which he WC himſelf an accomplice in his 
friend's murder, this conceſſion made no figure in 
his eyes“: A circumſtance, which, if it leſſens 
our idea of his reſolution or penetration, ſerves to 
prove the integrity of his heart and the goodneſs of 
his diſpoſition. It is indeed certain, that ſtrong 


compunction for his conſent to Strafford's execution 
attended this unfortunate Prince during A the re- 


mainder of his life; and even at his own fatal end, 
the memory of this guilt, with great ſorrow and 
remorſe, recurred upon him. All men were. fo 
ſenſible of the extreme violence, which was done 
him, that he ſuffered the leſs, both in character 
and intereſt, from this unhappy meaſure ; and, tho 
he abandoned his beſt friend, yet was he ſtill able 
to preſerve, in ſome degree, the attachment of all 
his adherents. | | 
SECRETARY Carleton was ſent by the King to 
inform Strafford of the final reſolution, which ne- 


ceſſity had extorted from him. The Earl ſeemed 
ſurpriſed, and ſtarting up, exclaimed, in the words 


of the ſcripture, Put not your truſt in princes nor in 
the, fons of men: For in them there 1s no ſalvation. 


: elf; and 
he prepared Tiffering the fatal ſentence. Three 
days ef interval w allowed him. The 


King, who made a new effort in his behalf, and 


ſent, by the hands of the young Prince, a letter 


addreſſed 


* What made this bill appear of leſs conſequence was, that 
the parliament voted tonnage and poundage for no longer a 
eriod than two months: And as that branch was more than 
alf of the revenue, and the government could not poſſibly 
ſubſiſt without it; it ſeemed indirectly in the power of the par- 
liament to continue themſelves as long as they pleaſed. . This 
indeed was true in the ordinary adminiſtration of government: 
But on the approaches towards a civil war, which was not then 
foreſeen, it had been of great conſequence to the King to have 
reſerved the right of diſſolution, and to have ſuffered any 
114 extremity, rather than allow the continuance of the par- 
iament. | 


CHARLES I. 


addreſſed to the peers, in which he entreated them 
to confer with the commons about a mitigation of 2 


Strafford's ſentence, and begged at leaſt for ſome 
delay, was refuſed in both requeſts. 


STRAFPORD, in paſſing from his apartment to 2 
of Straf- 


Towerhill, where the ſcaffold was erected, ſtopped 
under Laud's windows, with whom he had long 
lived in intimate friendſhip ; and entreated the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his prayers, in thoſe awful moments, 
which were approaching: The aged primate diſ- 


ſolved in tears; and having pronounced, with a 


broken voice, a tender bleſſing on his departing 
friend, ſunk into the arms of his attendants. Straf- 
ford, Rill ſuperior to his fate, ae on with an 


elated countenance, and with ar air even of greater 


dignity, than. what uſually attended him. He wanted 
that conſolation, which commonly ſupports thoſe, 
who periſh by the ſtroke of injuſtice and oppreſſion: 
He was. not buoyed up by glory, nor by the af- 


Chap. V 


ford. 


fectionate compaſſion of the ſpectators: Vet his 


mind, erect and undaunted, found reſources within 
itſelf, and maintained its unbroken reſolution, a- 
c the terrors of death, and the triumphant ex- 
ultations of his miſguided enemies. His diſcourſe 
on the ſcaffold was full of decency and courage. 
He feared,” he faid, & that the omen was bad 
& for the Intended formation of the ſtate, that it 
„ commenced with the ſhedding of innocent blood.“ 
Having bid a laſt adieu to his brather and friends, 
who attended him, and having ſent a bleſſing to his 
nearer relations, who were abſent ; + And now, 
ſaid he, © I haye nigh done One ſtroke will make 
„ my wife a_widow, my dear children fatherleſs, 
« deprive my p POSE ſervants of their indulgent maſ- 
« ter, and ſeparate me from my affectionate bro- 
te ther and all my friends! But let God be to you 
% and them all in al! Going to diſrobe and pre- 
pare himſelf for the block, © I thank God, ” Te 
ie, 


448 
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« daunted with any terrors ; but do as chearfully 
« lay down my head at this time, as ever 1 did 
„ when going to repoſe !”” With one blow was a 
period put to his life by the executioner. 
Tuus periſhed, in the 49th year of his age, . 
famous Earl, of Strafford, one of the moſt eminent 
N whe has appeared in England. Tho' 
s death was loudly demanded as a ſatisfaction to 
juſtice, and an atonement for the many violations 
of the conſtitution; it may ſafely be affirmed, that 
the ſentence, by which he fell, was an enormity, 
greater than the worſt of thoſe, which his impla- 
cable enemies proſecuted with ſo much cruel in- 


duftry. The people, in their rage, had totally 


miſtaken the proper object of their reſentment. 
All the neceſſities, or, more properly ſpeaking, the 

83 the King had bee n induced 
Enfoedients for raiſing money, were the 
reſult of Avaſires, precedent to Strafford's favor ; 


and if they aroſe from ill conduct, he, at leaſt, was 


entirely innocent. Even thoſe i Kpedients 


themſelves, which occaſioned the complaint, that 
the conſtitution was ſubverted, had been, all of 


them, conducted, fo far as appeared, without his 
counſel or aſſiſtance. And whatever his private ad- 
vice might be ®, this ſalutary maxim he failed not, 
often and publicly, to inculcate in the King's pre- 
ſence, that, if any inevitable neceſſity ever obliged 
the ſovereign to violate the laws, this licence ought 
to be practiſed with extreme reſerve, and, as ſoon 


as poſſible, a juſt atonement be made to the con- 


ſtitution, for any injury, which it might ſuſtain 
from ſuch dangerous precedents. The firſt parlia- 
ment wer the reſtoration reverſed the bill of at- 

tainder ; 


That Strafford was ſecretly no enemy to arbitrary coun- 
cils, appears from ſome of his letters and diſpatches, particu- 
larly vol. ii. p. 60. 
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tainder; and even a few weeks after Strafford's ex- Chap. V. 
ecution, this very parliament remitted to his chil. © 66. 
dren the more ſevere conſequences of me es ſentence 8 
As if conſcious of the violence, with which the 
fair had been conducted. | 
In vain did Charles expect, as a return for 4 „ 
many inſtances of unbounded compliance, that the 
parliament would at laſt ſhow him ſome indulgence, 
and cordially fall into that unanimity, to which, at 
the expence of his own power, and of his friend's 
life, he ſo earneſtly courted them. All his con; 


ceſligns were poiſoned by -their ſuſpicion of 8 7 al 
e And the Le Het: gg dhe army a- 
gainſt them, ſerved with many as a confirmation of 
this jealouly. Tt. was natural for the King to ſeek 
ſome reſource, while all the world ſeemed to deſert 
him, or combine againſt him ; and this probably 
was the utmoſt of that embryo-ſcheme, which was 
formed with regard to the army. But the popular 
leaders ſtill infiſted, that a deſperate plot was laid 
to bring up immediately the forces, and offer vio- 
lence to the parliament: A deſign, of which 
Piercy's evidence acquits the King, and which the 
near neighborhood of the Scotch army ſeems to 
render abſolutely impracticable. By means, howe- 
ver, of theſe ſuſpicions, was the fame implacable 
fpirit ſtil} kept up; and the commons, without 
giving the King any ſatisfaction in the ſettlement of 
his revenue, proceeded to carry their inroads, with 
great vigor, into his now defenceleſs prerogative. 

Tux two ruling paſſions of this parliament, were 
zeal for liberty, and an averſion to the church 3 
England ; and to both of theſe, nothing could ap- 5 


on and 


pear more exceptionable, than the court of high- ſtar-cham- 
commiſſion, whoſe inſtitution rendered it intirely ar- ber abo- 
bitrary, and aſſigned to it the defence of the eccle. liſhed. 
ſiaſtical eſtabliſhment. The ſtar- chamber was 

a court, which exerted very high dilcretionary 
n and had no preciſe note vor limit, either 


With 


oy 


finding, that he had 


and uni form. 
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"a ben regard to the cauſes, which came under i its 
TP Juriſdiction, ot the deciſions, which it formed. A 
dill unanimouſly paſſed the houſes, to aboliſh theſe 


two courts; and in them, to annihilate the princi- 


pal and moſt dangerous articles of the King's pre- 


rogative. By the ſame bill, the juriſdiction of the 


council was regulated, and its authority abridged. 


Charles heſitated before he gave his aſſent. But 
gone too far to retreat, and 
that he poſſeſſed no reſource in caſe of a rupture, 
he at laſt affixed the royal ſanction to theſe excellent 
bills. But to ſhow the parliament, that he was ſuf- 


ficiently appriſed of the importance of his grant, 


he obſerved to them, that theſe new ſtatutes, al- 
tered, in a great meaſure, the fundamental laws, 


eccleſiaſtical and civil, which many of his prede- 


ceſſors had eſtabliſhed. 

By removing the ttar-chamber, the king 8 power 
of iſſuing proclamations, was indirectly aboliſhed; 
and that important branch of prerogative, the 
ſtrong ſymbol of arbitrary power, and unintelligible 


in a limited conſtitution, being at laſt removed, 


left the ſyſtem of government entirely conſiſtent 
The ſtar-chamber alone was accuſ- 
tomed to puniſh infractions of the king's edicts: 
But as no courts of judicature now remained, ex- 
cept thoſe in Weſtminſter-hall, which take cogni- 


Zance only of common and ſtature law, the king 


may thenceforth iſſue proclamations, but no man 
is bound to obey them. It muſt, however, be con- 
feſſed, that the experiment here made by the par- 
Ranſegt, was not a little raſh and adventurous, No 
government, at that time, appeared in the world, 
nor is perhaps to be found in the records of any 


hiſtory, which ſubſiſted without the mixture of 


ſome arbitrary authority, committed to ſome ma- 
giſtrate; and it might reaſonably, beforehand, ap- 
pear doubtful, whether human ſociety could ever 


arrive at that ſtate of Wee as to ſupport 15 
ſel 


- 
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juſtly thought, that the king was too eminent a 
magiſtrate to be truſted with diſcretionary power, 


which he might ſo eaſily turn to the deſtruction of 
liberty. And m the event, it has been found, that, 


tho' ſome inconveniences ariſe from the ſtrict ad- 
herence to law, yet the advantages ſo much over- 
balance, as ſhould render the Engliſh for ever 


grateful to the memory of their anceſtors, who, 


after repeated conteſts, at laſt eſtabliſhed that noble 
principle. 


Ar the requeſt of the parliament, Charles, in- 


ſtead of the patents during pleaſure, gave all the 


judges patents during their good behavior : A cir- 
cumſtance of the greateſt conſequence towards ſe- 
curing their independency, and barring the en- 


trance of arbitrary power into the ordinary: courts 
of judicature. 


Tat marſhal's court, which took cognizance of 


offenſive words, and was not eſteemed ſufficiently 
limited by law, was alſo, for that reaſon, aboliſhed. 
The ſtannary courts, which exerciſed juriſdiction 


over the miners, being liable to a like objection, 


underwent the like fate. The abolition of the 
council of the north and the council of Wales fol- 
lowed from the ſame principles. The authority of 
the clerk of the market, who had a general inſpec- 
tion over the weights and meaſures thro'out the 
kingdom, was transferred to the mayors, ſheriffs, 
and ordinary magiſtrates. 

In ſhort, if we take a ſurvey of the tranſactions 
of this men orable parliament, during the firſt pe- 
riod of their operations; we ſhall find, that, ex- 
cepting Strafford's attainder, which was a compli- 
cation of cruel iniquity, their merits, in other re- 
ſpecs, ſo much overbalance their miſtakes, as to 
intitle them to very ample praiſes from all lovers of 


Hey Nat only paſt encroachments were reſtrain- 
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the future, was made by excellent laws againſt the 
return of like complaints. And if the means, by 
which they obtained ſuch mighty advantages, ſa- 
vor often of artifice, ſometimes of violence; it is 
to be conſidered, that revolutions of government 
cannot be effected by the mere force of argument 


and reaſoning: And that factions being once ex- 


cited, men can neither ſo firmly regulate the tem- 


pers of others, nor their own, as to enſure them- 


ſelves againſt all exorbitances. 

Tar, parliament now came to a pauſe. The 
King had promiſed his Scotch ſubjects, that he 
would this ſummer pay them a viſit in order to ſet- 
tle their government; and tho' the Engliſh parlia- 
ment were very importunate with him, that he 
ſhould lay aſide that j journey, they could only pre- 


vail with him to delay it. As he muſt neceſſarily 
have paſſed thro' the troops in his journey, the 


commons ſeem to have entertained great jealouſy 
on that account, and to have now hurried on, as 
, much as they formerly delayed, the diſbanding the 
armies. The arrears therefore of the Scotch, were 
intirely paid them; and thoſe of the Engliſh, in 
part. The Scotch returned home, and the En- 
gliſh were ſeparated into their feverg| counties, and 


. diſmiſſed. 


ArrER this, the parliament a to the 
20th of October; and a committee of both houſes, 
a thing altogether unuſual, was appointed to ſit 
during the receſs, with very ample powers. Pym 
was appointed chairman of the committee of the 
lower houſe. Farther attempts were made by the 
parliament, while it ſat, and even by the commons 
alone, for aſſuming ſovereign executive powers, 
and publiſhing their ordinances, as they called 


them, inſtead of laws. The committee too, on 


their parts, were very ready to imitate this exam- 


CHAR 8 


A ſmall committee of both houſes were appoint- cp V. 
ed to attend the King into Scotland, in order, as . 


was pretended, to ſee that the articles of pacifica- 
. tion were executed ; but really to be ſpies upon 
him, and extend till farther the ideas of parlia- 
mentary authority, as well as eclipſe the majeſty of 
the King. The Earl of Bedford, Lord Howard, 
Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Armyne, Fiennes, 
and Hambden, were the perſons choſen. 
ENnDEAvoRs were uſed, before Charles's depar- 
ture, to have a protector of the kingdom appoint- 
ed, with a power to paſs laws without having re- 
courſe to the King. So little regard was now paid 
to royal authority or to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution 
of the kingdom. | 
Alp the great variety of affairs, which occur- 
red during this buſy period, we have almoſt over- 
looked the marriage of the Princeſs Mary with 
William Prince of Orange. The King concluded 
not this alliance without communicating his inten- 
tions to the parliament, who received the propoſal 
with ſatisfaction. This was the commencement of 
the connections with the family of Orange : Con- 
nections, which were afterwards attended with the 
moſt important conſequences, tho' of a different 
nature, both to the kingdom and the houſe of 


o 


Stuart. 
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